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Director Metz of Library Retires
While the stereotypical librarian is 

portrayed as a dour introvert, Director 
Robert Metz is a smiling, people person.

“As a former children’s bookstore 
owner, I’ve always enjoyed bringing books 
and people together,” said Metz.

Metz has served the Wilkinsburg 
library for six years. As director, he has 
managed the day-to-day operations for the 
Eastridge and the main library locations, 
including the third floor children’s library.

When asked what he likes about 
Wilkinsburg: “Of course, it’s the people! 
As a community, it has so much promising 
potential for revitalization and renewal.”

“My most heart warming moments 

Hero Henry Parham Honored by Borough

are watching the students from PUCS 
and ECS “exploding” into the children’s 
department, searching the stacks for their 
treasures and then sitting quietly reading 
as they wait to leave.”

His plans for retirement include 
traveling to see as many of the Carnegie 
libraries and their original buildings as 
possible. He has already visited them all in 
Pittsburgh and the one in Hawaii, and he 
did his graduate work in the original Ann 
Arbor, Mich., Carnegie Library building.

Many of the original buildings have 
been repurposed for other uses, including 
a restaurant, he said. Metz figures he has 
2,000 more to locate.

On June 19, Wilkinsburg Borough 
honored World War II Veteran and D-Day 
hero Henry Parham. 

Born in Greenville, Virginia, in 1921, 
Parham was drafted at age 21. He served 
with the 320th Anti-Aircraft Barrage 
Balloon Battalion, the only all-black unit to 
land on Omaha Beach on D-Day, June 6, 
1944. He was among thousands of Allied 
troops who landed at Normandy, France, 
to liberate Western Europe from years of 
occupation by the Nazi regime of Hitler. 

Parham served in a segregated army, 
where African Americans were treated 
as second-class citizens. As a native 
of Greenville, Virginia, he said that 
segregation in the military was simply a 
way of life that he had grown used to in 
the Jim Crow South, according to a recent 
interview with CNN. 

continued on page 3
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Sign up to receive The Sun 
by email at eepurl.com/v0iBP 
and friend us on Facebook.

Appraisals
It’s time to search your cupboards, 

basement or Grandma’s attic for any old 
items that may be a rare treasure. Curious 
about the possible value of your antique 
items? Bring them to the free annual 
antique evaluation night to get an expert 
opinion from Jeff Poole, a highly regarded 
Ligonier antique dealer. The public is 
welcome to participate and there is no 
charge for the verbal evaluations. 

Each person may bring up to four or 
five items. This event is held on Monday 
evening August 19 at South Avenue 
United Methodist Church using the left 
Ross Avenue entrance. Doors open at 
7 p.m., evaluations start at 7:30.

‘Feed The Children’ Coming
Feed the Children 

is bringing their truck to 
Wilkinsburg! If you could 
use a helping hand, stop 
by for a free box of food 
and various hygiene/Avon 
cosmetic items. 

Limit one box per 
family. First come, first served, while 
supplies last on August 10 at 9 a.m. at the 
Bible Chapel at 754 Ross Avenue.

Blood Drive on July 21
The Catholic Community of the East 

End of Pittsburgh is hosting a community 
blood drive on Sunday, July 21 from 9 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. at St. James Chapel, 718 Franklin 
Avenue in Wilkinsburg. 

To register, call 877.258.4825 or 
412.661.7222 x205. Please reference the 
group code: St. James G0040285. You can 
also register online at vitalant.org. 

Community Block Party
Mark your calendars for the afternoon 

of Saturday, September 28. The Western 
Pennsylvania School for the Deaf (WPSD) 
will host its annual Community Block 
Party from 1-4 p.m. The party is free and 
open to the public, located on the WPSD 
campus (at the corner of Walnut Street and 
Swissvale Avenue in Edgewood).

It’s a fun afternoon for the whole 
family, including games and activities for 

the kids, a petting zoo, a youth talent show, 
food, and more. For more information 
or to obtain vendor space, contact 
Sarah Bartlebaugh at 412.244.4207 or 
sbartlebaugh@wpsd.org.

