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A Free Community Newsletter Bringing You Good News About Wilkinsburg

Enjoy the Pittsburgh Symphony
Mark your calendars for Thursday, May 2 at 7 p.m. to see
the Pittsburgh Symphony Orchestra in concert in Wilkinsburg.
(This is a correction to the date printed in the March Wilkinsburg
Sun.)
This will be the PSO’s 16th concert in the historic
Wilkinsburg High School (747 Wallace Avenue) auditorium.
100% of the proceeds benefit the music education programs in
the Wilkinsburg School District.
Tickets can be purchased at the door on the evening of
the concert, and all proceeds from the concert benefit the
Wilkinsburg School District Music Program. Tickets are priced
at $12 for adults (10 for $100) and $5 for students.

Students Celebrate Beloved Author

Jody Guy, who leads Center for Civic Arts, with board member,
David Turner, at Wilkinsburg Chamber of Commerce’s 125th
Anniversary Gala in late February. For more pictures of this
special occasion, see pages 10–11.

Students at Kelly Primary and Turner Intermediate schools
celebrated a special day in March—the birthday of Dr. Seuss.
At Kelly Primary, with the help of some members of the
Wilkinsburg community, students spent a week in mid-March as
Read Across America Week. Retired Kelly teachers, school board
members and police officers stopped by to read to students.
Students and teachers at Turner Intermediate also celebrated
with a different theme each day of the week. One day was “Twin
Day” (pictured above) and students and staff were encouraged to
dress like their favorite Dr. Seuss twins.
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The Great Wilkinsburg Easter Egg Roll
Mayor Marita Garrett has announced
an Easter egg roll for Saturday, April 20,
from 12-2 p.m. There will be crafts, prizes
and a special visit from the Easter Bunny..
The roll will take place at the Penn-Lincoln
lot at the corner of Penn Avenue and
Center Street.

Citizens Police Academy
The first class of the Citizens Police
Academy begins on April 2 and meets each
subsequent Tuesday for 12 weeks from
6–9 p.m. Applications are available at the
Police Department Applicants must be 18
years of age. Applications are available from
the police department.
The purpose of the Citizen Police
Academy is to give citizens of the
community a working knowledge of the
department. A different topic is taught each
week by the Wilkinsburg police as well as
others.
Graduates of this program will be
motivated to continue as active partners
in identifying crime and safety issues
within the community and working toward
solutions. The police department, 605 Ross
Avenue can be reached 412.244.2919.

Premiere of the Donut Dash
Hilltop Block Watch invites
neighbors to its First Annual Donut Dash.
Participants should meet at Eastridge
Center at 1900 Graham Blvd on May 5
between 9:15 and 9:45 a.m. They can walk
or run a 1-mile or 3-mile course at their
own pace.

Kids and friendly dogs are welcome.
Donuts, water, coffee, and course map
provided for this rain-or-shine event. For
more info or optional pre-registration call
Linda Atkins at 412.880.8253.

Nancy’s Restaurant Fish Fry
Nancy’s Restaurant on South Avenue
is open every Friday during Lent from 4–8
p.m. for a Fish Fry.

Free Health Fair
Christian Church Of Wilkinsburg
is holding a health fair on Saturday
April 6. Join them from 12–3 p.m. for
health information, conversation and lunch.

5th Annual Pan Camp!
Pan Camp is a week-long program
to teach steelpan and performance
technique. Barrels to Beethoven invites
Wilkinsburg youth ages 8 and older to
join this unique camp June 17–21 from
9 a.m.–1 p.m. Registration: https://goo.
gl/forms/4LI46llQmFUwp0D22 or
contactinfo@barrelstobeethoven.com,
412.573.1870.

Grandmothers and Moms Group
The 2nd Saturday Grandmothers and
Moms group meets on the 2nd Saturday
of each month at Hosanna House in
Wilkinsburg, which supports the program.
Their goal is to support grandmothers and
mothers in a safe, caring atmosphere and
to share concerns, blessings and resources.
The next meetings are: April 13, May 11,
and June 8 from 11 a.m.–1 p.m.
For additional information contact
Penny Lang at 412.608.5646 or plang122@
gmail.com.

