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When the cars start beeping, you know 
that one of the best crossing guards in the 
land is at South Avenue and Center Street.

Donna Askew has been in Wilkinsburg 
since 1992. When all her kids finished high 
school, she and her late husband bought 
and moved into a smaller house. She 
worked at Life Care Hospital for 16 years, 
work that prepared her for caring for her 
husband after his first stroke.

When her husband passed due to 
another stroke, she found herself looking 

Another bright light, Marlee 
Gallagher, Wilkinsburg Community 
Development Corporation’s 
communications and outreach coordinator, 
has recently been chosen by Pittsburgh 
Magazine and PUMP as one of 2017’s 40 
Under 40 honorees. 

She is being recognized for her work as 
a community advocate and volunteer.

As the magazine describes, she is 
someone under the age of 40 who is 
making Pittsburgh a better place. 

In the article she explains her work: 
“My job is uncovering the cool things 
about Wilkinsburg and showing them to 
people.”

Tracey Evans, executive director 
of WCDC, said, “Marlee’s remarkable 
communication skills and writing talent, 
combined with her passion to do good 

Two Women of Wilkinsburg in Pittsburgh Spotlight
for something to do keep 
busy. A friend suggested she 
consider being a crossing 
guard. She did, and the 
work has been a quick and 
easy fit for her. 

Recently, WTAE news 
interviewed her. In the video, 
cars are beeping and people 
are hanging out of their 
windows, hollering their 
love and saying hello. She 
recounts stories of some of 
the fun gifts folks will leave.

“At least 3,000 cars pass 
through here every day,” she 
tells the camera and then is 
immediately interrupted by a 
loud “There’s the sunshine!”

“It is her love for 
people and desire to share 
her joy which makes 
our block electric,” said 
Chrissie Koerber, on 
staff at Pittsburgh Urban 
Christian School (PUCS) 

on Donna’s corner.
“Since she has been placed on our 

block, Donna has been out to some of our 
favorite PUCS activities,” added Koerber. 
“We would love to claim her as ours, but 
she’s not. PUCS thanks the Wilkinsburg 
Police for the bright sunshine on our 
corner!”

If you haven’t seen the WTAE 
interview with Donna, you can find it 
here: wtae.com/article/pgh-pov-crossing-
guard-nicknamed-miss-sunshine-brings-
light-to-wilkinsburg/12648920

continued on page 7

Marlee Gallagher

Donna Askew

53rd ‘WILKINSBURG GIVES THANKS’ BREAKFAST. SEE PAGE 7.
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Whitney Park Fall Sweep
For 15 years neighbors have been 

volunteering to improve Whitney Park for 
residents and children. This fall’s cleanup is 
scheduled for Saturday, November 11, at 9 
a.m. The focus will be on raking leaves and 
cleaning some brush.

Holiday Parade 
The annual Holiday Parade is Saturday, 

December 9 at 11 a.m. Those participating 
in the parade are to meet at 9 a.m. at the 
DPW Park Avenue building. The parade 
route begins at Swissvale Avenue to Montier 
Street to Penn Avenue to Wood Street.

Village at Pennwood Blood Drive
On Friday, November 10, the Village at 

Pennwood will host a blood drive from 11 
a.m. to 4 p.m. in their conference room. 

Every participating blood donor will 
be entered into a random drawing for a 
football gift basket including four club level 
tickets for the Friday, November 24, Pitt 
Panthers game, a $50 Giant Eagle gift card, 
dinner at Texas Roadhouse, and more. 

Appointments are recommended, 
but walk-ins are welcome. To schedule 
an appointment, visit centralbloodbank.
org and enter group code W317 or 

contact Michelle Freund at mfreund@
villageatpennwoodhc.com 

Participants should prepare for 
donation by eating well, staying hydrated 
and bringing ID.

Water Talks: Coffee and Sustainable 
Stormwater

Residents are welcome to attend the 
final Water Talks event of 2017: Coffee and 
Sustainable Stormwater. The event will be 
held on Thursday, November 9 from 8 a.m. 
to 9:30 a..m in the Nine Mile Run offices 
on 321 Pennwood Avenue in Wilkinsburg.