 Local talent is wanted for the 
youth talent show. Open to youth K-12 
who reside in Swissvale, Edgewood, 
Wilkinsburg, Forest Hills, and 
Braddock Hills. Winners receive cash 
prizes! Auditions are required and are 
tentatively scheduled for Sep. 17. For more 
information or to receive an application, 
email Alyia Paulding at apaulding@wpsd.
org or call 412.244.3116. 

Volunteers Still Needed
Wilkinsburg Community Ministry is 

seeking daily volunteers for summer food 
service. Every summer, WCM provides 
kids meals free of charge at the South 
Avenue United Methodist Church, and 
any child is welcome. The meals continue 
until Friday, August 16. Activities include 

signing in children, tracking 
number of meals served, 
scooping out servings in service 
line, cleaning up dining room,  

and disposing trash. Volunteers will receive 
lunch.

All volunteers must have child abuse 
clearances before they start. Clearances can 
be obtained at www.compass.state.pa.us. 
They cost about $10 for volunteers. 

Three Vacation Bible Schools
The Bible Chapel is hosting an 

African adventure for children entering 
Kindergarten through grade 4, July 8-11, 
6-8 p.m. Register at www.biblechapel.
wufoo.com/forms/wilkinsburg-campus-
vbs-child-registration. The church is at 754 
Ross Avenue.

Covenant Fellowship RP Church is 
also offering a Vacation Bible School (VBS) 
July 8-12 with the theme “Archeology” for 
ages 5–12 from 6–8 p.m. The church is 
located at 1300 Swissvale Avenue.

Mifflin Avenue United Methodist 
Church VBS will be held July 15-19 
between 9 a.m. and 12 p.m for children 
ages 3 through 6th grade. Visit this link 
to register your children: mifflinave.org/

vbs2019registration/
There is a $5 

registration fee. The 
church is at 905 Mifflin 
Avenue.

Emergency Food Help
The Wilkinsburg Community 

Ministry (WCM) provides emergency food 
to residents. Emergency food provides 
enough food for a family for a week. A 
walk-through shop offers families a choice 

continued on page 8
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UPCOMING MEETINGS

7/1 (Mon.) 6:30 p.m. Social Media & Promotion Committee, 2nd floor

7/2 (Tues.) 6:30 p.m. Planning Commission, 2nd floor

7/8 (Mon. 4:30 p.m. Budget and Finance Committee, 1st floor

7/10 (Wed.) 6 p.m. Business Outreach and Jobs Development, 2nd floor

7/10 (Wed.) 7 p.m. Council Work Session, 2nd floor

7/11 (Thurs.) 10 a.m. Policy & Procedure Committee, 1st floor

7/11 (Thurs.) 6 p.m. Wilkinsburg Arts Advisory Board, 2nd floor

7/15 (Mon.) 4 p.m. Public Safety Committee, 1st floor

7/16 (Tues.) 6:30 p.m. Shade Tree Advisory Committee, 1st floor

7/17 (Wed.) 7 p.m. Council Legislative Session, 2nd floor

7/18 (Thurs.) 5:30 p.m. Parks & Recreation Advisory Board, 1st floor

7/24 (Wed.) 5:30 p.m. Blight and Capital Planning Committee, 2nd floor

7/25 (Thurs.) 10 a.m. Personnel Committee, 1st floor

7/25 (Thurs.) 6:30 p.m. Constituent Service & Special Commitee, 2nd floor

7/29 (Mon.) 5:30 p.m. Joint Tax Committee, 2nd floor

7/31 (Wed.) 5:30 p.m. Administrative Strategic Planning

8/5 (Mon.) 6:30 p.m. Social Media & Promotion Committee, 2nd floor

8/6 (Tues.) 6 p.m. Planning Commission, 2nd floor

8/7 (Wed.) 7 p.m. Council Work Session

8/8 (Mon.) 6 p.m. Wilkinsburg Arts Advisory Board, 2nd floor

8/20 (Tues.) 6:30 p.m. Shade Tree Advisory Committee, 1st floor

WilkinsBurg Borough
www.wilkinsburgpa.gov

The 621-man assault force was 
responsible for protecting reinforcements 
and supplies arriving at Omaha Beach, 
one of five landing areas along the French 
coastline, against enemy aircraft. The Army 
Air Corp unit deployed very low altitude 
barrage balloons to thwart aerial attacks. 

