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Local resident Haylee Ebersole was recently named Emerging 
Artist of the Year by Pittsburgh Center for the Arts. She said she 
feels honored and also “excited for the opportunity to create an 
entirely new body of work on a large scale.”

One fascinating aspect about Ebersole’s work is that she uses 
very unconventional materials. 

“I am interested,” she said, “in engaging with materials in 
ways that reveal the inherent agency of everyday matter. In the 
past, I have used Kool-Aid, borax, dust, hair, and gelatin to create 
my artwork.”

Recently she has been using gelatin primarily. “I was initially 
drawn to this material for its bizarre qualities as a food substance 
but also for the ways that it relates to the body,” explained 
Ebersole, “...It is a material literally made up of body (boiled and 
processed animal ligaments, bones, and connective tissues).”

To produce her works of art, she mixes unflavored gelatin 
with other ingredients and pours the mixture into plastic 
molds. “Over the course of several weeks,” she described, “the 
moisture evaporates and the gelatin transforms into a hardened, 
crystalline, and bone-like structure.”

She sees the physical transformation as a metaphor for 
“possibility, change, and resistance.” 

Her gelatin work reveals random patterns of nature, 
assymetrical shapes, muted colors and crystalline behaviors. 

Because it is gelatin, it conveys the idea of non-permanence. 

Wilkinsburg’s Haylee Ebersole 
Is Emerging Artist of the Year

Haylee Ebersole with her work “flow freely / downspouts, dehydrated 
and crystallized gelatin, 2017,” which you can see at her exhibit at 
the Pittsburgh Center for the Arts at 6630 Fifth Avenue. For more 
information, visit center.pfpca.org.

The Sun does not endorse any political 
candidates, but we do want to encourage 
everyone in the community to vote in 
every election and to be aware of who your 
elected officials are. 

A number of local races were on the 
ballot on November 7. The results initially 

listed on the Allegheny County website 
were not completely accurate. 

Below, please find the official winners 
of each local race on the ballot: 
Mayor, 4–year term—Marita Garrett
District Magistrate, 6–year term—Kim Coles Hoots
Tax Collector 4–year term - Lisa Ciccarelli

Council (Ward 1) 4 Year Term—Marita Garrett 
Council (Ward 2) 4–Year Term—Patrick Shattuck 
and Pamela Macklin
Council (Ward 3) 2–Year Term—Denise Edwards
Council (Ward 3) 4–Year Term—China Lee and 
Michael Lefebvre

continued on page 8

continued on page 8

A Look at Last Month’s Local Election Results
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The Wilkinsburg Sun is a free  
monthly community newsletter published by the 

volunteer Wilkinsburg Community Newsletter 
Board, with the support of the Wilkinsburg 
Borough, the Wilkinsburg School District, 

the Wilkinsburg Chamber of Commerce and 
the Wilkinsburg Community Development 

Corporation. The Sun is printed by Knepper Press. 

Please submit all articles and calendar 
events to: editor@wilkinsburgsun.com,  

or by mail, P.O. Box 86064, Wilkinsburg, 
PA 15221. Please submit articles 5 weeks 

before publication and  
calendar events 3 weeks before  

publication. To advertise,  
e-mail adsales@wilkinsburgsun.com,  

or call 412.680.1381. The Sun accepts 
submitted articles provided they are related 

to Wilkinsburg and are civic-minded. The 
Sun reserves the right to withhold articles 
from print. Please note that The Sun does 

not publish political or opinion pieces.

Sign up to receive The Sun 
by email at eepurl.com/v0iBP 
and friend us on Facebook.

Santa and Coffee!
Santa Claus will be taking requests 

from all good little boys and girls at 
Biddles Escape café on Saturdays and 
Sundays, December 9, 10, 15 and 16 from 
2–5 p.m. each day.

Santa’s visits are 
sponsored by the 
Wilkinsburg-Regent Square 
Rotary.

Wilkinsburg Christmas Parade
The Wilkinsburg Christmas parade 

is on Saturday, December 9, according to 
the mayor’s office. This year’s theme for 
the parade is “Making a Difference.” The 
grand marshal is Councilwoman Paige 
Trice.  

 The lineup begins at 9 a.m. at the 
Department of Public Works garage at the 
intersection of Park Avenue and Montier 
Street. The procession will start at 11 am.  

