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Wilkinsburg
A Free Community Newsletter Bringing You Good News About Wilkinsburg

Mulberry Presbyterian
Building Taken under
Wing of Artists
Center for Civic Arts became the
court-appointed Conservator of the
Mulberry Second Presbyterian Church
property in August.
The Conservatorship Act provides
mediation in blighted areas where
property owners have abandoned their
responsibilities, making it an important
tool for Pennsylvania’s older communities.

Sacred Spaces Historic Tour
Preservation Pittsburgh’s Religious
Architectural Heritage Committee (RAH)
is organizing the Second Annual Sacred
Spaces Historic Tour taking place on
October 12 in Wilkinsburg from 11 a.m. to
4 p.m. The tour will be free to attend and
open to the public.
The tour will serve as an open house
for local religious properties. Residents of
Wilkinsburg will have a chance to view
the interiors and exteriors of participating
worship spaces. Attendees will learn about
the histories of these religious structures
and experience Wilkinsburg’s reputation
as “The City of Churches” from their
congregations.
St. James Roman Catholic, St. Mark

AME, Ahmadiyya Muslim Community,
Covenant Fellowship Reformed
Presbyterian, and St. Stephen’s Episcopal
are among the twelve religious properties
confirmed on the tour. Properties
converted to or from spaces of worship,
such as the Pittsburgh Urban Christian
School (PUCS) and Gethsemane Holiness
Church, will also be featured.
Open houses will feature a number of
activities, including artistic performances/
exhibitions, craft workshops and classes,
and discussions about church history and
architecture. A conversational reception
with light hors d’oeuvres will follow the
tour in The Sleeping Octopus at 1300
continued on page 8

Now that the judge transferred all legal
property rights to the Center for Civic Arts
(a civically focused non-profit), they are
now able to work toward the revitalization
of the property, with the goal of restoring
quality of life to an area with rich history,
a diverse neighborhood, and significant
needs.
continued on page 6
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Community Block Party
Mark your calendars for the afternoon
of Saturday, September 28. The Western
Pennsylvania School for the Deaf (WPSD)
will host its annual Community Block
Party from 1-4 p.m. The party is free and
open to the public, located on the WPSD
campus (at the corner of Walnut Street and
Swissvale Avenue in Edgewood).
It’s a fun afternoon for the whole
family, including games and activities for
the kids, a petting zoo, a youth talent show,
food, and more. For more information
or to obtain vendor space, contact
Sarah Bartlebaugh at 412.244.4207 or
sbartlebaugh@wpsd.org.
Local talent is wanted for the
youth talent show. Open to youth K-12
who reside in Swissvale, Edgewood,
Wilkinsburg, Forest Hills, and
Braddock Hills. Winners receive cash
prizes! Auditions are required and are
tentatively scheduled for Sep. 17. For more
information or to receive an application,
email Alyia Paulding at apaulding@wpsd.
org or call 412.244.3116.

HBW 6th Annual Community Picnic
Hilltop Block Watch invites all to
come join the fun at the 6th Annual
Community Picnic on Saturday, September
14, 12-3 p.m., Eastridge Center, 1900
Graham Blvd. There will be food, games,
face painting, and a balloon artist and
more. Entertainment includes African
Drum and Dance and a lively Irish band
called the Na Gaels.
This is an all-ages indoor/outdoor

event rain or shine. We can stay indoors
in the event of rain. Questions? Contact
Linda at 412.880.8253.

2nd Annual Night of Sparkle
Hilltop Block Watch invites all to
relax and enjoy a marvelous evening with
professional musicians from the Pittsburgh
Symphony Orchestra String Quintet at the
2nd Annual Night of Sparkle on Monday,
October 7 in the intimate atmosphere of
the Eastridge Center auditorium, 1900
Graham Blvd. in Wilkinsburg.
This is an all ages event, and kids
and adults are welcome to a Q&A with
the musicians after the event. Donations
accepted to help plan for future events.
Call Linda, 412.880.8253, for more
information.

Girls Writing Workshop to Begin
A Girls Write PGH workshop held
at Community Forge in Wilkinsburg on
Mondays, 6-7 p.m. beginning September 16
will focus on storytelling and journalism.
This workshop, called the Press
Box, is free for teen writers age 12-18 in
conjunction
with Rainbow
Writers, a
LGBTQ+
focused teen
writing group
that works
to open up
a space for young writers to find their
voices for ages 12-18. Find more info at
girlswritepittsburgh.com.

