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A Free Community Newsletter Bringing You Good News About Wilkinsburg

Local Private School
Expands Its Campus

photo from Wilkinsburg Historical Society

Pittsburgh Urban Christian School
(PUCS) has purchased the historic Boys
and Girls Club at 813 South Avenue, two
doors from their current school building.
Built in the early 1900s, the 13,000-squarefoot building was originally the home
of Bell Telephone Company’s switching
equipment and board operators. Beginning
in the 1940s, the Boys and Girls Club
served thousands of children there. Its
long, narrow brick frame consists of three
self-supporting floors with high ceilings
and plenty of flexibility.
The property includes more than a
half-acre of fenced-in grassy space, a unique
asset for an urban campus. Its moldable
indoor and outdoor spaces complement
PUCS’ current 22,000-square-foot facility.
PUCS received a comprehensive grant
from The Hansen Foundation to cover the
cost of the purchase, initial renovations,
one year’s worth of utilities, and a fullcampus architectural design plan. They
continued on page 2

Boys and Girls Club in 1967.

Will We Be Added to
the National Register of
Historic Places?

An image of the proposed boundaries of a historic district
presented at the January 8 meeting.

A proposal to add 189 resources—
on approximately 60 acres— to the
National Register of Historic Places by
creating a new district in Wilkinsburg
will be considered in February by a state
committee to be sent to the National Park
Service (NPS) for approval.
If forwarded to the NPS, the proposal
will be accepted or rejected by early
summer.
Bill Callahan, Western PA community
preservation coordinator, said at a
public meeting on January 8 that such
continued on page 2

New Grant Ensures Continuing
Improvements along Ardmore Corridor
Wilkinsburg recently received an
additional $475,000 toward its continuing
improvement of the the Ardmore corridor
through a Keystone Communities grant,
administered through the Department of
Community and Economic Development.
The funds will be used to resurface
and secure the wall along the Ardmore
corridor leading up to the light at Penn
Avenue, rebuild the entranceways at either
end of the wall, create a lighted pathway on
top for pedestrians (connecting Franklin
Avenue with Penn Avenue), place benches,
and plant trees and shrubs.
Over the past year with resources
from a prior grant, abandoned houses
and endangered structures have been
demolished and dead trees removed along
the Ardmore wall. Engineers HRG have
completed a plan for design and repair of
the wall.

“We will be having a community
meeting in the next couple of months
to talk to neighbors to get their ideas,”
explained Pamela Macklin, council
president.
The repair of the wall and
construction of the pathway and park
above is scheduled for 2019 after
PennDOT reviews and approves all the
changes and develops the rerouting of
traffic plan for construction.
Earlier, the borough received another
$375,000 grant towards this project.
“The Ardmore corridor is attracting
investment and businesses (Community
Forge in Johnson School, SSA’s new
building, and Progressive’s accidents
assessment center) and we anticipate this
will continue,” said Macklin.
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Tax Assistance Available for Seniors
Fridays in Wilkinsburg
Beginning Friday, February 9
through Friday, March 30, AARP tax-aide
volunteer counselors will be available at
the Wilkinsburg Borough building from
10 a.m. to 1 p.m. People will be assisted on
a first come, first served basis.
All counselors are IRS-certified as to
their basic and senior-related preparation.
Some returns, such as those of business
and rental property owners, may be beyond
their scope.
If your return is unusual or difficult,
you are urged to visit a counselor in
advance to get advice on what documents
you might need to bring to complete your
forms.
If you have lost a beloved spouse, you
will need a death certificate to assist with
filing your federal and state returns as
well as one for the State Property or Rent
Rebate application (AARP tax preparers
can also assist you with these filings).

A Note on How to Treat Snowy
Sidewalks Ecologically
Nine Mile Run Watershed (NMRW)
reminds the community that after snow
melts, chemicals used to treat icy sidewalks
and driveways are picked up by water and
transported to our waterways, leading to
higher salinity in streams and rivers. This
impacts wildlife that are not used to such
conditions and can have a lasting negative
effect on the watershed.
To address this, shovel as soon as
you can after it stops snowing, which