This is NMRWA’s first year of hosting 
the Water Talks series, and these events 
have proven to be a great way to engage 
with those interested in the watershed and 
learning more about what we do. For this 
talk, Mike Hiller, Director of Policy & 
Outreach, will be talking about all of the 
sustainable stormwater initiatives underway 
in our watershed and how you can get 
involved. 

Keeping with the series theme of clean 
water and great brews, coffee from La Prima 
Espresso Company and some seasonal 
breakfast treats will be served. Come by for 
breakfast with a side of knowledge before 
you head off to start your day! 

This is a free event. Register at 
ninemilerun.org/events. 

New Show Comes to Percolate
A group exhibit called “Moments 

and Souls” begins at Percolate gallery on 
November 8 with an open reception on 
November 11 from 6—8:30 p.m. It runs 
until December 2. 

The exhibit features the photography of 
Dale Schmitt and Richard Burke, who met 
as teacher and student at the Ivy School of 
Professional Art. 

Both are eclectic photographers, but 
the show focuses on their passion for 
photographing people. They approach their 
work of capturing people in very different 
ways. Richard uses a technique of taking 
pictures without looking through the 
viewfinder to get more honest expressions. 
Dale’s portraits aim to capture a person’s 
soul.

The gallery is located at 317 S. Trenton 
Avenue in Wilkinsburg.

909 West Street
Wilkinsburg, PA 15221

412.723.3662

AHCA/NCAL Award
for Quality Care

short- and long-term care
personal care

in-house dialysis
respiratory therapist

Put your ad here.

adsales@
wilkinsburgsun.com



 www.wilkinsburgsun.com 3

UPCOMING MEETINGS AT BOROUGH BUILDING, 605 ROSS AVE.

11/1 (Wed.) 7 p.m. Council Work Session, 2nd floor

11/3 (Fri.) 9 a.m. Policy & Procedure Committee, 1st floor

11/7 (Tues.) 6 p.m. Planning Commission, 2nd floor

11/8 (Wed.) 7 p.m. Council Legislative Session, 2nd floor

11/9 (Fri.) 10 a.m. Constituent & Community Relations Committee, 2nd floor

11/13 (Mon.) 4 p.m. Finance Committee, 1st floor

11/13 (Mon.) 6 p.m. Library Board, 2nd floor

11/14 (Tues.) 1 p.m. Social Media & Promotions Committee, 1st floor

11/16 (Thurs.) 5 p.m. Public Safety Forum, 2nd floor

11/16 (Thurs.) 5:30 p.m. Parks & Recreation Advisory Board, 1st floor

11/16 (Thurs.) 6:30 p.m. Wilkinsburg Arts Commission, 2nd floor

11/20 (Mon.) 4:30 p.m. Public Safety Committee, 2nd floor

11/22 (Wed.) 5:30 p.m. Blight Committee, 1st floor

11/22 (Wed.) 6 p.m. Shade Tree Advisory Committee, 2nd floor

11/22 (Wed.) 7 p.m. Capital Planning Committee, 1st floor

11/23 (Thurs.) 6:30 p.m. Special Events Committee, 2nd floor—Thanksgiving

11/27 (Mon.) 5:30 p.m. Joint Tax Committee, 2nd floor

12/1 (Fri.) 9 a.m. Policy & Procedure Committee, 1st floor

WilkinsBurg Borough
www.wilkinsburgpa.gov

 LEAF
COLLECTION 

Leaves will be picked up at the curb on your regular street sweeper day. 
If your street is not marked for street sweeping, pile leaves or bags at the 
curb. Leaves can be piled loose or in paper bags. Leaves in plastic bags 
will NOT be picked up. Paper leaf bags can be purchased at major retail 
stores and Pennwood Paint and Supply (724 Wood St.). Weather conditions 
may delay pick-up.

—Department of Public Works 
412.244.2959

Wilkinsburg Borough launched 
a monthly Senior Activities Day on 
October 10 with great success. More than 
40 residents participated in the event 
held in the Borough Building at 605 Ross 
Ave.

The day started with adult exercise 
classes. Participants were then offered 
two choices of activities. A create-your-
own greeting card class and computer 
class were offered by the library staff.

