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Global Event Pogopalooza to Be Held Here
This year, 

Pogopalooza—the biggest 
pogo event in the world—
will be in Wilkinsburg, 
the new home of Xpogo’s 
headquarters. The event 
on July 21-22 will attract 
all the top pogoers to 
compete for cash prizes 
on four categories.

“This will be 
the fourth time we 
are holding it in the 
Pittsburgh area and are 
looking to anchor it here 
as this is our home and 
we want to put our biggest 
event of the year here.” 
said Will Weiner the 
CEO of Xpogo.

“It goes back 15 years to pretty humble 
beginnings, the first one occurring at a 
church parking lot in Nebraska with a 
handful of people on spring pogo sticks. 
Since then we’ve held the event around 
the world: Jacksonville, Orange County 
California, Philadelphia, New York City 
and Sweden.”

The competition categories are the 
high jump, the best trick, and two that are 
run-based

In the high jump, athletes compete to 
see who can clear the highest height on a 
pogo stick. Weiner said that it is likely the 
audience will see them challenging for a 
Guinness world record, the previous record 
was 11’ 1” (which was actually set last year 

in Wilkinsburg at 
Community Forge). 

The best trick 
competition is 
where athletes try 
to perform never 
before landed, high 
difficulty tricks. 

In the two run 
based competitions, 
Xpogo will set up 
a pogo park with 

boxes of varying heights, 
slants, rails to grind, 
etc. “The athletes will 
string together ‘runs’ of 
tricks that are judged on 
their difficulty, style and 
creativity,” explained 
Weiner. 

The first run based 
competition is called 
Tech, “old school” 
extreme pogo. The 
athletes can only use 
spring based sticks  The 
second is called Big Air, 
where athletes use special 
air powered pogo sticks 
that let them do .huge 
tricks several feet in the 

air, flips on and off of obstacles, etc. 
In addition to the competitions, there 

is a ‘free jump area’. Xpogo will have many 
pogo sticks of different sizes available, from 
beginner kids, to the large air powered 
ones and everything in between to try. 
Food vendors will attend the event.

Xpogo really wants Wilkinsburg 
residents to represent. “All in all this is 
a competition, but it’s also a celebration 
of the sport of pogo and the community 
we are building around it here, so we 
really love people to come out and see 
the amazing stunts the athletes do, but 
additionally want them to participate in 
free jump, see their neighbors, etc.” said 
Weiner.

For some competitors, this will be 
their first Pogopalooza they may have met 

continued on page 8

Read about the plan to reconfigure Wilkinsburg elementary schools on page 6.
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Free Antique Evaluation
Wilkinsburg Historical Society will be 

hosting its annual free antique evaluation 
night on Monday evening August 20 at 
7:30 p.m.. 

This event will be held at the South 
Avenue United Methodist Church, using 
the Ross Avenue entrance. Antique 
expert Jeffrey Poole will be giving 
verbal evaluations of items brought by 
participants. 

All are welcome. Bring a friend 
and several antique items for discussion 
and Poole’s expert opinion. 

Art in Park Concert Series
The Art in the Park concert series 

is in full swing. Enjoy live music every 
Thursday in the Penn Avenue Parklet 
after the Wilkinsburg Thursday Open 
Market, 6 p.m. See a concert schedule 
on page 6.

12th Annual Transform the Triangle
The 12th annual community clean 

up day will take place in the Park Triangle 
area of Wilkinsburg on Saturday, August 4, 
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

The event, called Transform the 
Triangle, not only aims to remove brush, 
weeds and trash, 
but also to board 
up abandoned 
properties.

Join this 
initiative that has 
made the community safer and better 
looking. Volunteers should meet at 
Covenant Fellowship RP Church (at corner 
of Swissvale & Hill). All are welcome. 
Lunch will be provided.

Free Summer Events at Bible Chapel
All are invited to cookouts at the 

Bible Chapel, 12–2 p.m., on the following 
Saturdays: July 14, August 18, and 
September 15. 

