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Jennifer Nash, background casting director 
for Netflix’s Mindhunter, agreed to answer 
a few questions about Mindhunter’s 
filming and episode for its second season in 
Wilkinsburg and the need for background 
actors.

What are you looking for in 
extras?

I am looking for background actors. 
There is nothing “extra” about anything 
or anyone on a David Fincher production. 
Meaning, I am looking to cast specific roles 
with very specific people. 

If you are chosen to be on Mindhunter, 

you should know that you were probably 
chosen out of many choices by a lot of 
people—most often including the director. 
That’s not normal. That’s Mindhunter. 
That’s David Fincher. 

I need so many different types of 
background actors—but the perameter is 
that they must all look like they came right 
out of 1979. We don’t do wigs, hardly ever. 
This series is all about authenticity and 
detailed perfection.

People with bright, unrealistic hair 
colors are hard to cast because we didn’t 
have those hair colors in the U.S. in 1979. 
Tattoos were mostly only on military 
types. Natural hair, Afros, sideburns, 
thick mustaches are treasures we are 
always on the hunt for. Those 1979 hair 
styles will land you right in front of the 
camera.

You said that the event you will be 
filming is “iconic.” 
What can you tell us 
about the event and the 
episode that is being 
filmed?

I can’t really talk 
about the story. But I do 
believe these scenes will 
stand out in the entire 
series and be fantastically 
memorable.

Why was Wilkinsburg 
chosen as a location?

It has a lot to do with 
the architecture. The 
series starts in 1979 this 
season and Wilkinsburg 
has some great old 

buildings that easily look like that time 
period.

How long will Mindhunter be filming 
in Wilkinsburg?

I don’t know precisely yet. That’s more 
of our locations department’s responsibility. 
But I’m guessing it will be a couple of days or 
more. Big scenes in Wilkinsburg. I’m looking 
for more than a thousand background actors 
per day, primarily African American. But 
we also will be filming more intimate scenes 
with families this summer, so I need all ages: 
children, grandfathers and mothers—even 
some babies!

What is your job as casting director?
My job as a background casting 

director is to work with our award-winning 
hair and makeup plus costume team as 
well as locations, art department and the 

Jennifer Nash Wants Wilkinsburg Residents to Be on TV

Netflix’s Mindhunter is based on a true story of two FBI agents who pioneered 
the criminal science of profiling interviewing murderers and trying to understand 
the psychology of a killer. Although most of the series is not set in Western 
Pennsylvania, most of the filming in the first season was done here.

Jennifer Nash on Wood Street in Wilkinsburg.
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One of Wilkinsburg’s First Homes
Wilkinsburg Historical Society will 

host a lecture and slide presentation about 
the famed and mysterious Forsythe Log 
Home that was built in Wilkinsburg in the 
early 1800s. The home was later relocated 
to East Liberty where it spent the next 
century. This fascinating story will be 
presented by George Clark, Vice president 
of the East Liberty Valley Historical 
Society. The meeting will be held in the 
South Avenue United Methodist Church 
on Monday evening, June 18 at 7:30 p.m. 

Attendees should use the left side Ross 
Avenue entrance. The public is welcome to 
this free lecture.

Nine Mile Run Events
The Nine Mile Run Watershed 

Association has outdoor events for 
learning about our environment. Find 
out more and sign up for these events at 
ninemilerun.org/events. Attendance is free 
for members.

Bird Walk and Breakfast—Sunday, 
June 10. Local birding experts Jack and 
Sue Solomon will lead a stroll through 

the Nine Mile Run valley to witness the 
seasonal changes that bring a wide variety 
of birds to the watershed. Space is limited; 
pre-registration is essential.

Tree Identification Walk—Monday, 
June 26. The watershed is home to a diverse 
population of trees. Learn commonly used 
methods of tree identification.

Restoration History Tour – Saturday, 
July 14. While enjoying summer scenery, 
learn about the environmental history of 
the watershed and the restoration, explor-
ing the lower reach of the Run, between 
Commonwealth Street and Duck Hollow. 

Positions Available
The East End Food Co-op is hiring! 

Positions available from entry level and 
beyond. The Co-op offers competitive 
wages and generous benefits. If you love 
good food and enjoy helping others 
through exceptional customer service, 
apply online at www.eastendfoodcoop.
hiringthing.com.