Parham said his five-man unit worked 
from dust until dawn using the hydrogen-
filled obstacles to shield the beachhead 
from strafing German warplanes. They 
stayed on the beach for 68 days.

After leaving Normandy, Parham went 
on to protect Gen. George Patton’s army 
unit in Sherbourne, France.

Parham has been a member of the 
American Legion for 64 years and is 
currently active at Post 577 in Squirrel Hill. 

He was named a “Chevalier” and 
awarded the Legion of Honor (along with 
19 other American veterans), the highest 
military decoration in France on the 
69th Anniversary of D-Day in 2013 at the 
French embassy in Washington D.C. 

Parham is also the devoted husband of 
his wife Ethel. They have been married for 
45 years and reside in Wilkinsburg, valued 
members of our community for 17 years.

Wilkinsburg Movie Nights started with the showing of Spiderman: Into the 
Spiderverse! All of the movies will be shown at the Penn Avenue Parklet in the 800 
block of Penn Avenue. 

The movie schedule is as follows:
Incredibles 2—Friday, July 19 at 8:30 p.m.

Captain Marvel—Friday, August 16 at 8:15 p.m. 

Bailey Insurance Agency and attorney Michael J. Witherel with the law offices 
of Witherel & Associates have assisted Borough council to make the free movie 
nights possible. 

The schedule includes free family friendly movies with free popcorn and 
refreshments. In the event of poor weather, the movies will be shown at the 
Borough Building on the second floor.

On June 17, the Park It! Summer Recreation 
program kicked off with a community celebration at 
Ferguson Park. 

The event ran from 5 p.m.-7 p.m. and included a 
bounce house, arts and crafts, chess lessons, music, 
games, pogo sticks, and food!

Wilkinsburg Movie Nights Continue in 2019

Eat’n Park It! Summer Recreation Kick-off Event!

HENRY PARHAM, continued from page 1
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WCdC
www.wilkinsburgcdc.org

To support the WCDC, send a tax-
deductible contribution to 1001 Wood 
St., Wilkinsburg, PA 15221
OR donate online at
wilkinsburgcdc.org
Thank you!
 412.727.7855 • 412.871.3149 (fax)
 info@wilkinsburgcdc.org

®

In March 2015, at the height of East 
Liberty’s transformation into Pittsburgh’s 
tech hub, Gordon Manker was noticing a 
trend.

In his new position as the business 
development specialist at Wilkinsburg 
Community Development Corporation, 
Manker was meeting frequently with 
longtime East Liberty business owners who 
were looking to relocate. When Google, 
Uber, and other tech heavyweights moved 
in, rents soared— squeezing out tenants 
who couldn’t afford the aftereffects of 
gentrification. Consequently, they looked 
to nearby Wilkinsburg as a possible landing 
ground.

But in talking to them, Manker had 
a revelation: being in business doesn’t 
necessarily equate to understanding it.

“I realized that a lot of people, even if 
they had been in 10 to 20 years, didn’t have 
a lot of business acumen,” he says. “They 
had a lifestyle business; if they could put 
food on the table and keep their lights on, 
they didn’t look beyond that.”

Manker, a veteran of Pittsburgh 
Community Services Inc.’s Micro-Business 
Institute as well as the Army National 
Guard and U.S. Air Force Reserves, saw an 
opportunity to do more. He was certified in 
CORE FOUR, a business planning course 
that teaches aspiring and existing business 
owners fundamental skill sets. So he 

thought he would use that training to help 
bridge the knowledge gap he was seeing.

Four years later, thanks to funding 
through the Neighborhood Partnership 
Program, the program has graduated more 
than 70 existing and aspiring business 
owners and supported more than 200 
entrepreneurs, giving them a baseline in 
research, accounting, and marketing.