Community Forge Events

Here are some upcoming events at
Community Forge:
• Johnston Elementary Alumni Night, April
6, 4-7 p.m.—Celebrate the history of the
former Johnston school. Share stories and
photos. Enjoy free food. Open to all in the
community.
• Steel City Square
Dance, April 12,
Easter Sunday—April 21!
7:30-11:30 p.m.—
Come dance to
the Longnecks
with Mark
Tamsula, called
712 Wood St. 15221
by Taylor Runner.
412-731-3794
$10 donation
www.jamesfloralshoppe.com
suggested.
• Brake Light
Repair Clinic,
“Serving Pittsburgh for
April 13, 1-4 p.m.—
Over 100 years”
Pittsburgh DSA

James Flower Shoppe
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is hosting a free clinic to fix broken brake
lights on your car.

editor@wilkinsburgsun.com
P.O. Box 86064
Wilkinsburg, PA 15221
Lynne Gordon, Editor
THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Jason Cohn, President
Minister Linda Kirkland-Law, Vice President
John Irwin, Treasurer
Vanessa McCarthy-Johnson, Secretary
The Wilkinsburg Sun is a free
monthly community newsletter published by the
volunteer Wilkinsburg Community Newsletter
Board, with the support of the Wilkinsburg
Borough, the Wilkinsburg School District,
the Wilkinsburg Chamber of Commerce and
the Wilkinsburg Community Development
Corporation. The Sun is printed by Knepper Press.
Please submit all articles and calendar
events to: editor@wilkinsburgsun.com,
or by mail, P.O. Box 86064, Wilkinsburg,
PA 15221. Please submit articles 5 weeks
before publication and
calendar events 3 weeks before
publication. To advertise,
e-mail adsales@wilkinsburgsun.com,
or call 412.680.1381. The Sun accepts
submitted articles provided they are related
to Wilkinsburg and are civic-minded. The
Sun reserves the right to withhold articles
from print. Please note that The Sun does
not publish political or opinion pieces.

Sign up to receive The Sun
by email at eepurl.com/v0iBP
and friend us on Facebook.
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Participate in the Wilkinsburg Two-Way Street Fest
Join us in making our annual spring
celebration a success! The WCDC is
seeking volunteers to help with day-of
event logistics on May 18.
Two shifts will be available: morning/
set-up from 9-11:30 a.m. and afternoon/
clean-up from 3:30-5 p.m.
Email donna@wilkinsburgcdc.org or call
412.727.7855 for more information or to
sign up for a shift.

Apply for the 2019 Youth
& Education Mini-Grant

Gordon Manker Receives Men of Excellence Award

Save the

Dates!

introductory course beginning April 4, an
advanced workshop series is being offered.
The next workshop in the series
will be presented by Joel Burstein,
President of Keep It Simple Training and
Development, LLC and will focus on
business growth.
Space is limited
and is offered on
a first come, first
served basis. “Sales
Training” will take
place on Tuesday,
April 23, at 6 p.m. at
the Hosanna House
conference room.
Interested
entrepreneurs
should contact
Gordon Manker
at 412.727.7855
or gordon@
wilkinsburgcdc.org to
learn more.
photo by J L Martello/New Pittsburgh Courier

The WCDC’s Business Development
Specialist was honored on February 22
with the New Pittsburgh Courier’s prestigious
Men of Excellence Award.
The award showcases local African
American men who inspire others through
their commitment to
their communities.
Since 2015, Gordon
has supported over 200
entrepreneurs through
the WCDC’s small
business workshop
series. As a former
Wilkinsburg business
owner himself, he
assists Wilkinsburg
residents daily looking
for planning advice
or help in finding a
location for their new
or growing businesses.
In addition
to the eight-week

The application cycle is now open for
the 2019 Youth & Education Mini-Grants!
They accept applications up to $3,000 that
support the academic and civic endeavors
of Wilkinsburg youth.
The program is made possible through
a generous grant from the Howard &
Nell E. Miller Foundation of the PNC
Charitable Trusts.
Visit wilkinsburgcdc.org/education-youth
for application details. The application
deadline is Friday, May 3 at 4 p.m.
Awardees will be notified by May 24 and
all projects must be completed by August
31, 2019. Email sophia@wilkinsburgcdc.org
for more information.
To support the WCDC, send a taxdeductible contribution to 1001 Wood
St., Wilkinsburg, PA 15221
OR donate online at
wilkinsburgcdc.org
Thank you!
412.727.7855 • 412.871.3149 (fax)
info@wilkinsburgcdc.org