Youth Group at the Bible Chapel 
for students in the fifth grade through 
high school meets weekly on Wednesday 
evenings, 6-8 p.m.

All events are free and take place at 
754 Ross Avenue in Wilkinsburg.

Monthly Hosted Cleanups
On May 29, the Wilkinsburg-Regent 

Square Rotary Club hosted a cleanup on 
the 700 block of Penn Avenue. Pictured 
are The club will be holding these cleanups 
in various locations around the borough 
on the 5th Tuesday of months which have 

a 5th Tuesday.  More information on our 
Rotary Club can be obtained by contacting 
the Wilkinsburg-Regent Square Rotary 
Club Secretary Craig Keto at craig@
rockyenterprisespgh.com.  

Block Party And Youth Talent Show
On Saturday, September 22, the 

Western Pennsylvania School for the Deaf 
(WPSD) will host its annual Community 
Block Party from 1-4 p.m. The party is free 
and open to the public. It takes place on 
the WPSD campus at the corner of Walnut 
Street and Swissvale Avenue in Edgewood.

It’s an afternoon for the whole family, 
including games and a train ride for the 
kids, a petting zoo, hearing screenings, a 
youth talent show, food, and more. This 
event is an opportunity for our local 
communities to come together, get to know 
each other better, and continue to develop 
and strengthen relationships. 

Free vendor space is available to local 
businesses and organizations! For more 
information about the Block Party or 
obtaining vendor space, please contact 
Sarah Bartlebaugh at 412.244.4207 or 
sbartlebaugh@wpsd.org.

The Block Party is also looking for 
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local talent for the youth talent show! The 
event is open to youth in kindergarten 
through grade 12 who reside in Swissvale, 
Edgewood, Wilkinsburg, Forest Hills, and 
Braddock Hills. 

Winners receive cash prizes! Auditions 
are required and are tentatively scheduled 

for Sep. 13. 
For more information or to receive 

a talent show application, please email 
AlyiaPaulding at apaulding@wpsd.org 
or call 412.244.3116. 

Rotary club members Rita Platt, Clark Walter, Stefani Smith, Craig 
Keto and Dr. Yee Ho who participated in the May 29 cleanup. (Not 
pictured, but taking part in the cleanup, was Yvonne James.  

Meet at Covenant Fellowship RP Church
(corner of Swissvale & Hill).

Lunch is provided!Saturday, August 4
9 am to 2 pm

TRIANGLE
TRANSFORM

the

Help reclaim our 
neighborhood

by boarding up houses,
clearing brush,

and making our community 
safer and more beautiful!

The 12th Annual
community clean-up day
in the Park Triangle area
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UPCOMING MEETINGS

