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Residents Can 
Now Sign Up To 
Receive Local 
Alerts

Wilkinsburg residents can now receive 
real time public safety messages through 
Nixle.

Wilkinsburg Borough has partnered 
with Nixle to implement its Community 
Notification System to alert residents in 
real-time for localized emergency situations 
and relevant community advisories. 

Residents can register in two simple 
ways:

•Text your zipcode to 888777 from 
your mobile phone, or

•Go to Wilkinsburgpa.gov and sign up 
via the Nixle Widget.

Once registered, residents will receive 
a confirmation text to their mobile device. 
Residents may also customize their alert 
settings by going to www.nixle.com and 
creating a user profile.

The service is secure, reliable and easy 
to use for our organization.

All alerts will be targeted 
geographically, allowing residents to receive 
localized, relevant alerts from Wilkinsburg 
Borough.

Nixle Alerts can be sent via text, 
email, voice, web, social media, and the 
Nixle Mobile App in an instant.  Nixle is 
partnered with NLETS for unmatched data 
security, as well as the National Center 
for Missing and Exploited Children, 
the National Blue Alert Network, and 
Google for unmatched reach and two-way 
information exchange. 

PUCS sixth grader Marika Moore paints part of the Tree tessellation mural on the Center St. retaining wall of Ferguson 
Park on May 10. Moore, who designed the mural, was one of a group of PUCS students working on the project that day. 
The project is an integration of arts and math that is the culmination of a class taught by Jody Guy of the Center For 
Civic Arts and PUCS with the support of the Borough. It was funded by STREAM PA, part of the Council On The Arts. 

Art in the Park Concert Series Returns to Penn Ave.
Another season of Art in the Park at the Penn Avenue Parklet in the 800 block of 

Penn Avenue begins June 20. Local music talent will be showcased every Thursday from 
6-8:30 p.m. Check the Borough Facebook page and web site for updated schedules and 
weather status of the event. 

The concerts are scheduled to run through late August.*
June 20/Stemtec

June 27/Tubby Daniels Band
July 11/ Coffee Love Trane

July 18/ No Ordinary Soul Band
July 25/Steve Trettel & Friends

August 1/Still Standing Outreach
August 8/The Flow Band

August 15/Youth for a Better Community
August 22/Robbie Klein

August 29/The New Show Band
*subject to change and weather permitting
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The Wilkinsburg Sun is a free  
monthly community newsletter published by the 

volunteer Wilkinsburg Community Newsletter 
Board, with the support of the Wilkinsburg 
Borough, the Wilkinsburg School District, 

the Wilkinsburg Chamber of Commerce and 
the Wilkinsburg Community Development 

Corporation. The Sun is printed by Knepper Press. 

Please submit all articles and calendar 
events to: editor@wilkinsburgsun.com,  

or by mail, P.O. Box 86064, Wilkinsburg, 
PA 15221. Please submit articles 5 weeks 

before publication and  
calendar events 3 weeks before  

publication. To advertise,  
e-mail adsales@wilkinsburgsun.com,  

or call 412.680.1381. The Sun accepts 
submitted articles provided they are related 

to Wilkinsburg and are civic-minded. The 
Sun reserves the right to withhold articles 
from print. Please note that The Sun does 

not publish political or opinion pieces.

Sign up to receive The Sun 
by email at eepurl.com/v0iBP 
and friend us on Facebook.

The PGH Art Jam
The next PGH Art Jam is the 

“Summer Solstice Art Jam” on Saturday, 
June 29, from 6–11 p.m., featuring 
32 artists at the Yingling Mansion in 
Wilkinsburg. 

There will be an array of outdoor 
activities including art demos, live 
music, fire spinning, liquid light shows, 
illuminated installations, and a beautiful 
garden. The event is child friendly also—
one of the participants is 12 years of age!

The Yingling Mansion, located on 
1300 Wood St., hosts a variety of events. 
The PGH Art Jam gives local Pittsburgh 
artists an opportunity to create and 
converse with one another and provides 
an outlet to have their work seen by an 
appreciative, public audience. 

It also brings the community together 
using original art production as the catalyst 
for a fun experience, along with food 
and beverages brought, as a potluck, by 
the participating artists and House Hosts 
Brian Sieffert and Nicole Santella.