®

Saturday, May 18, 11 a.m.–4 p.m.: Two-Way Street Fest;
Wood St.
Monday, May 20, 5–6:30 p.m.: WCDC Board of Directors
Meeting, 1001 Wood St.
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A Message from the Superintendent of Schools—Dr. Linda Iverson

The District Makes Strides, Improves in Multiple Areas
In mid-February, Auditor General
Eugene DePasquale held a press conference
to discuss his audit of the Wilkinsburg
School District.
The District appreciates the
recommendations provided by the Auditor
General’s Office following its review of
District finances and operations. While
the District takes all recommendations
seriously, we would like to stress that
corrective action for all four findings
contained within the report is already in
progress.
We see this as a success story for
the Wilkinsburg School District and the
Wilkinsburg community, which has pulled
together to help our schools and our
students thrive. From our partnership with
Pittsburgh Public Schools, and our addition
of the Second Step Social Skills Program
and Positive Behavior Intervention Support,
to the inclusion of a social worker on staff,
Wilkinsburg School District is working to
ensure that every child, every day matters.

Our District has made tremendous
strides in eliminating a negative million
dollar fund balance from 2013 to ending
fiscal year 2018 with a fund balance of just
over $2.6 million, providing the District
with a positive fund balance of $152,000.
While school districts in Allegheny County
and across the Commonwealth are looking
at millage rate increases, the Wilkinsburg
School District was able to reduce the
burden on its taxpayers with a 3.13 mill
reduction. We recognize the journey to
fiscal responsibility and continued stability
is far from over, and are dedicated to
continuing the elimination of wasteful
spending throughout the District.
In accordance with PA Act 44,
which addresses safety and security in all
Pennsylvania schools, the District also is
making strides in the creation of a Districtwide Emergency All Hazards Plan. We
have written and submitted a School Safety
and Security grant that, if received, will
allow the District to develop a thorough

school safety plan that addresses violence
prevention, emergency preparedness and
training for staff members.
We also have made small gains in
student achievement, with an 8 percent
increase in our English Language Arts
PSSA test scores and a 4.7 percent increase
in Math PSSA scores. The improvements
may be small, but they are evidence we are
on the right track to academic success. We
continue to provide quality professional
development experiences for our teachers
and administrators and to ensure the right
personnel are in place to continue our goal
of building a quality educational program.
Trust and communication are two
essential ingredients in any successful
relationship, including the one between
public schools and the families and
communities they serve. As an educator, I
value the Wilkinsburg community’s role in
the education of our children, and I thank
the community for its ongoing support as we
work toward achieving our goals together.

UPCOMING MEETINGS AND EVENTS

June 7, 10-13
(Kelly Primary)
——
June 7, 10-11
(Turner Intermediate)

SNOW
MAKE-UP DAYS
IN JUNE
The School Board has established
these make-up days.
Additional days may be added
if school closes because of
weather this spring.

4/1 (Mon.)

4-7 p.m.

No School—Parent-Teacher Conferences (Kelly)

4/3 (Wed.)

8:30 a.m-4 p.m.

Kindergarten Registration by appt. only (412.871.2105)

4/5 (Fri.)

1:40 p.m.

PSSA Kickoff Assembly / Spring Picture Day (Turner)

4/9, 11 & 16

all day

PSSA ELA Testing (Grades 3-6)

4/10 (Wed.)

8:30 a.m.

Coffee with the Counselor (Turner)

4/10 (Wed.)

12:40 p.m.

Early Dismissal

4/12 (Fri.)

8:30 a.m.

Grandparents day (Turner)

4/12 (Fri.)

lunch

Student of the Month luncheon (Turner)

4/16 (Tues.)

7 p.m.

School Board Meeting Planning Session

4/17 (Wed.)

1:40 p.m.

Early Dismissal

4/18-22 (Thurs.-Mon.)

all day

No School—Spring Break

4/23 (Tues.)

7 p.m.

School Board Meeting Legislative Session

4/25 (Thurs.)

Pre-K Field Trip to Zoo

4/24-26 (Wed.-Fri.)

all day

PSSA ELA Testing (Kelly) / Math PSSA Testing (Turner)

4/26 (Fri.)

6-7 p.m.

6th grade families: Ice Cream Social, Westinghouse

4/30 (Tues.)
4/30-5/1 (Tues.-Wed.)