“Wilkinsburg’s keystone has always 
been its historic business district,” said 
Tracy Evans, Wilkinsburg CDC executive 
director, who led efforts to reinvigorate the 
district which runs through the heart of the 
2.3 square mile borough. 

Since the WCDC opened their doors 
in 2010, 74 business district properties have 
sold to new owners, 27 property owners 
have renovated their building facades, 
25 vacant storefronts have been filled 
and 63 new businesses have relocated in 
Wilkinsburg. 

“WCDC is making great progress in 
positioning Wilkinsburg to become the 
next great Main Street community regarded 
as a center for creativity, diversity and 
entrepreneurship,” continued Evans. 

The eight-week course, which is free 
to participants, is offered in the spring 
and the fall. It meets once a week, typically 
on Thursdays from 6-8 p.m. at Hosanna 
House, 807 Wallace Ave., Wilkinsburg. 
Topics include:

• Success Planning
• Market Planning
• Cash Flow Planning
• Operations Planning
“This gives them a good framework,” 

says Manker. “We want participants to 
emerge with two takeaways: the ability to 
make an informed decision about whether 
this is the right time and the right business 
for them, and secondly, a solid foundation 
in what it really means to be in business: 
what kind of systems should be in place to 
position them for success.”

Among those who have benefited is 
Karen Denton, who owns a commercial 
cleaning business. One of the first to 
take the course, she still applies the same 
principles every day four years later.

A four-time survivor of brain 
aneurisms, Denton wanted to get away 
from her stressful job managing fast-food 
restaurants. She started out as part of a 
franchise cleaning business, but by the time 
she enrolled, she was ready to learn how to 
branch out on her own. “I needed to find 
something that would train me in how to 
run my business from the back end,” she 
explains. “It put me on the path I’m on right 
now, actually.”

Denton learned everything from how 
to create a successful elevator pitch to 
networking, keeping her books, marketing 
her business, and hiring staff.

“Everything that I learned there, I 
use,” she says, but she also enjoyed meeting 
with other business owners to swap ideas 
and support.

By next year, Denton expects to 
have enough business to give her earlier 
franchise effort to her granddaughter 
while also moving forward with her own 
branded company, which she is calling KSC 
Commercial Cleaning — the initials stand 
for “Karen’s Second Chance.” She has also 
enrolled in another class to further her 
business education. “The CORE FOUR 
course was really the introduction to what I 
needed to know,” she says.

WCDC Helps Would-Be Business Owners Step Up Their Game

A moment from another very successful Two-Way Street Fest, 
coordinated by the WCDC.
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UPCOMING MEETINGS AND EVENTS

8/20 (Tues.) Board Planning Session

8/27 (Tues.) Board Legislative Session

9/3-5 (Tues.-Thurs.) In-Service Days

9/6 (Fri.) Clerical Day

9/9 (Mon.) 8:40 a.m. FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL FOR STUDENTS

9/17 (Tues.) 9 a.m. Board Planning Session

9/24 (Tues.) Board Legislative Session

School District
www.wilkinsburgschools.org

Board meetings held at Wilkinsburg School Administration Building, 718 Wallace Avenue, 15221

A Message from the Superintendent of Schools—
Dr. Linda Iverson

Next School Year...
I am happy to report we’ve successfully 

concluded another school year in the 
Wilkinsburg School District. And what a 
school year it was! I remain more confident 
than ever that we are moving in the right 
direction. On behalf of the administration, 
I want to personally thank our Board of 
Directors, teachers, parents, community 
stakeholders and partners who have worked 
collaboratively throughout the year to make 
the Wilkinsburg School District a place 
where Every Child Every Day Matters!

More exciting things are coming for 
the 2019-2020 School Year, with the first 
day of school on Monday, September 9. 
The planned grand opening of the newly 
renovated Turner Intermediate School 
will be a highlight of the new school 
year, which will now house students in 
grades 2-6. The decision to move second 
graders to Turner is the direct result of 
the tremendous growth our District is 
experiencing. Moving grade two to Turner 
will allow for even more expansion in the 
future, while continuing to keep class sizes 
between 11-15 students. Check our website 
for more news pertaining to this move and 
for dates for the community grand opening 
celebration for Turner.  Also, at its monthly 
Legislative Board Meeting on May 28, the 
Board of Directors also approved painting, 
new carpet and other cosmetic changes and 
repairs to be made to Kelly Primary over the 
summer. 

