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The Wilkinsburg Historical Society 
is embarking on its most ambitious 
preservation project since its inception 85 
years ago: preserving Lincoln’s legacy. The 
society is raising funds for a new statue 
of Abraham Lincoln sculpted for the 
important and historic crossroads of the 
Lincoln Highway and the William Penn 
Highway.

“The new statue will be a permanent 
gift to the people of Wilkinsburg from 
all who donate,” said Anne Elise Morris, 
pressident of the historical society. “A new 
bronze statue of Abraham Lincoln will 
remind everyone of his ideals of equality 
for all and government ‘of the people, by 
the people, for the people.’”

The original Abe is now displayed 
indoors in the Borough building to honor 
the century that he stood at the crossroads. 

To replace the original distorted and 
corroded statue with a new bronze one is 
a complicated process. It will be created by 
an artist who specializes in figural bronze 
sculptures. 

Sculpting a bronze statue involves 
support armatures, clay, an artist’s talent 

and fees, bronze metal, a foundry casting 
fee, and transportation. The estimated 
total cost is $65–$70,000 except for the 

mandated structural 
engineer’s fee and any 
modifications to the 
existing pedestal.

The Wilkinsburg 
Historical Society has 
started a GoFundMe 
campaign entitled 
“Lincoln Statue for 
Wilkinsburg.” The link is 

gofundme.com/Lincoln-
statue-for-Wilkinsburg 

Morris said that 
donations of any amount 
will be gratefully 

accepted at the Wilkinsburg Historical 
Society, PO Box 17252, Pittsburgh, 
PA 15235. Checks may be payable to 
Wilkinsburg Historical Society, memo 
“Lincoln Statue fund.” Or, for those who 
need to donate to a a 501(c)(3) financial 
partner, they can make the check payable 
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Ardmore Wall and Green Space Improvement Begins
The Ardmore Wall will receive 

a facelift in May and June with 
improvements to the space above the 

wall shortly thereafter. Crews will begin 
work on the refurbishing of the wall in 
the coming weeks. This includes re-

establishing 
sidewalks 
above 
the wall, 
replacing 
the railing, 
repairing 

portions of the wall, and resurfacing the 
entire wall. The project will require traffic 
restrictions and last through July. 

The area above the wall will see 
improvements as well: a welcome sign/
wall, lighted sidewalk bollards, landscaping 
and some seating areas. That work is in 
final design stage and expected to be under 
contract by June. Work on the project is 
expected to begin in July or August.

The Quest for a New Abraham Lincoln

A Lincoln bobblehead 
will be given to each 
donor who gives $100 
or more.

This photo depicts the former Abraham Lincoln statue 
when it was first erected in 1916.

continued on page 8
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The Wilkinsburg Sun is a free  
monthly community newsletter published by the 

volunteer Wilkinsburg Community Newsletter 
Board, with the support of the Wilkinsburg 
Borough, the Wilkinsburg School District, 

the Wilkinsburg Chamber of Commerce and 
the Wilkinsburg Community Development 

Corporation. The Sun is printed by Knepper 
Press. 

Please submit all articles and calendar 
events to: editor@wilkinsburgsun.com,  

or by mail, P.O. Box 86064, Wilkinsburg, 
PA 15221. Please submit articles 5 weeks 

before publication and  
calendar events 3 weeks before  

publication. To advertise,  
e-mail adsales@wilkinsburgsun.com,  

or call 412.680.1381. The Sun accepts 
submitted articles provided they are related 

to Wilkinsburg and are civic-minded. The 
Sun reserves the right to withhold articles 
from print. Please note that The Sun does 

not publish political or opinion pieces.

Sign up to receive The Sun 
by email at eepurl.com/v0iBP 
and friend us on Facebook.

Annual Spring Sale at the Library
The Wilkinsburg Library book sale 

is May 4, 5 and 7 from 10 a.m.–5 p.m. 
Enjoy plenty of great bargains at the 
second annual Spring Sale at the Eastridge 
Branch. Admission for preview night only, 
May 3, is $10.