Student of the Month luncheon (Kelly)
all day

SCIENCE PSSA Testing (4th grade Only)

Board meetings held at Wilkinsburg School Administration Building, 718 Wallace Avenue, 15221
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BOROUGH

Your Local Government Resource— Spring 2019

Borough of Wilkinsburg
Council
Mayor: Marita Garrett
President: Pamela Macklin
Vice President: Vanessa
McCarthy-Johnson
Members:
Paige Trice
Patrick M. Shattuck
Linda A. Atkins
China Lee
Denise Edwards
Michael Rose, Sr.
Michael Lefebvre

Wilkinsburg Named
Banner Community for
5th Consecutive Year
Wilkinsburg was again
named a banner community
by the Allegheny League
of Municipalities. Banner
Communities earn this distinction
through a commitment to
sustainable practices including
professional development,
intergovernmental cooperation,
sound fiscal management and
proactive communications to
engage community stakeholders.

Grants Continue to Advance Projects
Wilkinsburg Borough has been
awarded over a million dollars in
grants and awards that will go towards
major projects targeting reform and
renovation throughout the borough.
The funded initiatives overall represent
a concerted borough effort to reduce
blight, improve green space amenities,
and enhance connectivity between
the 18 neighborhoods of Wilkinsburg.
In late 2018 the Borough completed
work on renovations at Park Avenue
Park. The park received a new
kids basketball court, chess table,
sidewalks, lighting, and community
garden area. New entrances were also
made available.
The Borough is continuing to improve
the Wilkinsburg parks system.
$125,000 has been awarded and
planning is continuing on an Extreme
Park at the site of the current Hunter
Park. Furthermore, a $225,000 grant
will fund improvements to Whitney
Park, where the entrance was
recently enhanced and final design
is underway for improvements that
include a new single basketball court
and playground equipment.
A final report has been received
from the 2108 grant-supported TRID
(Transit Revitalization Investment
District) study, which included many

public meetings and input from local
representatives. The report, available
on the Borough web site, includes
suggestions to improve communities
around our transit assets, mainly the
busway.
Construction and renovation of the
Ardmore wall and greenspace above
will begin this year. The project,
totaling more than a million dollars,
will repair and coat the wall, replace
the sidewalk above with lighting,
create a park with some seating
on the hillside above and a large
welcome sign/wall.
Grants are also in place for sewer line
lining and repair in 2019. Additional
funds have been applied for to
improve sidewalks on Penn Avenue
to Graham field and more sewer and
storm water repairs.
The Borough has also budgeted
more than $300,000 for blighted
property demolitions, Borough office
improvements, Eastridge Community
Center improvement and additional
public works equipment.
To learn more about these grantfunded projects or provide input,
wilkinsburgpa.gov lists our upcoming
council meetings and current
borough initiatives.
Wilkinsburg Sun • Special Section
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DATE COLOR KEY
Red - Holidays (No Pickup)
Blue - Recycling Pickup M-F
Grey - No Pickup
Green - Yard Debris Pickup

Borough of
Wilkinsburg

White - Tue, Wed, Fri

2019 Recycling Pickup Schedule

Electronic Waste Recycling Day
at 1230 Park Avenue

Recyclables will be picked up the same day as your trash pickup day.
"Blue Week" pickups will occur Monday through Friday unless pickup is delayed a day due to holidays. (see calendar)
"White Week" pickups will occur Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Fridays. If you are a "White Week" with a Monday or Thursday trash pickup, your recyclables will be
picked up in the "Blue Week" on your normal trash day.
Don't know if you're a "blue week" or "white week"? Any other questions? Call Public Works at 412-244-2959 or the Borough Office at 412-244-2900
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JANUARY
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MON
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Reminders: All recyclables can be co-mingled in one bin. Please place recycling bins at the curb no earlier than 6PM the night before collection, and no
later than 6AM on the day of collection. Please, no Styrofoam, light bulbs, window glass, or plastic bags.
Recycling dropoffs: Parking lot behind 616 South Ave. / Parking lot across from 747 Wallace Ave. / DPW Garage at 1230 Park Ave.
What can be recycled: Aluminum and steel cans - Glass bottles (no caps), jars, and jugs - Plastics with number 1 thru 5 - Newspapers, magazines,
phone books (bundled and tied) - Paperboard (ie; cereal boxes) - Junk mail, office paper, pamphlets, brochures booklets - Corrugated Cardboard
(broken down/flattened) - Pizza Boxes (empty and clean, no food debris or wax paper)