Lunch was served with live music 
following the classes. After lunch 
participants heard from Borough 

Manager Donn Henderson about projects 
and initiatives of the Borough, and Code 
Director Eric Parrish explained the duties 
of the Code Department. Attendees then 
participated in bingo and were offered 
other games as well.

A senior walking group has also 
been formed and meets at the Borough 
Building every Wednesday at 1:30 p.m.

The next Senior Activities Day is 
planned for November 14 at 9:30 a.m. 

Interested seniors can call the 
Borough to be placed on a notification 
call or email list at 412.244.2900.

Code Enforcement
412.244.2923
M-F,   8:30 a.m.–4 p.m.

Public Works
412.244.2959 
M-F,   8:30 a.m.–4 p.m.

Library
412.244.2940
(Main)

Police Administration Office
412.244.2919
M-F,   8 a.m.–5:30 p.m.
911 Emergency Calls

Finance
412.242.7251
M-F,   8 a.m.–4:30 p.m.

Administration
412.244.2900
M-F,   8 a.m.–4:30 p.m.

BOROUGH PHONE
DIRECTORY

—Clip ‘n Save—Monthly Senior Activities Day Launched
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To support the WCDC, send a tax-
deductible contribution to 1001 Wood 
St., Wilkinsburg, PA 15221
OR donate online at
wilkinsburgcdc.org
Thank you!
 412.727.7855 • 412.871.3149 (fax)
 info@wilkinsburgcdc.org
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WCdC
www.wilkinsburgcdc.org

Thursday, November 16: Small Business Workshop Graduation, Hosanna House 
Thursday-Friday, November 22-23: WCDC office closed.
Thursday, December 7, 6-9 p.m.: WCDC Holiday Party, Hosanna House.
Saturday, December 9, 9-11 a.m.: WCDC Board of Directors Meeting; WCDC Office

—Call 412.727.7855 to learn more.—

As a 501(c)(3) nonprofit 
organization, the WCDC relies 
on support from community 
members like you. Without 
the financial support of 
residents, businesses, and other 
Wilkinsburg stakeholders, the 
WCDC’s work to promote the 
revitalization of Wilkinsburg 
could not continue. 

Over the past year, thanks to 
a dedicated group of supporters, 
the WCDC: 

• Raised $3.5 million 
toward the Train Station 
Restoration Project

• Introduced the Good All Over 
campaign and installed 100 street banners

• Welcomed eight new businesses
• Supported 52 entrepreneurs 

through business workshops and grants
• Provided grant funds to local 

organizations that served over 275 youth
• Partnered with local media outlets 

to produce 19 positive press stories 
• Promoted the sale of six business 

district properties
• Designed and installed 20 

Did You Miss Vacant Properties Week? No Worries!
If you missed the WCDC’s first Vacant Properties Week earlier this month, but 

are interested in learning more about vacant property in Wilkinsburg, you can still get 
information.

The WCDC’s vacant property coordinator can direct you to resources to help 
you acquire, finance, and rehab a vacant property.  To learn more, email kevin@
wilkinsburgcdc.org or call 412.727.7855.

Make Your End of Year Donation to the WCDC

planters, benches, and bike racks
• Engaged over 1,250 people through 

community events and activities
Help the WCDC continue and 

grow this work in 2018 by making 
a tax-deductible contribution 
today! 

Donations received on or 
before December 31, 2017 may 
be written off on your 2017 tax 
return. 

To make a secure donation 
online, visit wilkinsburgcdc.org/
donate. You may also mail or 
drop off a check to the WCDC 
office located at 1001 Wood St., 
Wilkinsburg, PA 15221. Thank 

you, in advance, for supporting the 
revitalization of Wilkinsburg!
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School District
www.wilkinsburgschools.org

SCHOOL CALENDAR

11/07 (Tues.) all day Election Day–No Students

11/10 (Fri.) all day Half-day In-Service, Half-day Parent-Teacher Conferences
(No Students)

11/16 (Thurs.) half day Early Dismissal (1/2 In-Service Day)

11/21 (Tues.) 7 p.m. Board Planning Session

11/23-27 
(Tues.)

all day Thanksgiving Holiday—School Closed

11/28 (Tues.) 7 p.m. Board Legislative Session

Last month, fifth grade students at 
Kelly and Turner Elementary Schools went 
to Children’s Museum of Pittsburgh for 
Remake Learning Education—a behind-the-
scenes first look at Maker Faire Pittsburgh 
2017 for 1,500 local students and teachers. 
Students had direct access to the makers 
and innovators of the Faire before the 
event opened to the public. Teachers Mr. 
Weinstein and Mr. Bush planned the trip.

