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The Community Forge Opens for Operation
Far left—Mayor
Marita Garrett held
her inauguration
reception at
Community Forge on
Jan 2 in the central
atrium. Lower left
and right—Volunteers
worked with attention
to detail for building’s
opening in January.

Entertainment Consortium, K-Dance, Pittsburgh Housing
and Development Association, Working For Kids: Building
Skills.
Non-tenant spaces, such as the central atrium, are
available for event rental and many local groups are already
taking advantage of the spaces. More renovation is to be
done. If you are interested in volunteering or learning more
about the project, write to hello@forge.community.

The Community Forge in the former
Johnson school building is officially open,
receiving their occupancy permit from the
Borough just before the new year.
Currently, the first two floors are
occupiable, and the permanent tenant
space is sold out.The tenants (referred
to as “members”) include: Pittsburgh
Learning Commons, Xpogo, Gwen’s
Girls, Lost But Not Forgotten Outreach,
Official Entertainment, Inc., GoPhelb,
Carol Black, Kela Stubbs, Williams
Janitorial Service / Williams Security, The
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Vacant Property Success: Restoring a Historic Home in Wilkinsburg, SEE PAGE 4

Bulletin Board

www.wilkinsburgsun.com
www.facebook.com/wilkinsburgsun

Clean Up Day Is April 21
Wilkinsburg Borough will hold the
annual Community Clean Up Day on
Saturday, April 21.
Residents and organizations are
encouraged to organize a project and
contact the borough for any assistance with
the project. In addition, individuals can
contact the borough to express their intent
to participate.
Individuals are asked to pick up their
assignments at the Borough Building
starting at 8 a.m. A lunch will be served to
participants at noon inside the fire station.
A quarterly electronics recycling event
will be held at the Public Works facility,
1230 Park Ave, on the same day.
Two planning meetings will be held
for the event late March and early April.
Contact the Wilkinsburg Borough offices
at 412.244.2900 or email with a subject
line of “clean up” to info@wilkinsburgpa.gov
for inclusion in meeting notifications.
Check the Wilkinsburg Borough
Facebook page or web site, www.
wilkinsburgpa.gov, for details.

Background Actors Needed
The Netflix series Mindhunter will be
shooting Season 2 in the area again soon
and they are in need of paid background
actors.
They will be shooting a large marching
scene in Wilkinsburg in late spring and
will need locals to participate. If you are
interested, submit your name, photos,
email and basic sizes (height and weight,
dress size, etc.) to mindhuntercasting@
gmail.com.
You can follow their Facebook page
for changing needs at Mindhunter Extras
Casting.
‘Vanished East End’ Presentation
Wilkinsburg Historical Society will
meet Monday, March 19 at South Avenue
United Methodist Church at 7:30 p.m.
Guest speaker will be Justin Greenawalt
whose lecture and photo program is “In
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Plain Sight: Fragments of a Vanished East
End.”
Greenawalt will discuss the loss of
some of Pittsburgh’s now-demolished
buildings. A noted preservationist, he
is president of the East Liberty Valley
Historical Society and has extensive
experience in historical architecture.
The program runs from 7:30 to 9
p.m., is free, and is open to the public.
Attendees should use the Ross Avenue
entrance, left door. All are welcome.

all while supporting the Children’s Center
at the Western Pennsylvania School for the
Deaf (WPSD).
Join them on Friday, April 13, from
6–8:30 p.m. at The Edgewood Club as
WPSD hosts An Evening in Edgewood.
Tickets and sponsorship opportunities
can be found by visiting wpsd.org and
the WPSD Facebook page. For more
information, contact Sarah Bartlebaugh at
sbartlebaugh@wpsd.org.