The parade is sponsored by Mayor 
John Thompson and Wilkinsburg borough 
council. 

Santa’s Open House
On Saturday, December 9, following 

the community’s Christmas parade, the 
Christian Church of Wilkinsburg will 
be open from 1-4 p.m. for Santa’s Open 
House. Free photographs with Santa Claus 
will be taken for the first 50 families. 

All will be offered free food and 
carnival games where the children can earn 
tickets for toy prizes. At 3:30 the children 
of the church will perform a Christmas 
story for all to enjoy. At 3:30 p.m. the 
children of the church will present a play 
about the birth of Jesus.

The church is located at 748 Wallace 
Avenue across the street from where the 
parade will end.

4th Annual Hilltop Holiday Party
Hilltop Block Watch invites the 

community to its 4th Annual Holiday Party, 
a family fun event Saturday, December 2, 
noon–3 p.m.

Some party highlights are a free 
raffle for great prizes, including a lovely 
centerpiece from Wilkinsburg’s own 
James Floral and Gift Shoppe and music 

and caroling from Suzuki Duo. Wear a 
fun and crazy holiday sweater to add to 
the celebration. There is an optional gift 
exchange for anyone who brings a wrapped, 
gender–neutral gift, valued at $10 or less.
There will be a cookie table, so bring 
cookies to exchange with others! 

Food and drink are provided. 
Donations are accepted to help offset 
costs. The most important thing is for the 
community to help ring in this holiday 
season. The party location is the Eastridge 
Library (upper level), 1900 Graham Blvd.

Support Small Business this Holiday 
Season

The Wilkinsburg Community 
Development Corporation (WCDC)
encourages you to support small businesses 
and Wilkinsburg’s local economy 
throughout the holiday season and into the 
New Year. Check out Wilkinsburg’s small 
businesses through the WCDC’s business 
directory at wilkinsburgcdc.org/local-
businesses.

Electronic Recycling Event 
The borough’s next electronic 
recycling event is Saturday, 
January 20 from 8 a.m.–1 p.m. 
Watch the borough’s web site 
for more details.

MLK Day Prayer for Peace Vigil
The Wilkinsburg Sanctuary Project is 

offering a prayer vigil for peace for all faith 
traditions on Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
Day on Monday, January 15 at noon. The 
location, thanks to the WCDC, will be 
outside the train station at the end of Ross 
Avenue. This prayer vigil is open to all 
faiths, all ages and all races as we pray for 
peace on our streets and around the world.  
Contact Pastor Janet Hellner-Burris for 
more information at pastorjanethb@gmail.
com.

Code Enforcement Position
The Borough of Wilkinsburg is 

accepting applications for the position 
of Code Enforcement Officer in the 
Department of Code Enforcement.  The 
annual starting salary range is $38-$42,000 

plus benefits based on qualifications. 
Position requirements, job description 
and Borough employment application are 
available at www.wilkinsburgpa.gov. Send 
application to Amanda Ford, Wilkinsburg 
Borough, 605 Ross Ave, Wilkinsburg, 
PA 15221 or AFord@wilkinsburgpa.
gov; applications also accepted at the 
Borough administrative offices during 

Club of Wilkinsburg-Regent Square
continued on page 8
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UPCOMING MEETINGS

