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Down on the Farm: Growing Fresh Food Next Door

LEAF
COLLECTION 

November 1 to 
December 1. 

For more 
information, see 

page 3.

Above: Nicole with just-picked, grown-in-the-borough 
produce, ready for market. Right top: Evan (with 
Fiddle) at the Wilkinsburg Farmer’s Market in 
LifeCare’s parking lot. Right: Corn and other 
vegetable plants growing behind their Center Street 
house.

Maybe you’ve seen them at the 
Wilkinsburg Farmer’s Market, but what 
you might not know is that they’ve grown 
their vegetables in the borough.

When Nicole Rosenberger and Evan 
Diamond were looking for a home five 
years ago, they found a house with a big 
yard on Center Avenue in Wilkinsburg. 
And they’ve been gardening there ever 
since.

They say that they’ve picked up 
gardening in bits and pieces since college, 
even apprenticing on a few farms. Nicole 
took the Penn State Master Gardener class 
about four years ago, and they learn a lot 
from other gardeners and books.

Their advice for people who want to 
garden is to “go for it!” They point to the 
many community gardens in Wilkinsburg 
as good places to start. 

“The Garden Resource center (run by 
Grow Pittsburgh) is a great resource…and 
can save you money,” said Evan. “Raised 
beds have become very popular, but are 
expensive because of the lumber involved. 
We used mounded beds topped with 
compost instead.”

Nicole and Evan’s favorite plants to 
grow are garlic, because it is fairly easy, 
and shoshito peppers, because they don’t 
take up much room and produce lots of 
tasty fruit. They grow a lot of heirloom 
tomatoes, too, because they are also good 
producers and popular.

Of course, they don’t farm full-time. 
Evan works at the East End Food Coop 
as the produce manager and Nicole works 
at Leona’s Ice Cream Sandwiches in 
Wilkinsburg.

When asked what they like about 
our town, Nicole said, “We love all the 
historic architecture in Wilkinsburg, how 
it’s so close to the city yet, at least where 
we live, feels almost like you live in the 
country. We love our great neighbors who 
are always supportive of our farming and 
gardening efforts.”
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Trick-or-Treat Hours
The hours for trick-or-treating in 

Wilkinsburg are 5-8 p.m. on Tuesday, 
October 31. Turn your porch light on if 
you are participating.

Halloween Party
Mayor Thompson announced the 

Halloween party will be held this year on 
Tuesday, October 31.  He is requesting 
that everyone to meet him at the Borough 
Building at 5 p.m. for the kickoff and 
costume parade with the crowd returning 
to the Borough Building for pizza, drinks, 
hot dogs and fun until 8 p.m. 

Self Defense for Women and Seniors
Learn how not to be a victim and 

defend yourself. A self defense class for 
women and seniors meets Thursdays 
starting October 5 for six weeks through 
November 9 from 6 p.m.–8 p.m. 

This class is sponsored by the 
Wilkinsburg Police Department. You can 
register online at wilkinsburgpa.gov, in 
person at the Wilkinsburg Police Station, 
or by calling 412.244.2919.

Classes will take place at Sister Thea 
Bowman Academy at 701 Rebecca Avenue 
in Wilkinsburg.

Wilkinsburg Citizens Police Academy
The Wilkinsburg Citizens Police 

Academy class which began September 26 
meets every Tuesday until December 12 
except for October 31, which is Halloween. 

Graduation will be on Tuesday, 
December 12

BULK SALE! Oct. 22nd 
25% off bulk food & herbs

 

Percolate Gallery Events
On October 7, Percolate Gallery is 

hosting a panel discussion with special 
guest Tiffany Wilhelm at 6–8 p.m. on the 
theme “Going with the Flow.”

On October 11 is a drink and draw 
event from 6–9 p.m. 

Upcoming exhibits include Richard 
Burke and Dale Schmitt’s “Moments and 
Souls” and Tim Engelhardt from the Anti-
Aging and Longevity Center in November.  

A new assistant, Madison Harding, is 
working at the gallery. She is a graduate of 
Carlow University.

Check out all of the events at 
facebook.com/percolateArt  and 
purplepierotti.com/percolate-art-space.
html for details on upcoming events. The 
gallery is located on Trenton Avenue in 
Wilkinsburg.