WHOLE People. ALL People.
metrofamilypratice.org

412.247.2310

1789 S. Braddock Ave.
Suite 410
Pittsburgh 15218
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The Wilkinsburg Sun is a free
monthly community newsletter published by the
volunteer Wilkinsburg Community Newsletter
Board, with the support of the Wilkinsburg
Borough, the Wilkinsburg School District,
the Wilkinsburg Chamber of Commerce and
the Wilkinsburg Community Development
Corporation. The Sun is printed by Knepper Press.
Please submit all articles and calendar
events to: editor@wilkinsburgsun.com,
or by mail, P.O. Box 86064, Wilkinsburg,
PA 15221. Please submit articles 5 weeks
before publication and
calendar events 3 weeks before
publication. To advertise,
e-mail adsales@wilkinsburgsun.com,
or call 412.680.1381. The Sun accepts
submitted articles provided they are related
to Wilkinsburg and are civic-minded. The
Sun reserves the right to withhold articles
from print. Please note that The Sun does
not publish political or opinion pieces.

Sign up to receive The Sun
by email at eepurl.com/v0iBP
and friend us on Facebook.

WE’RE HIRING!
We are looking for energetic, cooperative,
and committed employees who share a love of
good, healthful food and enjoy helping others
through exceptional customer service.

APPLY ONLINE!

www.eastendfoodcoop.hiringthing.com
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Wilkinsburg Borough
www.wilkinsburgpa.gov

UPCOMING MEETINGS
9/3 (Tues.)

6:30 p.m.

Planning Commission, 2nd floor

9/4 (Wed.)

6:30 p.m.

Council Work Session, 2nd floor

9/9 (Mon.

4:30 p.m.

Budget and Finance Committee, 1st floor

9/9 (Mon.)

6 p.m.

Library Board, 2nd floor

9/9 (Mon.)

6:30 p.m.

Social Media & Promotion Committee, 2nd floor

9/11 (Wed.)

6 p.m.

Business Outreach and Jobs Development, 2nd floor

9/12 (Thurs.)

10 a.m.

Policy & Procedure Committee, 1st floor

9/12 (Thurs.)

6 p.m.

Wilkinsburg Arts Advisory Board, 2nd floor

9/16 (Mon.)

4 p.m.

Public Safety Committee, 1st floor

9/17 (Tues.)

6:30 p.m.

Shade Tree Advisory Committee, 1st floor

9/18 (Wed.)

7 p.m.

Council Legislative Session, 2nd floor

9/19 (Thurs.)

5:30 p.m.

Parks & Recreation Advisory Board, 1st floor

9/25 (Wed.)

5:30 p.m.

Blight and Capital Planning Committee, 2nd floor

9/26 (Thurs.)

10 a.m.

Personnel Committee, 1st floor

9/26 (Thurs.)

6:30 p.m.

Constituent Service & Special Commitee, 2nd floor

9/30 (Mon.)

5:30 p.m.

Joint Tax Committee, 2nd floor

10/2 (Wed.)

7 p.m.

Council Work Session, 2nd floor

10/7 (Mon.)

6:30 p.m.

Social Media & Promotion Committee, 2nd floor

10/8 (Tues.)

6 p.m.

Planning Commission, 2nd floor

10/9 (Wed.)

6 p.m.

Business Outreach and Jobs Development, 2nd floor

10/10 (Thurs.)

10 a.m.

Policy & Procedure Committee, 1st floor

Summer Recreation
Program Enjoyed
Strong Participation
Wilkinsburg Borough ended its third
year of summer recreation on August 9,
according to Michael Milberger, chair of
the Borough’s Parks and Recreation.
This summer kids enjoyed science
presentations from the Carnegie Science
Center, ALCOSAN, and Pitt.
Also appreciated was a visit from
the County Mounted Police Officers
and XPOGO, not to mention the water
features of the slip n’ slides and sprinklers
during the hot weather.
The program ran Monday through
Friday, Noon-7 p.m. with free bag lunches
and dinners provided.
General funding was shared with
the School District. Additional funding
and support was provided by Eat’n Park,
Wilkinsburg Community Ministry, HRG
Engineers, Wilkinsburg Beverage, ARL
Network, CS McKee, and Maiello Brungo
& Maiello.
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Good All Over