12/1 (Fri.) 9 a.m. Policy & Procedure Committee, 1st floor

12/5 (Tues.) 6 p.m. Planning Commission, 2nd floor

12/6 (Wed.) 7 p.m. Council Work Session, 2nd floor

12/11 (Mon.) 4 p.m. Finance Committee, 1st floor

12/11 (Mon.) 6 p.m. Library Board, 2nd floor

12/12 (Tues.) 1 p.m. Social Media & Promotions Committee, 1st floor

12/13 (Wed.) 7 p.m. Council Legislative Session, 2nd floor

12/14 (Thurs.) 10 a.m. Constituent & Community Relations Committee, 2nd floor

12/18 (Mon.) 4:30 p.m. Public Safety Committee, 2nd floor

12/18 (Mon.) 5:30 p.m. Joint Tax Committee, 2nd floor

12/21 (Thurs.) 5:00 p.m. Public Safety Forum, 2nd floor

12/21 (Thurs.) 5:30 p.m. Parks & Recreation Advisory Board, 1st floor

12/21 (Thurs.) 6:30 p.m. Wilkinsburg Arts Commission, 2nd floor

12/27 (Wed.) 5:30 p.m. Blight Committee, 1st floor

12/27 (Wed.) 6 p.m. Shade Tree Advisory Committee, 2nd floor

12/27 (Wed.) 7 p.m. Capital Planning Committee, 1st floor

12/28 (Thurs.) 6:30 p.m. Special Events Committee, 2nd floor

All meetings will take place in Wilkinsburg Borough Building, 605 Ross Ave.

WilkinsBurg Borough
www.wilkinsburgpa.gov

January borough meeting dates were not available at press time. 
Please check the borough website as they become available.

Wilkinsburg Borough launched a 
monthly senior activities day in October. 
The program was well received, and 
Borough council has expanded the effort. 

The November senior activity day 
started with a workout with Christina 
Barry, a nationally certified Silver Sneakers 
instructor who was reviewed well from our 
October senior date. Afterwards, Vince Neil 
of the Wilkinsburg Public Library hosted a 
movie and discussion entitled “Race: The 
Power of an Illusion,” which offered insight 
and information into the culture of race in 
the United States throughout history and 
in modern times. Neil holds these classes 
regularly through the library. 

Entertainment by Faison Elementary 
School choir led by Tina Esu was enjoyed 
over a hot lunch. The performance can be 
heard on the borough’s Facebook page. 

The first speaker, Dave Moore, the 
executive director of Pittsburgh Urban 

Christian School (PUCS), not only provided 
valuable updates on the school including 
their recent acquisition of the Boys and 
Girls Club Building but also surprised the 
guests with a student choir. Afterwards, Ed 
Donovan, the president of the Wilkinsburg 
School Board, provided updates and fielded 
questions regarding a variety of topics of 
interest to our seniors, including such items 
as the cooperation with Pittsburgh Public 
Schools, curriculum changes, and the 
renovation of the former Johnston School. 

The day concluded with bingo, with 
prizes donated from the following local 
businesses: James Floral, the Village at 
Pennwood, Nancy’s Diner, Bri-Mar Transit, 
and Sembower Mikesell HVAC Services.

December senior day is scheduled for 
Tuesday, December 12 at 9:30 a.m. at 605 
Ross Ave. The activities are free and 
more info can be found by joining the 
seniors email list by sending an email to 

Senior Activities Days Drawing Crowds
info@wilkinsburgpa.gov with a subject 
line “SENIOR INFO” or by calling 
412.244.2900.

Senior Card and Board Games
To increase services to senior residents, 

card and board games are offered every 
Thursday at 1:30 p.m. at 605 Ross Ave., 
2nd floor. Enjoy long-loved games and meet 
other Wilkinsburg residents and socialize. 
Music, snacks and games are provided but 
you can bring your own.

Wilkinsburg Walkers
The Wilkinsburg Walkers sum up their 

program best: “Healthy walk, longer life, 
great cardio, and it’s fun! We’re making 
new friends!” Every Wednesday at 1:30 
p.m. in the borough council chambers at 
605 Ross Ave., the dedicated walkers have 
met for mile-long community walks around 
Wilkinsburg. Recently, every walker was 
given a pedometer and a distinguishing blue 
vest monogrammed with the “Wilkinsburg 
Walkers” logo and the name of the walker. 
According to the walkers, the benefits have 
gone beyond improved cardio health: joint 

pain has been reduced, circulation has 
increased,  and walkers feel more in-touch 
with the beauty of our neighborhood.
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WCdC
www.wilkinsburgcdc.org

®

To support the WCDC, send a tax-
deductible contribution to 1001 Wood 
St., Wilkinsburg, PA 15221
OR donate online at
wilkinsburgcdc.org
Thank you!
 412.727.7855 • 412.871.3149 (fax)
 info@wilkinsburgcdc.org
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Thursday, December 7, 6–9 p.m.:  WCDC Holiday Party; Hosanna House—807 Wallace Avenue

Saturday, December 9, 9-11 a.m.:  WCDC Board of Directors Meeting; WCDC Office—1001 Wood Street

Shop on Amazon and 
Support the WCDC

In addition to making a tax-deductible 
contribution to the WCDC this year, 
you can also support our work simply 
by shopping online at AmazonSmile! 
Just go to smile.amazon.com, select the 

Wilkinsburg Community Development 
Corporation before checking out, and 
the WCDC will receive .5% of every 
AmazonSmile-eligible purchase you make.

