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This year marks the 19th year of 
the Wilkinsburg School District music 
department’s collaboration with Carnegie 
Mellon University and Pittsburgh Public 
Schools. Since July of 2001, they have 
participated in a unique Urban Music 
Grant.

On November 7, fifth grade students 
at Turner Intermediate attended a field 
trip to the Carnegie Museum of Natural 
History. This unique event culminated 
in a concert in the Carnegie Music Hall 
that gave Wilkinsburg instrumental music 
students the opportunity to play side by 
side with the River City Brass Band.

Also, under the direction of Shawn 
van Mastrigt, several students from 
Wilkinsburg and PPS were able to form a 
collaborative World Drumming Ensemble 

Turner Plays at Carnegie, Forms Drum Ensemble

continued on page 5

Wilkinsburg Police 
Department 
welcomed Officer 
Stanga back from 
K9 training in 
November. The 
newest recruit, 
Titan, joins K9 
officers Rico and 
Mako. Now all 
police shifts have 
K9 coverage.
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The Wilkinsburg Sun is a free  
monthly community newsletter published by the 

volunteer Wilkinsburg Community Newsletter 
Board, with the support of the Wilkinsburg 
Borough, the Wilkinsburg School District, 

the Wilkinsburg Chamber of Commerce and 
the Wilkinsburg Community Development 

Corporation. The Sun is printed by Knepper Press. 

Please submit all articles and calendar 
events to: editor@wilkinsburgsun.com,  

or by mail, P.O. Box 86064, Wilkinsburg, 
PA 15221. Please submit articles 5 weeks 

before publication and  
calendar events 3 weeks before  

publication. To advertise,  
e-mail adsales@wilkinsburgsun.com,  

or call 412.680.1381. The Sun accepts 
submitted articles provided they are related 

to Wilkinsburg and are civic-minded. The 
Sun reserves the right to withhold articles 
from print. Please note that The Sun does 

not publish political or opinion pieces.

Sign up to receive The Sun 
by email at eepurl.com/v0iBP 
and friend us on Facebook.

MLK Jr. Day
A community luncheon will be held 

at noon on Monday, January 20, at the 
Christian Church of Wilkinsburg, 748 
Wallace Avenue, across 
from former Wilkinsburg 
High School.

An interfaith prayer 
vigil will follow at 1 p.m.

Participants can bring donations 
of canned food for the Wilkinsburg 
Community Ministry food pantry or 
gloves, hats, or hygiene products for 
Wilkinsburg school students.

The event is sponsored by the 
Wilkinsburg Sanctuary Project for Peace. 
Contaact pastorjanethb@gmail for more 
information.

Historical Society Information
The Wilkinsburg Historical Society 

has a website to share more information 
about the history of Wilkinsburg. Visit at 
wilkinsburghistory.wordpress.com

You can  join the historical society  for 
$20 for an individual membership, $35 for 
a family, and $10 for a student or associate 
membership (for out of towners who 
usually can’t attend meetings) 

Check out the “GoFundMe Lincoln 
Statue for Wilkinsburg” online to see how 
you can contribute to a new bronze statue 
for Wilkinsburg. 

You may also send a donation towards 
a new Lincoln Statue directly to the 
Wilkinsburg Historical Society, PO Box 
17252, Pittsburgh, PA 15235.

Winter Shelter Services
In partnership with the Allegheny 

County Department of Human Services 
and the Smithfield United Church of 
Christ, Pittsburgh Mercy’s Operation 
Safety Net has announced that the 
Winter Shelter for persons experiencing 
homelessness is open every night from 
7 p.m. to 7 a.m.

Smithfield UCC is actively working 
through the final stages of securing the 
appropriate permits for use of the church 
space at 620 Smithfield Street, Pittsburgh, 
PA 15222 (downtown).

Winter Shelter services include a 
warm, dry place to sleep; a hot meal served 
nightly; access to showers and laundry 
facilities; basic health care with options 
to begin primary care; homelessness 
diversion and housing-ready services (for 
persons who are experiencing chronic 
homelessness); benefits and service 
coordination; care management services; 
veteran services; winter clothing; and 
information and referrals to essential 
human services.

Fair Trade Sale December 7–8
St. James in Wilkinsburg is helping to 

organize a fair trade sale on Saturday and 
Sunday,  December 7-8, along with the 
Catholic Community of the East End of 
Pittsburgh (CCEEP.

The fair, in the St. Bede School 
cafeteria, 6920 Edgerton Avenue in Point 
Breeze, will sell an array of distinctive 
handcrafted and homegrown goods from 
global artisans and farmers, including 

organic coffee from 
Peru, imported 
chocolates from 
Ghana, cocoa from 
Mexico infused 
with chili peppers, 
Nativity sets crafted 
from recycled oil 
drums by a Haitian 
artist, exquisite 
jewelry, silk scarves, 
pottery, and baskets. 