Regent Square Yard Sale
Pittsburgh’s favorite yard sale is almost 

here. The Regent Square Yard Sale will be 
Saturday May 18 from 8 a.m.-2 p.m. Visit 
raca.online/regentsquareyardsale for more 
details or to register your sale. 

By registering, your sale will be listed 
on the yard sale map, and you can include 
several of your best items on the Hot List. 

Join your Wilkinsburg neighbors for 
this great annual tradition on May 18, rain 
or shine. 

Park-It
The Kick-Off for Wilkinsburg’s Park-It 

Summer Recreation program for kids will 
be held Monday, June 17, from 5-7 p.m. at 
Ferguson Park, at the corner of South and 
Center Avenues. 

Food and Smiley cookies will be 
provided, sponsored by Eat’n Park 
Restaurants. 

The program will run Monday through 
Friday, Noon-7 p.m., at Ferguson. A free 
lunch and bag dinners will be available 
every day.

Youth Mini-Grant Deadline
The WCDC has announced that 

the 2019 Youth & Education Mini-grant 
application deadline is Friday, May 3.

Awardees will be notified by May 24, 
and all projects must be completed by 
August 31, 2019. Applications are available 
on the WCDC website at wilkinsburgcdc.
org/education-youth. Email sophia@
wilkinsburgcdc.org for more information.

Dee Briggs on Public Television 
Visible, WQED’s look at five visual 

artists from Western Pennsylvania, 
recently featured the innovative work of 
Wilkinsburg’s Dee Briggs. 

Briggs, whose studio is located in a 
former fire station in Wilkinsburg, is a 
nationally exhibited sculptor. Her large-
scale works use industrial materials, 
usually steel. Visible looks specifically 
at women who have made significant 
contributions to the visible arts.

To view Briggs’ story, visit wqed.
org/#overlay-player=mHjObPZeE9E at 21 
minutes and 25 seconds.

Correction on Donut Dash
The Wilkinsburg Sun ran the wrong 

date for the Donut Dash in the last edition. 
The event is Saturday, May 18. Participants 
should meet at Eastridge Center at 1900 
Graham Blvd on May 5 between 9:15 and 
9:45 a.m. They can walk or run a 1-mile or 
3-mile course at their own pace. Kids and 
friendly dogs are welcome. Donuts, water, 
coffee, and course map are provided. For 
more info or optional pre-registration call 
Linda Atkins at 412.880.8253.

Lieutenant McKenith at the Great Wilkinsburg Easter 
Egg Roll last month.
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UPCOMING MEETINGS

5/1 (Wed.) 7:00 p.m. Council Work Session, 2nd floor

5/6 (Mon.) 6:30 p.m. Social Media & Promotion Committee, 2nd floor

5/7 (Tues.) 6:30 p.m. Planning Commission, 2nd floor

5/8 (Wed.) 6 p.m. Business Outreach and Jobs Development, 2nd floor

5/9 (Thurs.) 10 a.m. Policy & Procedure Committee, 1st floor

5/9 (Thurs.) 6 p.m. Wilkinsburg Arts Advisory Board, 2nd floor

5/13 (Mon.) 4:30 p.m. Budget and Finance Committee, 1st floor

5/13 (Mon.) 6 p.m. Library Board, 2nd floor

5/15 (Wed.) 7 p.m. Council Legislative Session, 2nd floor

5/16 (Thurs.) 5:30 p.m. Parks & Recreation Advisory Board, 1st floor

5/20 (Mon.) 4 p.m. Public Safety, 1st floor

5/20 (Mon.) 5:30 p.m. Joint Tax Committee, 2nd floor

5/21 (Tues.) 6:30 p.m. Shade Tree Advisory Committee, 1st floor

5/22 (Wed.) 5:30 p.m. Blight and Capital Planning Committee, 2nd floor

5/23 (Thurs.) 10 a.m. Personnel Committee, 1st floor

5/23 (Thurs.) 6:30 p.m Constituent Service & Special Commitee, 2nd floor

5/29 (Wed.) 7 p.m Council Administrative Session, 2nd floor

6/3 (Mon.) 6:30 p.m. Social Media & Promotion Committee, 2nd floor

6/4 (Tues.) 6:30 p.m. Planning Commission, 2nd floor

WilkinsBurg Borough
www.wilkinsburgpa.gov

Wilkinsburg has taken advantage of 
several intern programs over the years and 
2019 is no exception. 