A planned change in start and end 
times also will become effective for the 
2019-2020 School Year. This 40-minute shift 
brings start times in line with times that 
are more developmentally appropriate for 
elementary-aged students. Students at both 
Kelly Primary and Turner Intermediate 
will now begin their day at 8:40 a.m. and 
end it at 3:20 p.m., eliminating the overlap 
of buses and reducing the total number of 
buses in service from ten to seven. 

I hope our families have a safe and 
enjoyable summer, and we look forward to 
seeing you all in the fall!

Sincerely,
Dr. Linda J. Iverson

The Wilkinsburg School District, in conjunction 
with The Nutrition Group, will offer lunch to 
school-aged children in the community from 

June 24 through August 22. The program is free 
and open to all school-aged children in grades 
Pre-K through 12 who are 18 years or younger. 
Information is available on the District website. 

Members of the Carnegie Mellon University Girls of Steel Robotics Team visited Turner Intermediate School on 
Friday, May 17, as part of their community outreach program. Team members worked with students from 
Turner to build and drive a completely functional robot chassis. Once students collaborated to build their 
chassis, they took turns driving them around. 

Field Days Are Active and Fun
Turner Intermediate School students 

enjoyed the 2019 Field Day in May. The 
students enjoyed a picnic lunch, followed by 
fun at several stations, including a bouncy 
house and tattoos. Kelly Primary students 
enjoyed their field day in June with a variety 
of indoor and outdoor activities. 
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Library July/August Calendar of Events

These library programs and events are 
free and open to everyone.  Reservations 
can be made in advance at the circulation 
desk or by calling 412-244-2940. M=Main 
Library; E=Eastridge branch.

Adult Programs
Grow with Google Computer Classes 

(M):
• Using Microsoft Word, Wednesday, July 
10, 4–5 p.m.

• Creating a Household Budget in Excel, 
Monday, July 15, 5–6 p.m.

Registration is required for both 
classes.

50+ Club, Tuesday, July 9 & August 13, 
9:30 a.m.—A day of fun, learning activities 
and lunch. (M)

Couch to 5K Run Club, Mondays at 6:30 
p.m., Wednesdays at 12:30 p.m. and Fridays 
at 7 a.m., through September 8—Information 
session for the weekly workouts is Monday, 
July 1, 6:30 p.m. (M)

Wilkinsburg Yarners, Wednesdays, 
10 a.m.—Stitch, knit or crochet with friends 
and spin a yarn or two. (M)

Chess, 2nd and 4th Tuesdays, 6 p.m. and 
2nd and 4th Saturdays, 11 a.m.—All ages 
welcome. (E)

Crochet, Saturdays, 11 a.m.—Join 
Frankie to get tips and help with your 
projects. (E)

One-on-One Tech Help, ongoing—Make 
an appointment to get help with your 
computer, smart phone, tablet or other 
device. (M)

Children’s Programs
Summer Learning and Lunch, Monday–

Friday, July 1–August 9, Noon—Lunch, 
activities, and reading every weekday. (M)

Al Mazing the Magician, Monday, July 
15, 6:30 p.m.—Be prepared to be amazed 
during a family evening magic show. (M)

Baby Animals from the Carnegie, 
Wednesday, August 7, 6:30 p.m.—Meet real 
baby animals and learn where they live 
and what they eat, thanks to the Carnegie 
Museum of Natural History. (M)

Movie Mondays, 1 p.m.—Beat the heat 
and enjoy a family friendly movie.  (M)

Summer Fun Story Time, Saturday, July 
13, 10:30 a.m.—Join us for stories, songs 
and crafts about summer! (M)

Ocean Story Time, Saturday, August 3, 
10:30 a.m.—Dive deep and explore ocean 
wonders through stories and more. (M)

