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Election Day is November 5. Are you 
going to be unable to physically get to your 
polling place that day? As always, you can 
apply for an absentee ballot by mailing 
an application to the County Elections 
Division, but you can also fill out the 
application online.

The online option is new for the 
entire state and simplifies the process 
to get an absentee ballot. You’ll need to 
be a registered voter and to have a valid 
PA driver’s license or photo I.D. from 
PennDot. 

The following people are allowed to 
vote by absentee ballot:

>> College students
>> People whose work or vacation take 

them away from the municipality where 
they live

>> Those with a physical disability or 
illness that prevents them from going to 
the polling place

>> Members of the military
>> People who may have a conflict due 

to the celebration of a religious holiday
Paper ballots can be found at the 

County Elections Division website 
and the online application can be 
filled out at: www.pavoterservices.
pa.gov/OnlineAbsenteeApplication/#/
OnlineAbsentee

You have until 5 p.m. on October 29, 
2019, to apply online or for your paper 
application to reach the County Election 
Office. If you know you’ll need to vote 
absentee, don’t put it off. Apply now so you 
can ensure your voice is heard. 

If you are not registered to vote, or if 
you have moved and need to change your 
registration, you have until October 7, 

Sacred Spaces II, Free Tour, Is October 12 
The organ plays. The visitors stand in awe of windows, mosaics, curved pews, and the 

magnificent altar. Welcome to Wilkinsburg’s second Sacred Spaces Tour. It is free!
Twelve wonderful worship centers are on display Saturday, October 12, from 11 am 

to 5 pm. Walk, at your leisure, through Wilkinsburg, and visit the inside of these sacred 
structures. Each open building will have a sign posted outside.

The opening ceremony takes place at St. Mark African Methodist Episcopal Church, 
1409 Montier Street, built in 1923 with the hands of its first parishioners. The second 
church will be St. Mark’s neighbor, the Covenant Fellowship Reformed Presbyterian 
Church, an impressive red brick structure at 1300 East Swissvale Avenue, which will 
offer a cappella psalm singers beginning at noon. The whole route will be detailed at an 
information and sign up table at South Avenue Methodist Church, 733 South Ave. 

Following the tour, discuss what you saw, enjoy light refreshments, and see Sacred 
Spaces art at 5 pm at the Sleeping Octopus, 1300 Wood Street. Again, it’s free. This event 
is funded by Neighborhood Allies, Preservation Pittsburgh and generous donors.

Make Sure You Vote

First day of school for Turner Intermediate students. Read more on page 5.

55th Wilkinsburg Gives Thanks Breakfast—November 14—See page 7 
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Borough, the Wilkinsburg School District, 

the Wilkinsburg Chamber of Commerce and 
the Wilkinsburg Community Development 

Corporation. The Sun is printed by Knepper Press. 

Please submit all articles and calendar 
events to: editor@wilkinsburgsun.com,  

or by mail, P.O. Box 86064, Wilkinsburg, 
PA 15221. Please submit articles 5 weeks 

before publication and  
calendar events 3 weeks before  

publication. To advertise,  
e-mail adsales@wilkinsburgsun.com,  

or call 412.680.1381. The Sun accepts 
submitted articles provided they are related 

to Wilkinsburg and are civic-minded. The 
Sun reserves the right to withhold articles 
from print. Please note that The Sun does 

not publish political or opinion pieces.

Sign up to receive The Sun 
by email at eepurl.com/v0iBP 
and friend us on Facebook.

Art and Culture Events at Eastridge
The Hilltop Block Watch invites all 

neighbors and friends, old and new, to two 
all-ages events at the Wilkinsburg Art and 
Culture Center at Eastridge, 1900 Graham 
Blvd. in Wilkinsburg.

The Pittsburgh Symphony Orchestra 
string quintet will be back for a 2nd 

Annual Evening of Sparkle, 
Monday, October 7, 6:30 p.m. Their 
performance will feature works by 

Dvorjak and African American Spirituals. 
Soprano Charlene Canty will make a 
special guest performance. 