Mrs. Allen’s Bunnies 
Visit Kindergartners

Mrs. Allen, a paraprofessional in the 
special education department, brought her 
bunnies to Mrs. Meszaros’ kindergarten 
class at Kelly Elementary. 

The students fed their new furry 
friends and learned about taking care of 
pets.

Following a unit on pumpkins and apples, first grade students from Kelly Elementary School went on a field trip to Triple 
B Farms. The students enjoyed a hay ride through the apple orchard, learned about the importance of bees and soil in the 
school barn, walked through Pumpkinland, picked a pumpkin from the pumpkin patch, played in the farm’s park and tried 
out the underground slides.

Former Steelers QB 
Charlie Batch Delivers 
Backpacks to Turner 

Charlie Batch, a former quarterback 
for the Pittsburgh Steelers, stopped by 
Turner Elementary to deliver backpacks to 
our 4th-6th grade students on behalf of the 
Best of the Batch Foundation. (See photo 
on next page.)

Dr. Miller Models Math Teaching Strategies
Dr. Dan Miller, a consultant that leads professional development for district math 

teachers, modeled two key teaching strategies to the first-grade teachers last month. They 
practiced asking higher depth of knowledge questions and accountable talk.

Accountable talk is when a teacher explains why they agree or disagree with a 
student’s answer. In-depth knowledge questions, on the other hand, prompt students to 
think about and explain their answers, rather than give one that was memorized. On 
this last point, Dr. Miller stressed that “the one doing the talking is the one doing the 
learning.”

Tail Waggin’ Tutors Boost Student Reading Skills
By reading aloud to certified therapy dogs, Kelly  

Elementary students participating in Tail Waggin’ Tutors, 
a reading program run by Therapy Dogs International, are 
boosting their reading skills and self-confidence. 

Many of the participating children have difficulties 
reading and are often self-conscious when reading out loud 
in front of classmates. As a result, they have developed self-
esteem issues, but reading to the therapy dogs in a friendly, 
nonjudgmental atmosphere allows them to relax and focus. 

Students Attend Maker Faire
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Wilkinsburg Public Library 
November Events

These library programs and events are free and open to 
everyone. 

Reservations can be made in advance at the circulation 
desk or by calling 412.244.2940. M=Main Library; 
E=Eastridge branch.

Adult Programs
Greeting Card Workshop, Monday, Nov. 6, 10 a.m.—Learn 

to make personalized greeting cards for all occasions with 
Deb. All materials are supplied. Please register in advance. 
(M)

Memoir Workshop, Tuesday, Nov. 7, 10 a.m.—Write your 
life stories for yourself, family and friends with Jane. Please 
register in advance. (M)

General Book Discussion Group, Wednesday, Nov. 29, 1 
p.m.—Titles to be selected. Everyone invited. (M)

One-on-One Tech (by appointment)—Call to reserve your 
time with a staff member for computer, laptop or other 
digital device coaching. (M & E)

Crochet with Frankie, Mondays, 2 p.m.—Beginners and 
experienced crocheters welcomed. Bring your materials. 
(M)

Chess, 2nd and 4th Tuesdays, 6 p.m., 2nd and 4th 
Saturdays, 11 a.m.—All ages welcome. (E)

Crochet, Saturdays, 11 a.m.—Join Frankie to get tips and 
help with your projects. (E) 

Children’s Programs
Upcycled Craft Day, Wednesday, Nov. 8, 3:30-5:30p.m.—

Make beautiful, fun crafts by recycling materials instead 
of throwing them away.  Hosted by Pittsburgh Center for 
Creative Reuse.  All ages. (M)

Thanksgiving Stories, Wednesday, Nov. 15, 5:30 p.m.—It’s 
time for Thanksgiving-themed songs, rhymes, stories and 
crafts.  Family time for all ages. (M)

Family Storytime, Mondays, 11 a.m. (M) and Thursdays, 
11 a.m. (E)—Read stories, play games and sing. For babies 
through preschoolers with an adult. 