Make Your End-of-Year Donation to the WCDC
As a nonprofit organization, the 

WCDC relies on support from community 
members like you. 

Without the financial support 
of residents, businesses, and other 
Wilkinsburg stakeholders, the WCDC’s 
work to promote the revitalization of 
Wilkinsburg could not continue.

Over the past year, thanks to a 
dedicated group of supporters, the WCDC:

>> Raised $3.5 million toward the 
Train Station Restoration Project

>> Introduced the Good All Over 
campaign & installed 100 street banners

>> Welcomed eight new businesses

>> Supported 52 entrepreneurs 
through business workshops & grants

>> Provided grant funds to local 
organizations that served over 275 youth

>> Partnered with local media 
outlets to produce 19 positive press stories

>> Promoted the sale of six business 
district properties

>> Designed & installed 20 
planters, benches, and bike racks

>> Engaged over 1,250 people 
through community events & activities

Help the WCDC continue and 
grow this work in 2018 by making a 
tax-deductible contribution today! 

Donations received on or before 
December 31, 2017, can be written off on 
your 2017 tax return. To make a secure 
donation online, visit wilkinsburgcdc.
org/donate. 

You may also mail or drop off a check 
to the WCDC office located at 1001 

Wood St., Wilkinsburg, PA 15221. 
Thank you, in advance, for 

supporting the revitalization of 
Wilkinsburg!
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SCHOOL DISTRICT CALENDAR

12/19 (Tues.) 7 p.m. Board Reorganization Meeting

12/22–1/1 all day Winter Break

1/15 (Mon.) Martin Luther King Day (no school)

1/17 (Wed.) all day Early Dismissal (half day)

1/22 (Mon.) all day Inservice Day (no school)

1/23 (Tues.) all day Clerical Day (no school)

School District
www.wilkinsburgschools.org

To the Wilkinsburg School District Community:
When I took over as Superintendent of 

the Wilkinsburg School District, I pledged 
to put our children first, to provide our 
teachers and staff with the support and 
training they needed to be successful, and 
to generate positive results.  We knew that 
the first year would be a rebuilding year 
and that our schools would not be turned 
around overnight.

The 2016-2017 PSSA scores under 
our new administration give us reason to 
believe we are on the right track and make 
us optimistic about the future.

The School Performance Profile (SPP) 
score, which tracks the overall performance 
of schools statewide, improved for both 
Kelly and Turner. Both schools moved 
up in the overall rankings of elementary 
schools in Pennsylvania.

The percentage of students who were 
“Advanced” in reading, while still low, 
increased significantly, as did the scores of 
our students in “Text Dependent Analysis.” 
The number of students who received a 
score of “8” on the text dependent analysis 
anchor of the PSSA quadrupled from 6 in 
the 4th grade in 2015-2016 to 24 in the 5th 
grade in 2016-2017.

The percentage of students overall 
who tested at “Proficient” in English 
Language Arts in grades 3-6 increased and 
the percentage scoring at “Below Basic” 
decreased significantly.

In reading, the percentage Below Basic 
decreased from 27% in 2015-2016 to 19% 
in 2016-2017.

In math, the percentage Below Basic 
decreased from 54% to 47%.

In science, the percentage Below Basic 
decreased from 17% to 12%.

These results were similar for both 
Kelly and Turner and show that we are 
making immediate progress with the 
students who have the largest educational 
deficits.  

We also saw pockets of significant 
improvements at Kelly and Turner. For 
example:

At Kelly in 2015-2016, only 20% of 
4th graders were proficient in English 
Language Arts.  In 2016-2017, 39% of 
4th graders at Kelly were proficient. And 
among those moving from 4th grade to 5th 
grade, the percentage proficient increased 
from 20% to 34%.

At Turner in 2015-2016, only 29% of 
4th graders were proficient in ELA. Last 
year, among those same students, now in 
5th grade, nearly 43% were proficient.