Wilkinsburg Community Development Corporation looks back on a decade of
positive impact with an eye toward a bright future
As a young mother raising children
in Wilkinsburg in the early 2000s, Tracey
Evans had a simple goal: to help spruce
up Whitney Park so her kids would have
a better place to play. Having worked in
theater as a set designer, she figured she
had the skill set to tackle that project and
contribute something to her community.
She never anticipated where that
path would lead. But today, she serves as
the executive director of the Wilkinsburg
Community Development Corporation
(WCDC), and the future seems brighter
than ever.
Founded in 2007, the WCDC was
officially incorporated as a 501 (c)(3)
nonprofit the following year. Two years later,
Evans — one of the driving forces behind
the WCDC as a volunteer — became its
executive director. And a decade after its
incorporation, the organization can lay
claim to significant improvements across the
community, with an eye toward building on
that foundation in the years to come.
“Our goal is to make sure the
community’s voice is heard,” says Evans.
“We want to be facilitators for development
that makes our borough a better place to live
and work for the people who already call it
home, as well as welcoming to newcomers.”

A fresh take on history

Billing itself as a one-stop resource
center for businesses, developers, and
residents, the WCDC exists to address
all things Wilkinsburg, from renovating
historic buildings to filling vacant
storefronts and rebranding the community’s
image. As with any development initiative,
these projects take significant time to
tease out from vision to reality; it requires
patience, vision, and dedication.
For example, one of the WCDC’s
first projects — manufacturing litter
receptacles for public areas — took a year
just to settle on a design, to allow many
community groups the opportunity to
offer input. Technique Architectural

Projects, a Wilkinsburg company, created
the receptacles and later designed benches
and other products to give the community
a more uniform look.
The WCDC’s Main Street approach
included banners for neighborhood streets,
façade grants to help businesses improve
their exteriors, and creating online
advertising capability for people who
want to rent or sell their buildings. The
borough’s high vacancy rate had inflated
its property tax rates, in addition to
creating an image of blight, so the WCDC
focused on strategies to reduce vacancies
as a means of encouraging investment.
Since the WCDC’s inception, 74 business
district properties have sold, 28 property
owners have improved their façades, and
25 vacant storefronts have been filled.
The $6.5 million renovation of the
landmark Wilkinsburg Train Station,
launched with a $1 million matching
grant from the Richard King Mellon
Foundation, is expected to be completed
this year, with room for a restaurant and
entertainment venue on the first floor and
office space in the former baggage area.
The WCDC next will focus on renovating
the historic Lohr Building, which has been
standing in the borough since the 1890s.
“Nobody wanted to take on the risk
of the train station — it’s challenging and
expensive. But we were encouraged by the
foundation’s grant,” says Evans.

Neighborhood Partnership Program has
yielded nearly $3.3 million in corporate
contributions for the WCDC, which in
turn has leveraged more than $7.1 million
in support from foundations, corporations,
and private contributions.
Additionally, the WCDC offers
business training — including the highly
successful CORE FOUR program.
A branding campaign called “Good
All Over” is gaining steam throughout
the borough, and the WCDC is looking
to create custom sandwich boards for the
borough’s restaurants.
And finally, the borough is beginning
to renovate Whitney Park, where Evans’
journey as a community leader began. Her
children are grown — now in their early 20s
— but the legacy of that early goal has paid
dividends that are creating a positive impact
for an entire community’s next generation.
“School boards, councils, nonprofits,
chambers of commerce — there are a lot of
different moving pieces,” Evans says. “But
we are creating growth and branding, and
that is satisfying.”
To support the WCDC, send a taxdeductible contribution to 1001 Wood
St., Wilkinsburg, PA 15221
OR donate online at
wilkinsburgcdc.org
Thank you!
412.727.7855 • 412.871.3149 (fax)
info@wilkinsburgcdc.org

Aligned for growth

Having once served on the borough
council, Evans explains that the WCDC
works with the borough’s district
revitalization plan toward common goals,
including the successful campaign to allow
liquor licenses. (On the WCDC’s wish list
for the newly renovated railroad station
space is a microbrewery.) Wilkinsburg was
accepted into the prestigious Main Street
Program in 2015, earning National Main
Street accreditation the following year.
During the past decade, the
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School District