Video Games, Tuesdays, 3-6 p.m.—Enjoy the game 
selection! (M)

Pre-K Play, Wednesdays, 11 a.m. and 3 p.m.—Give 
your children the skills they need to be successful in 
kindergarten. For all preschoolers with an adult. (M)

Block Builders, Thursdays, 3-5 p.m.—Build with Legos, 
wooden blocks, Magna Tiles, Lincoln Logs and more. (M)

Wilkinsburg Raises Funds for Puerto Rico

The monthly Latin Dance Night on October 14 at Liam’s 
Restaurant on Penn Avenue was extra special. A fundraiser was 
arranged by Salsa Ritmo Latin Dance team to raise money for 
victims of Hurricane Maria in Puerto Rico. 

Dancers and non-dancers alike came together to have fun, 
get a bite to eat, but mostly to offer support through donations. 

There was lots of dancing. A show featured talented, local 
artists who donated their time and performed everything from 
belly dancing, to tango, to Bomba and much more. 

Spokesperson Linda Atkins said, “We wish to thank 
everyone who supported the event in any way. A total of $271 was 
raised plus one case of water! We are happy to say it surpassed 
our initial goal of $200.”

She added, “This fundraiser was something very special and 
it shows how giving and wonderful our neighbors can be.”

Donations from the fundraiser were given to Puerto Rico 
Rises PGH.

Charlie Batch, former quarterback for the Pittsburgh Steelers, 
with some of the children from Turner Elementary that 
received backpacks from the Best of the Batch Foundation.
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www.wilkinsburgchamber.com

Chamber of Commerce

The Greater Wilkinsburg Chamber of Commerce ensures the 
growth, prosperity and sustainability of businesses in Wilkinsburg 
and the surrounding communities.

Greater Wilkinsburg Chamber of Commerce
1001 Wood St., Wilkinsburg 15221 •  412.242.0234 • info@wilkinsburgchamber.com

You’re Invited for Breakfast!
The Wilkinsburg Chamber of Commerce is hosting the 53rd Annual Thanksgiving 

Breakfast on Wednesday morning, November 15. This celebration of fellowship and unity 
has become a traditional kick-off of the holiday season for many in our community.

The breakfast features a joint performance by students from Pittsburgh Urban 
Christian 
School and 
the Western 
Pennsylvania 
School for 
the Deaf 
along with 
a keynote 
address by a 
community 
leader. Last 
year, more 
than 125 

people from local neighborhoods, churches, businesses, and civic organizations joined the 
celebration. 

The 2017 breakfast begins promptly at 8 a.m. on the Western Pennsylvania School for 
the Deaf campus (300 E. Swissvale Ave. 15218). Parking is available on the street. Entrance 
to the campus is through the guard stations on Swissvale Avenue or on School Street. 

Reservations for the breakfast are $8 in advance and $10 at the door. 
Reservations and information on sponsorship opportunities are available at 

wilkinsburgchamber.com/2017-annual-breakfast/.  RSVP to info@wilkinsburgchamber.
com by November 9.

A portion of the sales proceeds supports the Wilkinsburg Community Ministry.

2017 Wilkinsburg Renaissance Reception’s Success 
The Wilkinsburg Chamber of Commerce extends a heart-felt thank-you to the 

attendees and sponsors of this event. It was the vision of the board of directors and the 
planning committee to honor, in the presence of their peers, Wilkinsburg business and 
community leaders for their ongoing contributions to the Borough and the Chamber. 
The honorees, sponsors and guests enjoyed an evening of networking, good food, great 
raffle items, the awards presentation, and an inspiring 
address by of Google’s Product Management Member Mike 
Capsambelis. The generous support of the community helped 
make the Chamer’s vision a reality.