For more information, contact John 
Shook at diversemedium@gmail.com. 

Wilkinsburg Youth Police Academy
 Applications are being accepted for the 

summer 2019 Youth Police Academy–Class 
#12, according to the Wilkinsburg Police 
Department. The academy is a two-week day 
camp—Monday, July 15, through Friday, July 
26—offered to Wilkinsburg youth between 
the ages of 6 and 16. 

The objective is to educate the cadets 
about public service including local 
government, the judiciary, emergency 
services and law enforcement. The 
academy places strong emphasis on self-

respect, respect of others, teamwork and 
commitment to one’s goals. The format is 
similar to what actual police academy cadets 
experience. 

The curriculum consists of activities as 
well as physical training activities, including 
presentations from educators, interaction 
with other agencies, interactive and hands-
on experiences, and field trips. 

Cadets are divided by age: 6-10 and 
11-16. This year’s academy will be held at 
the Sister Thea Bowman from 9 a.m. to 3 
p.m. Lunches for the cadets will be provided 
by the school. Parents and youth can pick 
up applications in the Police Department 
during office hours, 8 a.m.–5 p.m., 
Monday to Friday. Call 412.244.2918 or 
412.244.2919. for information.

Summer Recreation for Kids
Wilkinsburg’s Parks and Recreation 

Advisory Board, with assistance from the 
School Board, will again run a summer 
recreation program at Ferguson Park, corner 
of South and Center Avenues. 

The program will run Monday through 
Friday, Noon-7 p.m., with a free bag lunch 
and dinner. Besides the typical physical and 
arts and crafts activities, chess, soccer, and 
science presentations will be offered.

A Kick-Off will be Monday, June 17, 
5-7 p.m. at Ferguson Park. Rain dates will 
include board game and craft offerings at 

the Borough Building, 605 Ross Ave.  
Additional funding is provided by 

Eat’n Park, law firm of Maiello, Brungo, 
and Maiello LLC and pension management 
company, C.S. McKEE.

Parents interested in the weekly activity 
notifications can follow the borough’s 
website or Facebook page, by emailing  
info@wilkinsburgpa.gov, or by texting 
WILKINSBURG to 888777.

Volunteers Needed to Feed Children
Wilkinsburg Community Ministry 

is seeking volunteers for summer food 

service. Every summer, WCM provides 
kids meals free of charge at the South 
Avenue United Methodist Church, and 
any child is welcome. WCM seeks 2-3 
volunteers a day to serve those meals and 
help clean up. 

The meals start Monday, June 17, and 
end Friday, August 16. Required training 
will be held the week before.

Typical activities include signing in 
children, tracking number of meals served, 
scooping out servings in service line, 

continued on page 8
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UPCOMING MEETINGS

6/3 (Mon.) 6:30 p.m. Social Media & Promotion Committee, 2nd floor

6/4 (Tues.) 6:30 p.m. Planning Commission, 2nd floor

6/5 (Wed.) 7 p.m. Council Work Session, 2nd floor

6/10 (Mon. 4:30 p.m. Budget and Finance Committee, 1st floor

6/10 (Mon.) 6 p.m. Library Board, 2nd floor

6/12 (Wed.) 6 p.m. Business Outreach and Jobs Development, 2nd floor

6/13 (Thurs.) 10 a.m. Policy & Procedure Committee, 1st floor

6/13 (Thurs.) 6 p.m. Wilkinsburg Arts Advisory Board, 2nd floor

6/17 (Mon.) 4 p.m. Public Safety Committee, 1st floor

6/18 (Wed.) 6:30 p.m. Shade Tree Advisory Committee, 1st floor

6/19 (Wed.) 7 p.m. Council Legislative Session, 2nd floor

6/20 (Thurs.) 5:30 p.m. Parks & Recreation Advisory Board, 1st floor

6/24 (Mon.) 5:30 p.m. Joint Tax Committee, 2nd floor

6/26 (Wed.) 5:30 p.m. Blight and Capital Planning Committee, 2nd floor

6/27 (Thurs.) 10 a.m. Personnel Committee, 1st floor

6/27 (Thurs.) 6:30 p.m. Constituent Service & Special Commitee, 2nd floor

7/1 (Mon.) 6:30 p.m. Personnel Committee, 1st floor

WilkinsBurg Borough
www.wilkinsburgpa.gov

Wilkinsburg Movie Nights will 
continue this summer at the Penn Ave. 
Parklet in the 800 Block of Penn Avenue 
in downtown Wilkinsburg. 