Creating Space for Joy
Percolate welcomes 

artist Julie Mallis (aka 
Julie Malice). The opening 
reception is June 22 
at 8:30 p.m. and the 
exhibition runs until 
August 31. 

Creating Space for Joy 
features new digital works of imagined 
environments and an installation that 
invites the audience in to help create the 
shape of the space. A public workshop 

will invite youth and 
families to create 
diorama style spaces 
for joy of their own 
imagining.

Malice 
was recently 
commissioned 
to paint the next 
Strawberry Way 
mural in Downtown 
Pittsburgh and was 
recognized as Creator 
of the Year by the 
Pittsburgh Tech 
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Council in 2016.
Percolate is locared at 317 S. Trenton 

Avenue in Wilkinsburg.

Senior Fun Day
Senior Fun Day will be happen through 

the summer and fall months: June 12, July 
17, August 14, September 11, October 9, 
November 13,  and December 11. 

Call 412.244.2900 to be placed on 
the notification list. The monthly event 
includes exercise, lunch, informational 
programs and social activities.

Local color
Farmers market fresh, every day.

7516 Meade Street, Pittsburgh, PA 15208 . www.eastendfood.coop . 412-242-3598
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UPCOMING MEETINGS

6/4 (Mon.) 6:30 p.m. Social Media & Promotions Committee, 2nd floor

6/5 (Tues.) 6 p.m. Planning Commission, 2nd floor

6/6 (Wed.) 7 p.m. Council Work Session, 2nd floor

6/11 (Mon.) 4:30 p.m. Budget and Finance Committee, 1st floor

6/11 (Mon.) 6 p.m. Library Board, 2nd floor

6/13 (Wed.) 6 p.m. Business Outreach and Jobs Development, 2nd floor

6/14 (Thurs.) 1 p.m. Constituent Service & Special Events Comm., 2nd floor

6/14 (Thurs.) 6 p.m. Wilkinsburg Arts Commission, 2nd floor

6/18 (Mon.) 9 a.m. Public Safety Committee, 2nd floor

6/20 (Wed.) 7 p.m. Council Legislative Session, 2nd floor

6/21 (Thurs.) 5 p.m. Public Safety Forum, 2nd floor

6/21 (Thurs.) 5:30 p.m. Parks & Recreation Advisory Board, 1st floor

6/25 (Mon.) 5:30 p.m. Joint Tax Committee, 2nd floor

6/27 (Wed.) 5:30 p.m. Blight and Capital Planning Committee, 2nd floor

6/27 (Wed.) 6:30 p.m. Shade Tree Advisory Committee, 1st floor

6/28 (Thurs.) 9 a.m. Personnel, Policy & Procedure Committee, 1st floor

All meetings will take place in Wilkinsburg Borough Building, 605 Ross Ave.

Summer Movie Nights in 
the Park Begin June 15

Throughout the summer, Wilkinsburg 
will be hosting monthly Movie Nights in 
the Park. From June to August, residents 
can come watch a different family-friendly 
movie at the Penn Avenue Parklet on Penn 
Avenue next to H&R Block. 

In case of rain, all film showings will 
be relocated to the Wilkinsburg Borough 
building third floor auditorium at 605 
Ross Avenue. 

Residents should bring chairs and 
blankets. Free popcorn will be available. 
Be sure to check the Borough’s Facebook 
and website for updates.

On June 15, the Borough will be 
screening Despicable Me 3. Part of the 
popular Despicable Me series, this film 
follows Gru as he meets his long-lost 
charming, cheerful, and more successful 
twin brother Dru who wants to team up 
with him for one last criminal heist. The 
film will begin at 8:30 p.m.

On July 13, the film will be Coco. The 
latest film from Pixar, Coco tells the tale 
of aspiring musician Miguel who enters 
the Land of the Dead when confronted 
with his family’s ancestral ban on music in 
order to find his great-great-grandfather, 
a legendary singer. The film will begin at 
8:30 p.m.

On August 10, the Borough will 
show Black Panther. Part of the incredibly 
popular Marvel Cinematic Universe, 
Black Panther follows T’Challa, the King 
of Wakanda, as he rises to the throne in 
the isolated, technologically advanced 
African nation. His claim is challenged by 
a vengeful outsider who was a childhood 
victim of T’Challa’s father’s mistake. The 
film will begin at 8 p.m.

