
theWilkinsburg

A Free Community newsletter Bringing you good news ABout wilkinsBurg VOL. 12  NO. 2  October 2018

inside
Bulletin Board 2

Borough 3

WCdC 4

SChool diStriCt 5

ChamBer of CommerCe  7

Wilkinsburg Contributes to the Carnegie International

Hours for trick-or-treating 
in Wilkinsburg are

 5-8 p.m., 
Wednesday, October 31. 

Turn your porch light on if 
you are participating.

continued on page 5

When you drive by the 
Carnegie Art Museum in 
Oakland for the next several 
months, you can smile at the 
intallation that has a local 
connection. The large-scale 
sculpture that hangs on the 
facade of the museum was 
prepared in Wilkinsburg 
for the prestigious Carnegie 
International.

The sculpture, designed 
by world-reknowned artist 
El Anatsui, based in Ghana 
and Nigeria, was assembled 
by Wilkinsburg residents 
under the oversight of 
Dee Briggs, local artist 

and sculptor. Briggs hosted Anatsui and 
participated in the brainstorming process 
for his design for this project.

“It’s been a fantastic experience,” said 
Briggs. “El is an international art star.”

Anatsui is known for his tapestry-like 
sculptures, often made from thousands of 
recycled aluminum bottle tops.

His project entitled 
Three Angles reflects the 
three rivers of Pittsburgh 
and recycles printing press 
plates from Knepper Press, 
the same local press that 

prints The Wilkinsburg Sun.
The Carnegie International, 57th 

Edition, runs October 13–March 25 at 
Carnegie Museum of Art. 

Those involved with the Antsui 
project that have a Wilkinsburg connection 
include high schoolers Robert “Trae” Cook 
III, Deonna DeVaughn, Dashyah “Shy” 

Reddit, Nautica Jones, Jafar 
Turner, Michael Williams, 
and Nasir Featherstone; 
artists Naomi Chambers 
and Darnell Chambers 
(Flower House), Haylee 
Ebersole, Joey Behrens, 
and Ron Butler; neighbors 
and friends Montay Giles, 
Debbie Jackson and her son 
Will Terry, Malik Milligan, 
Kyree Hurt, Tay-Rod Ford, 
and Nick Troutman; and 
members of the Dee Briggs 
Studio—Natalia Gomez, 
director of studio operations, 
and Paul Jasinski, director of 
fabrication and installation.

Established in 1896, 
the Carnegie International 

exhibitions have built a rich history of 
introducing audiences to contemporary 
art from around the world. Through these 
exhibitions, Andrew Carnegie sought to 
educate and inspire audiences, attract the 
art world to Pittsburgh, and, above all, to 
build a collection through the purchase of 
the “Old Masters of tomorrow.”

Today, the Carnegie International 
is the oldest exhibition of international 
contemporary art in North America, and 

See the Sacred Space Tour Performing Arts Schedule for October 13 on page 6.

Above: El Anatsui’s installation 
Three Angles on the Carnegie. 
Left: El Anatsui and Dee Briggs 
working under a tent near Dee’s 
Wilkinsburg studio with helpers 
Montay Giles and Will Terry and 
filmmaker Oyiza Adaba.
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Halloween Library Party and 
Haunted Store Tour

A free Halloween party will be 
held at the Wilkinsburg Public Library, 
Wednesday, October 31, from 5 to 8 p.m.

There will 
be games, crafts, 
candy, kid-friendly 
Halloween movies, 
and a special 
guest—Clifford the 
Big Red Dog. All 
ages and families 
welcome! Costumes 
are optional.

At the same 
time, there will be 
a Haunted Store Tour at the Free Store at 
619 Penn Avenue. The tour, for children 
no younger than 7, will leave from the 
library around 6 p.m. and may add a 
second time later.

Pittsburgh Symphony Orchestra, 
Stringed Quintet Here October 23

Hilltop Block Watch announced a 
special evening concert Tuesday, October 
23 at 6 p.m. 