The schedule includes free family 
friendly movies with free popcorn and 
refreshments. 

Bailey Insurance Agency and attorney 
Michael J. Witherel with the law firm 
of Witherel & Associates have assisted 

Borough Council to make the free movie 
nights possible. 

The schedule includes the following 
movies, dates and times; 

• Spiderman: Into the Spiderverse 
Friday, June 21, 8:45 p.m.

• Incredibles 2: Friday, July 19 at 8:30 
p.m.

• Captain Marvel: Friday, August 16 
at 8:15 p.m.

In the 
event of 
inclement 
weather, 
the 
movies 
will be 
shown 
at the 
Borough 
Building 
on the 
second 
floor.

Movie Nights Continue in 2019

Andre Scott was sworn into office in 
March, appointed to council to replace 
Patrick Shattuck. He agreed to serve on the 
following committees: capital planning/
blight, jobs development and business 
outreach, and public safety. A 20-plus-year 
resident of Wilkinsburg, Andre is currently 
a clinical consultant/therapist. 

Scott has been a homeowner in the 
Borough for 12 years. Working to revitalize 
communities through its human capital 
and their improved quality of life has been 
the focus of both his career and personal 
efforts for over ten years. 

He has been involved in peace efforts 
throughout the state via workshops, all–
age functions, and entertainment venues 
in order to reduce gun violence, improve 
police/community relations, and service 
a variety of people. These efforts led to 
an opportunity as a legislative assistant in 
state government. With fiancé Darchini 
and five children, he is a member of 
Mulberry Community Church. He can 
be reached at 412.969.2390 or at AScott@
wilkinsburgpa.gov.

Senior Fun Gets New Name
Residents have been enjoying the 

monthly Senior Fun Day for over a year.
The steering committee recently decided to 
make sure people know that anyone over 
50 was welcome to take part in the event.

The new “50+ Club Activity Day” 
takes place the second Tuesday of the 
month in Council Chambers at the 
Borough Building. The June 11 meeting 
will feature a program on cyber security 
along with a presentation on genealogy. On 
July 9, the day starts at 9:30 a.m. with light 
exercise followed by informational speakers 
and programs, craft, free lunch and bingo.

The 50+ Club is made possible thanks 
to Borough Council with assistance from 
the Borough Library staff.

New Council 
Member 
Has History 
of Peace 
Efforts and 
Community 
Engagement
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WCdC
www.wilkinsburgcdc.org

To support the WCDC, send a tax-
deductible contribution to 1001 Wood 
St., Wilkinsburg, PA 15221
OR donate online at
wilkinsburgcdc.org
Thank you!
 412.727.7855 • 412.871.3149 (fax)
 info@wilkinsburgcdc.org

®

Save the 
Dates!

Monday, June 10, 5:30–7 p.m.: Design 
Committee Meeting; 1001 Wood St.

Monday, June 24, 5–6:30 p.m.: WCDC 
Board of Directors Meeting, 1001 
Wood St.

Thursday, July 11, 9 a.m.: Economic Vitality 
Committee Meeting; 1001 Wood St.

Saturday, November 2, time TBD: 3rd 
Annual WCDC Fundraiser Gala

Construction Begins On Historic Lohr Building

The Wilkinsburg Train Station 
Restoration Project is an incredible multi-
year effort begun in 2015 by the WCDC 
to restore the structure to its former beauty 
as a National Historic Landmark, while 
reinforcing it as an anchor building in the 
central business district. 

The WCDC is excited to announce 
that construction is 
slated for completion 
in October after 
almost 50 years of 
vacancy! A fixture of 
the community since 
1916, the unique 
leasing opportunity 

As we near the end of our fiscal year 
on June 30, please consider a donation to 
the WCDC. We rely on grant funding and 
individual contributions to support our 
development and revitalization work in the 
business district. You can make a secure 
donation online at wilkinsburgcdc.org/
donate and support the WCDC when you 
shop through AmazonSmile. Thank you to 

Originally built in the 1890s, the 
9,000-square-foot Lohr Building was 
purchased June 2017 by the Wilkinsburg 
CDC Holding Co. to bring the key 
business district property back to 
productive use. 