Purchases 
empower global 
artisans living in 

1789 S. Braddock Ave.
Suite 410
Pittsburgh 15218

metrofamilypratice.org
412.247.2310

WHOLE People. ALL People.

marginalized communities.
Sponsored by the CCEEP Social 

Ministries and Community Outreach 
Committee, the annual fair benefits the 
artisans. “This annual fair trade event 
gives witness to these values that we are 
cultivating in our parish and broader 
community,” said Anne Scheuermann, 
CCEEP Social Ministries and Community 
Outreach Coordinator.

The hours are 4–7 p.m. on Saturday 
and 8 a.m.–1 p.m.Admission is free.For 
more information, call 412.661.7222.

MLK
DAY
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UPCOMING MEETINGS

11/27 (Wed.) 5:30 p.m. Blight and Capital Planning Committee , 2nd floor

12/2 (Mon.) 6:30 p.m. Social Media & Promotion Committee, 2nd floor

12/3 (Tues.) 6 p.m. Planning Commission, 2nd floor

12/4 (Wed.) 7 p.m. Council Work Session, 2nd floor

12/9 (Mon.) 4:30 p.m. Budget and Finance Committee, 1st floor

12/11 (Wed.) 6 p.m. Business Outreach and Jobs Development

12/12 (Thurs.) 10 a.m. Policy & Procedure Committee,, 1st floor

12/12 (Thurs.) 6 p.m. Wilkinsburg Arts Advisory Board,, 2nd floor

12/16 (Mon.) 4 p.m. Public Safety Committee, 1st floor

12/17 (Tues.) 6:30 p.m. Shade Tree Advisory Committee, 1st floor

12/18 (Wed.) 7 p.m. Council Legislative Session, 2nd  floor

12/19 (Thurs.) 10 a.m. Personnel Committee, 1st floor

12/19 (Thurs.) 4 p.m. Constituent Service & Special Events Committee, 2nd floor

12/19 (Thurs.) 5:30 p.m. Parks & Recreation Advisory Board, 1st floor

12/30 (Mon.) 5:30 p.m. Joint Tax Committee, 2nd floor

TBA Blight and Capital Planning Committee

TBA Library  Board

WilkinsBurg Borough
www.wilkinsburgpa.gov

Wilkinsburg Has Big 2019, and 2020 Is Looking Bright

All meetings are in the Borough Building at 605 Ross Ave.

The Borough of Wilkinsburg had 
numerous projects launched in 2019. The 
year started with the Grand Opening of 
the Park Avenue Park, which had more 
than $250,000 in improvements, including 
new sidewalks, water fountain, green space, 
entrances and chess tables. 

A Transportation Study, started 
in 2018, was completed in early 2019. It 
looked at needs in the community and 
had an extensive public input process. 
The final TRID Study (Transportation 
Revitalization Investment District) looks at 
what improvement could take place using 
tax dollars captured from possible future 
investment.

The Borough received its annual 
Banner Community Award from 
Allegheny County for Excellence in Local 
Government. Hosting events like Local 
Government Week, clean up days and 
Student Government Day. The Borough 
council and mayor continue to strive to 
provide improved service to residents in all 
areas of government. 

2019 also saw the demolitions of 
dozens of blighted properties including 
several along the Ardmore Wall. The $1 
million dollar improvement project is near 
completion at this time. New sidewalks, 
lighting, and a refurbished wall are a part 
of phase one. Phase two 
will include landscaping, 
a welcome wall, and other 
aesthetic improvement to 
better welcome people to 
the Borough.

A rain garden was 
placed in the Nancy’s 
Parking lot (South Ave.) 
to better capture water in 
the lot. 

The Borough 
Building at 605 Ross 
Avenue has seen major improvements as 
well. Remodeling of the nearly 100-year-old 
building included renovations of the fire 
department area, code enforcement and 
administrative offices. 

Near the end of the year, Whitney 

Park also had improvements with 
new sidewalks, retaining wall, parking 
lot, basketball court and playground 
equipment. 

Our senior program continued 
in 2019. Senior activities are held the 

second Tuesday of 
each month. Many of 
the Borough’s over-55 
residents participated. A 
weekly drum circle group 
has emerged and offers 
an interesting Saturday 
activity for residents. 

Three new K-9 
officers joined the police 
force over the last year and 
are adding an additional 
asset for our officers. 

Our summer recreation program, 
in cooperation with the school district, 
continued for the third year and was a 
success once again. 

Certainly, the opening of the newly 
remodeled Turner Intermediate by the 

school district is a major improvement for 
our community in 2019 as well. 

2020 promises to bring even more 
good news. Wood Street between Penn 
and Franklin will be made two-way to 
allow for better traffic flow through 
downtown and encourage investment in 
that area. 

The Lohr Building renovations, 
Chatham University investment at 
Graham Field, Train Station completion, 
West Street, The Hunter Building, Saf 
Stor Storage and Wood Street storefronts 
are just some of the outside investment 

continued on page 6
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WCdC
www.wilkinsburgcdc.org

®

To support the WCDC, 
send a tax-deductible 
contribution to

1001 Wood St., 
Wilkinsburg, PA 15221

OR donate online at
wilkinsburgcdc.org
Thank you!