Five talented musicians from the 

editor@wilkinsburgsun.com

P.O. Box 86064 
Wilkinsburg, PA 15221

Lynne Gordon, Editor
THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Jason Cohn, President 
Minister Linda Kirkland-Law, Vice President 

John Irwin, Treasurer 
Vanessa McCarthy-Johnson, Secretary

The Wilkinsburg Sun is a free  
monthly community newsletter published by the 

volunteer Wilkinsburg Community Newsletter 
Board, with the support of the Wilkinsburg 
Borough, the Wilkinsburg School District, 

the Wilkinsburg Chamber of Commerce and 
the Wilkinsburg Community Development 

Corporation. The Sun is printed by Knepper Press. 

Please submit all articles and calendar 
events to: editor@wilkinsburgsun.com,  

or by mail, P.O. Box 86064, Wilkinsburg, 
PA 15221. Please submit articles 5 weeks 

before publication and  
calendar events 3 weeks before  

publication. To advertise,  
e-mail adsales@wilkinsburgsun.com,  

or call 412.680.1381. The Sun accepts 
submitted articles provided they are related 

to Wilkinsburg and are civic-minded. The 
Sun reserves the right to withhold articles 
from print. Please note that The Sun does 

not publish political or opinion pieces.

Sign up to receive The Sun 
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Pittsburgh Symphony Orchestra will 
play a full concert in the Blackridge area 
at Wilkinsburg Community Center at 
Eastridge, 1900 Graham Blvd, 15235.

Wilkinsburg Artist Selected for Show
Associated Artists of Pittsburgh (AAP) 

is hosting its 106th Annual Exhibition. 
The exhibition is juried by University of 
Maryland Art gallery acting director Taras 
Matla, who selected artwork by forty-seven 
Pennsylvania-based artists, including Chris 
McGinnis of Wilkinsburg.

The exhibition runs until October 27 
and is open to the public Tuesdays through 
Saturdays from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m.

Admission is free. For more 
information, call 412.361.1370 or email 
aap@aapgh.org.

PUCS Expands Math Program
Pittsburgh Urban Christian School 

(PUCS) has expanded its math program to 
include a new full-time math middle school 
teacher, Joshmin Ray. 

The faces below are the staff that 
educates and supports the students at 
809 Center and 813 South Avenues in 
Wilkinsburg this school year. 

Rather than teaching 
math separate from 
science or social studies 
distinct from art and 
music, PUCS is known 
for its curriculum that 
brings together content 
from multiple subjects 
into creative learning 
units.

The staff at Pittsburgh Urban 
Christian School..
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UPCOMING MEETINGS

10/1 (Mon.) 6:30 p.m. Social Media & Promotions Committee, 2nd floor

10/2 (Tues.) 6 p.m. Planning Commission, 2nd floor

10/10 (Wed.) 7 p.m. Council Work Session, 2nd floor

10/8 (Mon.) 4:30 p.m. Budget and Finance Committee, 2nd floor

10/8 (Mon.) 6 p.m. Library Board, 2nd floor

10/10 (Wed.) 6 p.m. Business Outreach and Jobs Development, 2nd floor

10/11 (Thurs.) 6 p.m. Constituent Service & Special Events Comm., 2nd floor

10/11 (Thurs.) 9 a.m. Wilkinsburg Arts Commission, 2nd floor

10/15 (Mon.) 9 a.m. Public Safety Committee, 2nd floor

10/17 (Wed.) 7 p.m. Council Legislative Session, 2nd floor

10/18 (Thurs.) 5:30 p.m. Parks & Recreation Advisory Board, 1st floor

10/24 (Wed.) 5:30 p.m. Blight and Capital Planning Committee, 2nd floor

10/24 (Wed.) 6:30 p.m. Shade Tree Advisory Committee, 1st floor

10/27 (Sat.) 9 a.m. Personnel, Policy & Procedure Committee, 1st floor

WilkinsBurg Borough
www.wilkinsburgpa.gov

 State Rep. Ed Gainey, D-Allegheny, 
and state Sen. Jay Costa, D-Forest Hills, 
recently announced that Wilkinsburg has 
been selected to receive a $246,000 state 
grant for a sewer project.