Located at the corner of Wood Street 
and South Avenue, the Lohr Building is 
located only a block from the Wilkinsburg 
Train Station and two blocks the East 
Busway. The hope of the WCDC is 
that the availability of in-demand code 
compliant space for entrepreneurs will help 
to build a food-based business cluster on 
Wood Street. 

Located in the Opportunity Zone, 
the 3-story building is being marketed by 
Avinson Young. Businesses interested in 
being a part of the exciting buzz on Wood 
Street should contact Cameron Conroy at 
Cameron.conroy@avinsonyoung.com or 
call 412.944.2129.

available at the Wilkinsburg Train Station 
will serve to bolster existing businesses 
and attract new business to the area. The 
$6.4 million project was made possible by 
local foundation grants as well as generous 
contributions from current and former 
Wilkinsburg residents.

Situated directly adjacent to the East 
Busway, two suites 
are available for lease 
totaling almost 9,000 
square feet. Interested 
parties should contact 
Cameron.conroy@
avinsonyoung.com or 
call 412.944.2129.

our generous donors who make this work 
possible!

Wilkinsburg Train Station Ready for Tenants Late 2019

End of Year Donation to the WCDC
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UPCOMING MEETINGS AND EVENTS

6/3 (Mon.) Pre-K Field Day

6/4 (Tues.) Kindergarten Field Day

6/6 (Thurs.) Pre- Field Trip / 1st Grade Field Day

6/7 (Fri.) 2nd Grade Field Day

6/10 (Mon.) No School

6/11 (Tues.) 9 a.m. 4-year-old Pre-K Graduation

6/12 (Wed.) Kennywood Day

6/13 (Thurs.) . Last Day of School

9/9 (Mon.) 8:40 a.m. FIRST DAY OF 2019-2020 SCHOOL YEAR

School District
www.wilkinsburgschools.org

Board meetings held at Wilkinsburg School Administration Building, 718 Wallace Avenue, 15221

A Message from the Superintendent of 
Schools—Dr. Linda Iverson

Test Scores 
Are Improving; 
District Is Growing

On May 2, the Pittsburgh Symphony Orchestra performed at Turner Intermediate School during the 16th 
annual “Meet the PSO” Neighborhood Partnership concert.
Audience members had the opportunity to meet the musicians of the PSO and experience a close-up view of 
their instruments. A group of student musicians from Turner also had the opportunity to perform a musical 
selection with the orchestra. The evening also featured Mayor Marita Garrett as narrator (below) and vocalist 
Katy Williams.

As I write this message, we are 
nearly at the conclusion of the 2018-2019 
school year. And what an amazing year 
it has been for the Wilkinsburg School 
District!

I would like to take this opportunity 
to thank our administrators, our school 
board, our teachers, our students and 
our community for helping to make 
this a successful year. It truly takes a 
village, and we are fortunate to have the 
necessary supports in place to ensure 
that every child, every day matters. 

One of the most exciting 
accomplishments this year has been the 
continued improvement in our reading 
and math test scores. Over the last three 
years, both have steadily increased. 
Our scores have reflected an 8 percent 
increase in English Language Arts PSSA 
test scores and a 4.7 percent increase in 
Math PSSA scores. 

Enrollment in the district continues 
to grow. Due to the amount of growth 
we’re experiencing, the district plans to 
move students in second grade to the 
new Turner Intermediate School, making 
it a building for grades 2-6. Kelly Primary 
will be reserved for students in the Pre-K 
program through grade 1. 

To learn more about the 
achievements of our students, visit the 
Wilkinsburg School District website for 
my complete synopsis of the 2018-19 
school year, with some highlights of what 
to expect in 2019-20!