Current intern, Christopher 
McGee, is working on compiling present 

New Council Member 
Seated

Wilkinsburg Council recently 
appointed Andre Scott to fill the 
position vacated by former member 
Patrick Shattuck who resigned earlier 
this year. Mr. Scott represents Ward 2 
and will serve on the following Council 
Committees: Capital and Blight, Jobs 
Development/Business Outreach and 
Public Safety. 

Andre Scott is sworn into office by Notary 
and Borough Clerk, Moses Workman

and developing needed policies and 
procedures for the different departments 
of the Borough. McGee 
is a Duquesne University 
student studying History 
and Political Science. 

His service is made 
possible by a grant 
administered through 
the Pa. Municipal League 
with funding from 
the Pa. Department of 
Community and Economic 
Development. His work 
may not be fully completed 
by the end of his tenure 
but the borough is looking 
to place an intern through 
the summer to complete 
the project. 

Additionally, the Borough will 
engage intern Prince Matthews from the 
University of Pittsburgh GSPIA Program 

Borough Gets Help from Intern Programs

for the summer. Matthews is majoring in 
public and non-profit management at the 

university. 
He will be 
tasked with 
developing a 
community 
wide “Vision 
20/20” 
promotional 
and marketing 
campaign for 
public, private 
and non-profit 
entities in the 
community. 
Borough 
Manager 
Donn 

Henderson, will supervise Prince 
and direct the work. “In the next two 
years there are major investments and 

Intern Christopher McGee

Intern Prince Matthews

continued on page 8
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WCdC
www.wilkinsburgcdc.org

To support the WCDC, send a tax-
deductible contribution to 1001 Wood 
St., Wilkinsburg, PA 15221
OR donate online at
wilkinsburgcdc.org
Thank you!
 412.727.7855 • 412.871.3149 (fax)
 info@wilkinsburgcdc.org

®

Save the 
Dates!

Saturday, May 18, 11 a.m.–4 p.m.: Two-
Way Street Fest; Wood St.

Monday, May 20, 5–6:30 p.m.: WCDC 
Board of Directors Meeting, 1001 
Wood St.

A new restaurant is coming to Wilkinsburg! 9 Cafe will be located at 900 Wood 
Street (at the corner of Wood and Ross) with a grand opening on April 27.  Owner Tierra 
Patterson says 9 Cafe will serve “food from the heart” with items like seafood, chicken and 
steak. Patterson received a grant through the WCDC’s Rent Abatement Program, funded 
through a Neighborhood Allies Catalytic Grant. The rent abatement pays part of Tierra’s 
monthly rent for a year.

Nancy’s Revival, under new ownership, was awarded a rent abatement to extend 

restaurant hours. The diner served dinner on 
Fridays during Lent. For more information 
on the abatement program and other 
resources for Wilkinsburg businesses, 
email josh@wilkinsburgcdc.org or call 
412.727.7855.

Local Restaurants Leverage WCDC’s Rent Abatement

900 Wood Street, site of 9 Cafe
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UPCOMING MEETINGS AND EVENTS

5/2 (Thurs.) 7 p.m. Auditorium of former Wilkinsburg High School

5/3 (Fri.) Kindergarten and 2nd Grade Field Trips

5/7 (Tues.) 2nd Grade—Tail Wagging Tutors

5/8 (Wed.) National School Nurse Day

5/9 (Thurs.) 6th Grade Field Trip; Kelly Elementary Spring Concert (1:15 p.m.)