STEM Afternoon, Tuesdays, July 16 and 
August 6, 2 p.m.—Fun with science, tech, 
engineering and math for all ages. (M)

Kids Crafternoon, Wednesdays, 4 p.m.—
Spend the afternoon learning to create 
something fun.  (M)

Kid Chefs, Fridays, 10:30 a.m.—Fill your 
belly and learn some easy cooking skills.
(M) 

Family Story Time, Mondays, 10:30 a.m. 
(M) and Thursdays, 10:30 a.m. (E)—Read 
stories, play games and sing songs. For 
babies through preschoolers with an adult.

Lego Club, Thursday, June 25 and August 
22, 2 p.m.—Build your own creation or take 
a monthly challenge. (M)

At Kelly Elementary, 
Oasis tutors work 
specifically with second 
graders. Oasis is a 

nonprofit that recruits older adults (50+) to 
tutor children one-on-one in grades K-4 in 
reading, writing an oral communication.  

Kerry Francis, Kelly Elementary 
School Principal, said, “The tutors took 
the experience beyond just reading 
and writing and really made it much, 
much more personal and exciting to our 
students.”

One student shared how excited he 
was about going to tutoring to learn more, 
so he could come back to the teacher and 

tell her all about it!
Karen Morrow, 

literacy coach at Kelly, 
said “Giving the 
students one-on-one 
attention helps them 

develop a lifelong love for reading.”
Tutors work with students once a week 

for 30-45 minutes at the school during the 
school day. Free training, clearances and 
materials are included. 

The next training is Tuesday, 
Aug. 20 and Thursday, Aug. 22 from 
9 a.m.—2 p.m. at the Duquesne Light 
Building in Downtown Pittsburgh. Other 
training locations are available. For more 
information, contact John D. Spehar at 
412-393-7648 or jdspehar@oasisnet.org.

Strong Start for 
Intergenerational 
Tutoring Program

WE’RE HIRING!
We are looking for energetic, cooperative, 

and committed employees who share a love of 
good, healthful food and enjoy helping others 

through exceptional customer service.

APPLY ONLINE! 
www.eastendfoodcoop.hiringthing.com

ADVERTISE
your business

here.
CONTACT ADSALES@WILKINSBURGSUN.COM
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www.wilkinsburgchamber.com

Chamber of Commerce

1789 S. Braddock Avenue

Suite 410

Pittsburgh, PA 15218

www.metrofamilypractice.org

412-247-2310
Health care to all people, at every stage in life, 

without regard to their ability to pay…

Serving Our Community for 125 Years
Join the Chamber. Get Involved. Make an Impact.

900 Wood Street, 2nd Fl., Wilkinsburg, PA 15221
412.242.0234 info@wilkinsburgchamber

Have You Checked Out the Chamber Lately? 
From anniversary galas to ribbon cuttings to farm markets, the Wilkinsburg Chamber of Commerce promotes local business and 

builds relationships inside and outside of our community. The Chamber has evolved and invites you to benefit from our services. One-
on-one business consultation, peer mentoring, great networking events and opportunities to become more involved in the community 
are just a few of the ways the chamber can help take your organization to the next level.  

For more information contact us at info@wilkinsburgchamber.com or 412.242.0234.

 Upcoming Events
July  4 National Holiday—Wilkinsburg Thursday Open Market Closed
 11 Market Re-Opens—Senior Day at the Market
 18 Board of Directors Meeting—8 a.m., 900 Wood St.  Open to all members and guests
         Fit & Healthy at the Thursday Open Market
 25 After Hours Networking at the Thursday Open Market

August  1  Small Business Thursday at the Open Market
 8  National Farm Market Week Celebrated at WTOM and Senior Day
 15 Board of Directors Meeting—8 a.m., 900 Wood St.  Open to all members & guests
  Fit & Healthy at the Thursday Open Market
 20 After Hours Networking—Ribbon cutting ceremony Meshwork Press, 313 S. Trenton Ave.
 22  Back to School Thursday at the Thursday Open Market 

Please join us, Wilkinsburg and surrounding communities.
Have you checked out the Chamber lately? The Chamber has evolved and invites you to 

benefit from the new services that are provided to help you grow. Inexpensive workshops, great 
networking events and opportunities to become more involved in the community are just a few 
of the ways that the chamber can help take your organization to the next level. Residents, non-
profit and civic organizations are encouraged to join!