On Saturday, October 12, come and 
enjoy an evening of cool jazz with the 
Tim Stevens/Leonard Johnson Project, 
Pittsburgh and international artists. The 
concert is 7-9 p.m., and the  cost is $8. 
Proceeds will help bring more artists to 
Wilkinsburg. For more information, please 
contact Linda, 412.880.8253

Save the Date For Pittsburgh 
Symphony in Wilkinsburg

The tentative date for next year’s 
spring PSO Concert 
benefiting the Wilkinsburg 
elementary school music 
instrument fund is May 

21, 2020, held as usual at the former 
Wilkinsburg HS auditorium.

“Sleeping Beauties” Research Study
A Research Study of the affect social 

media has on sleep in African American 
girls is looking for African-American girls 
ages 11-14.

The study location will be determined 
for the subject’s convenience. Two 
45-minute visits are  required. 

Mothers will  be compensated 
$25; daughters $30.

For more information, 
contact Dr. Willa Doswell at 412.624.8977 
at the University of Pittsburgh School of 
Nursing.

A Biblical Presentation at the 
Wilkinsburg Sacred Spaces Tour

In connection with the upcoming 
Wilkinsburg Sacred Spaces Tour, St. Mark 
A.M.E. Church will be hosting a special 

presentation of 
the Twelve Tribes 
of Israel.  This 
will be the first of 
a four-part series, 
and will feature 
four tribes 
(and leaders) 

of ancient Israel:  Levi, Gad, Judah, and 
Joseph.  

The presentation is Saturday, October 
12. The place is St. Mark A.M.E. Church, 
1409 Montier Street (at Glenn Avenue) in 
Wilkinsburg.  

The welcoming program for the full 
Sacred Spaces Tour will be held upstairs 
at the church starting at 11 a.m., and the 
special presentation of the twelve tribes of 
Israel will be held downstairs in the lower 
auditorium immediately following the 
ceremonies.

Tour  goers will have time to interact 
with costumed tribe members, look at 

representations of 
ancient artifacts 
and materials, 
and sample a 
bit of food with 
biblically mentioned 
ingredients—all 
before moving 
on to witness 
presentations and 
performances at 
other sacred spaces 
in the Borough.  

In addition 
to tour goers, 

1789 S. Braddock Ave.
Suite 410
Pittsburgh 15218

metrofamilypratice.org
412.247.2310

WHOLE People. ALL People.

the general public is warmly invited to 
attend. There will be no charge for this 
performance, but donations will be 
welcome. 

To accommodate those unable to 
make the first showing, the presentation 
will repeat from 1–2 p.m. 

If you have questions, feel free 
to call organizers Barbara Thompson 
at 412.494.8017, or Clifton McGill at 
412.242.6022. Save the date for this 
unusual and informative treat. 
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UPCOMING MEETINGS