Are we satisfied with these results?  Of 
course not. I will never make excuses for 
low student achievement but the fact that 
we showed these improvements within 
only a few months of implementing our 
new teacher professional development 
program is something to be proud of.  

We know we have a long road ahead 
of us and face many challenges. But we are 
seeing that the children of Wilkinsburg 
can succeed, despite the unique challenges 
they face outside of school.  They want 
to learn, and their parents and guardians 
want them to get the best education 
possible.  We believe that goal is achievable 
and will work toward it every day.

We will continue to adapt and employ 
new strategies for making improvements.  

We will provide our educators with the 
support, training and tools they need to 
succeed, and we will hold ourselves and 
everyone in the district accountable for 
doing their part.

With the support of the community 
and the dedicated people who work so 
hard to serve our students, we will make 
the Wilkinsburg School District something 
we can all be proud of.

Sincerely,
Dr. Linda Iverson

Superintendent of Wilkinsburg Schools

Assistant to the Superintendent 
Receives Outstanding 
Supervision Award from PASCD

Dr. Cathleen Cubelic, assistant 
to the superintendent at Wilkinsburg 
Schools, was awarded the prestigious 2017 
Outstanding Supervision Award from the 
Pennsylvania Association for Supervision 
and Curriculum Development (PASCD).

The award is presented to a PASCD 
member who has made a significant 
contribution in the area of supervision and 
shows leadership in professional activities, 
programs or projects that have positively 
impacted schools and students.

“PASCD has played an integral part 
in expanding my professional network and 
nurturing my passion for supervision,” 
says Dr. Cubelic. “I believe creating a 
mindset around growth and continuous 
improvement is crucial to the art and 
science of teaching.”

Dr. Cubelic has served PASCD as 
its regional president, worked with its 
supervision and evaluation committees, 
and helped deliver professional 
development workshops to educators 
across the state. One of her colleagues 
said that Dr. Cubelic “brings forth energy, 
new ideas, and a supportive collegial 
environment to our meetings.”

Another colleague expressed that 
Dr. Cubelic views “supervision not as an 
isolated event but as an ongoing process 
requiring active engagement on the 
employee’s part.”  

A Letter from the Superintendent
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1789 S. Braddock Avenue

Suite 410

Pittsburgh, PA 15218

www.metrofamilypractice.org

412-247-2310
Health care to all people, at every stage in life, 

without regard to their ability to pay…

Library Calendar of Events
These library programs and events are free and open to 

everyone. Reservations can be made at the circulation desk or by 
calling 412.244.2940. M=Main Library; E=Eastridge branch

Adult Programs
One-on-One Tech, by appointment—Call to reserve your time with 

a staff member for smartphone, computer, laptop or other digital 
device coaching. (M & E)

Crochet with Frankie, Mondays, 2 p.m.—Beginners and 
experienced crocheters welcomed. Bring your materials. (M)

Chess, 2nd and 4th Tuesdays at 6 p.m.; 2nd and 4th Saturdays at 11 
a.m.—All ages welcome. (E)

Crochet, Saturdays, 11 a.m.—Join Frankie to get tips and help 
with your projects. (E)

Children’s Programs
Holiday Cards & Crafts, Wednesday, Dec. 6, 5:30 p.m.—Spread 

holiday cheer by making something for someone special. (M)
Holiday Stories, Wednesday, Dec. 13, 5:30 p.m.—A time for 

holiday stories, crafts and songs. Family fun for all ages. (M)
Family Storytime, Mondays, 11 a.m. (M) and Thursdays, 11 a.m. 

(E)—Read stories, play games and sing songs. For babies through 
preschoolers accompanied by an adult. 