Administration 412.244.2900 M-F 8-4:30

Message from Borough
Council President
Pamela Macklin
Dear Residents,
Spring is almost here and Wilkinsburg is
bubbling with activity.
Mark your calendar for our annual spring
clean-up Saturday, April 27th, 2019. Join
your neighbors, and block clubs to make
Wilkinsburg beautiful or join us at Wilkinsburg
Fire Station to help downtown.
This winter weather has challenged our
resources and employees. It is a struggle to
keep up with things like collapsing 100-year
old sewers, blighted houses, sink holes, pot
holes and downed trees. New equipment
is being purchased for more efficient
pothole patching and a Vactor truck is now
in operation to clean our storms drains.
These will assist our employees who are
working diligently with utility companies,
homeowners, and contractors to fix these
problems.
Council, our Borough Manager,
Department Directors and employees work
very hard to upgrade our borough and its
services as you will read below.
Residents are now able to walk to local
parks and playgrounds within a mile+ of
their homes and enjoy new green spaces and
playgrounds. Graham Field is under lease
with Chatham University for renovation for
new turf field for soccer, lacrosse, and football
as well as upgraded locker rooms and grand
stand. We are working with School Board and
Chatham to ensure field will be available at
specified times during the summer for events,
midget football as well as walking times
throughout the year.
In 2018 the Borough started the Business
Outreach and Job Development Committee.
The Committee planned a successful Job fair
with participation from the trade unions and
others. The Duquesne University Law Group
also attended to assist with legal matters.
Career link services are now available in the
library thanks to the work of the Committee.

continued on page 12

The Administration Office is staffed
by the clerk/secretary, asst. borough
manager and manager. The office
assists residents with many matters
and they oversee all correspondence
and initiatives of Borough Council. All
contracts and agreements approved
by council are administered by the
department as well as oversight of
employees, except police.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Important things to know that are
handled by the Administration Office:

park/playground use permits
street closure permits (block party)
employment applications/HR
talent bank volunteer applications
web and social media
notary services
general complaints/service
requests
accessible parking permits
all correspondence
meeting notifications
public records

Finance 412.242.7251 M-F 8-4:30
The Finance Department is staffed by
the finance director, assistant finance
director, one full-time account clerk, and
one part-time account clerk.
The department handles all payments
for the borough: Examples include:
parking tickets, residential parking
permits, monthly parking permits, code
department invoices and police report
copies.

Additional Tax and Municipal Service
Fee contact information:
Current Year Real Estate Taxes—
Berkheimer Tax Innovations
1.866.300.1714
Earned Income & Local Services Taxes—
Keystone Collections 724.978.0300

Even though the Finance Department
does not handle payments, or have
account information for Municipal
Service Fees or Real Estate Taxes, general
related information can be explained.

Delinquent Real Estate Taxes &
Delinquent Municipal Service Fees —
MBM 412.242.9615 x204
Current Year Municipal Service
Fee—Turtle Creek Valley Council of
Governments (COG) 412.858.5115

Code Enforcement 412.244.2923
M-F 8:30–4
The Code Enforcement Department’s
goal is to create a safe and clean living
and working environment through
compliance with Borough codes. The
Code Enforcement officers inspect
properties to ensure conformity
with the Borough’s housing, zoning,
graphics, health, sanitation, and safety
regulations. Here are just some of the
items handled by the department:
• building permits
• subdivision and land development
applications
• zoning permits, uses and
violations

•
•
•
•
•
•

tax compromise & abatement
applications
dumpster & storage units in the
right of way and street
tree permits for trimming/removal
data collection
occupancy and tenant registration
complaints of dangerous structures
and unsanitary conditions

The Borough code can be found
at the Borough web site, www.
wilkinsburgpa.gov. Code Enforcement
can be reached by email at code@
wilkinsburgpa.gov.

Wilkinsburg Sun • Special Section
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Police Office
Non–Emergency:
412.244.2918 M-F 8-5
Emergency: 911
The The Wilkinsburg Police Department
is budgeted for 24 full-time police
officers working in various capacities
from patrol duties to investigations, and
handles all criminal-related offenses. The
Police Department Operates 24 hours a
day, 7 days a week, 365 days a year. The
police administrative/records office is
open M-F 8 a.m. until 5:30 p.m..
The Police Department handles the
following matters:
•
traffic enforcement and all law
enforcement matters
•
PFA Service
•
Fingerprinting
•
copies of police/accident reports
•
block club meetings and
organization
•
public safety forums for residents
•
complaints of drug/crime activity
•
civilian complaints
•
community talks and presentations
•
internships for criminal justice
students
•
citizen and youth police academies