7/2 (Mon.) 6:30 p.m. Social Media & Promotions Committee, 2nd floor

7/9 (Mon.) 4:30 p.m. Budget and Finance Committee, 1st floor

7/10 (Tues.) 6 p.m. Planning Commission, 2nd floor

7/11 (Wed.) 6 p.m. Business Outreach and Jobs Development, 2nd floor

7/11 (Wed.) 7 p.m. Council Work Session, 2nd floor

7/12 (Thurs.) 1 p.m. Constituent Service & Special Events Comm., 2nd floor

7/12 (Thurs.) 6 p.m. Wilkinsburg Arts Commission, 2nd floor

7/16 (Mon.) 9 a.m. Public Safety Committee, 2nd floor

7/18 (Wed.) 7 p.m. Council Legislative Session, 2nd floor

7/19 (Thurs.) 5:30 p.m. Parks & Recreation Advisory Board, 1st floor

7/25 (Wed.) 5:30 p.m. Blight and Capital Planning Committee, 2nd floor

7/25 (Wed.) 6:30 p.m. Shade Tree Advisory Committee, 1st floor

7/26 (Thurs.) 9 a.m. Personnel, Policy & Procedure Committee, 1st floor

7/30 (Mon.) 5:30 p.m. Joint Tax Committee, 2nd floor

8/1 (Wed.) 7 p.m. Council Work Session, 2nd floor

8/6 (Mon.) 6:30 p.m. Social Media & Promotions Committee, 2nd floor

8/7 (Tues.) 6 p.m. Planning Commission, 2nd floor

8/8 (Wed.) 6 p.m. Business Outreach and Jobs Development, 2nd floor

8/9 (Thurs.) 1 p.m. Constituent Service & Special Events Comm., 2nd floor

8/9 (Thurs.) 6 p.m. Wilkinsburg Arts Commission, 2nd floor

8/13 (Mon.) 4:30 p.m. Budget and Finance Committee, 1st floor

8/16 (Thurs.) 5:30 p.m. Parks & Recreation Advisory Board, 1st floor

8/20 (Mon.) 9 a.m. Public Safety Committee, 2nd floor

8/22 (Wed.) 6:30 p.m. Shade Tree Advisory Committee, 1st floor

WilkinsBurg Borough
www.wilkinsburgpa.gov

Of the buildings currently standing in 
Wilkinsburg, nearly one in five are vacant. 
Properties that are abandoned or vacant 
for long periods of time have significant 
negative effects on a community, including 
increased blight, increased fire risk, 
decreased property values, and more.

Many municipalities throughout the 
country are struggling with how to reduce 
the number of blighted and abandoned 
properties; Allegheny County is helping 
take a proactive approach toward a solution.

If you own a property and wish to 
expand it, you can apply for the Allegheny 
County Vacant Property Recovery 
Program. This allows a resident to acquire 
and rehabilitate an adjacent property at a 
significantly reduced cost. 

The program has the benefit of 

Parks and Recreation 
Welcomes Helpers for 
Summer Recreation Series

The Eat’n Park It Summer Recreation 
Series for children kicks off on Monday, 
June 18th at Ferguson Park and will 
continue every weekday throughout the 
summer. The events will be coordinated 
each week by Bria Jones and Violet 
Shattuck. Jones is an MBA student at Cal 
U and youth sports instructor at Endzone 
sports who enjoys youth recreation. 
Shattuck is a recent graduate of the Ellis 
School and will be studying psychobiology 
at Albright College in Reading. The full-
time schedule of events is a new initiative 
for the Parks and Recreation department. 
Chairman Michael Milberger said that 

“this year, the Parks and Recreation 
Advisory Board is starting its first full-time 
summer recreation program for kids in 35 
years. The board says that it learned a lot 
from last year’s part-time program that they 
have applied to this year. 

They would like to thank the 
Wilkinsburg Council and School Board for 
providing the major funding for this effort. 
Thanks also to the Wilkinsburg residents 
and businesses who are contributing to or 
volunteering for this program.” 

Events will be held in Ferguson 
Park unless otherwise noted. Check the 
borough website (www.wilkinsburgpa.gov) for 
a full schedule of events.

improving the community by reducing 
the number of vacant properties, as well 
as improving the size and quality of the 
individual’s property. No good-faith deposit 
is required at the time of application.

The program has a variable pricing 
structure depending on the type of 
property and the plan for it. For instance, 
purchasing a vacant lot to be included as a 
side yard will cost less than demolishing a 
blighted structure, which will cost less than 
rehabilitating a blighted structure. 

In most cases parcel fees will be either 
discounted or waived entirely.

For more information or to access the 
application, visit the Allegheny County 
Department of Economic Development’s 
website: www.alleghenycounty.us/economic-
development/residents/index.aspx.

Reclaiming Vacant Lots in the Borough
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WCdC
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To support the WCDC, send a tax-
deductible contribution to 1001 Wood 
St., Wilkinsburg, PA 15221
OR donate online at
wilkinsburgcdc.org
Thank you!
 412.727.7855 • 412.871.3149 (fax)
 info@wilkinsburgcdc.org

®

WCDC Announces 2018 
Youth Grant Winners!

