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What Is on the Ballot this Election?—See page 6 

At a Princeton Park Block Club 
meeting on September 26, Chatham 
University representatives gave updates 
on the $3.8 million renovation of 
Wilkinburg’s Graham Field. The field is 
slated to be ready by spring 2020.

Representative listened to concerns 
and answered questions at the meeting.
Here are some highlights:

• The new field will have artificial 
turf, LED field lighting, a digital 
scoreboard, a press box, and renovated 
locker rooms and grandstand.

• Chatham has a 100-year lease on the 

property from the school district for their 
university’s lacrosse and soccer teams.

• Chatham plans to continue to keep 
the field available to the community for 
football and other youth programs, as well 
as neighborhood walkers.

• Sports team schedules will be posted 
on Chatham Athletics’ website at www.
gochathamcougars.com.

• Parking within the field’s gates will 
be expanded to include as many as 50 cars.

• Chatham representatives said 
that they would work with Wilkinsburg 
Borough and renters to encourage 

observance of legal parking and the 
cleanup of trash on game days.

• New restroom accommodations 
are planned to be part of the renovations, 
using the old maintenance building on the 
property.

• Significant “green” efforts have 
been made to ensure new, proper 
drainage of the field and avoid run-off to 
neighborhood housing. This includes a 
conservation area with a pond to capture 
drainage.

• Questions about this project can be 
addressed to afc@chatham.edu.

Chatham University’s artist’s rendering of the new Graham Field.

Details about Graham Field Renovation Unveiled
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The Wilkinsburg Sun is a free  
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volunteer Wilkinsburg Community Newsletter 
Board, with the support of the Wilkinsburg 
Borough, the Wilkinsburg School District, 

the Wilkinsburg Chamber of Commerce and 
the Wilkinsburg Community Development 

Corporation. The Sun is printed by Knepper Press. 

Please submit all articles and calendar 
events to: editor@wilkinsburgsun.com,  

or by mail, P.O. Box 86064, Wilkinsburg, 
PA 15221. Please submit articles 5 weeks 

before publication and  
calendar events 3 weeks before  

publication. To advertise,  
e-mail adsales@wilkinsburgsun.com,  

or call 412.680.1381. The Sun accepts 
submitted articles provided they are related 

to Wilkinsburg and are civic-minded. The 
Sun reserves the right to withhold articles 
from print. Please note that The Sun does 

not publish political or opinion pieces.

Sign up to receive The Sun 
by email at eepurl.com/v0iBP 
and friend us on Facebook.

Santa Open House
 On Saturday, December 14 from 1–4 

p.m., the Christian Church of Wilkinsburg 
will be holding 
an open house 
for the families 
of Wilkinsburg.

The first 
40 families 
receive a 

free photograph with Santa Claus, while 
the children enjoy carnival games and a 
selection of free prizes.

Historic Buildings Presentation
The Wilkinsburg Historical Society 

invites the public to see “Images 
of Change, Historic Buildings and 
Landmarks in Wilkinsburg” on Monday 
evening at 7:30, November 18, at South 
Avenue United Methodist Church. 

This photo presentation will 
feature numerous views of the current 
Wilkinsburg Renaissance. See what’s 
happening with historic structures in the 
borough. This slide show will include 
many of the significant buildings that 
are experiencing major change. Many 
businesses and organizations are viewing 
Wilkinsburg as a great place to put down 
roots and invest. 

Doors open at 7 p.m. at the Ross 
Avenue entrance of the church. Invite 
anyone interested to this free meeting.

Safety for Houses of Worship
On Tuesday evening, October 29, the 

Wilkinsburg Police Department offered 
a safety and security seminar for all 

congregations in Wilkinsburg and beyond 
at the Borough Building. Refreshments 
were served by the Wilkinsburg Sanctuary 
Project for Peace. 

All congregations are urged to 
schedule a personal threat assessment for 
their building and ministry with the police 
department.

Third Annual Gun Buy Back
For the third year, the Wilkinsburg 

Police Department in partnership with the 
Wilkinsburg Sanctuary Project for Peace 
is holding a gun buy back on Saturday, 
November 16, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

All who surrender a handgun will 
receive a $50 gift certificate to Giant Eagle. 
Rifles surrenders will be compensted with 
a $25 gift certificate. 
Ammunition will 
be collected for free. 
Given the tremendous 
response last year, it 
is recommended that 
you come early.