5/13-17 (Mon.-Fri.) National Police week

5/15 (Wed.) Pre-K Field Trip

5/16 (Thurs.) 12:40 p.m. Early Dismissal for Kelly Elementary

5/21 (Tues.) 6th Grade Field Trip; Pre-K Parent Picnic

5/22 (Wed.) 7 p.m. Turner Intermediate Spring Concert

5/24 (Fri.) Pre-K Field Trip

5/26 (Mon.) Memorial Day—No School

5/31 (Fri.) Pre-K Field Trip

School District
www.wilkinsburgschools.org

Board meetings held at Wilkinsburg School Administration Building, 718 Wallace Avenue, 15221

A Message from the Superintendent of Schools—Dr. Linda Iverson

Positive Changes in the District

Wilkinsburg School District’s 
Kindergarten Registration and Readiness 
event last month saw an increase in 
enrollment. 

A total of 50 students will move from 
the District’s Pre-K program into the 
Kindergarten program next year, with an 
additional 14 students registered. 

A transition night for all registered 
Kindergarten students was held on April 
16 at Kelly Primary. 

All participated in hands-on activities, 
home practice ideas and important 
kindergarten readiness skills. Families had 
the opportunity to visit classrooms and 
meet teachers.

Last month, I had the pleasure of 
attending the Johnston School Alumni 
Night, hosted by Community Forge. I 
was honored to be there with others in 
our community who are 
working hard to build up 
Wilkinsburg.

Booker T. Washington 
once said that “success is to 
be measured not so much 
by the position that one 
has reached in life, as by 
the obstacles which he has 
overcome while trying to 
succeed.” 

If there is one thing that can be 
said of the Wilkinsburg community, it 
is that it is determined to enact positive 
change: to innovate and create the kind of 
opportunities that will guarantee success 
for the next generation. The Wilkinsburg 
School District can proudly say that every 
child, every day matters, and we continue 
to work toward providing the best 
educational opportunities for the children 
of this community. 

The District has experienced a fair 
share of struggles in recent years. But with 
much hard work, I am thrilled to say that 
we are now beginning to experience the 
fruits of our labor. From our partnership 
with Pittsburgh Public Schools, and 
our addition of the Second Step Social 
Skills Program and Positive Behavior 
Intervention Support, to the inclusion 
of a social worker on staff, the district 
is working to ensure that every child 
succeeds.

Our test scores are up, we continue to 
provide quality professional development 
experiences for our teachers and 
administrators, and we ensure the right 
personnel are in place to continue our goal 
of building a quality educational program. 

Our partnership with PPS provides 
Wilkinsburg students in grades 7-12 
with the opportunity to attend a dozen 
different Pittsburgh Public schools, 
including magnets and focus schools that 
are highly competitive and offer an array 
of challenging academic offerings. Data 

from the 2017-18 school year indicates the 
partnership is proving successful, with 
attendance rates for Wilkinsburg students 
increasing to 93 percent during the first 

quarter alone. Student grade 
point averages are so high that 
for the first time, Wilkinsburg 
students have earned 
eligibility for the Pittsburgh 
Promise. Our partnership 
with PPS recently was 
commended by PA Auditor 
General Eugene DePasquale as 
one that should be considered 
for implementation by other 

struggling school districts in the state. 
This is just the tip of the iceberg. I 

could fill this entire newsletter with an 
accounting of all the positive changes the 
district is experiencing. 

Those changes are not unnoticed 
by  the community. On April 3, we held 
kindergarten registration for the 2019–20 
school year. Our enrollment figures for 
next year are up, reflecting the renewed 
faith families have in the district to provide 
a quality education for their children. 

We know there is more work to be 
done. With the support of the Wilkinsburg 
community, I know we can continue to 
accomplish great things together. 

Superintendent Linda Iverson with 
Michael Johnson at the Community 
Forge. Kindergarten Is Growing
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Groceries delivered from your favorite Co-op!
order delivery from Mercato.com

7516 Meade Street . Pgh, PA 15208 . www.eastendfood.coop . 412.242.3598

Wilkinsburg, we did it, our voter 
turnout nearly doubled from the last 

Let’s do it again, Wilkinsburg; Wake Up the Vote!
mid-term election. All those who voted 
realize you were a part of making history 

in Wilkinsburg. Our work is not done, 
every election is important, we can be the 
example of how when a community works 
together, they can continue to increase 
voting. 