The Borough thanks CS McKee, 
HUB International HDH, and Campbell 
Durrant Beatty Palombo & Miller, P.C., 
for helping to sponsor the 2018 Movie 
Nights in the Park.

On May 14, the Wilkinsburg 
Historic District was officially added to 
the National Register of Historic Places, 
the federal list that identifies “districts, 
sites, buildings, structures, and objects 
that are significant in American history, 
architecture, archeology, engineering, and 
culture.” 

The Wilkinsburg Historic District—
with its numerous Queen Anne and 
Colonial Revival style buildings—is roughly 
bounded by North, E. Swissvale, Center, 
and Rebecca Avenues, as well as Stoner 
Way and the MLK Jr. East Busway.

Inclusion of a property on the 
National Register of Historic Places allows 
owners to qualify for investment tax 
credits for rehabilitation, as well as tax 
deductions for charitable contributions to 
the property for conservation purposes. 
These tax credits were utilized to great 
effect by the Hamnett Historic District in 

Wilkinsburg District Added to the 
National Register of Historic Places

Wilkinsburg, which was included in the 
Register on June 28, 2010. 

In the nearly eight years since 
then, more than $25 million has been 
invested in Wilkinsburg for renovation 
by organizations such as the Pittsburgh 
History & Landmarks Foundation 
and Allegheny County Economic 
Development, and nearly 70 units have 
been refurbished as affordable housing. 
The expansion of the number of properties 
in Wilkinsburg on the National Register 
of Historic Places and the high demand for 
decent, affordable housing will allow the 
borough to refurbish more properties and 
attract more people.

The Pittsburgh History & Landmarks 
Foundation worked with GAI Consultants, 
Allegheny County, Wilkinsburg Borough, 
and the Heinz Endowments to push for 
the inclusion of the Wilkinsburg Historic 
District on the register.

WilkinsBurg Borough
www.wilkinsburgpa.gov
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WCdC
www.wilkinsburgcdc.org

To support the WCDC, send a tax-
deductible contribution to 1001 Wood 
St., Wilkinsburg, PA 15221
OR donate online at
wilkinsburgcdc.org
Thank you!
 412.727.7855 • 412.871.3149 (fax)
 info@wilkinsburgcdc.org

®

Save the Date!
Saturday, June 23, 9–11 a.m.: WCDC 

Board of Directors Meeting; 1001 
Wood St.

WCDC Turns 10!
In 2007, a group of concerned 

Wilkinsburg residents came together 
to form a grassroots organization that 
would promote the revitalization of their 
community. A year later, this same group 
formed the Wilkinsburg Community 
Development Corporation (WCDC), 
a dedicated organization that would 
follow the Pennsylvania Downtown 
Center’s Main Street Program approach 
to revitalize Wilkinsburg, focusing on the 
Central Business District. The WCDC 
was officially incorporated as a nonprofit 
organization on May 30, 2008.

Local volunteers initially staffed the 
WCDC, but in 2010, founding board 
member, Tracey Evans, was hired as 
the organization’s first director and the 
WCDC opened its office space in the 
business district. Since that time, the 
WCDC has been the key organization 
moving development forward in the 
borough. As a direct impact of the 
WCDC’s programs and grants since 2010:

• 63 business district properties have sold
• 23 property owners renovated their 
building facades
• 24 vacant storefronts have been filled
• Over 300 entrepreneurs received small 
business training and/or assistance
• 50 new businesses have opened
• Over 275 positive press stories have 
been written about Wilkinsburg
• Over 2,300 local youth have been 
supported

Today, the WCDC has a dedicated 
board and staff, numerous volunteers, and 
an amazing base of donors who make the 
organization’s work possible. 

This fall, the 
WCDC will officially 
celebrate its 10th 
birthday by throwing 
a special gala that 
will highlight their 
work, their partners, 
and the many 
entrepreneurs, artists 
and residents that 
make Wilkinsburg 
good all over. Stay 
tuned for details!

The Train Station Gets a New Roof
If you have been by the Wilkinsburg Train Station recently, you may have noticed some new 
activity at the building! Now that the weather is finally cooperating, construction crews have 
started work on the building’s new roof as well as exterior restoration. This work is slated to be 
completed by the end of this summer. 