Postpartum 
Mothers Study

Postpartum 
Mothers Mobile Study (PMOMS) is a 
research study designed to understand 
factors associated with racial disparities 
in health and weight change during 
and after pregnancy. Participants visit 
Magee Womens Hospital for two study 
visits, complete daily surveys, and weigh 
themselves weekly.

Study participation is for up to 18 
months, until about 1-year after delivery. 

For completing 
surveys and weigh-
ins, participants 
may receive $35 
per month or use 
of a smartphone. 
They also receive 
up to $35 in 
compensation for 
completing study 
visits at Magee. For 
more information, 
contact PMOMS 
at 412.624.3029 
at Pitt’s Graduate 

1789 S. Braddock Ave.
Suite 410
Pittsburgh 15218

metrofamilypratice.org
412.247.2310

WHOLE People. ALL People.

School of Public Health with Dara 
Mendez, Ph.D.

“Sleeping Beauties” Research Study
A research study on the effect social 

media has on sleep is looking for African-
American girls ages 11-14. Two 45-minute 
visits are required. Mothers will  be 
compensated $25; daughters $30.

For more information, contact Dr. 
Willa Doswell at 412.624.8977 at the 
University of Pittsburgh School of Nursing.
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UPCOMING MEETINGS

11/4 (Mon.) 6:30 p.m. Social Media & Promotion Committee, 2nd floor

11/5 (Tues.) 6 p.m. Planning Commission, 2nd floor

11/6 (Wed.) 7 p.m. Council Work Session, 2nd floor

11/12 (Tues.) 4:30 p.m. Budget and Finance Committee, 1st floor

11/12 (Tues.) 6 p.m. Library Board, 2nd floor

11/13 (Wed. 6 p.m. Business Outreach and Jobs Development, 2nd floor

11/14 (Thurs.) 10 a.m. Policy & Procedure Committee, 1st floor

11/14 (Thurs.) 6 p.m. Wilkinsburg Arts Advisory Board, 2nd floor

11/18 (Mon.) 4 p.m. Public Safety Committee, 1st floor

11/19 (Tues.) 6:30 p.m. Shade Tree Advisory Committee, 1st floor

11/20 (Wed.) 7 p.m. Council Legislative Session, 2nd floor

11/21 (Thurs.) 10 a.m. Personnel Committee, 1st floor

11/21 (Thurs.) 5:30 p.m. Parks & Recreation Advisory Board, 1st floor

11/21 (Thurs.) 6:30 p.m. Constituent Service & Special Events Commitee, 2nd floor

11/25 (Mon.) 5:30 p.m. Joint Tax Committee, 2nd floor

11/27 (Wed.) 5:30 p.m. Blight and Capital Planning Committee , 2nd floor

12/2 (Mon.) 6:30 p.m. Social Media & Promotion Committee, 2nd floor

12/3 (Tues.) 6 p.m. Planning Commission, 2nd floor

12/4 (Wed.) 7 p.m. Council Work Session, 2nd floor

12/9 (Mon.) 4:30 p.m. Budget and Finance Committee, 1st floor

WilkinsBurg Borough
www.wilkinsburgpa.gov

News from the Borough

Fall Yard Waste
Collection

is November 16, 2019.

 Spring Yard Waste
Collection

is April 25, 2020.

[curbside collection of cut trees, 
branches, bagged leaves 

and brush]

Paint Your Own House Address
The fire department wants to be able 

to see residents’ house numbers from the 
street in case of emergency calls to that 

address. 
If your house number is 

not visible from the street, 
the Borough and Lively 
Pittsburgh© would like to 
furnish you with white or black 
paint appropriate for your 
house to paint your own house 
address.

Pickup paint and brushes in the 
Wilkinsburg Borough Building at 605 Ross 
Avenue, 2nd Floor Council Chambers, 
between 11 a.m. and 1 p.m. on Saturdays, 
November 9, 23 and December 7 and 21.

 For questions, call 412.244.2906
-

Restroom Renovations
The 2nd floor restroom renovations in 

the Borough Building have started. Please 

be patient as they 
work to improve 
these facilities for 
the public.