10/2 (Wed.) 7 p.m. Council Work Session, 2nd floor

10/7 (Mon.) 6:30 p.m. Social Media & Promotion Committee, 2nd floor

10/8 (Tues.) 6:00 p.m. Planning Commission, 2nd floor

10/9 (Wed.) 6:00 p.m. Business Outreach and Jobs Development, 2nd floor

10/10 (Thurs.) 10 a.m. Policy & Procedure Committee, 1st floor

10/10 (Thurs.) 6  p.m. Wilkinsburg Arts Advisory Board, 2nd floor

10/14 (Mon. 4:30 p.m. Budget and Finance Committee

10/14 (Mon.) 6 p.m. Library Board, 2nd floor

10/15 (Tues.) 6:30 p.m. Shade Tree Advisory Committee, 1st floor

10/16 (Wed.) 7 p.m. Council Legislative Session, 2nd floor

10/17 (Thurs.) 5:30 p.m. Parks & Recreation Advisory Board, 1st floor

10/21 (Mon.) 4 p.m. Public Safety Committee, 1st floor

10/23 (Wed.) 5:30 p.m. Blight and Capital Planning Committee, 2nd floor

10/24 (Thurs.) 10 a.m. Personnel Committee, 1st floor

10/24 (Thurs.) 6:30 p.m. Constituent Service & Special Commitee, 2nd floor

10/28 (Mon.) 5:30 p.m. Joint Tax Committee, 2nd floor

10/30 (Wed.) 7 p.m. Council Administrative Session, 2nd floor

11/4 (Mon.) 6:30 p.m. Social Media & Promotion Committee, 2nd floor

11/5 (Tues.) 6 p.m. Planning Commission, 2nd floorr

11/6 (Wed.) 7 p.m. Council Work Session, 2nd floor

11/12 (Tues.) 6 p.m. Library Board, 2nd floor

WilkinsBurg Borough
www.wilkinsburgpa.gov

• Leaf Collection will take place from 
October 28 until December 6.

• Leaves will be picked up in paper 
bags only at the curb or piled loose above 
the curb (not in the street), on your 
regularly scheduled street sweeper day 
subject to possible delays due to inclement 
weather or staffing issues.

• Piling leaves in the street is 
prohibited and bad for the storm drains. 
The street sweeper is not designed to pick 
up piles of leaves.

• Leaf bags with sticks and branches 
will not be picked up. See brush clean up 
dates below.

• Leaves in plastic bags will not be 
picked up by the Borough.

• Paper bags are available at the 
libraries at 605 Ross and Eastridge at the 

Department of Public Works (DPW) 
and leaving an address and estimate of 
the number of bags or by emailing the 
Borough at info@wilkinsburgpa.gov . 
DPW 412.244.2959. Bags will be picked up 
based on staffing availability and weather 
issues. They might not be picked up same 
day as reported. Reporting before 10 a.m. 
will improve the chance of same-day pick 
up.

• IMPORTANT: leaves can be placed 
after December 6 in your regular garbage 
collection—no more than 5 plastic bags 
under 30 lbs. each. No branches or brush 
in leaves.

cost of 5 for $1 or 25 cents each during 
library hours from October 21–December 
6. You will be asked to give your name 
and address. They are also available at 
the administration office during regular 
business hours.

• After December 6, paper leaf 
bags will be picked up by calling the 

Wilkinsburg Leaf Collection Information for Fall 2019

Fall Yard Waste
Collection

is November 16, 2019.

 Spring Yard Waste
Collection

is April 25, 2020.

[curbside collection of 
cut trees, 
branches, 

bagged leaves 
and brush]

—Clip ‘n Save—
Contact the Borough

Public Works    412.244.2923   (M-F,  8:30–4)

Police Office 
Non–Emergency: 412.244.2918  (M-F,  8-5)
Emergency:  911

Code Enforcement  412.244.2923 (M-F, 8:30–4)

Administration  412.244.2900  (M-F,  8-4:30)

Finance  412.242.7251  (M-F, 8-4:30)
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WCdC
www.wilkinsburgcdc.org

®

Developer Renovates 10 Wilkinsburg Storefronts, Attracts 
Former Michelin Star Pastry Chef, Local Business Owners

To support the WCDC, 
send a tax-deductible 
contribution to

1001 Wood St., 
Wilkinsburg, PA 15221

OR donate online at
wilkinsburgcdc.org
Thank you!

412.727.7855 
412.871.3149 (fax)

info@wilkinsburgcdc.org

A prominent baker, an elite personal 
chef for NFL athletes, and a neighborhood 
salon are among the first wave of tenants 
to mark the revitalization of downtown 
Wilkinsburg as they open their doors in 
the newly refurbished, historic storefronts 
of 1009 Wood St., located in the heart of 
Wilkinsburg’s business district.

Businesses are starting to open their 
doors this fall, marking the next chapter 
in the life of the 10-storefront structure, 
which is considered—along with the $6M+ 
Wilkinsburg Train Station and the Lohr 
Building renovation—a key piece of the 
borough’s rebirth.