Thursday Open Market until November 16
Stop by the Wilkinsburg Thursday Open Market for 

fall fruits and vegetables. WTOM is open for business until 
Thursday, November 16 in the parking lot of Lifecare Hospital 
at 225 Penn Avenue at S. Trenton Avenue. Customers can 
enjoy this community event from 3 p.m–6 p.m.

and make the world a better place, have 
been a wonderful addition to the WCDC 
and to the Wilkinsburg community. Her 
ability to organize volunteers and manage 
events has not only allowed the WCDC 
to consistently surpass our goals; she 
has helped to bring a sense of pride to 
Wilkinsburg.”

Marlee’s projects have included 
the House and Garden Tours, the Two-
Way Street Fest and most recently Meet 
Me at the Station, WCDC’s first gala, 
bringing residents, organizations and 
local businesses together to celebrate 
Wilkinsburg’s progress and showcase the 
community. 

“We are blessed to have Marlee as a 
part of our team and proud to congratulate 
her for receiving this prestigious 
recognition,” said Evans.

Bernie Wetzel, the board president 
of the WCDC, added his praise, “Her 
exceptional communication skills have 
helped residents and outsiders alike to 
better understand and appreciate the many 
positive changes that are taking place 
here.”

“Best of all,” Wetzel added, “her 
engaging and vibrant personality 
has brought together volunteers and 
organizations in ways that make all these 
initiatives ‘ours.’” 

TWO WOMEN, from page 1

Starting in January, Percolate 
Gallery on Trenton Avenue will welcome 
curator Tara Fay. Fay has been working 
independently as a curator since 2013.

Her work is centered on various social 
issues including gentrification, feminism, 
and navigating as a mixed-race woman who 
identifies as black.

She has recently curated an exhibit 
at the August Wilson Center for African 
American Culture and an exhibition for 
the Associated Artists of Pittsburgh titled 
“Contemporaneous.” 

She is a board member for Bunker 
Projects and a contributor for Jenesis 
Magazine.

Percolate Gallery to 
Welcome New Curator
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Thanksgiving—Nov. 23

1789 S. Braddock Avenue

Suite 410

Pittsburgh, PA 15218

www.metrofamilypractice.org

412-247-2310
Health care to all people, at every stage in life, 

without regard to their ability to pay…

7516 Meade Street . Pittsburgh, PA 15208 . www.eastendfood.coop . 412.242.3598

Delicious holiday meals from the Co-op.
Pre-order your Thanksgiving turkey and sides today.

Free Chicken Meals at KFC on November 16

For the fourth year in a row, KFC has chosen Wilkinsburg 
to be one of their rare Day of Giving locations, according to the 
mayor’s office. On Thursday, November 16 starting at 11 a.m., 
10,000 free meals will be given away. 

The restaurant is located at 509 Penn Avenue. The first 10,000 
people to visit the restaurant will receive a free meal. All the meals 
are the same. The restaurant itself will be closed to usual business. 

You must be present to receive a 
meal, unless you are at one of the 
nursing home or similar locations 
that are chosen to receive catering 
trays. Past events have been a 
success with all meals handed out 
by 3 pm.

“A Day of Giving” is the 
brainchild of Tabbassum 
Mumtaz, founder of Ampex 
Restaurant Management, Inc., 
which operates the Penn Avenue 

location. Ampex employs over 6,000 employees and operates over 
250 other KFC, Long John Silver’s and Tim Hortons restaurants. 
Mumtaz sees the event as a way to give back to the community 
and show just how important the neighbors of the local restaurant 
are.

Between October 30–November 23, Carnegie Mellon 
University students, Impact Redevelopment, and Biddle’s Escape 
Coffee House will be hosting Coffee & Conversation at 900 
Wood Street. 

This pop-up is to empower Wilkinsburg to reignite their own 
economy, by engaging residents in conversations over coffee and 
demonstrating the effectiveness of the pop-up business model. 

Free coffee will be available to customers who fill out a 
survey. The data collected will highlight other potential businesses 
that Wilkinsburg residents would support. Additionally, it may 
reveal emerging business owners who would be interested in 
learning about tools available to them to jump start their own 
businesses. 

CMU Pop-Up Coffee Shop Project on 15th!