New Code 
Enforcement 
Location

The 
Administrative and 
Code Enforcement 
offices have settled 
into their new 
locations. Code 
Enforcement can 
now be found on 
the 2nd floor, just 
down the hall from the adult library. The 
administrative offices are still located on 
the first floor.

New Leaf Collection Policy
Please be aware of the new leaf 

collection rules in effect. Big leaf bags are 
being sold at both of our library locations. 
Go to www.wilkinsburgpa.gov/leaf for 
more information.

Ardmore Wall Construction
The Ardmore wall project is nearing 

completion and estimated to be done 
around the time The Sun goes to print. The 
Ardmore Linear Park project is on hold, 
however. More to come later.

Borough Offices Closed November 7
The Borough of Wilkinsburg offices 

will close on Thursday, November 7, for a 
Safety Day where employees will undergo 
fire drill, First Aid/CPR training, and 
active shooter training. Normal business 
hours will resume on Friday, November 8.

All meetings are in the Borough Building at 605 Ross Ave.

Newly remodeled administrative offices at Borough Building.
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WCdC
www.wilkinsburgcdc.org

®

To support the WCDC, 
send a tax-deductible 
contribution to

1001 Wood St., 
Wilkinsburg, PA 15221

OR donate online at
wilkinsburgcdc.org
Thank you!

412.727.7855 
412.871.3149 (fax)

info@wilkinsburgcdc.org

The Wilkinsburg 
Community Development 
Corporation (WCDC) 
actively promotes the 
revitalization of our 
historic and vibrant 
community of Wilkinsburg. 
This fall they have 
welcomed three new board 
members.

Leslie G. Ledbetter-
Patterson

Originally from Masury, Ohio, Leslie 
moved to Pittsburgh in 1978 and began 
her career with what is now PNC Bank 
as a teller, eventually serving as branch 
manager for several branches before 
retiring from PNC in 2015. Some of the 
first meetings of the WCDC were held at 
the bank’s Wilkinsburg branch when she 
was its manager. 

In addition to her professional career, 
Leslie is a member and past president of 
the East Liberty and Wilkinsburg Rotary; 
a board member and past president of the 
WCDC; a Girl Scout leader; a member 
of Deliverance Baptist Church; and she 
has served as the bookkeeper for White 
Memorial Chapel since 2005.

A resident of Wilkinsburg for 37 years, 
Leslie is eager to see the community —
particularly the business district—grow into 
a destination for people to visit, shop, and 

dine.

Stefani Smith
Having worked in 

Wilkinsburg for five years at 
the First National Bank of 
Pittsburgh, where she is now 
the branch manager, Stefani 
Smith is deeply invested in 
the revival of the borough’s 
business community. A 
resident of New Kensington, 
Smith’s day-to-day focus is 
improving financial literacy 
and business development 
within Wilkinsburg, with the goal of 
creating a vibrant commercial corridor.

Stefani is a member of the 
Wilkinsburg-Regent Square Rotary, and 
served as its president until July 2019. 
She is currently the vice president of the 
Wilkinsburg Chamber of Commerce. 

She is pursuing a degree 
in human resource 
management from Strayer 
University.

Bud Wise
Born and raised 

in Wilkinsburg, Bud 
is a 1965 graduate of 
Wilkinsburg High 
School and chaired the 
Wilkinsburg Train Station 
alumni committee. 
He earned a B.A. in 
psychology from Ohio 

WCDC Announces Three New Board Members
University in 1969 and an MBA from 
the University of Pittsburgh in 1973. He 
retired in 2010 from PPG Industries after 
31 years of service, serving the last 10 as 
the leader of the global Human Resource 
function. 

Previously, Bud was a faculty member 
in the Economic and Business Department 
of Juniata College for seven years. In 
addition to his work for the WCDC, 
Bud is a trustee for Juniata College, an 
emeritus board member for Deer Valley 
YMCA Family Camp, and chairs multiple 
committees at South Avenue United 
Methodist Church in Wilkinsburg. 

Leslie G. Ledbetter-Patterson

Stefani Smith

Bud Wise
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UPCOMING MEETINGS AND EVENTS

11/8 (Fri.) End of First 9 Weeks Grading Period.