Have a safe and enjoyable summer!
Dr. Linda Iverson,
Superintendent of Schools
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Groceries delivered from your favorite Co-op!
order delivery from Mercato.com

7516 Meade Street . Pgh, PA 15208 . www.eastendfood.coop . 412.242.3598

On May 10, Mayor Marita Garrett began the day at 
Pittsburgh Urban Christian School (PUCS) with commissioning 
students to “Stand up, love God and serve Wilkinsburg!” Despite 
the rain and dreary weather, 124 students and dozens of adults 
took to the streets of Wilkinsburg to serve local businesses and 
the community by picking up litter, mulching and tending trees, 
painting a community mural, conducting a litter survey and 
performing a walkability study for our neighbors.

They also raised over $45,000 that will benefit families 
applying to PUCS for the 2019–20 academic year.

PUCS is holding a Robotics Camp for rising 6–8th graders 
August 12–16 from 9 a.m.–3 p.m. The cost is $200; some 
scholarships may be available.

PUCS has been a part of the Schools That Can network 
because of their high scoring on the Terra Nova Testing for the 
past five years The network automatically connects them with 
resources that only 11 other schools in the Pittsburgh area are 
privy to.

For more information about the camp or PUCS, call 
412.244.1779 or email admissions@pucs.org.

85th Birthday for Historical Society
In June 1934, a handful of residents, interested in preserving 

the history of Wilkinsburg, named themselves Group for 
Historical Research on Wilkinsburg Village and Environs. At 
that time, the Borough was less than 50 years old, having been 
incorporated in 1887. Today, this organization is known simply as 
the Wilkinsburg Historical Society. 

On Monday, June 17, at 7:30 p.m., the society will celebrate 
its 85th birthday. A slide presentation will show what has been 
accomplished in those years, what has been preserved, and what 
is currently happening. The party will be held at the South Ave., 
United Methodist Church (use Ross Avenue’s left side entrance). 
Come and learn more about how they save history in Wilkinsburg.

PUCS Cares for Neighborhood; 
Offers Robotics Camp

Community Forge has started a summer project to transform the outdoor lot at the old  
Johnston school into an outdoor community commons and playspace. After a 4-month 
co-design process with neighbors, local youth, and CF organizations, they have finalized a 
design that includes a STEM-themed youth play space, a multi-purpose painted playscape, 
family seating, and a fitness station. 

They will also host two free music and arts events for the community this summer. School 
House Rock Vol.2 on June 15 features live music and art produced by Wilkinsburg’s own 
livefromthecity. August 17 is CF’s 3rd annual BBQ paired with a back-to-school giveaway 
and the return of SunFest!

For more infomation about these events or their many other summer camps and programs, 
call 412.502.2055 or visit www.CommunityForgePGH.com.



 www.wilkinsburgsun.com 7

www.wilkinsburgchamber.com

Chamber of Commerce

Join the Chamber for Wilkinsburg After Hours
Join the Chamber for Wilkinsburg After Hours from 5-7 p.m. Share your ideas. 

Meet new people.
Find out what’s going on in our community.

Tuesday, June 25—Protohaven, 214 N. Trenton Ave.
Thursday, July 23—Wilkinsburg Thursday Open Market, 225 Penn Ave.
Tuesday, August 20—MeshWork Press Ribbon Cutting, 313 S. Trenton Ave.

1789 S. Braddock Avenue

Suite 410

Pittsburgh, PA 15218

www.metrofamilypractice.org

412-247-2310
Health care to all people, at every stage in life, 

without regard to their ability to pay…

Serving Our Community for 125 Years
Join the Chamber. Get Involved. Make an Impact.

900 Wood Street, 2nd Fl., Wilkinsburg, PA 15221
412.242.0234 info@wilkinsburgchamber

Library programs are free and open 
to all. Reservations can be made in 
advance at the circulation desk or by 
calling 412.244.2940. (M=Main Library; 
E=Eastridge branch)

Adult Programs
Grow with Google Computer Classes (M): 
•Intro to Computers, Monday, June 3, 

11-12 a.m.
•Intro to Email, Friday, June 7, 1-2 p.m.
•Being Safe Online, Tuesday, June 11, 

12:30-1:30 p.m.
•Creating Resumes, Friday, June 14, 

10:30-11:30 a.m.
•Online Job Search, Thursday, 

June 27, 3-4 p.m.
50+ Club, Tuesday, June 11, 

9:30 a.m.—Day of fun, learning 
activities and lunch. (M)