helps prevent the snow from melting and
refreezing, or compacting as people walk
or drive over it. This greatly reduces the
amount of ice that forms and the amount
of de-icer needed. In the event of freezing
rain, put down a small amount of de-icer in
advance to prevent ice from forming.
Using a hand-held salt spreader allows
you to be precise and frugal with your
application. Some tutorials online show
you how to make your own. Most people
and businesses apply far more de-icer than
necessary.
Choose less toxic de-icer blends such
as ones labeled “pet safe” that do not
list sodium chloride (a.k.a. NaCl) as an
ingredient. These blends are easier on our
watershed and on landscaping and furry
friends’ paws.
HISTORIC REGISTER, from page 1
a designation would allow Wilkinsburg
to share its history and open new doors
for economic development, tourism, and
grants for preservation efforts.
If approved, the national registration
would not restrict private property owners
or invoke local zoning restrictions.
The proposal to include this district
in the national registry is based on a
period of significance from 1870–1960
and the land holdings of James Kelly,
who was influential in the residential and
commercial development of the area.
The area is also significant for its
transportation history and architecture.
The proposed district is roughly
bounded by North Avenue; Mill Street,
Swissvale Avenue, Stoner Way, Rebecca
Avenue, and the
Martin Luther King
(MLK) Jr. East Busway.
It includes three
buildings already
individually listed on
the National Register
of Historic Places: the
Sperling Building (on
Penn Avenue); the
C. Sperling House;
and the former
Pennsylvania Railroad
Wilkinsburg Station.

Valentine’s Day—February 14
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BOYS AND GIRLS, from page 1
plan to map out educational opportunities,
necessary renovations, and systems and
code-required upgrades to both buildings.
John Irwin, who serves on the Boys
and Girls Club board, said, “PUCS is a
wonderful, important and vital member of
the Wilkinsburg community....PUCS will
fill the building with active young bodies
and minds just as BGC had for many years.
In this building, [they] will develop young
people into fine, contributing members of
the community and will educate and form
the leaders of tomorrow.”
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Lively Pittsburgh Chooses
Wilkinsburg to Host SeniorRelated Projects
Lively Pittsburgh, a senior-serving
nonprofit in Pittsburgh, will be hosting
two projects in Wilkinsburg for
Wilkinsburg residents in the coming
months. First will be the “Aging Your
Way” project, which will occur in two
parts: first, staff will host a workshop with
senior residents in which seniors will have
an opportunity to explain difficulties,
challenges, or simply different things they
would like to see in Wilkinsburg. Then,
at a later date, an “Aging Your Way” event
will be hosted to meet these needs for local
residents.
Lively Pittsburgh has also selected
Wilkinsburg for their Walkability Project,
which will also occur in two parts. First,
a “crossing event” will take place to kick
off this project and explain the next steps;
afterwards, weekly Walkability events
will take place in which attendees will be
trained to recognize 22 common street
hazards and will walk a designated route to
identify these hazards in the Wilkinsburg

community. This data can then be used by
borough staff to understand where street
improvements might occur to improve the
walkability of Wilkinsburg for residents
and especially seniors.

affected their lives over the history of the
municipality. Due to the success of this
event, the borough and WCDC hope to
plan more events and tours for residents in
the future.

Senior Day Opportunities

New Slate of Leaders for 2018

A Senior Day has been held monthly
at the Borough over the last several
months. To be included in the notification
list, contact the Borough at 412.244.2900
or email info@wilkinsburgpa.gov.

Wilkinsburg Hosts Tour of the
City of Churches
On Thursday, January 18, the Borough
and WCDC partnered with Preservation
Pittsburgh and artist Jennifer Chenoweth
to host a all-expense-paid tour of
Wilkinsburg churches for senior residents.
This bus tour covered eleven churches,
all within Wilkinsburg, and included
a walking tour within an additional
two—St. James Catholic Church and
St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church. After
this tour, attendees met for a lunch and
discussion of how churches and faith have

The new mayor of Wilkinsburg,:
Marita Garrett, was sworn in on January 2.
Wilkinsburg Council has had their reorganization meeting, and the results are:
Pamela Macklin, council president;
Vanessa McCarthy Johnson, vice
president; China Lee (newly elected),
president pro tempore; Paige Trice,
Patrick Shattuck;mDenise Edwards
(newly elected); Michael Rose, Michael
Lefebvre; Linda Atkins (appointed to
replace Marita Garrett’s vacated seat in
Ward 1)

Council Committees and Chairs
Administration Committee: President
Macklin and Donn Henderson, borough
manager
Budget and Finance Committee:
Patrick Shattuck, chair
Business Outreach and Jobs
Development: President Macklin, chair
Capital Planning and Blight
UPCOMING MEETINGS
Committee: Patrick Shattuck, chair
Social Media & Promotions Committee, 1st floor
Constituent Service & Special Events
Committee:
Vice-President McCarthyPlanning Commission, 2nd floor
Johnson
Council Work Session, 2nd floor
Personnel, Policy and Procedure
Committee:
Paige Trice, chair
Constituent Service & Special Events Committee, 2nd floor
Public Safety Committee: Michael
Wilkinsburg Arts Commission, 2nd floor
Rose, chair (new chair to be determined)
Social Media & Promotions
Budget & Finance Committee, 1st floor
Committee: Denise Edwards

2/5 (Mon.)