Summer Recreation
Summer recreation programs
are in the planning stages and
set to begin in June.
Our Parks and Recreation
Committee will be working
hard to make activities
available for youth.
You can stay up to date with
these efforts by regularly
checking our Facebook and
web pages. You can also
stop in the Borough offices
for flyers or call the offices at
412.244.2900.
8 Wilkinsburg
Sun I April 2019
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Get Involved—Volunteers Needed
Wilkinsburg has numerous boards
and commissions regularly in need
of volunteers. Borough Council
depends on these volunteers to
help guide everything from public
art to events to planning.
The boards are: Civil Service
Commission, Planning Commission,
Community Art and Civic
Design, Parks and Recreation
Advisory Board, Citizens Advisory
Commission on Shade Trees, Zoning
Hearing Board, Wilks Penn Joint

Water Authority, Board of Library
Directors, Industrial and Commercial
Development Authority.
Applications are available for
openings that exist or may occur.
The “Talent Bank Application,” as
well as a description of the boards,
commission and authorities is under
the “Borough Departments” tab at
www.wilkinsburgpa.gov. Current
vacancies are also noted there.
Applicants must have been residents
in the Borough for at least one year.

Library 412.244.2940 (Main)
Founded in 1899, the Wilkinsburg Library
is one of the oldest in Allegheny County.
The Eastridge Branch of the Wilkinsburg
Library opened in 2003.

story times for our youngest members,
we encourage our patrons to make
themselves at home and enjoy all that
Wilkinsburg Public Library has to offer.

Since its founding, the Wilkinsburg
Library strives to provide a wide range of
services for all residents of Wilkinsburg
and beyond.
We offer free computer access and Wi-Fi,
printing services, and a wide variety
of physical and digital materials, from
books, DVDs, CDs, magazines, music,
databases and more.

Other Contacts:
Wilkinsburg Library: 412.244.2940
Wilkinsburg Children’s: 412.244.2944

Our library prides itself on being
dedicated to the pursuit of lifelong
learning, and as such, we provide a wide
range of programs for all ages. From
activities for our older adults and job
resources for those looking to make a
change, to fun and games (even video
games!) for our school aged friends and

Eastridge Branch: 412.342.0056
Email: Wilkinsburg@einetwork.net
Facebook: facebook.com/
WilkinsburgLibrary/
Twitter: @WilkLibrary
Website: wilkinsburglibrary.org

Public Works 412.244.2923 M-F 8:30–4
The Department of Public Works is
responsible for maintaining the Borough
infrastructure including roads, traffic
signals, sewers, street signs, parks and
public spaces.
Our DPW’s mission is to provide
the highest quality of service to
Wilkinsburg residents and businesses

while overseeing a clean and
healthy community. Its core values
include respect, responsiveness and
responsibility.
The DPW is staffed with 11 employees
including Public Works Director Roy Clark
and Administrative Assistant Kathleen
Rawlins.

Clean Up Day Is April 27
The Annual Community CleanUp will take place on Saturday,
April 27. The day will include
electronic recycling with a dropoff at the Public Works garage,
1230 Park Ave. from 8 a.m.-1 p.m.
Dumpsters will be placed
throughout the borough for use
by residents to clean up non-toxic
or electronic items. Volunteers are

wanted for general community
clean-up. They will be asked to
identify neighborhoods for general
litter clean up and other projects.

receive supplies like gloves, safety
vests and garbage bags at the
Borough building on the day of
the event.

Residents or organizations
interested in participating can
contact Borough offices by email,
info@wilkinsburgpa.gov or call 412244-2900. Walk-ins and volunteers
are welcome to sign-up and

Sign-up is from 8-9:30 a.m. and
a lunch will be served at the
Fire Station from Noon-1:30 p.m.
Organize your neighborhood
or group and help us make
“Wilkinsburg Good all Over.”