www.wilkinsburgschools.org

A Message from the Superintendent of
Schools—Dr. Linda Iverson

New Start Times,
New Prep, New Year
As the start of the 2019-2020 school
year fast approaches and we prepare our
buildings for the return of students,
there are some changes to our previously
announced plans that we need to
communicate.
The first day of school will still be
Monday, September 9. Unfortunately,
the newly-renovated Turner Intermediate
School will not be completed in time for
our students in grades 2-6 to start the
2019–20 School Year in the new building.
It is our top priority to ensure the building
is safe and secure before permitting our
students to occupy the new space. So, while
we are disappointed that we are unable
to begin the school year in the newly
renovated facility, we are assured that the
delay will not last long.
Our building contractors presently
estimate that Turner Intermediate will be
ready for occupancy on October 1. Turner
students will begin the school year on
September 9 at the former Wilkinsburg
High School. Their first day in the new
Turner will be October 7. This delay of a
few weeks will assure that the new building
is safe, secure and ready for our students.
Please note that the changes will not
affect our new start times. As previously
announced, students at both Kelly
Primary and Turner Intermediate will
begin the school day at 8:40 a.m. and
conclude the day at 3:20 p.m. Bus pick up
will be between 7:45 and 8:05 a.m. Bus
transportation assignment letters will be
mailed to parents on August 23.
Additional updates about Turner
Intermediate School will be communicated
to families as they become available.
We thank you for your patience and
understanding as we work through these
unforeseen issues. We look forward to
celebrating the opening of this incredible
building with our community and to
continuing to work together to ensure that
Every Child, Every Day Matters.

A Great Act of Kindness toward Kelly School
“Today something truly amazing happened
at Kelly Primary School,” said Diane Meszaros,
kindergarten teacher.
On August 27, Van Scaglione, a senior at
Central Catholic High School who is working
on his Eagle Scout service project, dropped off
more than 170 uniforms.
Scaglione began his project in June, going
to three area churches: St. Bede, St. James and
Mother of Good Counsel. He spoke to the
parishioners during services about the need for
uniforms in the Wilkinsburg district and asked
for donations.
In the end, along with the uniforms he
collected, he received monetary donations
totaling close to $2,000 for future purchases of uniform items for our students.
“We were blown away as he carried in bin after bin to the school today. What a
wonderful thing for him to do for our students!” said Meszaros.
She said that about 13 years ago Van used to come to Kelly School during Christmas
time when his day care center families would adopt her class and provide a party, giving
the kids numerous presents. “He was only 4 or 5 at the time but he remembers coming
to the school and having fun with the students in my class. Pretty amazing that after all
these years he thought to come back and do something like this for our kids.”

Board Keeps Taxes the Same; Passes $30.7 Million Budget
On June 25, the Wilkinsburg School Board of Directors approved an operating
budget for the 2019-20 fiscal year that held the line on taxes.
The board approved the budget, which breaks even with total revenue and
expenditures at $30.7 million. The property tax millage rate will remain at 29.50 mills. A
house valued at $140,000 will pay $4,130 in property taxes per year.
Revenue sources for the fiscal year include $12.9 million from local sources, of
which $9.05 million is generated by local real estate taxes. The district also will receive
$16.2 million in state subsidies and $1.6 million in federal funding. The budget includes
$175,031 in the fund balance. Expenses include $19.8 million for instruction and
programming and $9.4 million for support services.
The Board also approved the Homestead/Farmstead exclusion for qualified
properties in accordance with Act 50 of 1998. The 2019–20 state property tax reduction
allocation is $805,084. An estimated 2,523 properties in the district qualify for the
reduction. The tax relief per qualified Homestead/Farmstead is $319.
UPCOMING MEETINGS AND EVENTS
9/5 (Thurs.)

3-7 p.m.

Back to School Picnic, Admin parking lot, 718 Wallace Ave.

9/9 (Mon.)

8:40 a.m.

FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL FOR STUDENTS/Pre-K and K orientation

9/17 (Tues.)
9/18 (Wed.)

Board Planning Session
9 a .m.

Pre-K Vision Screenings and Early Dismissal at 1:10 p.m.

9/24 (Tues.)

Board Legislative Session

10/4 (Fri.)

Act 80 Day for Students

10/7 (Mon.)