We have a primary just around the 
corner on May 21, and community people 
are on the ballot. 

It is time again to show Wilkinsburg 
wins when you vote. Wake up the vote, 
Wilkinsburg; let’s do it again. 

To all those who did not vote, please 
vote. Our community and our children 
need you to vote.

Turner Intermediate School students spent the morning of April 12 learning about local government and how it works as part of Wilkinsburg Borough’s Local Government Week.

The Borough held activities each day designed to introduce residents to the many services it provides. In addition to Friday’s Student Government Day, Monday was a library open 
house and ice cream social; Tuesday was Senior Fun Day; Wednesday was a roundtable event to discuss all the good things happening in the Borough; and Thursday was an open 

house with first responders (police, firefighters, and medics).

During the morning activities, students were able to tour the Borough building, speak with local government representatives, visit the police and fire stations and learn about the 
many jobs performed by Borough officials. Students also held a mock election before finishing off the morning with a pizza lunch courtesy of the Borough.
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www.wilkinsburgchamber.com

Chamber of Commerce

Join Everyone at the Wilkinsburg Thursday Open Market
Join us for opening day on Thursday, June 13, as we welcome back old friends and meet new ones. The Wilkinsburg Farm Market 

was started in 1976 and for many years it flourished in the Borough parking lot on Ross Avenue. However, over time the number of 
vendors and shoppers dwindled. The farmers were not able to sell enough produce to make it profitable and the future of the market 
didn’t look good.  

In 2017, LifeCare Hospitals of Pittsburgh graciously offered to host the market in their parking lot at the corner of Penn and South 
Trenton Avenues. Renamed the Wilkinsburg Thursday Open Market, it has experienced a resurgence in both the number of vendors 
and people in attendance. It is not only a resource for fresh, locally grown food, but also a community gathering space and outlet for 
small local business.

Regular special days will be added to the 2019 Season:
• Art, Music and Makers Days, 
• Health and Wellness programs like cooking demonstrations, healthy food tips, and exercise, 
• Senior Citizen Day,
• Spotlight on Small Business Thursday, 
• Community Days for non-profits and service organizations. 
The Chamber thanks their partners LifeCare Hospitals of Pittsburgh and Just Harvest. 

2019 Market Vendor Spots are Still Available
For information about flexible schedules and affordable rates, contact the Chamber at info@wilkinsburgchamber.com or 412.242.0234.

1789 S. Braddock Avenue

Suite 410

Pittsburgh, PA 15218

www.metrofamilypractice.org

412-247-2310
Health care to all people, at every stage in life, 

without regard to their ability to pay…

Serving Our Community for 125 Years
Join the Chamber. Get Involved. Make an Impact.

900 Wood Street, 2nd Fl., Wilkinsburg, PA 15221
412.242.0234 info@wilkinsburgchamber

Library programs and events are free 
and open to all. Reservations can be made 
in advance at the circulation desk or by 
calling 412.244.2940. (M=Main Library; 
E=Eastridge branch)

Adult Programs
Book Sale, May 4, 5 & 7, 10 am-5 

p.m.—Enjoy plenty of great bargains at 
the second Spring Sale at the Eastridge 
Branch. Admission for preview night only, 
May 3, is $10. (E)

One-on-One Tech Help, by appointment—
Call to reserve your time with a staff 
member for smartphone, computer, laptop 
or other digital device coaching. (M & E)

Chess, 2nd and 4th Tuesdays, 6 p.m.; 
2nd and 4th Saturdays, 11 a.m.—All ages 
welcome. (E)

Crochet, Saturdays, 11 a.m.—Join Frankie 
to get tips and help with your projects. (E)

Senior Fun Day, Tuesday, May 15, 9:30 
a.m.—A day of fun and learning activities 
and lunch. (M)

Two-Way Street 
Fest, Saturday, May 
19, 1-5 p.m.—Visit the 
library table during 
this WCDC-hosted 
event for children’s 
activities and more. 
(Wood St.)