Two-Way Street Fest on Wood Street Returns in May
In 2017, the Wilkinsburg Community
Development Corporation (WCDC)
held the first Two-Way Street Fest in
the heart of Wilkinsburg’s business
district.
The Fest brought together hundreds
of new and long-time residents,
business owners, and other
community members. It had been
decades since a festival like this was

held in Wilkinsburg, so the WCDC
created an impactful, inclusive,
and engaging event that offered
something fun for everyone, all while
highlighting some of Wilkinsburg’s
strongest assets, including local
business, arts and culture, transit, and
historic architecture.
After receiving so much encouraging
feedback during and after the

inaugural event, the WCDC decided
to make the Fest an annual
Wilkinsburg celebration!
This year’s event will take place
on Saturday, May 18 from 1-5 p.m.
on Wood Street between Penn and
Franklin Avenue. Visit the WCDC
web site or the Facebook page for
information. The offices can be
reached at 412.727.7855.

Wilkinsburg Senior Center Thrives with Activity
Wilkinsburg Borough, with the support
of Borough Council, has launched a
senior services program after decades
of such services being fairly scarce in the
municipality. Senior Fun Days are held
monthly at the Wilkinsburg Borough
building 605 Ross Avenue from 9:30
a.m.–2:30 p.m.
They will be held on the second Tuesday
of each month in addition to a weekly
neighborhood walking group, the
Wilkinsburg Walkers, who meet weekly
on Wednesdays at 1:30 p.m.. in the
council chambers at 605 Ross Avenue.
Both of these are free to the public
and promote healthy living through
socialization, physical activity, and
mental acuity.

The monthly Senior Activity Day is
a full day hosted at the Borough for
the support of senior services and
incorporates many components over the
four-hour event. This features an exercise
class with a nationally-certified Silver
Sneakers instructor, hands-on activities
such as painting or greeting card
making, guest speakers like Mayor Marita
Garrett or local medical professionals, a
hot lunch with entertainment, and bingo
with prizes from local businesses.
The Wilkinsburg Walkers meet weekly
for a program that, in their words,
provides a “healthy walk, longer life,
great cardio, and fun—we’re making
new friends.” Any who come to walk
are provided with refreshments; a
pedometer to track steps, calories,

and miles walked; and a blue vest
featuring the Wilkinsburg Walkers logo
to distinguish this walking group. Every
week, this group of around ten seniors
walks between one and two miles,
varying the route each time to cover a
different area of Wilkinsburg.
To join the mailing list to stay up to date
with future events, contact the Borough
Administrative Office at 412.244.2900.
LIKE OUR PAGE ON FACEBOOK FOR
UPDATES.
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Highlights of the 125th Gala

\

Leigh Solomon
Pugliano, Barrels to
Beethoven founder, with
her parents, Phil and
Marilyn Solomon.

Gala guests were
treated to a special
performance from
Barrels to Beethoven
Youth Ensemble.

Thanks for Your Support!

The Chamber thanks everyone who joined the celebration of the Chamber of Commerce’s 125th year of service in Wilkinsburg. It
was an evening of friendship and community. View more pictures on the website gallery at wilkinsburgchamber.com/about-the-wcc.

2019 Season of Wilkinsburg Thursday Open Market: June 13–November 14

Vendor applications for the market are being accepted. Forms are available at www.wilkinsburgchamber.com/wilkinsburg-thursday-openmarket/ Or contact the chamber at wilkinsburg.pa.chamber@gmail.com or 412.242.0234.

Wilkinsburg Chosen for New Mom and Child Health Inititiative
Since its inception in 1991, the
Healthy Start initiative has targeted
Wilkinsburg for its programs that focus
on improving birth outcomes and rates of
infant mortality in Allegheny County.
In February, Healthy Start and several
community partners kicked off a planning
process for a place-based maternal and
child health initiative called Healthy
Babies Zone.
Following the Best Babies Zone

framework, Healthy Start, Inc. Pittsburgh,
Allegheny County Health Department
Maternal and Child Health Division, A
Peace of Mind, Trying Together, Circles
Pittsburgh, and University of Pittsburgh
Center for Health Equity will be
collaborating in establishing Wlkinsburg as
a Healthy Babies Zone to create a structure
that ensures that every baby born into the
community is enabled to thrive and reach
his or her full potential.

1789 S. Braddock Avenue
Suite 410
Pittsburgh, PA 15218
www.metrofamilypractice.org

412-247-2310
Health care to all people, at every stage in life,
without regard to their ability to pay…
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Wilkinsburg is an ideal community for
this initiative because of its demographic
make-up and potential to improve health
outcomes. Families living and working
here will benefit from direct connection to
support services.
The HBZ Project is in its formative
stages. Project partners will be at
community events to gather input from
residents. A community forum is being
scheduled for late May/early June.