First Day of School at New Turner Intermediate

Board meetings held at Wilkinsburg School Administration Building, 718 Wallace Avenue, 15221
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MULBERRY PRESBYTERIAN, from page 1

“It is also possible to impact economic health when the
re-development increases property values and remediates
crime,” explained Jody Guy from the Center for Civic Arts. “If
such buildings are not rehabilitated, they are likely to remain
abandoned and further deteriorate, resulting in increased costs to
the Commonwealth, municipality and taxpayers.”
The Mulberry Street
church was once home to
a variety of community
services (Wilkinsburg
Community Ministries,
Wilkinsburg Historic
Society, the Mulberry Senior
Center, youth recreational
services, Wilkinsburg School
District) some of which
are looking forward to
returning their operations to
the building.
Roof problems and
a declining congregation
led the presbytery to sell
the property to the very

non-profit that Civic Arts recently took to court in order to
reclaim the property through conservatorship. The roof must
be replaced now. And the interior conditions resulting from
neglecting the roof will require significant attention. However,
without acquisition expenses, balanced by the variety of
practical assets the building offers (community kitchens, gym,
significant performance spaces, 24 classrooms, stages, meeting/
office spaces), the Mulberry
Street Project offers new
hope right on the edge of
the Wilkinsburg business
district.
If you would like to
share your ideas about
services you would like
to see the Mulberry
Street Project provide the
community, stories you
have about the church, to
volunteer, or to make a
contribution to the roof
fund, email civicarts211@
gmail.com. Your
participation is welcome.

September Marks 125th Anniversary of Library
125th Anniversary Events—The
library is turning 125! Celebrate all month
long during its anniversary month. Special
events throughout the month of September
kick off the 125th year with a bang!
Wilkinsburg 5K Fun Run/Walk—
Lace up your sneakers and run with us! 3.1
miles through our beautiful borough, all
ages and abilities welcome. Sign up online,
link available on our website. Sunday,
September 8, 9 a.m., Borough Building.
Family Game Night—Fun for the
whole family! Bring grandma, grandpa,
aunts, uncles, cousins, brothers, sisters,
parents—everyone! Bring your favorite
game or pick from our collection. All
ages. Wednesday, September 11, 6:30 p.m.,
Children’s Department.
Trivia Night at Salvatore’s—Enjoy
great food, drinks, and fun, all while
helping raise money for the library! In
partnership with Salvatore’s Pizza, we
will be holding a fundraising/trivia
night. All donations will help support
the library. Play solo or with a team of up
to 5 people.Friday, September 13, 6 p.m.,
Salvatore’s Pizza House & Bar.

Psychic Medium—Hear messages
from the other side with psychic medium
Marjorie Kain. This program is a
demonstration of her faith as a spiritualist
minister. There will be limited readings
and a Q&A session. Tickets are $5 and
all proceeds benefit the library. Tuesday,
September 24, 6:30 p.m., Council Chambers.
Star Wars Party—A long time ago,
in a galaxy far, far away…they had a Star
Wars party! Join the library in welcoming
Starkiller Garrison 501st Legion characters
from your favorite universe. May the force
be with you! Wednesday, September 25, 6:30
p.m., Children’s Department.
Weekly Story Times—Songs, rhymes,
stories, and more! Mondays, 10:30 a.m.,
Children’s Department. Thursdays, 10:30 a.m.,
Eastridge Branch
Hello Fall Story Time—Leaves are
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changing colors; weather is cooling down.
All signs point to fall! Join in songs,
stories, and rhymes dedicated to the
autumn season. Saturday, September 21,
10:30 a.m., Children’s Department.
Outdoor Day—The library is taking
away the doors and going outside for
some fun. Join them at Ferguson Park for
relay races, activities, snacks, and more!
Wednesday, September 18, 3:30 p.m., Ferguson
Park
50+ Club—Seniors in Wilkinsburg
are invited to join us once a month
for a special day devoted to those 50+
Coordinated with the help of Wilkinsburg
Borough and local partners, each 50+
Club meeting provides a variety of fun and
informative activities. Second Tuesday of the
month—Tuesday, September 10, 9:30 a.m.
Wilkinsburg Walkers—Get out and
get moving! Walk the neighborhood and
make some friends. Every Wednesday,
1:30 p.m., meet in Council Chambers
September is Love Your Library
Month—All donations made during the
month of September are matched by the
Jack Buncher Foundation. Donate today!

Chamber of Commerce
www.wilkinsburgchamber.com

Wilkinsburg After Hours
Enjoy Wilkinsburg After Hours, an
informal networking event sponsored by the
Chamber of Commerce and hosted by local
businesses and organizations.
This monthly event is the perfect way
for members and prospective members to
connect, share ideas and build relationships.
Open to all and free to attend.
Join the Chamber on September 24 for
After Hours at Guardian Storage, 915 Brinton
Road, learn more their services, take a tour
and enjoy light bites and beverages.

Upcoming Events
September 19—Board of Directors
Meeting—8 a.m. 900 Wood St. Open to all
members and guests.