Tax Assistance Available for Seniors
Fridays in Wilkinsburg
Every Friday through March 30,
AARP tax-aide volunteer counselors will
be available at the Wilkinsburg Borough
Building from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. People
will be assisted on a first come, first served
basis.
All counselors are IRS-certified as to
their basic and senior-related preparation.
Some returns, such as for business and
rental property owners may be beyond
their scope.
If your return is unusual or difficult,
you are urged to visit a counselor in
advance to get advice on what documents
you might need to bring to complete your
forms.
If you have lost a spouse, you will
need a death certificate to assist with filing
your federal and state returns as well as
one for the State Property or Rent Rebate
application (AARP tax preparers can also
assist you with these filings).

Grand Opening of Radcliffe
Join the Chamber of Commerce’s
Buiness After Hours to celebrate the grand
opening of Radcliffe Local Color, 761
Penn Avenue in Wilkinsburg on Tuesday,
March 13, 5–7 p.m.
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Fundraiser for School for Deaf
Get to know your neighbors and enjoy
great food and drinks along with live
entertainment in a fun, casual atmosphere,

Sign up to receive The Sun
by email at eepurl.com/v0iBP
and friend us on Facebook.

Wilkinsburg Borough
www.wilkinsburgpa.gov

Offerings for
Seniors Increase
On Tuesday, March 27, at 9:30 a.m.,
Wilkinsburg Borough will host its March
Senior Activities Day at the borough
building, 605 Ross Avenue.
These monthly events have featured
a wide spectrum of activities, including a
variety of speakers from the community,
exercise led by a nationally-certified
silver sneakers instructor, classes such as
computer use or greeting card making, a
hot lunch with entertainment, and bingo
with prizes from local businesses.
A unique feature of the March day
of activities will be visiting nutritionists
from Community LIFE. The speaker
will provide seniors with information on
topics such as managing a diabetic diet,
microwave cooking, frequently asked
questions about diet, and general nutrition
101.
This event is free and open to all
Wilkinsburg residents above the age of 55.
For a more regular senior service,
the borough also offers a neighborhood
walking program at 1:30 p.m. on
Wednesdays called the Wilkinsburg
Walkers.
Attendees are provided with a
pedometer to track steps, distance, and
calories burned, as well as a blue vest
exhibiting the logo of the program. Each
week, this group walks approximately one
mile. This walk has been described as
being a benefit to physical health and a
social time with other Wilkinsburg seniors.
Finally, Lively Pittsburgh is
bringing their “Age Your Way” series to
Wilkinsburg, in which they intend to host
a community meeting to field suggestions
for events or activities that seniors would
like to see in the community, and at a
later date will orchestrate that event.
Dates and locations for the Age Your Way
series are being determined; look for more
information through The Wilkinsburg Sun,
the borough Facebook page, or flyers.
For more information about any
program, call the borough administrative
offices at 412.244.2900, email info@
wilkinsburgpa.gov, or message the borough
Facebook page.

Goodbye—and Hellos
The Borough of Wilkinsburg
wishes their employee Marge Johnston
all the best. In the Finance Department,
Marge handled all the accounts payable
and receivable duties, payroll, and just
about anything else was given to her.
She’s retiring after 36 years of
employment with the Borough and
she will be sorely missed. Marge was
kind enough to stick around and train
her replacement before she left. On
that note, the Borough of Wilkinsburg
would like to welcome Shawniece
Johnson to the team. She will be
taking over all of Marge’s duties. A
Wilkinsburg resident for about three
years, Shawniece says she is excited to be
a part of the team and ready to take on
the challenge.
The borough would also like to
welcome Latifah Winkey to the Code
Enforcement team. Latifah has been
a resident for about 3 years also and is
ready to hit the ground running.