Video Games, Tuesdays, 3–6 p.m.—Enjoy the game selection (M)
Pre-K Play, Wednesdays, 11 a.m. and 3 p.m.—Give your children 

the skills they will need to be successful in kindergarten.  For all 
preschoolers with an adult. (M)

Block Builders, Thursdays, 3–5 p.m.—Build with Legos, wooden 
blocks, Magna Tiles, Lincoln Logs and more. (M)

Pittsburgh Action Against Rape (PAAR) will offer the 
workshop “Understanding Human Trafficking and How to 
Respond” on Thursday, January 25 from 4–6 p.m. at the South 
Avenue Methodist Church. To register, send check or money order 
for $5, name, U.S. or email address and telephone number to Mary 
Ann Hvizdos, 825 Mifflin Avenue, Wilkinsburg, PA 15221, by 
Monday, January 22. Make checks payable to Blessed Be Educators. 
Handouts and refreshments will be provided. Educators wishing 
to obtain PA Education Act 48 professional development hours 
should bring an additional $5 fee. Contact Hvizdos at mahvizdos@
verizon.net or 412.807.1611 with questions.

On Saturday, November 19, the Wilkinsburg Sanctuary Project 
in partnership with the Wilkinsburg Police Department offered a 

successful gun buy back. Gift certificates to Giant Eagle or Target 
were given: $50 for handguns and $25 for rifles. In addition to 
Wilkinsburg residents, people came from as far away as Fayette 
County to safely surrender their guns and ammunition. In 
addition, free gun locks were supplied. A line started forming at 
11 a.m., an hour before the gun buy back was scheduled to begin. 
In total, the police collected 50 handguns and 6 rifles, as well as 
two buckets full of ammunition.

November’s Gun Buy–Back Collects Many Weapons and Ammunition

Human Trafficking Seminar Offered

The long-awaited “W” by artist Joe Petrina has been erected at the corner of S. Trenton 
and Penn Avenues, the site of an old brick welcome sign that was destroyed a couple of 
years ago. The “W” is made of steel and offers interesting shapes and shadows depending 
on the time of day and angle of viewing. The design was chosen by the Wilkinsburg 
Community Art and Civic Design Commission in consultation with the community.
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Greater Wilkinsburg Chamber of Commerce
1001 Wood St., Wilkinsburg 15221 •  412.242.0234  •  info@wilkinsburgchamber.com

www.wilkinsburgchamber.com

Chamber of Commerce

Wilkinsburg Gives Thanks
More than 100 Wilkinsburg friends and neighbors enjoyed breakfast and a short 

program on the campus of the Western Pennsylvania School for the Deaf (WPSD) 
on November 15 
at the 53rd annual 
Wilkinsburg Gives 
Thanks. A special 
thank you to Thomas 
W. Douglas, Director 
of the Bach Choir 
of Pittsburgh for 
delivering a message 
on the importance of 
“Being Thankful.” 

Reverend Nancy 
Chalfant-Walker, St. 
Stephens Episcopal 
Church, Al Merritt, Hosanna House, Inc. and John Irwin, Wilkinsburg Chamber 
of Commerce Board member, offered prayers of thanks. Students from WPSD and 
Pittsburgh Urban Christian School co-performed a special music selection, “Of Give 
Thanks,” for the attendees. 

The Chamber hopes to see you next November at the 54th Annual breakfast.

Welcome New Chamber of Commerce Business Members
The Chamber thanks the following organizaitions for joining the Greater 

Wilkinsburg Chamber of Commerce:  
StoreXpress, Brinton Road
First Commonwealth Bank

Legal Shield
Primary Health Care Services

The success of the Chamber depends upon partnerships with neighbors and 
community businesses.

Become a Member
The Greater Wilkinsburg Chamber of Commerce nurtures the growth, prosperity 

and sustainability of businesses in Wilkinsburg and the surrounding communities. The 
Chamber is growing in both membership and in the resources and opportunities it 
provides. If you are thinking about starting a business, already a business owner, or an 
entrepreneur ready to move to the next level, the Chamber is here to help you.

Learn more about the Chamber and membership benefits like business networking 
and workshops, increased advertising exposure, shared office space and group health 
insurance. Visit wilkinsburgchamber.com or email info@wilkinsburgchamber.com. 

Wilkinsburg Thursday Open Market Closed 
for the Season. 

Thanks so much for your support of the vendors and the 
farmers. See you in June 2018!

The Greater Wilkinsburg Chamber of Commerce ensures the 
growth, prosperity and sustainability of businesses in Wilkinsburg 
and the surrounding communities.

WCDC Honors Workshop Grads

Last month, the WCDC and partners 
celebrated another class of Business 
Planning Workshop graduates. Nine 
entrepreneurs graduated from the fall 
workshop, representing a broad range of 
businesses, including a marketing company, 
a hair salon, and even a protein ball 
manufacturer.