Developed by Pittsburgher Brian 
Sieffert of Artemis Construction & 
Design LLC, the renovation was a priority 
project of the Wilkinsburg Community 
Development Corp. (WCDC), which 
provided a $10,000 façade grant for two 
of the storefronts, a $10,000 grant aimed 
at bringing some of the vacant units up to 
code, a $6,000 rent abatement grant, as 
well as property listings and one-on-one 
business counseling sessions with tenants.

Sieffert, who has previously invested in 
the community, envisions the 1009 Wood 
St. property as a “little village” that could 
offer cooperative space for artists on its 
second level. 

“We have so much beautiful 
architecture and design in Wilkinsburg,” 
he says. “Projects like this bring so 
much energy into the area—it’s like 
kindling. We want to be sensitive to 
keeping rents affordable and cultivating 
emerging businesses, because we love this 
community and its people. That’s what 
we’re all working for.”

“We are thrilled to welcome these 
established businesses to Wilkinsburg, 
where we know they can thrive and attract 
additional interest in our community,” 
says Tracey Evans, executive director 
of the WCDC. “These public-private 
partnerships represent a vote of confidence 
in Wilkinsburg’s viability and potential as 
a vibrant place to conduct business.”

The building includes storefronts 
on the first floor, while the second-floor 
space may ultimately house a cooperative 

workspace for artists. The project won the 
first-ever variance for a living roof in the 
borough that could grow everything from 
flowers to vegetables.

Among the tenants who will open 
their doors at the building are:

Jae Co Studio: Owner Jasmine Smith 
first had the idea of opening a commercial 
commissary-style kitchen when her own 
business as a personal chef and caterer—
Chef Jae & Co.—grew to the point where 
it was bursting at the seams. “It initially 
started as a selfish thing: I need more 
space. But as I began to look around at the 
community, I saw that other businesses 
also needed more space,” says Smith, who 
has served as the private executive chef 
for Pittsburgh Steelers Ryan Shazier and 
Javon Hargrave, J.J. Wilcox of the Atlanta 
Falcons, and Jarvis Jones of the Arizona 
Cardinals, among others. Inspired by 
some of the high-end commissary kitchens 
she saw in California, Smith’s vision is 
a kitchen that is accessible 24 hours a 
day, four days a week exclusively for food 

Newly Refurbished Building Will Help Anchor
Wilkinsburg Revitalization

The storefronts at 1009 Wood Street.

continued on page 8
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UPCOMING MEETINGS AND EVENTS

10/7 (Mon.) First Day for Students at new Turner Intermediate building.

10/11 (Fri.) 8:40 a.m. NO SCHOOL

10/15 (Tues.) Board Planning Session

10/16 (Wed.) 1:10 p.m. Early Dismissal

10/17 (Thurs.) 1st Grade Triple B Farms Field Trip

10/22 (Tues.) Board Legislative Session 

10/29 (Tuesday.) Community Grand Opening of Turner Intermediate

School District
www.wilkinsburgschools.org

Board meetings held at Wilkinsburg School Administration Building, 718 Wallace Avenue, 15221

A Message from the Superintendent of Schools—Dr. Linda Iverson

Students returned to the classroom 
on Monday, Sept. 9 and it was a great first 
day for students at both Kelly Primary and 
Turner Intermediate. 

Children in grades 2-6 started 
out their school year at the former 
Wilkinsburg High School, while we 
finished up renovations on the new 
Turner Intermediate School. The date to 
move into the newly-renovated Turner 
Intermediate is Monday, Oct. 7. 

We are excited for our students to 
experience the redesigned classroom spaces 
and look forward to continuing to expand 
our programming there in the future. 

The community is invited to join us 
for a grand opening celebration of the 
new Turner Intermediate School at 5:30 
p.m. on Tuesday, Oct. 29. Guests will be 
permitted to tour the new facility following 
the official ribbon-cutting ceremony. A 
small reception will follow. 