Local Government
Week Schedule in April
Monday April 16, Library Open
House, 6-8 p.m. Attend activities hosted by
the library board, including book readings,
kids activities, adult computer services
information, and community services expo
in council chambers.
Tuesday, April 17, Firehouse and
Police Open House, 6-8 p.m. Meet the
firefighters of Station 16. and tour the Fire
Station. Learn about fire safety, join in a
coloring contest, receive fire prevention
information and free smoke detectors. Get
“put in jail” or just meet the officers. Hear
about block watch efforts and meet the
officers. Snacks and activities.
Wednesday, April 18—Meet the
Managers Lunch 11:30 a.m.–1 p.m. and

continued on page 8

Clean Up Day
Saturday, April 21
See details on previous page.

UPCOMING MEETINGS
3/5 (Mon.)

6:30 p.m.

Social Media & Promotions Committee, 2nd floor

3/6 (Tues.)

6 p.m.

Planning Commission, 2nd floor

3/7 (Wed.)

7 p.m.

Council Work Session, 2nd floor

3/8 (Thurs.)

1 p.m.

Constituent Service & Special Events Committee, 2nd floor

3/8 (Thurs.)

6 p.m.

Wilkinsburg Arts Commission, 2nd floor

3/12 (Mon.)

4:30 p.m.

Budget & Finance Committee, 1st floor

3/12 (Mon.)

6 p.m.

Library Board, 2nd floor

3/15 (Thurs.)

5 p.m.

Public Safety Forum, 2nd floor

3/15 (Thurs.)

5:30 p.m.

Parks & Recreation Advisory Board, 1st floor

3/15 (Thurs.)

6 p.m.

Buiness Outreach and Jobs Development

3/19 (Mon.)

9 a.m.

Public Safety Committee, 2nd floor

3/21 (Wed.)

7 p.m.

Council Legislative Session, 2nd floor

3/22 (Thurs.)

10 a.m.

Personnel, Policy & Procedure Committee, 1st floor

3/26 (Mon.)

5:30 p.m.

Joint Tax Committee, 2nd floor

3/28 (Wed.)

5:30 p.m.

Blight and Capital Planning Committee, 2nd floor

3/28 (Wed.)

6:30 p.m.

Shade Tree Advisory Committee, 1st floor

All meetings will take place in Wilkinsburg Borough Building, 605 Ross Ave.
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Vacant Property Success: Restoring
a Historic Home in Wilkinsburg

photos by Greg Sciulli

Joseph Auria, a psychologist in
Pittsburgh’s Oakland neighborhood,
decided to purchase and renovate 2329
Orlando Place, the house beside his.
“I live next door, and it just looked
horrible. It was depressing property value
significantly,” Joseph said. “It became so
overgrown we actually had six deer living
in the backyard.”
The 1939 house had been empty for
18 years, the deed holder was deceased,
and there were six years of taxes due on
the property.
Joseph filled out the application for
the property through the Vacant Property
Recovery Program (VPRP), but, because
another application had been submitted
for the same property, he had to wait for
that application to expire.
Joseph had to develop a rehabilitation
plan for the property, listing how he
would restore it and getting a loan for
those restorations from the bank.
An inspector assessed the plan and
stated additions required; for example,
the stone wall along the driveway was
beginning to cave in, so Joseph had to add
replacing the wall and paving the driveway
to his plan.
When his application went through
in August 2015, they had to go through
the court system to clear the tax liens and

terminate the current owner’s rights to
the property.
Eventually, Joseph closed on the
house on January 27, 2016, after paying
the county assessor’s estimate of what
the property would be worth. Vacant
properties in Wilkinsburg usually go for
$5,000 to $8,000, though Joseph’s went
for $12,000 because it was a large, corner
lot.
After acquiring the property, Joseph
and his contractor discovered there had
been 18 years of water leakage down the
chimneys, and all of the floor joists and
wall studs were rotted.
Joseph wanted the stucco walls
to be removed, but realized afterward
that uncovering the walls meant that
everything unveiled would now have to be
brought up to code: all of the wiring had
to be ripped out and all of the plumbing
had to be redone.
In retrospect, Joseph recommends
having a contractor you trust who can
supervise the work being done on the
property and who, most importantly,
understands how to bring everything up
to code.
Trying to avoid the code, in his
experience, only led to thousands in
the cost of replicated efforts when work
continued on page 6

Save the Date
for the Two-Way
Street Fest
Join your neighbors and friends in
Wilkinsburg on May 19 for the second
annual Two-Way Street Fest!
If you would like to get involved,
either as a sponsor or vendor, email
marlee@wilkinsburgcdc.org or call
412.727.7855.