The WCDC is pleased to have funding available each year 
for groups and organizations within Wilkinsburg that support 
the academic and civic endeavors of local youth. Through the 
WCDC’s Youth & Education Initiative, the organization has had 
the opportunity to support several nonprofits, small businesses, 
and thousands of Wilkinsburg youth since the initiative was 
started in 2010. The WCDC is excited to announce this year’s 
three grantees! Learn more about their projects below.  

Barrels to Beethoven—Funds will support the 
organization’s Summer Program, which aims to engage up to 30 
Wilkinsburg youth between the ages of 8 and 14 through the 
lens of music and making. The program will provide in-depth, 
educational context for the history, development, and production 
of the steel pan while also teaching technique, music theory, and 
performance skills.

Deliverance Baptist Church—Funds will support the Next 
Generation Ministry’s field trip to the National Museum of African 
American History & Culture in Washington, D.C. The main goal 
of the trip is to expose participating youth to the rich history and 
contributions of African Americans throughout history in an effort 
to inspire them to be imaginative and inventive in the ways in 
which they can make an impact in their community.

Wilkinsburg Family Support Center—Funds will support 
the “Wake Up the Vote” Summer Camp, which aims to educate 
youth about the history and importance of voting. Youth will use 
this information to create excitement around voting and increase 
voter turnout in Wilkinsburg.

Congrats to this year’s grantees!

Meet the WCDC’s New Intern
The newest member of the WCDC team is Edyn Herbert, 

a senior at the University of Pittsburgh, originally from 
Milwaukee, WI. 

Edyn will be graduating this December with a BA in 
communication rhetoric and non-fiction writing, as well as a 
certificate in public and professional writing. 

Over the past four years, Edyn has been a member of the 
Pitt Club Softball team and became their vice president in 2016. 
Edyn helped lead the team to nationals and earn the title of 11th 
best team in the nation. 

She has also been a writing tutor at Pitt’s Writing Center for 
the past 2 1/2 years. 

Her previous internships included a local non-profit radio 
station out of Milwaukee, audio engineering, and acting as a 

contributing producer for Milwaukee’s 
NPR station.  Welcome Edyn!

From the WCDC-sponsored Two-Way Street Fest last month.
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School District
www.wilkinsburgschools.org

Why Now? 
The conversation about the reconfiguration started in March during the initial 

budget discussions. During this time we discussed the seven teacher retirements 
that we were made aware of in January. The discussion was geared around how we 
take advantage of repurposing the dollars from the teacher retirements. Without 
repurposing these funds, we would have to increase cost to keep class sizes small. 

Additionally,. we know that by increasing cost in some areas of our operations may 
result in a larger savings to the district by bringing back the charter school students. 

Why was the district reconfiguration a secret? 
There was no secret. On Tuesday, April 24, 2018, the Board of Directors at its regular 
meeting accepted my recommendation and voted and approved the reconfiguration 
of the schools in our District into K-2 Primary School at Kelly Elementary and a grade 
3-6 Intermediate School at Turner Elementary, effective the 2018-2019 school year. 
The goal in creating these new grade-level schools was to create better environments - 
academically, socially, and emotionally - for students to learn and grow. 

Will the names of the schools change? 
Yes- the names of the schools will be officially changed to Kelly Primary School and 

Turner Intermediate School. 

What is the rationale to reconfigure the district? 
By reconfiguring our schools, Kelly and Turner schools will have the classroom 

space required to offer additional programming to our students. In addition, 
reconfiguring our schools allows us to improve our school district in many other ways. 
For example, we will be able to better manage future student enrollment, preserve our 
successful small-class-size initiative, balance the size of schools, provide wrap around 
care service for students, give 4-6 graders the opportunity to take chorus and band 
and expand our instrumental music program, counseling services for students and 
implement a Spanish Immersion Program. 

How will the reconfiguration impact the construction of Turner? 
No impact.