Free Crowdfunding Workshop
Ioby, a crowdfunding platform for 

residents and businesses, is now available 
in the Pittsburgh area. They will be hosting 
a free workshop on October 14 from 
2-6 p.m. at the Hill House Association 
at 1825 Centre Ave. RSVP at ioby.org/
Pittsburgh

Free Lead Testing and Repairs
If you have a child under six in your 

home and have chipping or cracking paint, 
the Allegheny Lead Safe Homes Program 
may be able to provide free home repairs.

You must be a homeowner or renter 
in Allegheny County to qualify and have 

continued on page 7
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UPCOMING MEETINGS AT BOROUGH BUILDING, 605 ROSS AVE.

10/3 (Tues.) 6 p.m. Planning Commission, 2nd floor

10/4 (Wed.) 7 p.m. Council Work Session, 2nd floor

10/6 (Fri.) 9 a.m. Policy & Procedure Committee, 1st floor

10/9 (Mon.) 4 p.m. Finance Committee, 1st floor

10/9 (Mon.) 6 p.m. Library Board, 2nd floor

10/10 (Tues.) 1 p.m. Social Media & Promotions Committee, 1st floor

10/11 (Wed.) 7 p.m. Council Legislative Session, 2nd floor

10/12 (Thurs.) 10 a.m. Constituent & Community Relations Committee, 2nd floor

10/16 (Mon.) 4:30 p.m. Public Safety Committee, 2nd floor

10/18 (Wed.) 7 p.m. Council Adminstrative Session, 2nd floor

10/19 (Thurs.) 5 p.m. Public Safety Forum, 2nd floor

10/19 (Thurs.) 5:30 p.m. Parks & Recreation Advisory Board, 1st floor

10/19 (Thurs.) 6:30 p.m. Wilkinsburg Arts Commission, 2nd floor

10/23 (Mon.) 5:30 p.m. Joint Tax Committee, 2nd floor

10/25 (Wed.) 5:30 p.m. Blight Committee, 1st floor

10/25 (Wed.) 6:30 p.m. Shade Tree Advisory Committee, 2nd floor

10/25 (Wed.) 7  p.m. Capital Planning Committee, 1st floor

WilkinsBurg Borough
www.wilkinsburgpa.gov

Pay Parking Tickets Online
Parking tickets no longer need to be 

paid in person—simply find yours and pay 
online. 

The link to this service can be 
found on the borough’s website www.
wilkinsburgpa.gov through the “pay a ticket” 
feature. 

Meter Feeder App
Additionally, 

Wilkinsburg now supports 
the Meter Feeder app for 
you to pay for parking on 
your smartphone or tablet 
and avoid the tickets in 
the first place. Simply 
search “Meter Feeder 
App” in the app store. 

It is quick and easy to use. No more 
digging around for quarters!

Scofflaws Beware
Those with several unpaid parking 

tickets will now be towed at the car owner’s 
expense.

The Wilkinsburg 
borough’s updated meter 
enforcement system will 
now automatically alert 
parking enforcement 
officers of vehicles with 
unpaid parking tickets. 

See the borough 
website for information 
about paying tickets 
online to avoid this from 
happening to your car. 

Wilkinsburg Walkers
Wilkinsburg adults have been meeting 

every Wednesday at 1:30 p.m. in the 
borough council chambers to enjoy a 
community walk. 

The walkers have been organizing 
themselves into two groups depending 
on the amount of distance they would 
like to cover, with a more leisurely group 
taking a 3/4-mile walk and a fast-paced 
group taking a 1-mile walk. The benefits of 
the walks have gone beyond the exercise; 
participants claim walking regularly has 
helped to soothe back and joint pain. 
Walking has also shown them the beauty 
of the neighborhood, and helped them 
meet and socialize with other Wilkinsburg 
residents. Anyone above the age of 55 is 
welcome and encouraged to join!

Senior Activities 
Center

A senior center, at long last, is coming 
to Wilkinsburg! The Borough will soon 
be renovating the auditorium on the 
third floor of the borough building to 
create a space for senior’s activities. Those 
interested in planning the activities met 
once every two weeks for the past several 
months to provide their input and have 
been working hard to ensure that this day 
is a success. The first senior’s activity day 
will take place on Tuesday, October 10th 
beginning at 9:30am and ending in the 
afternoon. Attendees can look forward to 
a fun day of guest speakers, light exercise, 
activities led by our library staff, and more. 
Don’t miss it – this is the only date in 
October that this event will take place!