Save the

Dates!
Tuesday, March 20, 5-6 p.m.: WCDC
Promotion Committee Meeting;
1001 Wood St.
Monday, March 26, 5-7 p.m.: WCDC
Board Meeting; 1001 Wood St.
Monday, April 2, 5:30-6:30 p.m.:
WCDC Design Committee Meeting;
1001 Wood St.
Monday, May 7, 5-7 p.m.: WCDC
Board Meeting; 1001 Wood St.
Saturday, May 19, 1-5 p.m.: Wilkinsburg
Two-Way Street Fest; Wood St.

To support the WCDC, send a taxdeductible contribution to 1001 Wood
St., Wilkinsburg, PA 15221
OR donate online at
wilkinsburgcdc.org
Thank you!
412.727.7855 • 412.871.3149 (fax)
info@wilkinsburgcdc.org

®
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School District

www.wilkinsburgschools.org
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5th Graders Explore and
Perform Wind Ensemble

Queen of Hearts Visits Elementary Schools
Pre-K and kindergartners at Kelly and Turner Elementary Schools enjoyed a lovely visit by
the Queen of Hearts. At her storytelling assemblies, students enacted parts of the story as
characters and learned big words and ideas such as “cooperation” and “responsibility.”

Behavior on Students’ Field Trip Impresses
Kelly Elementary School students
had explored the Children’s Museum’s

interactive exhibits on a school field
trip, and their good behavior did not go
unnoticed.
Pastor Deborah
Warren of Second United
Presbyterian Church was at the
museum on the day of Kelly
Elementary School’s field trip and
wrote a letter to say how impressed
she was by the students’ good
behavior. “I wanted to tell you how
wonderfully they were interacting
with the other visitors,” Pastor
Warren wrote. “I was there with
my two-year-old granddaughter,
and they were very kind to her.”

SCHOOL DISTRICT CALENDAR
3/20 (Tues.)

7 p.m.

Board Planning Session

3/21 (Wed.)

half day

Early Dismissal (half day)—In-Service Day

3/27 (Tues.)

7 p.m

Board Legislative Session

3/28-30 (Tues.)

all day

Spring Break—School Closed

5th graders from Kelly Elementary
attended a field trip hosted by the
Carnegie Mellon Urban Music Partnership.
They spent the morning exploring the
Carnegie Museum of Natural History, and
the afternoon collaborating with students
and professors from Carnegie Mellon’s
music department.
Select 5th graders had the opportunity
to perform in a side-by-side concert with
the Carnegie Mellon Wind Ensemble.

Westinghouse Academy
Holds Visioning Conference
Pittsburgh Westinghouse Academy—
where Wilkinsburg’s 7th-12th graders attend
school—hosted a Visioning Conference
for the community. Attending parents,
students, teachers, staff, alumni and
community members gave input and helped
build a framework to be used for ensuring
student success beyond high school.
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Picking Up After Your Pet: Be a Good Neighbor
Nobody likes to handle dog waste,
but the alternative has some serious
consequences for public health and
ecosystem balance.
Improperly disposed-of waste
contributes to poor water quality by
adding harmful bacteria and nutrients to
local waters. These bacteria pose public
health risks and can spread serious
diseases like Giardia, Salmonella, e coli,
and Campylobacteriosis.
Consider these facts:
• America’s 83 million pet dogs
produce 10.6 tons of waste every year.
• Only 60% of dog owners pick up
after their pets.
• A single gram of dog feces contains