One-on-One Tech Help, by 
appointment—Call to reserve time 
with a staff member for digital 
device coaching. (M)

Chess, 2nd and 4th Tuesdays, 
6 p.m.; 2nd and 4th Saturdays, 11 
a.m.—All ages welcome. (E)

Crochet, Saturdays, 11 a.m.—

Join Frankie to get tips and help with your 
projects. (E)

Farmers’ Market Vouchers, Tuesday, 
June 11, 1–3 p.m.—Fresh produce vouchers 
distributed to eligible seniors by Area 
Agency on Aging. (M)

Wilkinsburg Yarners, Wednesdays, 10 
a.m.—Stitch, knit or crochet with friends 
and spin a yarn or two. (M)

Children’s Programs
Summer Learning & Lunch, Mon-Fri, June 

11-August 9, Noon—Lunch, activities and 
reading every weekday. (M)

Wilkinsburg Public Library June Calendar of Events
Movie Mondays, starting June 17, 1 p.m.—

Beat the heat and enjoy a family friendly 
movie. (M)

Stars and Space Story Time, Saturday, 
June 15, 10:30 a.m.—Stories, songs and 
crafts about stars, planets, and more! (M)

STEM Afternoon, Tuesday, June 18, 
2 p.m.—Fun with Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Math for all ages. (M)

Kids Crafternoon, Wednesdays; starts June 
19, 4 p.m.—Create something fun. (M)

Kid Chefs, Fridays; starts June 19, 10:30 
a.m.—Eat and learn easy cooking skills. (M) 

Pittsburgh Zoo, Friday, 
June 28, 1 p.m.—Discover fur, 
feathers and scales with live 
animals from the zoo. (M)

Family Story Time, Mondays, 
10:30 a.m. (M) &; Thursdays, 
10:30 a.m. (E)—Read stories, 
play games, sing songs. For 
babies to preschoolers with an 
adult.

Lego Club, Thursday, June 
27, 2 p.m.—Build your own 
creation or take a monthly 
challenge. (M)
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BULLETIN BOARD, continued from page 2

cleaning up dining room; disposing trash, and other 
minor duties. 

Volunteers will receive lunch.
All volunteers must have child abuse clearances 

before they start. Clearances can be obtained at www.
compass.state.pa.us. They cost about $10 for volunteers. 

Sustainable Home & Garden Symposium
On Saturday, June 22, Wilkinsburg will host 

“The Sustainable Home & Garden Symposium” at the 
Yingling Mansion at 1300 Wood Street, and will run 
from 10 
a.m. to 4 
p.m. 

The 
event 
has been 
designed 
not to be a 
home and 
garden 
show in the typical sense, but a multifaceted exploration 
of how best to take care of one of Wilkinsburg’s greatest 
assets: the very land on which the community is built. 

Speakers from both local and nationally known 
organizations will address such issues as water flow 
and management, food and pollinator gardens, 
small home building, and environmental education. 
A small neighborhood tour is planned, as well as a 
vendor’s market and an environmental art exhibition. 
Attendance is free. For more information, visit: 
sustainablewilkinsburg.tumblr.com

Community Block Party And Youth Talent Show
Mark your calendars for the afternoon of Saturday, 

September 28! The Western Pennsylvania School for the 
Deaf (WPSD) will host its annual Community Block 
Party from 1-4pm. The party is free and open to the 
public, located on the WPSD campus (at the corner of 
Walnut Street and Swissvale Avenue in Edgewood).

It’s a fun afternoon for the whole family, including 
games and activities for the kids, a petting zoo, a youth 
talent show, food, and more. For more information 
about the Block Party or obtaining vendor space, 
please contact Sarah Bartlebaugh at 412.244.4207 or 
sbartlebaugh@wpsd.org.

 Local talent is wanted for the youth talent show. 
Open to youth K-12 who reside in Swissvale, Edgewood, 
Wilkinsburg, Forest Hills, and Braddock Hills. Winners 
receive cash prizes! Auditions are required and are 
tentatively scheduled for Sep. 17. For more information 
or to receive an application, email Alyia Paulding at 
apaulding@wpsd.org or call 412.244.3116. 