What will class sizes be? 
The relationship between class size and student achievement has long been the 

subject of debate. Research indicates that students certainly benefit, but that small 
classes are not the “magic bullet” and need to be augmented by quality teaching. 
Research suggests that class sizes between 15 and 20 students to have positive effects 
on learning. Wilkinsburg Collective Bargaining Agreement sets guidelines for K-3 at 25 
and 4-6 classrooms up to 30 students. 

What will the Primary and Intermediate School day hours be? 
Planning for the needs of students and families is a primary concern. Bussing 

plans will allow for siblings to be transported together with drop off at both schools 
in sequence; i.e., Primary at 7:40 a.m., Intermediate at 7:47. Students will be served 
breakfast upon arrival. Dismissal will function in reverse with the Intermediate 
students picked up first, then Primary. 

How will the start times affect the busing to and from Westinghouse? 
Start times will not affect the busing to and from Westinghouse. 

On April 30, Superintendent Linda 
Iverson sent a letter to the school district 
announcing that the Board of Directors 
had approved a reconfiguration of the 
schools. 

The reconfiguration will create a K-2 
Primary School at Kelly Elementary and a 
grades 3-6 Intermediate School at Turner 
Elementary for the coming 2018-2019 
school year. 

“The goal in creating these new 
grade-level schools was to create better 
environments—academically, socially, and 
emotionally—for students to learn and 
grow,” wrote Dr. Iverson.

By reconfiguring the schools, 
classroom space will be freed to offer 
additional programming to students, 
management of future student enrollment 
will be easier, the small-class-size initiative 
will be preserved, the size of schools will be 
more balanced, wrap-around care service 
for students will be provided, all 4-6 
graders will have the opportunity to take 
chorus and band, and counseling services 
for students will be expanded. 

“This past year, we have been 
completing an instructional program 
review to align curriculum across grades 
and create a cohesive educational pathway 
as students move through our buildings,” 
wrote Iverson. “We are also establishing 
grade level standards and standard based 
report cards for implementation next year. 

“Establishment of grade level 
expectations assures students are prepared 
for the next level of learning, and that all 
students are provided the same rigorous 
and relevant learning opportunities 
throughout the District.”

Iverson said they are doing everything 
they can to assure a smooth transition 
for students, families, and staff. We are 
currently planning, reviewing, evaluating 
and considering every aspect of student 
needs, educational priorities, and what 
the physical transition of our district will 
look like and more communication will 
follow. For the Wilkinsburg School District Calendar, see www.wilkinsburgschools.org/calendar

Wilkinsburg’s Plan 
to Reconfigure 
Schools for 2018-19

Frequently Asked Questions with Answers from the School District

continued on page 6
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1789 S. Braddock Avenue

Suite 410

Pittsburgh, PA 15218

www.metrofamilypractice.org

412-247-2310
Health care to all people, at every stage in life, 

without regard to their ability to pay…

The Jazz Workshop, Inc., Band played 
at Eastridge Library and Community 
Center, Tuesday, May 22, as part of the 
Cultural Wave Series kick off.

The event was well attended, and many 
said they would love for them to come back 
again! “It was hard to not be pulled into 

What behavior will be expected of 
my child on the bus? 

...The district has adopted three 
district-wide discipline expectations that 
address the entire school, the classroom, 
and areas outside of the classroom 
such as the hallways, restrooms, 
cafeteria, busses and offices. They are 
Be Respectful, Be Responsible, and 
Be Safe. School buses are considered 
an extension of the classroom and 
students are expected to conduct 
themselves accordingly. Students who are 
transported on district-contracted school 
buses shall comply with the Student 
Code of Conduct. Bus transportation is 
a privilege not a right. 

When will students receive bus 
information? 

Students will receive their 
information by August 17th whether 
they are a student walker, a bus student, 
bus stop, bus arrival and departure time. 
We are working to get this information 
to parents even earlier. 