Upstreet Parking News

 LEAF
COLLECTION 

Leaves will be picked up at the curb on your regular street sweeper day. If your 
street is not marked for street sweeping, pile leaves or bags at the curb. Leaves can 
be piled loose or in paper bags. Leaves in plastic bags will NOT be picked up. 
Paper leaf bags can be purchased at major retail stores and Pennwood Paint and 
Supply (724 Wood St.) Weather conditions may delay pick-up.  

—Department of Public Works 412.244.2959
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To support the WCDC, send a tax-
deductible contribution to 1001 Wood 
St., Wilkinsburg, PA 15221
OR donate online at
wilkinsburgcdc.org
Thank you!
 412.727.7855 • 412.871.3149 (fax)
 info@wilkinsburgcdc.org
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Interested in acquiring a vacant 
property in Wilkinsburg? Check out the 
WCDC’s first Vacant Properties Week!

Vacant Properties Week, starting 
October 30, will include workshops on how 
to acquire, finance, and renovate a vacant 
property. If you missed the Vacant Home 

Tours, this is a great opportunity to get 
information and meet the WCDC’s new 
Vacant Property Coordinator, Kevin Boyle. 

Over the summer, Kevin completed 
a survey of every vacant property in 

Join the WCDC for Vacant Properties Week

Thursdays, September 28-November 16: WCDC Small Business Workshop Series; 
Tuesday, October 31-Friday, November 3: Wilkinsburg Vacant Properties Week
Saturday, November 25: Small Business Saturday—Save the Date!
Saturday, December 9, 9 a.m.: WCDC Board of Directors Meeting; WCDC Office

—Call 412.727.7855 to learn more.—

Vacant Properties Week Schedule of Events
>> Haunted Walking Tour

Uncover the unique history of some of Wilkinsburg’s vacant homes on South Avenue during a 
brief walking tour to kick off Halloween.
Tuesday, October 31, 12-1 p.m.
Corner of South Ave. and Center St.

>> How to Acquire a Vacant Property
Learn about the essential tools available for vacant property acquisition in Wilkinsburg.
Wednesday, November 1, 6 p.m.
South Ave. United Methodist Church—733 South Ave.

>> WCDC & Wilkinsburg Borough Office Hours
Meet with WCDC Vacant Property Coordinator, Kevin Boyle, and Borough Code Enforcement 
Director, Eric Parrish, to ask questions and learn more about vacant property acquisition.
Thursday, November 2, 9 a.m.-12 p.m.
Wilkinsburg Borough Building—605 Ross Ave., 2nd Floor Council Chambers

>> Renovate or Refinance with FHA 203(k) 
Find out how to renovate or refinance a property utilizing a 
special mortgage program.
Thursday, November 2, 6 p.m.
Flower House PGH—766 Penn Ave.

>> Wrap-Up Reception
Join the WCDC & partners for a wrap-up party and 
networking opportunity!
Friday, November 3, 2-4 p.m.
Garden Dreams Urban Farm & Nursery—806 Holland Ave.

Space is limited for these FREE programs! Please call 412.727.7855 or email kevin@
wilkinsburgcdc.org to register by Friday, October 27.

Thank You
to all who supported and attended 
the Meet Me at the Station gala on 

September 30! Check out next month’s 
issue for photos and an event wrap-up!{ {

Wilkinsburg. The process involved 
hundreds of site visits and evaluations, 
utilizing Loveland Technologies, a mobile 

application that maps property conditions. 
Stay tuned for more updates on the 
WCDC’s vacant property initiatives!

more.
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School District
www.wilkinsburgschools.org

SCHOOL CALENDAR

10/16 (Mon.) all day In Service Day–No Students

10/17 (Tues.) 7 p.m. Board Planning Session

10/18 (Wed.) half day Early Dismissal (1/2 In-Service Day)

10/24 (Tues.) 7 p.m. Board Legislative Session

10/31 (Tues.) End of 1st 9-Week Period

Turner students are meeting temporarily in the old Wilkinsburg High School building pending 
renovations on their building. “The students seem to be adjusting well to our new site. Because it 
is a new building, many are still getting used to the size and layout. The kids really love our new 
STEAM program and are looking forward to building their own robots!”—Mrs. Kristen Carey, 
Turner Kindergarten Teacher.