Be sure to follow the WCDC and the Wilkinsburg Train Station Restoration Project on 
Facebook for ongoing project updates, photos and more!

Donate to the WCDC 
before June 30

The WCDC’s fiscal year is coming to a 
close, so if you have not contributed to the 
WCDC this year, please consider making a 
donation before June 30! By donating, you 
will help the WCDC ensure a successful 
year of revitalization, beautification, and 
business development in Wilkinsburg. 
You can make a secure donation online at 
wilkinsburgcdc.org/donate.

In addition to making a secure 
donation through 
the WCDC 
website, you can 
also support the 
WCDC when 
you shop on 
Amazon through 
AmazonSmile. 
Visit smile.
amazon.com to 
learn more. Many 
thanks in advance 
for your support!
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SCHOOL CALENDAR

5/31 (Thurs.) 7 p.m. PSO’s 15th Wilkinsburg Community Concert
at Wilkinsburg High School building

6/1 (Fri.) 9-11 a.m. Kelly: 3rd and 4th Grade Field Day

6/5 (Tues.) 9-11 a.m. Kelly: 5th and 6th Grade Field Day

6/6 (Wed.) 8:30 a.m. Turner: Pre-K Promotion

6/6 (Wed.) 9 a.m. Turner: 6th Grade Graduation

6/6 (Wed.) 9 a.m. Kelly: 6th Grade Graduation

6/7 (Thurs.) 10 a.m. Kelly: Pre-K Promotion

6/7 (Thurs.) all day Clerical Day—No Students

6/11 (Mon.) all day Last Day of School

6/13 (Wed.) all day Kennywood Day

6/19 (Tues.) 7 p.m. Board Planning Session

6/26 (Tues.) 5:30 p.m. Curriculum , Instruction and Assessment (CIA)  Committee 
Meeting

6/26 (Tues.) 7 p.m. Board Legislative Session

School District
www.wilkinsburgschools.org

Meetings are held at Wilkinsburg School Administration Building at 718 Wallace Avenue.

Wilkinsburg elementary 
students constructed truss 

bridges out of wooden sticks 
and then put weight on them to 

see how much they can hold.  

The idea of a truss bridge is to 
distribute the weight outwards 

so the bridge can hold more 
compared to the columns going 

straight up and down.  

This is Mr. King’s 5th grade 
class.

Kelly School recently had the opportunity to host Junior 
Achievement. Junior Achievement works with local 
businesses and organizations to teach students, pre-K to 
6th grade, on topics like finance, work readiness, and 
entrepreneurship.
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1789 S. Braddock Avenue

Suite 410

Pittsburgh, PA 15218

www.metrofamilypractice.org

412-247-2310
Health care to all people, at every stage in life, 

without regard to their ability to pay…

On May 11, Pittsburgh Urban 
Christian School (PUCS) completed its 
14th annual fundraiser, renamed to better 
reflect its activities: The Great PUCS Serve-
A-Thon. 

“This exciting adventure of service to 
our community has proven to be our most 
successful opportunity to raise money for 
general school support and scholarship,” 
said Chrissie Koerber. 

The purpose of the Serve-A-Thon is 
twofold. First, they serve the community by 
picking up litter in Wilkinsburg, thereby 
preventing it from entering the Nine Mile 
Run. They focused on the areas noted as 
Littered and Extremely Littered on the 
WCDC’s recent Litter Survey collaborating 
with a number of project hosts: NMRWA, 
Center for Civic Arts, Wilkinsburg 

Litter-ally the Worst
Litter is not a new problem, challenging 

communities for decades. Beyond simply 
being unsightly, litter is the culprit behind 
problems of even greater consequence:

Litter pollutes. Plastics and styrofoam 
tend to accumulate in waterways as they are 
blown by wind into creeks or are carried 
by runoff into storm drains. As they break 
down, they can leech harmful chemicals 
into waterways. Cigarette butts, electronic 
waste, and cleaning products that are not 
properly disposed of contribute to this 
pollution, too. The litter blocks light and 
is physically imposing to organisms. Poor 
water quality harms wildlife, impacting 
drinking water quality, and making a less 
attractive place to live. 

Litter clogs infrastructure. When it rains, 
litter gets pulled into stormwater runoff, 
ultimately landing at the storm sewer 
grate. Litter accumulates at the grate or in 
the drain, blocking stormwater flow, and 
leading to dangerous street flooding. 