“It is no secret that many of our 
communities struggle when it comes to 
updating old infrastructure,” Gainey said. 
“Funding these projects is always an issue, 
and I am pleased to announce this grant 
which will help Wilkinsburg provide for 
the health and well-being of its residents,”

The grant, awarded by the 
Commonwealth Financing Authority, will 
assist the borough in updating its sewer 
system by restoring more than 2,000 feet 
of sewer line.

“Access to clean water and a reliable 
sewer system is something that every 
citizen of Pennsylvania should be 
guaranteed,” Costa said. “We created the 
Small Water and Sewer Grant Program 
at the state level and provided it with 
$25 million so that we would be able to 

help municipalities with projects 
that their constituents need. 
Wilkinsburg submitted a top notch 
project, and I’m proud to have 
helped them secure the funding 
for it.”

 Borough Manager Donn 
Henderson says this will add to 
other sewer projects including 
a “GROW” grant from Alcosan 
for lining sewer lines to prevent 
infiltration of stormwater. The 
Borough has also committed 
$150,000 for sewer line smoke 
testing to identify water flow that 
should not be entering the sanitary 
sewers.

$246,000 Received for Sewer Updates

Autumn Is Here 
and So Are All 
the Leaves

Residential leaf collection begins on 
October 29 and ends on December 14.

Leaves will be picked up at the curb 
on a resident’s regular street sweeper 
day. If a street is not marked for street 
sweeping, residents can pile leaves near 
the curb or put them in paper bags at the 
curb. 

Leaves can be piled loose or in paper 
bags. Leaves in plastic bags will not be 
picked up. 

Weather conditions on any given 
week may delay pick-up.

Paper leaf bags can be purchased at 
major retail stores and at Pennwood Paint 
and Supply at 724 Wood Street. 

For more information, contact the 
Wilkinsburg Borough Department of 
Public Works  by calling 412.244.2959.



4 Wilkinsburg Sun I October 2018

WCdC
www.wilkinsburgcdc.org

To support the WCDC, send a tax-
deductible contribution to 1001 Wood 
St., Wilkinsburg, PA 15221
OR donate online at
wilkinsburgcdc.org
Thank you!
 412.727.7855 • 412.871.3149 (fax)
 info@wilkinsburgcdc.org

®

You’re invited! On Saturday, 
November 10, 6-9 p.m., the WCDC 
will host the Big Birthday Bash, a 
fundraising gala to celebrate 10 years of 
their work to promote the revitalization 
of Wilkinsburg. This year’s event will 
take place at the historic Yingling 
Mansion, a Georgian Revival-style 
mansion that is currently being 
restored to its former grandeur. The 
mansion, which dates back 112 years, 
was the featured Designers’ Show 
House in Wilkinsburg this past spring.

In 2008, the WCDC was officially 
incorporated as a 501(c)(3) nonprofit 
organization by the Internal Revenue 
Service. Initiated by a group of volunteer 
residents, it was not until 2010 that the 
WCDC opened an office and was able 
to hire its first staff member, Executive 
Director Tracey Evans.