The workshop, developed in 2015 by 
WCDC Business Development Specialist 
Gordon Manker, follows the Core Four 
Business Planning Course® approach, 
geared toward both aspiring and existing 
business owners. Since beginning this 
program, the WCDC has helped about 100 

entrepreneurs as they work to achieve their 
goals. If you want to learn more about the 
WCDC’s business support programs and 
upcoming opportunities, call 412.727.7855.

909 West Street
Wilkinsburg, PA 15221

412.723.3662

AHCA/NCAL Award
for Quality Care

short- and long-term care
personal care

in-house dialysis
respiratory therapist
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7516 Meade Street . Pittsburgh, PA 15208 . www.eastendfood.coop . 412.242.3598

The Holidays start at your Co-op
Local products, great tasting food, gift cards; you’ll find it all here at your Co-op.

Artist Jennifer Chenoweth, Wilkinsburg’s artist-in-residence working on a two-year placemaking project, 
recently filmed a TED Talk that will be released in the near future. Her talk is based on a 2013 project 
that she created in Austin, Texas, mapping the emotional landscape of that city, known as the XYZ 
Atlas. She and geographer David O’Donnell collaborated to create a color coded and topographical-
like map that corresponds to residents’ emotional experiences in locations that they pinpointed. 503 
participants answered questions like “Where do you feel alive and excited?” and “Where did you feel 
utter disgust?” to help create the map. The project was updated in 2016.

“XYZ Atlas is a different inroad to a sustained conversation that is ‘How are you?’” explains 
Chenoweth in her TED Talk. “Through the use of art, we are able to visually demonstrate the health 
value of healing our souls and communities.”

Chenoweth’s talk is part of the TEDMED series, which has not announced a release date yet. For more 
information on Chenoweth’s work, visit fisterrastudio.com.

Christmas—December 25

School Board 4 year terms—LaTonya Washington, 
Debra Raubenstrauch, Ed Donovan, Marcia L. 
Jones
School Board 2 year term—Ashley Comans

Note that since Marita Garrett won 
both the race for mayor and for Council 
Ward 1, she will have to choose which 
to accept. If she chooses to accept the 
position of mayor, council will vote to 
appoint a resident of Ward 1 to the open 
seat for two years at which time residents 
of Ward 1 who are interested can run for 
the remainder of the term. Stay tuned for 
details as they become available.

normal business hours. Application period 
closes at 4 p.m. on December 11, 2017 
Wilkinsburg residency is not required for 
this position. (EEO)

 
Finance Clerk Position

The Borough of Wilkinsburg is 
accepting applications for the position 
of Finance Clerk III in the Finance 
Department. The hourly rate of pay is 
$20.12. This is a union position and 
includes benefits package. Position 
description and Borough employment 
application are available at www.
wilkinsburgpa.gov. Send application to 
Amanda Ford, Wilkinsburg Borough, 
605 Ross Ave, Wilkinsburg, PA 
15221 or AFord@wilkinsburgpa.gov; 
applications also accepted at the Borough 
administrative offices during normal 
business hours. Application period 
closes at 4 p.m. on December 11, 2017.
Wilkinsburg residency is required for this 
position. (EEO)
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As Ebersole explains, “Although 
completely dehydrated, the gelatin will 
reabsorb moisture and melt back into 
a liquid when heated to the [original] 
animal’s natural resting temperature.”

She has taken advantage of this 
property, periodically melting down her 
works, casting them into new forms. 
“In this way, the work...moves through 
different ‘lifetimes’ in a cyclical manner,” 
said Ebesole.

Ebersole is originally from Denver, 
Colorado, but went to graduate school at 
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Ohio University. “Many of the friends I met 
there, in addition to my partner, moved to 
Wilkinsburg after their studies or teaching 
positions,” said Ebersole. “They all started 
doing some really amazing work, creating 
their own studios (Tip Type) and opening 
up a small business (Lovett Sundries).”

So Ebersole moved here, too. “I 
wanted to live somewhere where I was 
exposed to and could contribute to an 
environment that was diverse.”

“I really love my neighbors—we 
have formed many lovely and invaluable 
friendships.