Movie Mondays, 
Monday, May 21, 
1:30 p.m.—Take a 
break and relax with 
Black Panther! (M)

Lecture and 

Wilkinsburg Public Library May Calendar of Events
Conversation Series, Saturday, June 9, 2 
p.m.—“The Drugs and Opioid Crises” will 
be the timely topic with Vince Neal. (M)

Children’s Programs
Story Time, Mondays, 11 a.m. (M) and 

Thursdays, 11 a.m. (E)—Songs, rhymes, 
stories and more for all ages.

Art Club, Tuesdays, 3:30 p.m.—Calling 
all artists! Create something new every 
week from a huge supply of art materials. 
For all ages. (M)

Pre-K Open Play, Wednesdays, 11 a.m.—
Give your children the skills they will need 
to be successful in kindergarten. For all 
preschoolers with an adult. (M)

Homework Help, Wednesdays, 3:30 p.m.—
Having a hard time with your homework?  
The library staff is here to help! All ages. (M)

Science Fridays, 3:30 p.m.—Explore the 
wide world of science with a different 
experiment each week. All ages. (M)

Summer Learning–Summer Fun and 
Discovery begin in June including visits from 
the Pittsburgh Zoo and Carnegie Science 
Center! More info next month. (M)
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Community Forge has reopened event 
rentals in the former Johnston school.  
During a 6-month pause in bookings, 
they prepared 9 different themed rooms 
for hourly rentals. These spaces include 
a 3-story central atrium, conference 
room, dance studio, youth commons, and 
computer lab.

Over their first year, Community 
Forge hosted over 100 events, many 
of which were public and free for 

Wilkinsburg residents. Events have ranged 
from the world pogo stick championships 
to their annual community BBQ to 
concerts to personal events including 
weddings, birthdays, and baby showers. 

Visit their website, www.forge.
community, call 412.501.2055 or write 
hello@forge.community for more 
information or to book your next event.  
And check out their events calendar for the 
next public events.

Event Rentals Reopen at Community Forge 

to Center for Civic Arts with a memo for 
“Lincoln Statue fund” and sent to the 
same address.

Any donation of $100 or more will 
receive a special thank-you gift—a Lincoln 
bobble-head. 

The intersection, commonly known 
as “Penn at Ardmore” is in the process of 
undergoing a tremendous facelift. 

With the efforts of State Senator Jay 
Costa and Representative Ed Gainey and 
borough leaders, Wilkinsburg has obtained 
a Keystone Communities grant and other 
state funding to improve this formerly 
blighted area. 

Demolition of dilapidated homes is 
complete and the project is continuing 
with the creation of the Ardmore Wall 
Linear Park, a 950-linear-foot greenspace 
that will extend the entire length of the 
Ardmore wall from Franklin Avenue to 
Penn Avenue. 

The hundred-plus year old concrete 
wall will be repaired, the sidewalk atop 
it will be re-established, the handrail 
repaired, plantings will be naturalized. 
Several areas of seating will be placed in 
the greenspace, and a pedestrian path with 
lighting will be installed. 

At the northern apex of the park will 
be the land where Abraham Lincoln has 
stood for over a century. (See more about 
the Ardmore Wall project on page 1.)

LINCOLN STATUE, continued from page 1

improvements happening and we need 
to make sure people know about it” 
Henderson stated. “Good things are 
happening here and we need to do a better 
job making sure people know about it” he 
added. The intern will be asked to develop 
web-based strategies and networks to 
promote the Borough using all available 
assets. There will also be an initiative 
developed to sustain the effort beyond the 
internship. Any organization or business 
based in Wilkinsburg with good news 
to share in the coming two years should 
contact the Borough. 

The internship is made possible by 
the Local Government Academy based in 
Pittsburgh.

BOROUGH INTERNS, continued from page 3