So much has happened in 
Wilkinsburg over the past 10 years, and 
thanks in large part to the work of the 
WCDC:

• 60 businesses opened in 
Wilkinsburg

• More than 370 entrepreneurs have 
been supported through workshops, grants, 
technical support, marketing, and more

• 70 commercial properties have sold
• 25 vacant storefront are now home to 

viable businesses
• Through relationship building with 

local media sources, over 265 positive 
press stories have been published about 
Wilkinsburg

• Over 2,400 youth have been served 
through mini grants to Wilkinsburg youth 
and education organizations

• $5.5 million has been raised to 
support the restoration of the Wilkinsburg 
Train Station

• Over $70 million has been invested 
in Wilkinsburg through public and private 
investment

Through the years, the WCDC has also 
hosted dozens of events and community 
meetings. The WCDC’s past events, 
including last year’s Meet Me at the Station 
gala, House & Garden Tours, Vacant Home 

Tours, and most recently, the Two-Way 
Street Fests, have engaged thousands of 
people in their work and in Wilkinsburg. 
Lauded for their diversity, creativity, and 
impact, the WCDC’s previous events have 

helped shift the negative perceptions 
of Wilkinsburg by showcasing the 
community’s many assets, including 
historic homes and buildings, a 
diverse business district, a growing 
arts community, public transit access, 
engaged residents, and more.

Don’t miss out on your chance to 
support the WCDC at the Big Birthday 
Bash! This year’s event will feature live 
music and entertainment, festive food 
and games, silent auction, raffle, and 
maybe even a little magic. All-inclusive 
tickets are on sale now for $95. Get 
yours at showclix.com/event/wcdc-bash 
or by calling 1.888.71TICKET. 

Interested in volunteering at 
the event? Volunteers are needed for 
event set up, clean up, and everything 
in between. In addition to helping 
out a great cause, volunteers receive 
free admission to the festivities! If 
you would like to lend a hand on 
November 10, please email marlee@
wilkinsburgcdc.org or call 412.727.7855. 

Can’t attend, but would still like 
to support the WCDC’s work over the next 
decade? Visit wilkinsburgcdc.org/donate 
or send a donation to 1001 Wood St. 
Wilkinsburg, PA 15221.

Celebrate 10 Years of the WCDC on November 10

Save the 
Dates!

Thursdays, September 27–November 
15, WCDC Business Planning 
WorkshopCalll 412.727.7855 to 
learn more.

Saturday, October 13, 11 a.m.–8 p.m.: 
Sacred Spaces Tour; Learn more at bit.
ly/2QkpU0H.

Saturday, November 10, 6-9 p.m.: Big 
Birthday Bash—Celebrating 10 Years 
of the WCDC;1300 Wood St.

Saturday, November 24: Small Business 
Saturday—Support small businesses 
in Wilkinsburg!

Monday, November 26, 5–6:30 p.m.: 
WCDC Board of Directors meeting; 
1001 Wood St.



 www.wilkinsburgsun.com 5

School District
www.wilkinsburgschools.org

UPCOMING MEETINGS

10/16 (Tues.) 7 p.m. Board Planning Session

10/23 (Tues.) 5:30 p.m. Curriculum, Instruction and Assessment Committee

10/23 (Tues.) 7 p.m. Board Legislative Session

11/20 (Tues.) 7 p.m. Board Planning Session

11/27 (Tues.) 6 p.m. Policy and Procedures Committee

11/27 (Tues.) 7 p.m. Board Legislative Session

All meetings held at Wilkinsburg School Administration Building, 718 Wallace Avenue, 15221

Dear Wilkinsburg Community:
The beginning of a new school year, like the dawning of a new day, reminds us 

that the future holds infinite possibilities.  I hope that your summer was relaxing. 
By now you have received the informal reports given to you by your son or 

daughter.  The administration, faculty and staff hope those reports are positive. We 
hope you find that the school year has begun well for your child.