11/11 (Mon.) 8:40 a.m. NO SCHOOL for students (Veterans Day)

11/12 (Tues.) NO SCHOOL (Parent–Teacher Conference Day)

11/19 (Tues.) 7 p.m. School Board Planning Meeting

11/20 (Wed.) 1:10 p.m. Early Dismissal

11/26 (Tues.) 1st Grade Field Trip to PSO 

11/27 (Wed.) 2:20 p.m Early Dismissal

11/28-29 (Thurs.–Fri) Thanksgiving Break

School District
www.wilkinsburgschools.org

Board meetings held at Wilkinsburg School Administration Building, 718 Wallace Avenue, 15221

A Message from the Superintendent of Schools—Dr. Linda Iverson

Students Return to Renovated Turner
Dear Families, 
I am pleased to share that the newly-

renovated Turner Intermediate School 
opened its doors to students in grades 2-6 
on Wednesday, October 9. 

I would like to thank our families for 
their patience as we worked out the final 
details at the new Turner. 
Students in grades 2-6 
spent their first day 
in the new Turner on 
Oct. 9, with everything 
progressing as expected. 
Students were amazed by 
their new school, offering 
comments such as “This 
is a dream come true!” 
and “Somebody pinch 
me!” 

Renovations to 
the building included 
updates to the central 
heating, cooling, 
plumbing, lighting 
and security systems. New windows, 
doors, ceilings and floors were installed. 
Existing masonry was repaired or 
replaced. With the changes made to the 
building’s infrastructure, Turner also 
will now better meet the Americans with 
Disabilities Act (ADA). 

New furniture and classroom 
designs were included in the renovations. 
Classrooms options based upon grade 
level.  Rather than standard desks and 
chairs, students are given the option of 
using “flex-space” seating in connection 
with 21st century learning.  By utilizing 
more non-traditional seating options 
and classroom configurations, teachers 
have the ability to deliver lessons in 
a workspace that is based upon the 
activity at hand.  Research has shown 
that students learn best, retain the most 
information and feel empowered by 
having some degree of choice and control 
over their environment.  

Dedicated space was also planned for 

the renovation of the physical education 
gymnasium and special education 
classrooms and expansion of the music, 
art and band classrooms.  A Science, 
Technology, Engineering, Arts, Math 
(STEAM) lab will encourage innovation 
and collaboration. 

Editor’s Note: As we go to press, the Grand 
Opening for the community of the newly 
renovated Turner Intermediate School has been 
changed from October 29 to November 20.

The Grand Opening will be at the Turner 
Intermediate building  at 1833 Laketon Road 

from 5:30-7:30 p.m. A reception will 
follow.
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Question: Shall the Pennsylvania 
Constitution be amended to grant certain 
rights to crime victims, including to be 
treated with fairness, respect, and dignity; 
considering their safety in bail proceedings; 
timely notice and opportunity to take part 
in public proceedings; reasonable protection 
from the accused; right to refuse discovery 
requests made by the accused; restitution 
and return of property; proceedings free 
from delay; and to be informed of the 
rights, so they can enforce them?

Explained by League of Women Voters

Marsy’s Law will alter the state 
constitution to significantly expand rights 
to victims, and in some cases victims’ 
families or relatives directly harmed by an 
accused. Marsy’s Law is named after Marsy 
Nicholas, a woman stalked and killed by 
her ex-boyfriend in 1983. One week after 
her death, her mother and brother, Henry, 
walked into a grocery store where they saw 
the accused murderer. The family had no 
idea that he had been released on bail. Her 
brother, Dr. Henry T. Nicholas, a billionaire 
from California, is the key backer and 
proponent of Marsy’s Law. 

The “Marsy’s Law for all” campaign 
seeks through ballot measures to enshrine 
in state constitutions a set of victims’ rights 
laws, like that proposed in Pennsylvania. 
The campaign’s goal is to pass this in every 
state constitution and then to amend the 
U.S. Constitution to include victims’ rights. 
Nearly $850,000 has been spent lobbying 
in Pennsylvania since December 2017. 
Nationwide, since the first Marsy’s Law 

passed by ballot measure in California in 
2008, $102.26M has been spent. Of this, 
Dr. Nicholas contributed about 97%.