To the Wilkinsburg School District 

and Community:

Back in 2013, the previous school 
board took out a loan for $10 million 
to renovate the high school, with minor 
work to be done at Turner and Kelly. 

A lot has changed since then, 
including six directors leaving the 
Board and six new residents joining; 
we no longer have a middle or high 
school to operate; and our focus has 

shifted towards becoming a great PreK-6 
system. With that in mind, we decided 
to perform more major, and much 
needed, renovations at Turner and Kelly 
Elementary Schools. We’ve approached 
this process from the beginning in 
a businesslike fashion, retaining an 
architect and construction manager to 
advise us, and providing the public with 
updates on our deliberations along the 
way.

The purpose of these renovations 
is to transform schools that are out-
of-date and in need of repair—in some 
cases requiring an extensive amount 
of work—into outstanding educational 
environments for our students. We want 
Wilkinsburg’s schools, as well as the 
education we provide, to be something 
we’re all proud of.

We put together a financial plan 
that would enable us to perform these 
renovations—budgeted at $14.5 million 
based on estimates we’d received—
without any increase in the millage rate 
and without compromising our ability 
to put the resources into our classrooms 
that our children need today.

After developing the scope of work 
and putting it out to bid, we recently 
received proposals from contractors. 
Unfortunately, the costs, based on these 
actual bids, were more than 30% higher 
than the budget we’d anticipated. We’re 
not sure of the reasons for the higher 
bids, but clearly, as stewards of taxpayer 
money, we are not simply going to forge 
ahead without revisiting every aspect of 
our plans and fully understanding the 
costs and our options—bearing in mind 
that our goal is a great finished product 
for our children.

We have now engaged a new 
construction management firm and have 
charged them with providing a new, 
objective analysis and recommendations 
in 30 days. In keeping with our past 
practice, we will discuss those findings 
in public at a regularly scheduled school 
board meeting. And I will get back in 
touch, with another community update, 
at that time.

Thank you very much for your 
support and understanding.

Sincerely,
Ed Donovan

A Letter from School Board President on Elementary School Renovations
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1789 S. Braddock Avenue

Suite 410

Pittsburgh, PA 15218

www.metrofamilypractice.org

412-247-2310
Health care to all people, at every stage in life, 

without regard to their ability to pay…

Library October Events
These library programs and events are free and open to 

everyone. Reservations can be made in advance at the circulation 
desk or by calling 412.244.2940. M=Main Library; E=Eastridge 
branch.

Adult Programs
Greeting Card Workshop, Mondays, Oct. 16, 23, 30 and Nov. 6, 10 

a.m.—Learn to make personalized greeting cards for all occasions 
with Deb. All material supplied. Please register in advance.

Memoir Workshop, Tuesdays, Oct. 17, 24, 31 and Nov. 7, 10 
a.m.—Write your life stories for yourself, family and friends with 
Jane. Please register in advance.

General Book Discussion Group, Wednesday, 
Oct. 25, 1 p.m.—Titles to be selected. Everyone 
invited. (M)

One-on-One Tech (by appointment)—Call 
to reserve your time with a staff member 
for computer, laptop or other digital device 
coaching. (M & E)

Crochet with Frankie, Mondays, 2 p.m.—Beginners and 
experienced crocheters welcomed. Bring your materials. (M)

Chess, 2nd and 4th Tuesdays, 6 p.m., 2nd and 4th Saturdays, 
11 a.m.—All ages welcome. (E)

Crochet, Saturdays, 11 a.m.—Join Frankie to get tips and help 
with your projects. (E) 

Children’s Programs
Spooky Stories, Wednesday, Oct. 25, 5:30p.m.—Join us for 

stories, songs, rhymes and crafts with a Halloween theme. (M)
Trick or Treat, Monday, Oct. 30, 4-6 p.m.—Stop by the library in 

your costume for Halloween treats, games and crafts. (M)
Family Storytime, Mondays, 11 a.m. (M) and Thursdays, 11 

a.m. (E)—Read stories, play games and sing. For babies through 
preschoolers with an adult. 