Will all students regardless of their 
proximity to the schools be bused? 
No, only students who live further than 
1 mile from the school will receive 
busing. All others will be considered 
walkers. However, the district will take 
into consideration students who live near 
hazardous roads and consider exceptions 
where bus transportation is in the best 
interest of the safety of the student.

RECONFIGURATION FAQ , from page 5

Local color
Farmers market fresh, every day.

7516 Meade Street, Pittsburgh, PA 15208 . www.eastendfood.coop . 412-242-3598

various jazz rhythms which 
ended with an explosion 
of layered rhythms by Dr 
Jacqueline Young herself 
on saxophone,” said Linda 
Atkins.

 Young took the music 
to yet another level and the 
audience responded to her.

The Jazz Workshop, 
Inc., Band has a long history, 
being in existence over 
40 years, and part of the 

history right here in Wilkinsburg. The 
band’s present leader and organizer, Dr 
Young, whose family is from Wilkinsburg. 
Her father, Harold Young, was the band’s 
founder and executive director. He played 
the saxophone and so did his father.

Jazz Workshop, Inc., Band at Eastridge Library

ART IN THE PARK
Concert Series

Thursdays, 6 p.m., at the Penn Avenue Parklet

July 5   Brett Staggs & the Daylight Moon  (blues/rock)
July 12  Coffe Love Trane  (jazz)
July 19  No Ordinary Soul Band  (R&B)
July 26  Kea Michaels  (R&B)
August 2  Steve Trettel & Friends  (R&B)
August 9 The Flow Band  (reggae)
August 16  Youth for a Better Community Day  Various Artists / DJ
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www.wilkinsburgchamber.com

Chamber of Commerce

Greater Wilkinsburg Chamber of Commerce
900 Wood Street, 2nd Fl., Wilkinsburg, PA 15221  412.242.0234

wilkinsburgchamber.com

2018 Summer Lunch & Learn Workshops
Navigating Entrepreneurship is a three-part series for existing businesses offered by the Wilkinsburg Chamber of Commerce and 

Bridgeway Capital. Each workshop features a presentation and roundtable discussion led by a business professional. Lunch will be provided.

The Marketing Makeover
Wednesday, July 11, 11:30 a.m.–1 p.m.

Managing the Bottom Line
Wednesday, July 25, 11:30 a.m.–1 p.m.

Financing Your Business
Wednesday, August 8, 11:30 a.m. – 1 p.m.

Workshop Fees:
Chamber Members    $5/workshop       $15/3-part series
Non-Members            $10/workshop     $25/3-part series

Contact info@wilkinsburgchamber.com for more information and to reserve your 
spot.

Wilkinsburg Thursday Open Market Season
Don’t forget to visit the Wilkinsburg Thursday Open Market for fresh produce, fruits and 

prepared foods. The market is open every Thursday from 3–6:30 p.m. at the corner of Penn and 
Trenton Avenues. 

Join the Chamber. Get Involved. Make an Impact!
The Greater Wilkinsburg Chamber of Commerce has served the community for 125 years and continues to grow with 

increased membership, resources and opportunities. Let our growth support your business.

These library programs and events are 
free and open to everyone. Reservations 
can be made in advance at the circulation 
desk or by calling 412.244.2940. (M=Main 
Library; E=Eastridge branch).

Adult Programs
Senior Fun Day, Tuesday, July 17 and Aug. 