It seems to us that classes began smoothly and that these first few weeks have 
been a fine beginning of what should be a productive school year. I want to share 
with you a few fast facts:

• We reduced taxes by 3.1 mills. 
• Our enrollment has increased to 706 students.
• Our daily attendance rate at both schools is over 95%. 
• We have begun our After-School Program at both Kelly and Turner. 
• We offer district-wide transportation for our students for the first time 

ever.
• Breakfast participation is at 93%. 
• We offer full-year instrumental music.
• Turner construction is underway, on schedule and is planned to be 

completed by the start of 2019-2020 school year. 
This year will continue to be shaped by our reform efforts as outlined in our 

District Reconfiguration Pan. Our accomplishments have been monumental and 
we will continue our focus on teaching and learning so that our students graduate 
college and career ready.  While maintaining the implementation of the initiatives 
already in place, this year we will also focus on addressing targeted mental health 
and school safety initiatives.

We know that we have work to do, work that requires commitment, focus and 
collaboration and we know that we will succeed. I look forward to a year filled with 
stories of great success and great learning.

Sincerely,
Linda J. Iverson, Ph.D.
Superintendent of Schools

The The Nutrition Group and 
Wilkinsburg School District are offering 
dinner as part of an after-school program 
at Kelly Primary and Turner Intermediate. 
Dinner is served to children in pre-K 
through 12th grade, 18 years old and 
under. 

New flyers about the program 
were sent home district-wide Friday, 
September 21. The meals are from 3:30-
4:15 p.m. Monday through Thursday.

For Kelly Primary, students should 
enter doors in lower parking lot. For 
Turner Intermediate, students should 
enter front doors from Wallace Aveune 

Children were invited based on 
academic needs. Data was retrieved from 
Dibels and PSSA scores. A family night 
for the program will be held in the near 
future. The Neighborhood Learning 
Alliance (NLA) and its coordinators are 
planning the event. 

Students that currently ride a bus 
are being offered an activity bus home. A 
security guard will be present on the bus. 
Kelly Primary 

For more information, contact 
David Pribish, food service director at 
412.371.9504, ext. 2195, or Summer 
Pendro at 412.871.2105.

A Letter from the Superintendent of Schools
After-School 
Program Now 
Serves Dinner

the second oldest in the world. With the 
first exhibition came the acquisition of 
Winslow Homer’s The Wreck (1896) and 
James A. McNeill Whistler’s Arrangement 
in Black: Portrait of Señor Pablo de Sarasate 
(1884), the first Whistler painting to be 
acquired by an American museum. 

More than 100 years later, at least 
300 works have entered the museum’s 
permanent collection through the 
Internationals, including works by Mary 
Cassatt, Edward Hopper, Camille Pissarro, 
Georges Rouault, John Singer Sargent, and 
Andy Warhol, among others. 

See more about this story on facebook.
com/wilkinsburg.sun.

ANATSUI, from page 1
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Sacred Space Tour Performing 
Arts Schedule—October 13
11 a.m.—Kickoff (location to be 
announced)
11:30 a.m.—Eli Alfieri and Friends at 
Mifflin Avenue United Methodist Church
12 p.m.—David Orme organ 
performance at Second United 
Presbyterian Church
12:30 p.m.—Michael Kearney organ 
performance at St. James Catholic Church

1 p.m.—Adam Liu, Pittsburgh Symphony Orchestra cellist at 1300 
Wood Street
1:30 p.m.—Godfrey McCray Jr. at Mulberry Community Church 
2 p.m.—A capella choir led by Michael Kearney at Covenant Fellowship 
Reformed Presbyterian Church
2:30 p.m.–Original play of the story of Job by Cliff McGill at St. Mark’s 
AME Church
3-5 p.m.—Barrels to Beethoven performances and visitor participation at 
Community Forge
3:30 p.m.—CMU repertory students perform musical interpretation 
of Mayor Marita Garrett’s story of leadership at South Avenue United 
Methodist Church
4:30 p.m.—Tony Jackson presents the Neighborhood Youth Outreach 
Program music and dance at St. Stephen’s Church gymnasium
5 p.m.—Choir event to be announced
5:30 p.m.—Middle school student choir at Pittsburgh Urban Christian 
School (PUCS)
6-8 p.m.—Reception at PUCS produced by Regent Square Rotary Club: 
DJ Sarah Jackson

Other arts programming will be ongoing during the day at various locations, 
including visual artist Natiq Jalil at A Peace of Mind, sculptor James 
Shipman at PHLF Resource Center, photographer and stained glass artist 
Frank Hightower at Wilkinsburg Community Church and an art exhibit with 
Amy Fisher’s church photographs and other artists.at 300 Wood Street For 
more information, visit facebook.com/jenoweth.