Chamber of Commerce
www.wilkinsburgchamber.com

Above: Guests from Milestone Centers, Inc., enjoy the
evening. Right: Violet Scott of Jade Earth Events and Brian
Cook, gala master of ceremonies and owner of Golden Sky
Media Company, LLC.

Serving Our Community for 125 Years
Join the Chamber. Get Involved. Make an Impact.

900 Wood Street, 2nd Fl., Wilkinsburg, PA 15221
412.242.0234 info@wilkinsburgchamber

Wilkinsburg Public Library Calendar of Events for April
These library programs and events are
free and open to everyone. Reservations
can be made in advance at the circulation
desk or by calling 412.244.2940. (M=Main
Library; E=Eastridge branch)

Adult Programs
Senior Fun Day, Tuesday, April 9, 9:30
am—A day of fun, learning activities and
lunch. (M)
Wilkinsburg Yarners, Wednesdays, 10
a.m.—Stitch, knit or crochet with friends
and spin a yarn or two. (M)
Chess, 2nd and 4th Tuesdays, 6 p.m.;
2nd and 4th Saturdays, 11 a.m.—All ages
welcome. (E)
Crochet, Saturdays, 11 a.m.—Join Frankie
to get tips and help with your projects. (E)
One-on-One Tech Help, ongoing—Make
an appointment to get help with your
computer, tablet or other device. (M)
Show & Tell, Monday, April 1, 5-7 p.m.—
It’s an adult take on a classic. Bring in
something surprising, special or unique to
share with the group. (M)

Open House, Monday, April 8, 5-8 p.m.—
Please join us for a double celebration:
National Library Week and Local
Government Week.

Children’s Programs
Celebrate Spring Story Time, Saturday,
April 6, 10:30 a.m.—Join the group for
stories, songs, and crafts about butterflies,
flowers, and bees. (M)
STEM Story Time, Wednesday, April 6,
6:30 p.m.—Stories and science collide in
this special series of story
times. Ages 5+ (M)
Kids Crafternoon,
Thursday, April 11,
4 p.m.—Spend the
afternoon learning to
create something fun.
(E)
Ready, Jet, Go! PJ
story Night, Wednesday,
April 24, 6:30 p.m.—Jet
Propulsion and friends
are ready for a night of

fun straight from Bortron 7! (M)
Get Muddy Story Time, Saturday,
April 27, 10:30 a.m.—April showers bring…
MUD! Let’s have some clean fun. (M)
Family Story Time, Mondays, 11 a.m. (M)
and Thursdays, 11 a.m. (E)—Read stories,
play games and sing songs. For babies
through preschoolers with an adult.
Lego Club, Tuesdays, 4 p.m.—Build your
own creation or take a weekly challenge.
(M)
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Mac ’n Cheese Cook Off Helps Youth

MACKLIN, from page 12
Sales, purchases, renovations and restorations of homes,
rental properties and businesses in Wilkinsburg are escalating
with the utilization of our tax abatement and vacant
property programs. Our Code Department is there to assist
developers and home owners in this endeavor. The Borough
is working hard to find funding to eliminate blight and fund
capital projects with the help of our State Representatives
Senator Jay Costa, Representative Ed Gainey and County
Council Member DeWitt Walton and County Executive Rich
Fitzgerald.
Wilkinsburg has turned the corner. I encourage home
owners to invest in their properties (they are part of our
families’ inheritance); and to work with your block clubs and
ward council members to enhance your neighborhoods.

Winner of the cook off (left) chats between servings with competitor Joel Bloom who made
a popular smoky beef mac ’n cheese.

On March 23, the Mac ’n Cheese Cook Off returned to the
Community Forge. There were spicy dishes, smoky ones, meaty
recipes and vegetarian options. For $5, you got all you wanted to
eat and the right to vote.
The first place $100 prize went to John Burt Sanders whose
recipe boasted a crispy crumb topping and was served with
habanero oil on the side.
All proceeds benefited the Wilkinsburg Youth Project.
Youth Project’s Shea Williamson
and Aaron Jackson offered
side dishes. They serve through
AmeriCorps’ Keys Service Corps.

Groceries delivered from your favorite Co-op!
order delivery from Mercato.com

7516 Meade Street . Pgh, PA 15208 . www.eastendfood.coop . 412.242.3598
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Wilkinsburg has location, transportation, diverse array
of housing stock, green space and a dynamic diverse
community attracting new residents that appreciate our
community.
Regards,
Pamela Macklin, President