Pennsylvania has existing statutory 
laws supporting crime victims, specifically 
the Crime Victims Act of 1998. Marsy’s 
Law would go further altering the state 
constitution to expand existing statutory 
rights to ensure that crime victims and 
their families have a meaningful role 
throughout criminal and juvenile justice 
systems; provide crime victims with specific 
constitutional rights, including the right to 
be treated with fairness and respect for the 
victim’s safety, dignity, and privacy; to be 
notified about and present at proceedings; 
to be heard at proceedings involving release, 
plea, sentencing, disposition, or parole of 
the accused; to a prompt conclusion of 
the case; to reasonable protection from 
the accused or those acting on behalf of 
the accused; to be notified about release 
or escape of the accused; to refuse an 
interview, deposition or discovery at the 
request of the accused; and full and timely 
restitution from the individual or entity 
convicted of the criminal offense.

Marsy’s Law is premised on the notion 
that victims should have “equal rights” 
to defendants yet the U.S. Constitution 
and all 50 state constitutions guarantee 
defendants’ rights because they are rights 
against the state, not because defendants are 
valued more than victims and their families. 
Defendants’ rights only apply when the state 
is attempting to deprive the accused—not 
the victim—of life, liberty, or property. They 
serve as essential checks against government 

abuse, preventing the government from 
arresting and imprisoning anyone, for any 
reason, at any time.

Marsy’s Law initiatives started in 
California and doubled from 6, to 12 
passed, in 2018. However, many states’ 
legislatures have not passed Marsy’s Law 
or it was overturned as unconstitutional or 
improper after was passed into law.
Pros 

• This proposed amendment will 
increase the legal rights and privileges of 
victims and their families.

• It will ensure victims and their 
families are informed when the accused 
offender is released from custody.

• It will require crime victims be 
informed of their rights.

• It will protect victims and their 
families from the accused, or from those 
assisting the accused.
Cons

• The amendment would override state 
law, eliminating judges’ abilities to weigh 
the rights of victims and defendants.

• The amendment would alter nine 
existing provisions of the constitution 
without submitting each constitutional 
change separately as a ballot question as 
required by the PA Supreme Court.

• Victims are already protected by the 
PA Crime Victims Act of 1998.

• Victims could refuse to be 
interviewed or to turn over pertinent 
evidence or testimony.

• Passage would create additional costs 
and needs on law enforcement, courts and 
government officials

All Wards
PA Superior Court Judge (choose 2)
Daniel McCaffery  (D) 
Amanda Green-Hawkins (D) 
Megan McCarthy King (R)
Christylee Peck (R)

County Chief Executive
Rich Fitzgerald (D) 
Matt Drozd (R)

What Is on the Ballot in this Month’s Election?
County Controller
Brooke D. Nadonley (R)
Chelsa Wagner (D)

County Treasurer
John K Weinstein (D)

District Attorney
Lisa Middleman (I)
Stephen A. Zappala jr. (D)

Member County Council At-Large
Samuel DeMarco, III (R)
Bethany Hallam (D)

Member of County Council District 10
DeWitt Walton (D)

Judge of Court of Common Pleas
Mary McGinley (D, R)

Also on Ballot: Proposed Amendment to the Constitution of Pennsylvania

continued on page 8
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Don’t Miss November Library Activities
Here are the library programs for 

November at the two locations: Main and 
Eastridge.

Please note that story times are on 
hiatus until further notice. Stay tuned for 
updated information.

Steel City Gamerz—Get your 
game on with Steel City Gamerz and 
the state of the art video game truck! 
Filled with all your favorite console 
sand games,play your old favorites or try 
something new! All games are rated E for 
Everyone. Recommended for ages 6 and 
up.Wednesday November 13, 5-7 p.m., 
Borough Building

One World, One Sky: Big Bird’s 
Adventure—Come celebrate Sesame 
Street’s 50th birthday with an exciting 
show in a portable planetarium presented 
by the Carnegie Science Center.

Elmo and his friend, HuHu Zhu, a 
Muppet from the Chinese co-production 
of Sesame Street®, go on an exciting trip 
to discover the Sun, Moon, and stars. 

At the end of the show, Big Bird, 
Elmo, and Hu Hu Zhu pick a friendship 
star to celebrate the idea that even though 
they live in two different countries, they 
still share the same sky. 