Also new this year are later start times 
for students, which more closely reflect 
times that are developmentally appropriate 

Turner Intermediate School and the Wilkinsburg School District extended a warm 
welcome to Dr. Joe L. Maluchnik as the new principal for Turner Intermediate School. 

Dr. Maluchnik has over 20 years of experience in public education that spans 
grades 4-12 and five school systems in Virginia and Pennsylvania. Among his most 
notable achievements is being part of a leadership team at Everett Area School District 
(Bedford County) that helped lead the district out of School Improvement status with the 
Pennsylvania Department of Education. 

He most recently served as the assistant high school principal in the Greensburg 
Salem School District and was the district administrative leader that created the 
Greensburg Salem Education Foundation, which raised over $60,000 for student and 
teacher projects and initiatives. In addition, he led the implementation of numerous 

initiatives to improve the climate and culture within the 
school and community. His unique experience utilizing 
school data helped identify specific deficiencies in the 
Math and ELA programs at the secondary level.

Dr. Maluchnik earned his bachelor’s degree in 
Education at Indiana University of Pennsylvania and 
his master’s degree in School Administration and 
Supervision from California University of Pennsylvania. 
He received his superintendent letter of eligibility from 
Gannon University and his doctoral degree in leadership 
and administration from Point Park University. 

Maluchnik joins the district for the 2019-20 school 
year with a focus on improving student growth and 
achievement by implementing a culture that promotes 
high, but attainable expectations and results from each 

stakeholder. By doing so, he hopes to not only build trust and transparency but, most 
importantly, creative and innovative learning environments. He says he is excited to have 
the opportunity to work with the outstanding and proven educational leaders in the 
district and community that strives for continued success.

Turner Intermediate Welcomes New Principal

for elementary-aged students. 
Students at both Kelly Primary and 

Turner Intermediate now begin the school 
day at 8:40 a.m. and conclude the day at 
3:20 p.m. The shift to later start times has 

gone smoothly. 
We look forward to an amazing 2019-

20 School Year, and to continuing to work 
together to ensure that Every Child, Every 
Day Matters. 

Students Return to the Classroom

New Principal, Dr. Maluchnik, 
welcomes students back to school.

Dr. Linda Iverson, school superintendent, welcomes Turner 
students back to school.
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October Library Activities

MAKE SURE YOU VOTE, from page 1
2019, to register. 

What’s on the Ballot on November 5? 
The following races are on the ballot 

this November.
>> Wilkinsburg School Board 

members (different races depending on 
what Ward you live in)

>> Wilkinsburg Borough Council races 
>> Judge of Superior Court (vote for 

not more than 2)
>> Judge of Common Pleas Court 

(Vote For One)
>> County Executive
>> County Controller
>> District Attorney
>> County Treasurer
>> Member of County Council (vote 

for not more than two)

Here are the library programs for 
October at the library’s two locations.

 Weekly Story Times—Songs, rhymes, 
stories and more! All welcome. Mondays, 
10:30 a.m., Children’s Department. 
Thursdays, 10:30 a.m., Eastridge Branch

Pumpkin Story Time—Celebrate the 
best gourd around! Songs, stories, rhymes 
and more, all about pumpkins! Saturday, 
October 19, 10:30 a.m., Children’s Dept.

Outdoor Day—The library is taking 
away the doors and going outside for 
some fun! Join them at Ferguson Park for 
relay races, activities, snacks, and more! 
Wednesday, October 16 at 3:30  p.m., 
Ferguson Park.