14, 9:30 a.m.—A day of fun and learning 
activities and lunch. (M)

Speaker Series, Thursday, July 19, 7 p.m.—
Ann Elise Morris will speak on preserving 
and celebrating Wilkinsburg history. (M)

CareerLink Job Assistance, Tuesday, July 
20 and Aug. 17—Let Rachelle help you 
search for your new job. A mini-workshop 
will be held from 10–Noon and one-on-one 
help sessions conducted in the afternoon. 
Registration requested. (M) 

Movie Mondays, Monday, July 23 and 
Aug. 20, 1:30 pm—Take a break and relax.  
The movie is to be announced. (M)

What Do Psychics Do and How Do They 
Do It?, Thursday, Aug. 9, 7 p.m.—Spend a 
fascinating evening with local medium 
Debbie Pakler.  (M)

One-on-One Tech, by appointment—Call 
to reserve your time with a staff member 
for computer, laptop or other digital device 
coaching.  (M & E)

Chess, 2nd and 4th Tuesdays, 6 p.m., 2nd 
and 4th Saturdays, 11 a.m.—All ages. (E)

Crochet, Saturdays, 11 a.m.—Join Frankie 
to get tips and help with your projects. (E)

Children’s Summer Discovery 
Programs

Free Lunch through August 11—Enjoy 
a delicious lunch everyday thanks to 
Wilkinsburg Community Ministry. All ages (M)

Butterfly Project, Wednesday, July 11, 12:30 
p.m.—Paint a ceramic butterfly in memory of 
Holocaust children. All ages (M)

Carnegie Science Center, Monday, July 

16, 1 p.m.—“Making Music” is the theme 
for the visit.  Learn about sound and make 
your own kazoo. All ages. (M)

Pittsburgh Zoo, Tuesday, July 31, 1 p.m.—
Discover “Wonders of Wildlife” with live, 
fascinating animals from the PPG Zoo and 
Aquarium. All ages. (M)

Family Story Time, Mondays, 11 a.m. (M) 
& Thursdays, 11 a.m. (E)—Read stories, play 
games and sing songs.  For babies thru 
preschoolers with an adult.

Art Club, Mondays, 1 p.m.—Create 
something new each week.  All ages (M)

STEM Story Time, Tuesdays, 11 a.m.—
Science-related stories and activities. Ages 
3-5; older children welcome too. (M)

RIF Storymobile, Tuesday, July 3, 17, 31 
& Aug. 14, 11:30 a.m. – Fun stories and a 
free book each time! (M)

Science Fridays, 1 p.m.—Discover, build, 
design or create something new each week.  
All ages. (M)

Wilkinsburg Public Library Summer Events
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and other sports can play and hone skills.
Pogopalooza will be webcast on our Youtube channel of 

65,000+ subscribers,” said Weiner.” We’ll be letting them all 
know Wilkinsburg is where we’ve made our home. ...I would 
love it if one day a youth we work with in one of our clinics in 
Wilkinsburg could join the stunt team and take part in some 
of the opportunities we get to travel the world and compete at 
Pogopalooza.” 

If you are interested in volunteering for Pogopalooza, being a 
food vendor, or wanting other information, email Will Weiner at 
will@xpogo.com or visit xpogo.com. Pogopalooza is free and open 
to the public.

other pogoers online.They will be coming from across the United 
States as well as from international locations, such as Canada, 
France and Russia.

Weiner says that even the average person can get involved in 
the sport of pogoing: “The simplest way is to start pogoing on a 
spring stick. That is how all of our athletes began, and there are 
still lots of cool tricks someone can challenge themselves with on 
one of those sticks.” 

He added that Xpogo plans to expand community 
engagement later this summer, possibly holding open pogo “jams” 
every week or two at Community Forge where people of all skill 
levels can meet up and bounce 

Xpogo has a stunt team that travels across the globe, doing 
extreme pogo demos, performing at professional sport events and 
other festivals and corporate events.

Recently, some of their athletes finished filming a series 
called “The Pogo Adventure,” which follows some of the best 
pogoers in the world going on a road trip. Xpogo athletes will 
be making some television appearances, including Good Morning 
America, Americas Got Talent, and Dude Perfect.

Xpogo desires to work with the Wilkinsburg community. 
They’ve been working with afterschool at the Community Forge 
to run pogo sessions with students. They are also working with 
the Wilkinsburg Parks Department to have clinics this summer. 

Long-term plans include expanding Hunter Park to include 
an extreme sports section where youth who are interested in pogo 
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