an estimated 23 million bacteria.
Nutrients from dog waste, mainly
nitrogen and phosphorus, contribute
to excessive algae growth which in turn

robs water of dissolved oxygen, creating
low water quality and unhealthy habitats
for wildlife. Fish cannot survive in these
conditions.
These nutrients and bacteria are
picked up and carried via rain and
snowmelt, and are then carried to storm
drains where they eventually end up in
waterways.
You can know that you’re doing your
part to improve the health of the Nine
Mile Run watershed—and beyond that,
the Ohio River watershed, Mississippi
River watershed, and the Gulf of Mexico—
when you pick up after your dog.
—Adrienne Buka
Nine Mile Run Watershed Association

Moving forward, Joseph will rent the
property to make a profit, enhanced by
the Tax Abatement Program, which the
WCDC helped him to apply for.
Over a 10-year period, with the Tax
Abatement
Program,
vacant property
purchasers will
start by paying
zero taxes the
first year and
incrementally
adding 10
percent each
year until they

are paying taxes in full. If he decides to
sell the property, the tax incentive will
remain with the home, which would be
attractive to potential buyers.
Joseph plans to go through the VPRP
again after the first house is finished. He
plans to purchase the home behind his,
which is vacant and tax delinquent, and
he plans to collaborate with the same
contractor.
If you are interested in acquiring a
vacant property in your neighborhood
or learning more about available tax
incentives and other resources in
Wilkinsburg, get in touch with the
WCDC at 412.727.7855.

RESTORING HOME from page 4

photo by Greg Sciulli

not up to code (supervised by a prior
contractor) had to be redone.
Now, with a finished home, Joseph
will apply for an occupancy permit,
which an inspector will come out to
approve, and after
approval, the deed
on the house will
be released to
Joseph. Once this is
completed, Joseph
will be the first
non-developer to
acquire and restore
a property through
these means.

1789 S. Braddock Avenue
Suite 410
Pittsburgh, PA 15218
www.metrofamilypractice.org

Locally grown, community owned.
Offering a wide range of organic, natural, and local products.

7516 Meade Street . Pittsburgh, PA 15208 . www.eastendfood.coop . 412.242.3598
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412-247-2310
Health care to all people, at every stage in life,
without regard to their ability to pay…

Chamber of Commerce
www.wilkinsburgchamber.com

Library Calendar
These library programs and events are
free and open to everyone. Reservations
can be made at the circulation desk or by
calling 412.244.2940. M=Main Library;
E=Eastridge branch

Adult Programs
One-on-One Tech, by appointment—Call
to reserve your time with a staff member
for smartphone, computer, laptop or other
digital device coaching. (M & E)
Crochet, Saturdays, 11 a.m.—Join Frankie
to get tips and help with your projects. (E)
Chess, 2nd and 4th Tuesdays at 6 p.m.;
2nd and 4th Saturdays at 11 a.m.—All ages
welcome. (E)
Asian Brush Art, Mondays in April, 10
a.m.–Noon—Learn or continue to develop
your skill in this beautiful art form. (M)

Children’s Programs
Story Time, Mondays, 11 a.m. (M) and
Thursdays, 11 a.m. (E)—Songs, rhymes,
stories and more for all ages.
Video Games, Tuesdays, 3–6 p.m.—Enjoy
the Wii and Xbox selection! (M)
Pre-K Open Play, Wednesdays, 11 a.m.—
Give your children the skills they will
need to be successful in kindergarten. For
preschoolers with an adult. (M)
Movie Club, Wednesdays, 4–6 p.m.—Stop
by after school and enjoy a fun movie. All
ages. (M)
Art Club, Tuesdays, 3–5 p.m.—Let your
creative juices flow! All ages. (M)

To advertise,
e-mail
adsales@wilkinsburgsun.com

or call
412.680.1381.