Pumpkin Painting—Get ready 
for Halloween by painting some real 
pumpkins! A fun new holiday tradition for 
the whole family. Thursday, October 24th 
6:30-7:30PM, Adult Library

50+ Club—Seniors in Wilkinsburg are 
invited to gather once a month for a special 
day devoted to those 50+. Coordinated 
with the help of Wilkinsburg Borough 
and local partners, each 50+ Club meeting 
provides a variety of fun and informative 
activities. Tuesday, October 8, 9:30 a.m., 

Council Chambers.
Better Choices, Better Health—Better 

Choices, Better Health (also known as 
the Chronic Disease Self-Management 
Program) helps adults manage the 
symptoms of chronic diseases, such as 
arthritis, heart disease, stroke, asthma, 
lung disease, diabetes, osteoporosis, and 
other chronic conditions. 

This evidence-based program, 
developed by Stanford University, is held 
weekly for 2 ½ hours for six weeks. At the 
end of the course, participants will be able 
to:

• Employ techniques to deal with 
isolation, frustration, fatigue, and pain

• Practice suitable exercises for 
maintaining and improving strength, 
flexibility, and endurance

• Use medications appropriately
• Communicate effectively with 

family, friends, and health professionals
• Apply healthy eating and nutrition 

tips to their diet
• Evaluate treatment options
The first session of Better Choices, 

Better Health will be October 7, 10 a.m.-
12:30 p.m. Contact the library to sign up.

it. They had gotten to know El during his 
many visits and they had watched their 
older siblings work with Dee to make his 
sculpture. 

Without hesitation they began making 

their own artwork with the blocks in the 
backyard and have continued to do so over 
the past year. For the Artist of the Year 
exhibition, Dee invited these young artists 
to share the honor and gallery with her.

Dee’s show occupies five galleries on 

the top floor of the PCA. The kids’ work is 
in one and Dee’s is in the other four.

The sculptures in the kids’ gallery 
were made by artists Deanna DeVaughn, 
Nashay Jones, Zemir Hurt-Thomas, Nalaya 
Brock, Samari McFadden, Samone (Moni) 
McFadden (pictured left).

Dee was born in Western Pennsylvania 
and raised in the northern panhandle 
of West Virginia. At the age of 18, Dee 
moved to New York City. She studied 
architecture at the City College of New 
York and earned a Master of Architecture 
degree from Yale University in 2002. 
She has taught in the schools of art and 
architecture at Carnegie Mellon University 
and exhibits nationally. 

The Pittsburgh Center for Arts & 
Media is an independent, community-
based arts organization dedicated to 
serving artists, art students and the 
broader Pittsburgh region by supporting 
the creation and recognition of 
contemporary arts. Its offerings include 
hands-on experiences, arts education for 
children and adults, equipment rentals, 
access to studio space, exhibitions, film 
screenings at the Regent Square and Harris 
theaters, artist residencies, as well as the 
sale of member artists’ works. As a hub 
for creative generation through myriad art 
forms, PCA&M embraces and promotes 
core values of inclusiveness, integrity and 
freedom of expression.

DEE BRIGGS, from page 8
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www.wilkinsburgchamber.com

Chamber of Commerce

Serving Our Community for 125 Years
Join the Chamber. Get Involved. Make an Impact.

900 Wood Street, 2nd Fl., Wilkinsburg, PA 15221
412.242.0234 info@wilkinsburgchamber

ADVERTISE
your business

here.
CONTACT ADSALES@WILKINSBURGSUN.COM

1 4 T H  N O V E M B E R   I  T H U R S D AY
7 : 4 5  -  9 : 0 0 A M

55TH ANNUAL

Thanks
WILKINSBURG

BREAKFAST

RSVP to info@wilkinsburgchamber.com
Guest Speaker: Shad Henderson,  

Neighborhood All ies

on November 14th at 7:45 a.m. for this holiday season tradition. 
We are delighted to welcome Shad Henderson, Neighborhood  
Allies, Director of Equity and Community Partnerships as our guest 
speaker. A portion of the proceeds will benefit Wilkinsburg  
Community Ministries. 
Cost for breakfast is $10/person.  
Questions? Email info@wilkinsburgchamber.com 

Join us...