Video Games, Tuesdays, 3-6 p.m.—Enjoy the game selection! (M)
Pre-K Play, Wednesdays, 11 a.m. and 3 p.m.—Give your children 

the skills they need to be successful in kindergarten. For all 
preschoolers with an adult. (M)

Block Builders, Thursdays, 3-5 p.m.—Build with Legos, wooden 
blocks, Magna Tiles, Lincoln Logs and more. (M)

The Nine Mile Run Watershed 
Association (NMRWA) has a few outdoor 
events coming up to appreciate the 
environment. Find out more and sign up for 
these events at ninemilerun.org/events.

Stream Monitoring Workshop, Saturday, 
Oct 7, 10 a.m.–noon, Frick Park—Learn how 
to measure stream flow and why this is 
important for the health of the watershed. 

Sarah Lavin, a geologic specialist with 
Rhea Engineers & Consultants, Inc. and 
NMRWA Monitoring Committee member, 
will be co-facilitating the workshop. 

Photography Walk, Sunday, Oct 15, 8 
a.m.–9:30 a.m., Frick Park—Join Pulitzer Prize 
winning photographer and NMR watershed 
resident Martha Rial for an early morning 
walk to learn how best to capture the beauty 

of the Nine Mile Run 
restoration area in 
Frick Park. Bring your 

best equipment, but tips will be provided 
that can help even if you are just using your 
phone.

UES Quarterly Training Workshop, 
Saturday, Nov 4, 10 a.m.–1 p.m., NMRWA 
office—Want to help take care of Pittsburgh 
parks on your own time? Join program 
partners at this free training to learn about 
the Urban EcoStewards (UES) program. 
Choose a park site that you’d like to adopt 
long-term, and pick up skills that you can 
use on your site.

Get Outside this Fall with Nine Mile Run
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www.wilkinsburgchamber.com

Chamber of Commerce

The Greater Wilkinsburg Chamber of Commerce ensures the 
growth, prosperity and sustainability of businesses in Wilkinsburg 
and the surrounding communities.

Greater Wilkinsburg Chamber of Commerce
1001 Wood St., Wilkinsburg 15221 •  412.242.0234 • info@wilkinsburgchamber.com

Wilkinsburg Renaissance: Moving Businesses Forward Reception
On September 14, at the Sherwood Event Center, the Wilkinsburg Chamber 

of Commerce hosted a Wilkinsburg Renaissance event where four honorees were 
recognized. This has been an annual tradition in September for the Chamber and was 
taken to the next level to showcase that Wilkinsburg businesses are moving forward and 
great things are happening in our community.  See pictures on next page.

Erica Upshaw-Givner received the Business Person of the Year award. The 
Organization of the Year was presented to Dave Moore for Pittsburgh Urban Christian 
School (PUCS). Special Recognition was given to the Honorable Mayor John Thompson. 
And Clark Walter received the Volunteer of the Year award. 

This well-attended evening was full of good food, drink, speakers, and raffles. Mike 
Capsambelis a senior member of Google’s Product Management team spoke about 
“Connecting with Customers: How Technology Can Drive Growth.” The Chamber 
thanks sponsors: Western PA School for the Deaf, Covenant Church of Pittsburgh, 
Wilkinsburg Beverage, Salvatore’s Pizza House, Giant Eagle on Frankstown Road, 
Pittsburgh Dry Cleaners & Furrier, Family Dollar, and James Floral. 

Coworking and Business Support at 900 
Wood Street

The small business resource center at 900 Wood 
Street is a collaboration among the Wilkinsburg 
Chamber of Commerce, Mansmann Foundation, 
and other organizations that have goals aligned with 
the growth of local businesses. The center opened at 
the beginning of September. Chamber meetings and 

programming, peer-to-peer groups, networking events, and workshops, along with flexible 
coworking and “business in a box” services cultivate an environment for success. 

Coworking memberships are $99/month and include secured office access, shared 
lounge, conference room, kitchenette, mailbox service, fast WiFi, and in-house business 
support. The offices at 900 Wood Street are an affordable alternative for modern 
businesses to be a part of a collaborative environment focused around community. 
Contact Jerry for more details 412.849.3434.