It was standing room only at the August After Hours
for MeshWorks’ Grand Opening.

September 24—Wilkinsburg After Hours—Networking at Guardian Storage on
Brinton Road, 5—7 p.m

Save the Date
Thursday, November 14, is the famous 55Th annual Wilkinsburg Gives Thanks Breakfast.

Why Join the Chamber?
One-on-one business consultation, peer mentoring, great networking events and opportunities to become more involved in
the community are just a few of the ways the chamber can help take your organization to the next level.
For more information contact info@wilkinsburgchamber.com or 412.242.0234.

Serving Our Community for 125 Years
Join the Chamber. Get Involved. Make an Impact.

900 Wood Street, 2nd Fl., Wilkinsburg, PA 15221
412.242.0234 info@wilkinsburgchamber

ADVERTISE
your business
here.
CONTACT ADSALES@WILKINSBURGSUN.COM
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Sustainable Home & Garden Symposium Leads to New Initiative
Following the success of the
Sustainable Home & Garden Symposium
in June, the event planners plan to carry
their programing into the fall and coming
year.
The organizing committee for the
symposium is coordinating with the
Wilkinsburg Community Development
Center (WCDC) to establish the Green/
Clean/Safe Committee.
This new committee will plan and
organize community education programs
in sustainable development. Such programs
include a diverse array of community
workshops, lectures from experts, and
facilitated tours of Wilkinsburg. The goal
of the committee to help residents work
together for a greener Wilkinsburg.
The Green/Clean/Safe Committee
emerged from the success of the
symposium itself. Attended by upwards
of 100 people, the symposium included
presentations on sustainable development
from over twenty speakers. Keynote
lectures were delivered by an expert in
eco-design principles, Sigi Koko, and
the Executive Director of Sustainable
Pittsburgh, Joylette Portlock.
The issue of including ecological
concerns in the general discussion

of economic and social development
in Wilkinsburg was central to the
programming for the symposium.
The goal of the Green/Clean/Safe
Committee is to establish programming
that is inclusive, sustainable, and
equitable for all Wilkinsburg residents.
The committee encourages residents
to keep their eyes and ears open for

announcements about coming events
and community programs in sustainable
development.
Anyone with questions about the
committee can feel free to direct their
questions to the Green/Clean/Safe
Committee via sustainablewilkinsburg.
com. Help us work together for a greener,
cleaner, and safer Wilkinsburg.

Over 100 people attended June’s Sustainable Home & Garden Symposium

SACRED SPACES TOUR, from page 1

How to Get Permit to Work on Borough Trees

Wood St. in Wilkinsburg (formerly the
Yingling Mansion).
The tour will highlight the
communal value and historic significance
of sacred spaces in Wilkinsburg’s
continuing development. RAH aims
to foster constructive dialog between
borough residents and cultivate healthy
community relationships across religious
denominations.
This tour is funded by Neighborhood
Allies and Preservation Pittsburgh.
Questions regarding tour information,
participating religious properties, and
Preservation Pittsburgh’s Religious
Architectural Heritage committee may
be directed to the committee by emailing
sacredspacestours@gmail.com or calling
512.718.4371.

For the second consecutive year,
Wilkinsburg is a Tree City, USA.
This means that the Borough meets
certain criteria established by the Arbor
Day Foundation, indicating that the
community cares about its trees and works
to preserve them.
Tree canopy requires upkeep. There
are many reasons for doing arbor work,
including damage from summer storms,
pruning for beautification and wellness,
sidewalk repair, branches too close to a
structure, and new plantings. The Shade
Tree Committee is offering some guidance
about obtaining a permit for work on trees
under the control of the Borough.
These trees are usually in the tree
lawn, the space between the sidewalk and
the street. Before hiring a contractor to
carry out work that will affect a Borough
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tree, property owners must obtain a
permit from Borough Code Enforcement
by calling 412.244.2923. The Arbor Work
Permit can also be found at wilkinsburgpa.
gov under Code Enforcement. Look for
“Forms” on that page and the “Arbor (Tree)
Permit Application.” A $50 fee to obtain
the permit goes toward the cost of sending
the Borough’s consulting arborist to the
site to make recommendations. No work
can be done until the arborist specifies
what work is permitted, and sometimes
when it can be done. (Some street trees can
be pruned only in specific seasons.)
Residents with questions or concerns
about trees or who are simply interested
in knowing more about the committee,
should consider attending a meeting on
the third Tuesday of the month at 6:30
p.m. in the Borough Building.