6:30 p.m.

2/6 (Tues.)

6 p.m.

2/7 (Wed.)

7 p.m.

2/8 (Thurs.)

10 a.m.

2/8 (Thurs.)

6 p.m.

2/12 (Mon.)

4 p.m.

2/12 (Mon.)

6 p.m.

2/15 (Thurs.)

5 p.m.

Public Safety Forum, 2nd floor

2/15 (Thurs.)

5:30 p.m.

Parks & Recreation Advisory Board, 1st floor

2/20 (Tues.)

9 a.m.

Public Safety Committee, 2nd floor

2/21 (Wed.)

7 p.m.

Council Legislative Session, 2nd floor

2/22 (Thurs.)

10 a.m.

Personnel, Policy & Procedure Committee, 1st floor

2/26 (Mon.)

5:30 p.m.

Joint Tax Committee, 2nd floor

2/28 (Wed.)

5:30 p.m.

Blight and Capital Planning Committee, 1st floor

2/28 (Wed.)

6:30 p.m.

Shade Tree Advisory Committee, 2nd floor

Library Board, 2nd floor

Notary Public
Do you need a notary? The
Wilkinsburg Borough Building has
a Notary Public on staff. If you need
something notarized, stop by the 1st
Floor Administration offices. If you are a
Wilkinsburg resident, it's FREE. If you are
not a resident, it’s $5 per document.

See page 8 for the 2018
Recycling Pickup Schedule.

All meetings will take place in Wilkinsburg Borough Building, 605 Ross Ave.
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Welcome WCDC’s New Intern
Casey Schmauder joined the WCDC
in winter 2018 as the organization’s Grant
Writing and Communications Intern.
She is completing her bachelor’s degree
at the University of Pittsburgh this April.
At Pitt, she is a Campus Correspondent
for Her Campus
Media, and she
previously worked
for Pittsburgh
Magazine.
Please join
the WCDC in
welcoming Casey to
the community!

Two-Way Street Fest Set to Return in May
The WCDC wants to celebrate Wilkinsburg and its assets—its vibrant community
and small business owners—with you.
On Saturday, May 19, 1 p.m. to 5 p.m., the WCDC will hold the second annual TwoWay Street Fest on Wood Street between Penn and Franklin Avenues, and the event is
free and open to the public.
Last year’s inaugural event brought together 1,000 residents, business owners,
and stakeholders in the
Wilkinsburg community to
enjoy vendors and activities for
all ages, like a climbing wall
and bounce castle obstacle
course for the kids and
live music, food, and adult
beverages (for purchase) for
adult attendees.
Officer Yuhouse of
the Wilkinsburg Police
Department said he’d never
seen such an exciting event
held in Wilkinsburg.
“I have worked in
Wilkinsburg for 25 years,”
Yuhouse said, “and this is the
best event I have ever seen in
this community.”
And just as Wilkinsburg has
grown—Wilkinsburg welcomed
eight new businesses in the last
year—the WCDC hopes to see
the event grow, too.
Kick off the spring with
food and fun on May 19!
To get involved or learn
more, contact 412.727.7855.

4 Wilkinsburg Sun I February 2018

Save the

Dates!
Saturday, February 10, 9 a.m.
WCDC Board Meeting; WCDC
Office—1001 Wood Street
Wednesday, February 21, 5 p.m.
Green, Clean & Safe Committee
Meeting; Borough Building
Street—605 Ross Avenue.
Saturday, May 19, 1–5 p.m.
Two-Way Street Fest; Wood Street
To support the WCDC, send a taxdeductible contribution to 1001 Wood
St., Wilkinsburg, PA 15221
OR donate online at
wilkinsburgcdc.org
Thank you!
412.727.7855 • 412.871.3149 (fax)
info@wilkinsburgcdc.org

®

School District

www.wilkinsburgschools.org

Looking Back on the 2017 Fall Semester
The Wilkinsburg School District wanted to highlight some of the positive happenings in the past year and looks forward to seeing
what the rest of 2018 brings.