Join the Chamber Today
If you are an entrepreneur ready to move to the next level, thinking about starting
a business, or already own a business, the Chamber is here to help you. The Chamber is
committed to connecting its members with opportunities for growth and success.
Learn more about the Chamber and membership benefits like business
networking, educational workshops, advertising, and shared office space. Visit www.
wilkinsburgchamber.com, email info@wilkinsburgchamber.com or give us a call at
412.242.0234.
The Greater Wilkinsburg Chamber of Commerce has served the community for 125
years and continues to grow with increased membership, resources and opportunities.
Let its growth benefit your business.

Upcoming Events
Tuesday, March 13, 5–7 p.m.—Business Networking
Radcliff Local Color Grand Opening
761 Penn Avenue, Wilkinsburg
Thursday, March 15, 8–9 a.m.—Chamber Board Meeting
900 Wood Street, 2nd Floor Conference Room
Tuesday, April 10, 5–7 p.m.—Business Networking
900 Wood Street, 2nd Floor Conference Room
Thursday, April 19, 8–9 a.m.—Chamber Board Meeting
900 Wood Street, 2nd Floor Conference Room
Thursday, June 14, 3–6 p.m.—Opening Day Wilkinsburg Thursday Open Market
225 Penn Ave, Wilkinsburg

Vendor Registration for the 2018 Wilkinsburg Thursday Open
Market Has Begun
The market will be open for business from mid-June through mid-November.
Contact the Chamber for a vendor application.

Greater Wilkinsburg Chamber of Commerce

900 Wood St., 2nd fl., Wilkinsburg 15221 • 412.242.0234 • info@wilkinsburgchamber.com

Join the Chamber.
Get Involved.
Make an Impact!
www.wilkinsburgsun.com 7

LOCAL GOVERNMENT WEEK, from page 3
Council and Committees Reception 6–7 p.m. Enjoy a Q
& A lunch hosted by Borough Manager Donn Henderson
with department heads, then later enjoy refreshments and
snacks with Council and Committee heads. Hear about each
committee that serves the residents and learn of volunteer
opportunities.
A council meeting will follow at 7.

photo by Jason Cohn

Thursday, April 19, Student Government Day, 9:30
a.m.–12:30 p.m. Local 8th Grade Students will take on
roles of staff and elected officials including a mock meeting
followed by a lunch and certificate presentations.
Friday April 20, Student Clean Up Activities. Local
students will get a jump start on community clean-up efforts.

Seniors visited and had tours of St. James Catholic Church and St.
Stephen’s Episcopal Church on January 18 with Wilkinsburg’s active senior
group.
Joshua Rolon of the Wilkinsburg Community Development Corporation
organized the tour. Artist Jennifer Chenoweth and Preservationist Susan
Brandt narrated. For upcoming senior activities, see page 3.

Saturday, April 21, Clean Up Day. Join the communitywide efforts with your friends or encourage your community
group to get involved. Win a $100 drawing prizes for your
participating community group of 6 or more with an approved
project. Interested individuals can start at the Borough
Building, 605 Ross Ave., and return there for lunch from 12-1
p.m. plus electronic recycling pick-up.
Check the April edition of The Wilkinsburg Sun or borough
Facebook page and web site for more details or changes.

ATTENTION WILKINSBURG RESIDENTS
Residents who live in
Wilkinsburg and are passionate
about making a positive change
in their neighborhood can apply
for small grants ranging between
$500–$2,500.
The mission of the Love My
Neighbor initiative is to build
neighborhoods by identifying,
empowering, and supporting projects
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imagined by and for community.
More information can be found
at lovemyneighborgrants.org.
Neighborhood Allies believes the
time is ripe to invest in the talents
and ideas of residents who know their
communities best. The next grant
deadline is April.
Neighborhood Allies is partnering
with Center for Civic Arts to provide

individual grant
assistance.
For more
information and
one-on-one support
please reach out to
Jody Guy, Center
for Civic Arts,
civicarts211@gmail.
com.