Recommended for preschool through 
second grade. Monday, November 18, 6:30 
p.m., Wilkinsburg Council Chambers

50+ Club—Seniors in Wilkinsburg 
are invited to join us once a month 
for a special day devoted to those 50+. 
Coordinated with the help of Wilkinsburg 
Borough and local partners, each 50+ 

Club meeting provides a variety of fun and 
informative activities. Second Tuesday of 
the month. Tuesday, November 12, 9:30 
a.m., Council Chambers

Civil Rights Discussion: 1954 
to Present—Local educator Vince Neal 
returns with a continuation of the history 
of the Civil Rights Movement in the 

The Second Annual Evening of Sparkle featured musicians from the Pittsburgh Symphony Orchestra 
Sting Quintet event, including Soprano Charlene Canty and a prelude with Lwanga Trio. The 
evening at the Eastridge Library auditorium was brought to Wilkinsburg by Hilltop Block Watch and 
was reported to fill both young and old with positive energy and smiles.

Local color
Farmers market fresh, every day.

7516 Meade Street, Pittsburgh, PA 15208 . www.eastendfood.coop . 412-242-3598

United States. Saturday, November 2, 2:30 
p.m., Council Chambers

Free Antique Evaluations—Jeffrey 
Poole, a local antiques expert, will be 
on hand to give free appraisals of your 
antiques.Find out what that painting or 
teapot is really worth! Thursday, November 
14, 6:30-7:30 p.m., Eastridge Branch
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1 4 T H  N O V E M B E R   I  T H U R S D AY
7 : 4 5  -  9 : 0 0 A M

55TH ANNUAL

Thanks
WILKINSBURG

BREAKFAST

RSVP to info@wilkinsburgchamber.com
Guest Speaker: Shad Henderson,  

Neighborhood All ies

on November 14th at 7:45 a.m. for this holiday season tradition. 
We are delighted to welcome Shad Henderson, Neighborhood  
Allies, Director of Equity and Community Partnerships as our guest 
speaker. A portion of the proceeds will benefit Wilkinsburg  
Community Ministries. 
Cost for breakfast is $10/person.  
Questions? Email info@wilkinsburgchamber.com 

Join us...

900 Wood Street, 2nd Floor  •  Wilkinsburg, PA 15221  
412.242.0234  •  info@wilkinsburgchamber.com 
wilkinsburgchamber.com

SPONSORSHIP
PATRON $30 
Listing in the Program

BREAKFAST $75 
Four Breakfast Reservations; 
Listing in the Program

TABLE $200 
Eight Breakfast Reservations; 
Name Displayed at the Event; 
Listing In Program & on the 
Chamber Website

EVENT $500 
Ten Breakfast Reservations; 
Logo Featured at the Event; 
Featured Placement in 
Program & on the Chamber 
Website; Business Materials 
Displayed At Check-In

www.wilkinsburgchamber.com

Chamber of Commerce

WARD 1
Borough of Wilkinsburg Member of 
Council (2-year term)
Ian Petrulli (D)

WARD 2
Borough of Wilkinsburg Member of 
Council (4-year term)
Ariel Houghton (D)

Borough of Wilkinsburg Member of 
Council (2-year term)
Ariel Houghton (D)

WARD 3
Borough of Wilkinsburg Member of 
Council (4-year term)
Denise Edwards (D)
Mark Taiani (R)

WHAT’S ON THE BALLOT?, from page 6

Wilkinsburg School Director (choose 5)
W. Dennis Bossick (D,R)
Dontae Comans (D,R)
Monica Lee Garcia (D,R)
Michael Johnson (D)
Damian Kearney (R)
Eric Steadle (D, R) 

Superior Court Retention Question #1
Shall Anne E. Lazarus be retained 
for an additional term as Judge of the 
Superior Court of the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania? 

Superior Court Retention Question #2
Shall Judy Olson be retained for an 
additional term as Judge of the Superior 

Court of the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania? 

Commonwealth Court Retention 
Question #1
Shall Kevin Brobson be retained 
for an additional term as Judge 
of Commonwealth Court of the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania? 

Commonwealth Court Retention 
Question #2
Shall Patricia A. McCuullough be 
retained for an additional term as 
Judge of Commonwealth Court of the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania? 