Three 6th grade students from Turner Elementary School
participated in Duquesne University’s CalcuSolve math
tournament. Most of their competitors were 7th and 8th
graders.

photo by Remake Learning

Beverly’s Birthdays provides teachers from Kelly and Turner with many wonderful resources to celebrate our students’
birthdays. Each homeroom teacher is given a birthday box full of fun for classroom celebrations and treat bags to give to
their students as a birthday gift. As a way of saying thank you, students and parents from Kelly Elementary School ran a
toy drive for Beverly’s Birthdays to help other children in our community and surrounding areas.

iNACOL Symposium.

K-2nd grade students at Kelly and Turner Elementary Schools received free coats and scarves from Pittsburgh firefighters
and Operation Warm. They love their new winter gear!

SCHOOL DISTRICT CALENDAR
2/19 (Mon.)

all day

President’s Day (no school)

2/20 (Tues.)

7 p.m.

Board Planning Session

2/21 (Mon.)

half day

Early Dismissal (half day)—In-Service Day

2/27 (Wed.)

7 p.m

Board Legislative Session

After attending the International Association for K-12
Online Learning (iNACOL) symposium, Kelly Elementary
School STEAM teacher Timothy Weinstein said: “By the
end of the conference, I saw how the Wilkinsburg School
District was, in some ways, ahead of the curve. And as we
continue to restructure the district, we’re being guided by
an administration that not only shares a common vision
with the faculty and staff, but also knows how to effect
major change the ‘right way’…we discussed how schools
go about implementing change and the obstacles they
encounter. As I listened, I reflected on the changes our
schools have undergone since our current superintendent’s
arrival. From the implementation of text-dependent
analysis as a high-yield literacy strategy to the use of special
area teachers, such as myself, to work in small groups
with academically struggling students, and the addition of
positive behavior intervention support coaches and a social
worker to help behaviorally struggling students, it became
obvious to me that the Wilkinsburg School District is on
the right track.”
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PUCS Students Fulfill Three Wishes for Former Wilkinsburg Coach
Pittsburgh Urban Christian School
had the opportunity to adopt a resident at
a local nursing home, Concordia in Cabot,
for Christmas.

They were given the name of Al
Mauro, who not only spent years coaching
football in Wilkinsburg, including the
high school, but met, dated and married
Lois, who taught
in the same school
system and also
had family roots in
Wilkinsburg.
With the help
of PUCS’ 8th grade
class, Wilkinsburg
Historical
Society, friends
in the community
(including the WHS
class of 1975), the
Offering a wide range of organic, natural, and local products.
school board in
conjunction with
.
.
.
7516 Meade Street Pittsburgh, PA 15208 www.eastendfood.coop 412.242.3598

Locally grown, community owned.

John Irwin, gifted scrapbooker volunteers,
and players from the coach’s teams from
multiple schools, PUCS was able to
surprise and honor Mauro’s contribution
to the local community.
Coach Mauro, through Concordia
Lutheran Ministries and the help of PUCS
staff and students, was reconnected to
his story and community and granted his
three wishes:
• a memory scrapbook of his coaching
career
• a reunion with players that he had
the opportunity to coach
• reconciliation with a loved one.
If you want to be in touch with Coach
Mauro, mail can be sent to Concordia, 134
Marwood Road, Room 2122P in Cabot,
PA 16023.

1789 S. Braddock Avenue
Suite 410
Pittsburgh, PA 15218
www.metrofamilypractice.org

412-247-2310
Health care to all people, at every stage in life,
without regard to their ability to pay…
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Chamber of Commerce
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Library Calendar
These library programs and events are
free and open to everyone. Reservations
can be made at the circulation desk or by
calling 412.244.2940. M=Main Library;
E=Eastridge branch

Adult Programs
Black History Month Lecture, Thursday,
Feb. 15, 6 p.m. (E) & Saturday, Feb. 17, 1 p.m.
(M)—“Two Immortal African Americans:
Henrietta Lacks and Dr. Charles Drew”
is the topic for Vince Neal’s lecture and
discussion. (See page 2.)
One-on-One Tech, by appointment—Call
to reserve your time with a staff member
for smartphone, computer, laptop or other
digital device coaching. (M & E)
Crochet with Frankie, Mondays, 2 p.m.—
Beginners and experienced crocheters
welcomed. Bring your materials. (M)
Chess, 2nd and 4th Tuesdays at 6 p.m.;
2nd and 4th Saturdays at 11 a.m.—All ages
welcome. (E)
Crochet, Saturdays, 11 a.m.—Join Frankie
to get tips and help with your projects. (E)