Public Library October Events
These library programs and events are free and open to 

all. Reservations can be made in advance at the circulation 
desk or by calling 412-244-2940.  

(M=Main Library; E=Eastridge branch)

Adult Programs
Cooking It Up, Tuesday, Oct. 2, Noon—Try new recipes 

and cookbooks each month. Pick up your copy of Cravings 
by Chrissy Teigen at the circulation desk.  Registration is 
required. (M)

Senior Fun Day, Oct. 9, 9:30 a.m.—A day of fun and learning 
activities and lunch. (M)

Community Health Fair, Saturday, Oct. 13, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.—
Health and social services information, blood pressure 
screenings, brown bag medication checkup, and more thanks 
to partners Civically and local health organizations. (M)

CareerLink Job Assistance, Tuesday, Oct. 19, 10 a.m.–3 p.m.—
Let Rachelle help you search for your new job. Morning mini-
workshop (10 a.m.-Noon); afternoon one-on-one help sessions. 
Registration requested. (M) 

Movie Mondays, Monday, Oct. 22, 1:30 p.m.—Take a break 
and relax. Movie TBA. (M)

Unicorn Crafts, Friday, Oct. 26, 1-3 p.m.—Lose yourself in the 
magic of unicorns! All materials will be provided. All ages. (M)

Wilkinsburg Yarners, Wednesdays, 10 a.m.—Stitch, knit or 
crochet with friends and spin a yarn or two. (M)

Chess, 2nd and 4th Tuesdays, 6 p.m., 2nd and 4th Saturdays, 11 
a.m.—All ages welcome. (E)

Crochet, Saturdays, 11 a.m.—Join Frankie to get tips and 
help with your projects. (E) 

Children’s Programs
Queen’s Gambit Chess Club, Saturday, Oct. 13 and 27, 1 p.m.—

Learn how to play chess or improve your skills. All ages. (M)
Fortnite Tournament, Saturday, Oct. 6, 11 a.m.—Prove 

your battle royale skills as fortnite champion. Bracket style 
tournament. PC play only. Ages 10-17. (M)

Family Story Time, Mondays, 11 a.m. (M) & Thursdays, 11 
a.m. (E)—Read stories, play games and sing songs. For babies 
through preschoolers accompanied by an adult.

Art Club, Mondays, 4 p.m.—Let creative juices flow! All ages 
(M)

Lego Club, Tuesdays, 3:30 p.m.—Build your own creation or 
take a weekly challenge. (M)

Dance Explorers, Thursdays, 4:30 p.m.—Taste different dance 
styles including hip hop and ballet thanks to Courdance. (M)

Science Fridays, 3:30 p.m.—Explore the wide world of science 
with weekly activities. All ages. (M)
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www.wilkinsburgchamber.com

Chamber of Commerce

Looking Good and Getting Better

Through the support of Chamber member 
CP Development and with longtime anchors 
like the Learning Center and the Laundromat, 
new and established businesses are growing on 
the 300 block of South Trenton Avenue.