900 Wood Street, 2nd Floor  •  Wilkinsburg, PA 15221  
412.242.0234  •  info@wilkinsburgchamber.com 
wilkinsburgchamber.com

SPONSORSHIP
PATRON $30 
Listing in the Program

BREAKFAST $75 
Four Breakfast Reservations; 
Listing in the Program

TABLE $200 
Eight Breakfast Reservations; 
Name Displayed at the Event; 
Listing In Program & on the 
Chamber Website

EVENT $500 
Ten Breakfast Reservations; 
Logo Featured at the Event; 
Featured Placement in 
Program & on the Chamber 
Website; Business Materials 
Displayed At Check-In
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BULK SALE! Oct. 20tH 
25% off bulk food & herbs

1009 WOOD STREET, from page 4

The Pittsburgh Center for Arts & Media 
announced Wilkinsburg’s Dee Briggs as this year’s 
Artist of the Year. Her exhibit at the Center is on 
view through November 3.

The exhibit will include aspects of the most 
recent projects by Dee Briggs that reflect her 
commitment to her community of Wilkinsburg, her 
public art work, as well as her smaller gallery sized 
sculptures from the last three years. 

During the summer of 2018, Briggs was asked 
to collaborate with El Anatsui on the design and 
fabrication of his large-scale artwork for the 57th 
Carnegie International. 

After the project was completed and had been 
installed at the museum, a large amount of foam 
blocking was left in the backyard of her studio. Dee 
was at a loss for what to do with all of the foam. But 
the neighborhood kids who had been too young to 
work on El’s project knew exactly what to do with 

Dee Briggs: Pittsburgh Center 
for Arts’ Artist of the Year

Dee Briggs in the yard of her home and studio in Wilkinsburg.
continued on page 6

production by private chefs and caterers 
who want to grow their businesses in a 
controlled environment with an aesthetic 
that supersedes church kitchens and 
other spaces they currently use for food 
preparation. On the other three days of the 
week, the space will serve as a full-service 
venue where customers can host events 
with approved caterers and vendors in an 
elevated décor featuring rose gold, copper, 
and marble, the keynote elements in 
Smith’s brand.

Confections By Casey Renee: 
The former pastry chef at Michelin-starred 
restaurants in New York City as well as 
Pittsburgh’s Ace Hotel, Casey Renee 
branched out on her own in 2018 and now 
provides wholesale pastries to businesses as 
well as weddings and other celebrations. Her 
product lines include gluten-free and vegan 
pastries, which she plans to expand. At 1009 
Wood St., she plans to open a commissary 
kitchen space where she can create products 
for her wholesale business, as well as a pickup 
location for online orders and space for client 
meetings and wedding consultations. Casey 
was searching for an affordable space that 
she could customize that also offered easy 

access for delivery to Pittsburgh. She learned 
about the newly available storefront when she 
catered a high tea for Mother’s Day and met 
developer Brian Sieffert. “The timing was 
perfect,” she says. “There’s so much potential. 
There’s a lot of vibrancy and community in 
Wilkinsburg, and I wanted to be a part of 
that.”

Tiffany’s On Wood: Kayla Lee 
opened this salon three blocks away in 
July 2016. Since then, the business has 
grown substantially, prompting her to 
search for a larger space. Gordon Manker, 
business development specialist for the 
WCDC, pointed Lee 
toward 1009 Wood 
St., where she hopes 
to relocate by October 
and double the size 
of her staff, offering 
a full array of beauty 
services from hair 
styling to makeup, 
eyelash extensions, 
and waxing. Lee, a 
lifetime Wilkinsburg 
resident, landed her 
first paying client 
when she was 11 

years old. After earning college degrees 
in accounting and business management, 
she obtained her cosmetology license and 
applied her skill sets to opening her own 
salon.

in addition to these tenants, a pop-
up business has committed to occupying 
space at 1009 Wood St. from Oct. 1 to 
Dec. 31: Green Empress, which specializes 
in African imports.

Additional space is available within 
the property, including room for a dining 
space that takes advantage of a wall of 
windows facing Wallace Street.