Children’s Programs
Black History Month Storytime, Mondays,
11 a.m. (M) and Thursdays, 11 a.m. (E)—Read
stories, play games and sing songs. For
babies through preschoolers with an adult.
Black History Month Family Movie,
Wednesday, Feb. 14, 4 p.m.—This month’s
feature movie is Remember the Titans. All
ages welcome. (M)
Marie Maynard Science Day, Tuesday, Feb.
20, 3 p.m.—It will be a day of fun chemistry
experiments to honor the legacy of the first
black woman to earn her PhD in chemistry.
All ages. (M)
Black History Month Bingo, all month—In
February, complete an activity bingo card
and take home a free book. (M & E)
Art Club, Tuesdays, 3–5 p.m.—Let your
creative juices flow! All ages. (M)
Video Games, Tuesdays, 3–6 p.m.—Enjoy
the Wii and Xbox selection! (M)
Pre-K Open Play, Wednesdays, 11 a.m.—
Give your children the skills they will
need to be successful in kindergarten. For
preschoolers with an adult. (M)
Afternoon Movies, Wednesdays, 4–6
p.m.—A fun, new movie each week. All ages.
(M)

Wilkinsburg Chamber Is Turning 125!
It’s time to celebrate a century and a quarter of incredible connections, people,
traditions, and impact. Founded in 1893 with a vision to support and promote
Wilkinsburg businesses, the Wilkinsburg Chamber of today continues the mission to
nurture the growth, prosperity
and sustainability of business in
our community.
We’re planning a variety of
events to celebrate throughout
the year, including an anniversary
party in September. We hope you
will celebrate with us!
Please share your stories
and your photos as we honor the
history of the Chamber and the
community.
Contact the Chamber
office at 412.242.0234 or info@
wilkinsburgchamber.com.

The Wilkinsburg Chamber Of Commerce Presents…
New Officers for 2018
President: 		
Vice President:
Treasurer: 		
Secretary: 		
Past President:

Erica Upshaw-Givner
Doug Duffus
Craig Keto
Jerry Gaudi
Yvonne James

Representatives on the Board of Directors for 2018–2020
Beverly Garrett, John Irwin, Barbara Moore, Stephanie Smith, Clark Walter
The Chamber offers its congratulations and thanks for your dedication and service!

Vendor Registration for the 2018 Wilkinsburg Thursday Open
Market Begins in February
The market will be open for business from
mid-June through mid-November.
Contact the Chamber for a vendor
application.

The Chamber Has a New Address
The Wilkinsburg Chamber of Commerce has a new home on
the 2nd floor of 900 Wood Street, Wilkinsburg, PA 15221
The office is open Tuesday through Thursday from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Greater Wilkinsburg Chamber of Commerce

900 Wood St., 2nd fl., Wilkinsburg 15221 • 412.242.0234 • info@wilkinsburgchamber.com

Join the Chamber.
Get Involved.
Make an Impact!
www.wilkinsburgsun.com 7

DATE COLOR KEY
Red - Holidays (No Pickup)
Blue - Recycling Pickup M-F
Grey - No Pickup
Green - Yard Debris Pickup

Borough of
Wilkinsburg

White - Tue, Wed, Fri

2018 Recycling Pickup Schedule

Recyclables will be picked up the same day as your trash pickup day.
"Blue Week" pickups will occur Monday through Friday unless pickup is delayed a day due to holidays. (see calendar)
"White Week" pickups will occur Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Fridays. If you are a "White Week" with a Monday or Thursday trash pickup, your recyclables will be
picked up in the "Blue Week" on your normal trash day.
Don't know if you're a "blue week" or "white week"? Any other questions? Call Public Works at 412-244-2959 or the Borough Office at 412-244-2900
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Reminders: All recyclables can be co-mingled in one bin. Please place recycling bins at the curb no earlier than 6PM the night before collection, and no
later than 6AM on the day of collection. Please, no Styrofoam, light bulbs, window glass, or plastic bags.
Recycling dropoffs: Parking lot behind 616 South Ave. / Parking lot across from 747 Wallace Ave. / DPW Garage at 1230 Park Ave.
What can be recycled: Aluminum and steel cans - Glass bottles (no caps), jars, and jugs - Plastics with number 1 thru 5 - Newspapers, magazines,
phone books (bundled and tied) - Paperboard (ie; cereal boxes) - Junk mail, office paper, pamphlets, brochures booklets - Corrugated Cardboard
(broken down/flattened) - Pizza Boxes (empty and clean, no food debris or wax paper)