Steel City Movers, an established business 
on Trenton, is an employee-oriented company 
with a mission to make their clients’ move as smooth and stress-free as 
possible. Reach them at 570.262.9255 or mgbgfilms@gmail.com

Percolate Art Space is a creative oasis that embraces, supports and 
features local artists in Pittsburgh. Owner, Carolyn Pierotti, also runs 
a consulting business, Purple Room Fine Art, within the brick and 
mortar of the gallery. The current exhibition is “Metamorphosis,” and 
is free and open to all. For more information, contact 412.477.4540 or 
purplepierotti@gmail.com

Shiny Happy Cleaners, established in 2007 by Heather Kniess, is 
the largest, oldest professional green cleaning company in Pittsburgh. 
They are dedicated to providing clients with truly exceptional service in 

an environmentally safe and responsible way. Call them at 
412.580.1808 or write shinyhappycleaners@gmail.com

The newest store on the block is Pittsburgh Yarn 
Company. Co-owned by five women, it offers a variety of 
yarn, fiber, and tools to help knitters, spinners, crocheters, 
and other crafters create projects they love. The shop is 
open Monday and Wednesday through Saturday. For 
hours, visit www.pghyarnco.com or call 412.727.6430.

More businesses will be moving onto South Trenton 
this fall, so stop by and say hello. Shop local businesses and 
support the Wilkinsburg community.
Join the Chamber. Get Involved. Make an Impact.

900 Wood Street, 2nd Fl., Wilkinsburg, PA 15221
412.242.0234 info@wilkinsburgchamber

1789 S. Braddock Avenue

Suite 410

Pittsburgh, PA 15218

www.metrofamilypractice.org

412-247-2310
Health care to all people, at every stage in life, 

without regard to their ability to pay…

BULK SALE! Oct. 21st 
25% off bulk food & herbs
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Rain Garden  
South Ave. & Wood St. Parking Lot    

Tip Type & 
Lovett Sundries 

Building

 

S o u t h  A v e . 

Rain Garden 

Curbing or stone wall, 
surrounding rain garden 

Curb opening/flow 
entrance 

Small flowering tree

Shrubs, grasses, and 
colorful perennials 

Existing sidewalk Existing Catchbasin

Curb opening/flow 
entrance Materials Palette    

Elevation    

Colorful and salt tolerant perennials such as Yellow Coneflower, 
Sneezeweed, Blue Flag Iris, and Switchgrass

Curbing example Subsurface stormwater 
storage tank

Parking Lot 
Small flowering tree

Sidewalk

Curbing or stone wall

Existing catchbasin

Rain garden soil mix

4-6” ponding depth

Subsurface storage 
crates

Planting area

2B limestone gravel

Curb opening/flow 
from parking lot

N 

13’

18
’

0’ 2.5’ 5’ 10’ 20’ 

When it rains, just a quarter of an inch, 500 gallons of 
polluted stormwater runoff from the South Avenue and Wood 
Street parking lot drain into our antiquated storm sewer 
system. 

This water combines with rainwater draining from other 
hard surfaces such as rooftops and roadways throughout the 
watershed and borough. The flow quickly makes its way to the 
Nine Mile Run Stream where its destructive forces often cause 
significant damage to the stream and surrounding ecosystems.

The Nine Mile Run Watershed Association (NMRWA) 
continues to work with neighborhood partners to chip away at 
the problem of excessive stormwater runoff by implementing 
green infrastructure projects. These projects capture the rain and 
encourage it to be absorbed into the ground through modified 
soil and plantings. 

This fall, the NMRWA hopes to handle the water that falls 
on the South Avenue parking lot through a new rain garden 
located in the corner of the parking lot near Lovett Sundries and 
across from Nancy’s East End Diner. 

The South Avenue Rain Garden will intercept rainwater 
flows from the parking lot before they enter the nearest storm 
drain through a modified soil mixture and colorful plantings 

to both improve borough infrastructure and beautify this 
community space. 

Wilkinsburg Borough’s Department of Public Works will be 
excavating the rain garden, and NMRWA’s StormWorks team will 
oversee the project while getting assistance from volunteers for the 
planting and finishing touches. Allegheny County Conservation 
District contributed to project funding. For more information, 
visit ninemilerun.org/our-work/stormwater-management.

South Avenue Rain Garden Makes Use of Rain Water