Litter is expensive. When someone litters, 
the waste does not disappear, rather, it ends 
up accumulating. If litter has blocked a 
storm sewer, crews have to perform extra 
maintenance and schedule additional efforts 
to clear debris, driving up municipal costs. 

Litter can be hazardous. The material 
itself, like broken glass, can pose problems 
for those who interact with it. Food 
packaging litter attracts disease-carrying 
vermin, like rats and raccoons. 

Wilkinsburg residents can lead by 
example and never litter, teach kids not to 
litter, and host volunteer cleanup days in 
the community. The small extra effort will 
make our community a better place to live.  

Historical Society, Bird Sanctuary, Grace 
and Fruit Garden, and Community Forge.  
The children weeded, painted bird houses, 
and planted a lot of flowers.

A second purpose of the Serve-A-Thon 
is to raise funds for general school support 
and for its scholarship fund. This past 
school year, PUCS awarded over $350,000 
in financial aid; without it, many students 
could not have attended. Because of the 
hard work and the generosity of many, 
PUCS surpassed their goal and raised 
almost $48,000! 

Donors UPMC, Wilkinsburg 
Community Development Corporation, 
Thrivent Financial, James Floral, Trader 
Joe’s, Salvatore’s, Shepherd’s Gifts in 
Wexford, Cintas and others donated food 
and volunteered to support this day.

One of the favorite moments of the PUCS Serve-A-Thon day was a surprise visit from their beloved crossing guard who 
has been recovering from injury sustained in protecting a child crossing the street. “Sunshine” (also known as Miss Donna) 
visited their celebration picnic after the work, and there were many hugs and smiles!  For more on this story, see www.wtae.
com/article/students-treated-to-a-surprise-appearance-from-beloved-crossing-guard-miss-donna/20666773.

PUCS Expands Service to Community

LIBRARY EVENTS, from page 7

STEM Story Time, Tuesdays, 11 a.m.—Enjoy a science-themed 
story followed by a fun STEM activity. Ages 3-5, but all welcome. (M)

RIF Storymobile, every other Tuesday starting June 19, 11:30 
a.m.—Enjoy stories and receive a free book. For all ages. (M)

Library in Ferguson Park, Wednesdays, 5 p.m.—An hour of fun 
stories, games, crafts and experiments to enjoy and prizes to earn. 
All ages.

Science Fridays, 1 p.m.—Explore the wide world of science. 
Explore a different STEM experiment or project each week. For all 
ages. (M)

Free Children’s Summer Lunch, daily beginning June 18, Noon—
Kindly provided by Wilkinsburg Community Ministry.  (M)
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www.wilkinsburgchamber.com

Chamber of Commerce

Greater Wilkinsburg Chamber of Commerce
900 Wood Street, 2nd Fl., Wilkinsburg, PA 15221  412.242.0234

wilkinsburgchamber.com

Join the Chamber for Business After Hours 
Networking

The Wilkinsburg Chamber of Commerce offers many opportunities to 
become involved with our community and other business owners.  

Our monthly Business After Hours, hosted by Chamber members, 
provide a relaxed environment for meeting new people, sharing knowledge, 
contacts and experiences.  Light refreshments are provided, and non-members 
are always welcome to attend.

We hope to see you at our next Business After Hours!
June 19, 5-7 p. m. at Protohaven, 214 South Trenton Avenue
July 19, 5-7 p.m. at Wilkinsburg Thursday Open Market, South Trenton 

and Penn Avenues
Interested in showcasing your business by hosting a networking 

event? Contact the Chamber Office at 412.242.0234 or email info@
wilkinsburgchamber.com.

Wilkinsburg Thursday Open Market Begins!
The 2018 Season of the Wilkinsburg Thursday Open Market begins 

on Thursday, June 14 at the corner of 
South Trenton and Penn Avenue. The 
Market is open from 3–6:30 every Thursday through November 15.

SNAP benefits will be accepted.
The Chamber would like to thank LifeCare Hospital, Just Harvest, The Wilkinsburg Farmers’ 

Market Association and the Farmers Market Coalition for their continued support. 

Join the Chamber. Get Involved. Make an Impact!
The Greater Wilkinsburg Chamber of Commerce has served the community for 125 years and continues to grow with 

increased membership, resources and opportunities. Let our growth support your business.