October at Liam’s
This month’s Business After Hours will be Tuesday October 17 from 5:30-7:30 p.m. 

at Liam’s Fish, Wings & Things located at 501 Penn Avenue. 
Come support Wilkinsburg Chamber of Commerce and eat, 
drink, and network with other local businesses and residents 
for $20 per person. RSVP at info@wilkinsburgchamber.com by 
October 12.

Join or Renew at Early Bird Rate for 2018
Monthly meetings occur every 3rd Thursday of each month 

in the second level conference room at 900 Wood Street in 
Wilkinsburg. The next meeting is October 19 at 8–9 a.m. All 
are welcome to come and be a part of revitalization!

Ward Home, Inc., a nonprofit with 
a location in Wilkinsburg, has received 
a $20,000 multi-year grant from the 
Allegheny County Medical Society 
Foundation (ACMS) to improve the health 
of the at-risk foster teens and young adults 
they serve.

Funding from the foundation will go 
toward Ward Home’s Health and Well-
Being Enhancement Program, which 
teaches at-risk foster teens and young 
adults the importance and value of living 
a healthy lifestyle, including nutritious 
cooking, growing vegetables and herb 
gardens and the importance of physical 
exercise.

“Thanks to the support of the 
Allegheny County Medical Society 
Foundation, our foster teens are learning 
that healthy living can be fun,” said Ward 
Home Executive Director Bill Wolfe, “and 
also a better way of life for them and their 
future family.”

In addition to the ACMS grant, the 
Ward Home also recently received $5,000 
in funding from The Pittsburgh Penguins 
Foundation for the third consecutive 
year.

Ward Home Receives Grant 
for Healthy Living Education

a home built before 1978. Also, your 
household income must fall inside certain  
parameters. 

Services for qualifying property 
owners include free lead testing and 
identification of all dangerous areas. Also, 
certain home repairs may be available 
including the repair and repainting of 
peeling lead-painted surface, window 
repair, enclosing of exterior trim and 
components, and door repair.

A visual inspection and testing of any 
work performed and follow-up education 
will be provided.

For more information, contact 
Allegheny Lead Safe Homes Program 
Hotline at 412.227.5700 or by visiting 
alleghenycounty.us/leadsafeprogram.

LEAD TESTING from page 2
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AHCA/NCAL Award
for Quality Care

short- and long-term care
personal care

in-house dialysis
respiratory therapist

909 West Street
Wilkinsburg, PA 15221

412.723.3662

Above: Yvonne James, president of the Wilkinsburg Chamber of 
Commerce introduces awards at the recent Wilkinsburg Renaissance 
event. Right: Mike Capsambelis a senior member of Google’s product 
management team spoke about “Connecting with Customers: How 
Technology Can Drive Growth.” See page 7 for more information.

Pittsburgh Urban Christian School 
(PUCS) recent winner of Organization 
of the Year award in Wilkinsburg is 
hosting the “Full-Bodied Community,” on 
November 11 from 8:45 a.m.–6 p.m. 

The focus of this conference is to 
highlight the relationship of strong 
neighborhoods, strong schools, strong 
businesses, and strong families and how 

they work together to make a strong 
community. 

PUCS was one of 5 
Christian schools that 
had their beginning in 
western Pennsylvania 
in the mid-1970s to 
early-1980s. These 
schools grew out of five 
Christian communities and businesses that 
were formed during that historic period. 

The conference will have a unique 
format of several panels, complemented by 
brief remarks by individuals who have been 
long-acquainted with PUCS and the other 
four schools and communities.  

PUCS anticipates this being of interest 

to its friends in Wilkinsburg as they 
grapple with the changes 
and the cooperating roles 
that neighborhoods, 
schools, businesses, 
churches, and families 
have in making this part 
of Pittsburgh a strong 
community. 

Event details can be found at 
eventbrite.com/e/full-bodied-community-a-
conference-tickets-37292401577. For more 
information, email Christy Wauzzinski 
at cbwauzzinski@gmail.com. Financial 
scholarships are available.

PUCS is located at 809 Center Street 
in Wilkinsburg.

Full Bodied Community Conference Coming to PUCS
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