Business After Hours
Join WCC members and guests at Business After Hours, an informal networking event 

hosted by local businesses and organizations.
Business After Hours is an easy way to find the services you need or have been looking for 

right in your own backyard. Business After Hours are set in a relaxed, fun atmosphere.
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BULLETIN BOARD, continued from page 2

Art in the Park Concert Series 
Art in the Park continues throughout the summer at the Penn 

Avenue Parklet in the 800 block of Penn Avenue, showcasing local 
music talent every Thursday from 6-8:30 p.m. Check the Borough 
Facebook page for updated schedules and weather status of the 
event. 

July 11/ Coffee Love Trane
July 18/ No Ordinary Soul Band
July 25/Steve Trettel & Friends

August 1/Still Standing Outreach
August 8/The Flow Band

August 15/Youth for a Better Community
August 22/Robbie Klein

August 29/The New Show Band

Pogopalooza, the world championships of pogo, is coming 
back to Wilkinsbug July 20-21. Last year it drew competitors, flying 
several feet in the air and throwing down big flips, from around 
the world.

Besides the competitions, the event will feature a “free jump 
area” where anyone can try pogo sticks and learn from pros, 
similar to Xpogo’s clinics that run twice a month at Community 
Forge and throughout the summer at events like the Parks and 
Recreation summer program and open market.

This year’s competition will also feature competitors from 
Wilkinsburg who have been practicing at Community Forge, 
both in the Big Air category as well as the 15–and–under Bounce 
Off, which is a competition to see whoever can stay bouncing the 
longest to win a free pogo stick. 

The event will also feature Guinness World Records attempts. 
Ally Thomas, a student from Texas will be bouncing all day on 
Saturday trying to break the record for most consecutive bounces 
on a pogo stick which stands at 88,047. Other athletes will try to 
break fastest mile (7 minutes 40 seconds) and high jump (11'2").

Pogopalooza is free and open to the public and runs from 1-5 
p.m. Food trucks and vendors will be on site. More information is 
available at Pogopalooza.com. Vendors can write will@xpogo.com.

The 15–and–under Bounce Off  at last year’s Pogopalooza.

Guiness World Records Attempts 
and More at Pogopalooza

of food to get them through a short-term rough patch. 
WCM also participate in the Greater Pittsburgh Food Bank’s 

Produce for the People program, and offers fresh produce every 
week Tuesday-Friday.  Several local stores provide us with left-over 
pizza and baked goods also.

WCM has seen nearly a 20% increase in families requesting 
emergency food in the month of May over the same month in 
2018. Demands on the walk-through shop have doubled or tripled 
over the same time period. 

Wilkinsburg Youth Police Academy
 Applications are being accepted for the summer 2019 Youth 

Police Academy–Class #12, according to the Wilkinsburg Police 
Department. The academy is a two-week day camp—Monday, July 
15, through Friday, July 26—offered to Wilkinsburg youth between 
the ages of 6 and 16. 

The objective is to educate the cadets about public service, 
including local government, the judiciary, emergency services and 
law enforcement. The academy places strong emphasis on self-
respect, respect of others, teamwork and commitment to one’s 

goals. It includes physical 
training activities, including 
presentations from educators, 
interaction with other agencies, 
interactive and hands-on 
experiences, and field trips. 

Cadets are divided by age: 
6-10 and 11-16. This year’s 
academy will be held at Sister 
Thea Bowman from 9 a.m. to 
3 p.m. Parents and youth can 
pick up applications in the 
police department during office 
hours, 8 a.m.–5 p.m., Monday 
to Friday. Call 412.244.2918 for 
information.

A moment from another successful Two-Way Street Fest, coordinated by the 
WCDC. See another moment on page 4. 