These library programs and events are 
free and open to everyone. Reservations 
can be made in advance at the circulation 
desk or by calling 412.244.2940. (M=Main 
Library; E=Eastridge branch)

Adult Programs
Timely Topics Series, Saturday, June 9, 2 

pm—The Drugs and Opioid Crises is the 
subject with Vince Neal presenting. (M)

Senior Fun Day, Tuesday, June 12, 9:30 
a.m.—A day of fun and learning activities 
and lunch. (M)

Speaker Series, Thursday, June 14, 7 pm 
—Mayor Marita Garrett will be speaking on 
the powerful potentials of local activism 

and government. (M)
CareerLink Job Assistance, Tuesday, June 

19—Let Rachelle help you search for your 
new job.  The morning is a mini-workshop 
(10 a.m.-Noon).  The afternoon is one-on-
one help sessions. Registration requested. 
(M) 

Movie Mondays, Monday, June 25, 1:30 
p.m.—Take a break and relax. Movie is to 
be announced. (M)

Memoir Workshop, Tuesday, June 26, 
10 a.m.–12:30 p.m.—Registration required. 
(M)

One-on-One Tech, by appointment 
only—Call to reserve your time with a staff 
member for smartphone, computer, laptop 

or other digital device coaching. (M & E)
Chess, 2nd and 4th Tuesdays, 6 p.m. 

and 2nd and 4th Saturdays, 11 a.m.—All 
ages welcome. (E)

Crochet, Saturdays, 11 a.m.—Join 
Frankie to get tips and help with your 
projects. (E)

Summer Youth Programs
Story Time, Mondays, 11 a.m. (M) and 

Thursdays, 11 a.m. (E)—Songs, rhymes, 
stories and more for all ages. 

Art Club, Mondays, 1 p.m.—Create 
something new every week from a huge 
supply of art materials. For all ages. (M)

Wilkinsburg Public Library Events for June

April’s Business After Hours Event.

continued on page 6
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director to create a very specific world. 
The world of Mindhunter is set in 

1979, but there’s more to it than just very 
specific costumes and hair styles. Think 
of the series, Mad Men: they created a look 
and a world that took you into Madison 
Ave in the 1960s and made you feel like 
you were experiencing it. Now, imagine a 
1979 Mindhunter world without the right 
people in the scenes. If the sets are perfect, 
the actors amazing, the costumes, hair 
and makeup brilliant—but the background 
actors don’t look right— it doesn’t help 
create that world and the series won’t look 
right. 

My job as background casting director 

Is there anything else you want Sun 
readers to know?

I want readers to know that I am so, 
so very grateful to the wonderful people of 
Wilkinsburg and Pittsburgh! We couldn’t 
make this series without all of the amazing 
help and work that folks in Pittsburgh (and 
surrounding area) do for us every day. 

From the restaurants that cater for us 
to the carpenters we hire to build sets, and 
most definitely, the amazing background 
actors that give us a day or more of their 
lives for the modest starting rate of $80 
for 8 hours and $40 that we pay them to 
go try on costumes in our huge wardrobe 
warehouse. We couldn’t do it without you. 
Thank you!

Join us for worship at 10 a.m. on Sundays
1300 Swissvale Avenue, Wilkinsburg • 412.371.6118

Pastor Pete Smith
Tuesdays at 6 p.m.:  KidZone and adult Bible studies

on Mindhunter is to scour the entire city of 
Pittsburgh and surrounding areas for a wide 
variety of people who are willing to take a 
vacation day from work, or sometimes come 
for a featured role for many days throughout 
the series, cast in the perfect role and scene 
for their unique look.

What can you tell us about the 
locations in Pittsburgh where you 
plan to film?

We will be filming several scenes in 
Wilkinsburg, Penn Hills, Homewood, Mt. 
Lebanon, The Hill District, Fox Chapel, 
Edgewood, Homestead, Ambridge, North 
Oakland, Harmarville, Monroeville—and 
that’s just what I know about right now.

Two images from the well-attended Two-Way Street Fest on May 19. 

The WCDC wants to thank all who attended, volunteered at and supported the Second Annual Two-Way 
Street Fest! “We look forward to seeing you all next year!”

MINDHUNTER, from page 1
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