412.727.7855 
412.871.3149 (fax)

info@wilkinsburgcdc.org

Workshop Helps Wilkinsburg Entrepreneurs Follow Their Dreams
Launching, expanding or relocating 

a business can be intimidating to even a 
seasoned entrepreneur. For those who are 
new to business ownership, the task can be 
even more daunting.

That’s where the Wilkinsburg 
Community Development Corporation’s 
(WCDC) CORE FOUR comes into 
play. Offered by the WCDC since 2015, 
this business planning course teaches 
aspiring and existing business owners the 
fundamental skill sets they need to set 
themselves up for success. 

Taught by WCDC Business 
Development Specialist Gordon Manker, 
this eight-week workshop creates a baseline 
in research, accounting and marketing 
and is offered in the spring and fall. The 
workshop is made possible thanks to 
funding through the state’s Neighborhood 
Partnership Program. 

Topics include:
• Success planning
• Market planning
• Cash flow planning
• Operations planning
To date, more than 70 people have 

graduated from the program. Here are 
some of their stories: 

terina J. hiCks knoWs all about 
baking. Cheesecakes, turnovers, pies and 
cobblers—especially cobblers—have been 
her passion since she was 14, learning from 
her mother how to create mouthwatering 

perfection from 
scratch.

But if 
you asked her 
about quarterly 
taxes and 
bookkeeping for 
a small business, 
she was far 
less confident 
than she was 
in the kitchen. 
So when she 
opened her 
baking business, 

CobblerWorld, LLC, she knew she needed 
to brush up on her skills.

Hicks enrolled in the CORE FOUR 
workshop and gained new insights that 
helped her expand her business, which 
today includes a storefront as well as a 
made-to-order component.

When Valisa dutrieuille decided to 
open a child care center, she knew she still 
had a lot to learn about running her own 
business—things you can’t learn in books, 
and aren’t necessarily concerns when you 
work for someone else. So, she turned to 
her mother, Allene Thomas, for advice.

Having operated a group home in 
Wilkinsburg for 19 years, Thomas was 
well-connected to local resources, and she 
was taking a training class on day care 

when she heard about the Wilkinsburg 
Community Development Corporation’s 
CORE FOUR workshop for small 
businesses. She pointed Dutrieuille to the 
class, and attended alongside her daughter.

The following July, Dutrieuille opened 
Thomas Child Care Learning Academy, 
and she credits the knowledge she obtained 
during CORE FOUR with giving her the 
perspective and practical advice she would 
need to succeed.

When attorney aBigail salisBury 
decided to make the leap into opening her 
own practice in 2015, she was already well-
versed in legal matters, having worked in 
both international law and academia. 

But she found that the CORE FOUR 
workshop, which she completed shortly 
after opening her practice in Wilkinsburg, 
was helpful for goal setting and creating 
financial objectives.

“I know I got a lot more serious about 
my financial goals and tracking,” she 
says, praising Gordon Manker, CORE 
FOUR workshop leader and WCDC’s 
Business Development Specialist, for his 
encouragement.

To learn more about these local 
business owners or to enroll in the 
upcoming CORE FOUR Workshop 
Series, go to wilkinsburgcdc.org/core-four-
workshop-series. 
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UPCOMING MEETINGS AND EVENTS

12/3 (Tues.) 6  p.m. School Board/Reorganization Meeting

12/17 (Fri.) 7  p.m. School Board Planning and Legislative Meeting

12/23-1/1 WINTER BREAK

1/16 (Mon.) Extended Day

1/17 (Tues.) all day Inservice Day—No School

1/20 (Fri.) Martin Luther King, Jr. Day

1/28 (Sat.) 11 a.m. Kelly Primary School Winter Concert 

1/31 (Tues.) End of Third Nine Weeks Grading Period

School District
www.wilkinsburgschools.org

Board meetings held at Wilkinsburg School Administration Building, 718 Wallace Avenue, 15221

A Message from the Superintendent of Schools—Dr. Linda Iverson

WSD Submits for Safety Grant
Wilkinsburg Borough School 

District has submitted a Meritorious and 
Competitive Grant to the Pennsylvania 
Commission on Crime and Delinquency 
(PCCD), requesting funds to prevent 
incidences of school violence for all 
buildings. 

The grant includes provisions for:

•  Security planning and the purchase 
of security related technology; and 

•  Training for all district staff to 
increase teacher and staff skill sets to 
more appropriately respond to students’ 
emotional and behavioral issues linked to 
school violence issues.

Additional training will be provided 
for school police officers guards, sponsored 
by the National Association of School 
Resource Officers (NASRO), for security 
personnel and school police officer 
training.

Technological improvements will 
allow the District to establish baseline 
security for their two schools and the 
administration building. 

The intent is to more appropriately 
intervene during classroom incidences 
with the goal of stopping violence before it 
starts.

The project will result in improved 
alignment between the district and local 
law enforcement through the purchase 
and installation of security technology, 
mutual access to newly purchased 
security equipment, and reestablished 
communication protocol. 

The project will formalize partnerships 
established through the District’s Critical 
Incident Team, which consists of: law 
enforcement and first-responders, teachers 
and staff, parents, mental health providers, 
and other stakeholders involved in school 
safety planning. 

Finally, the project will result in a 
revised and updated safety plan that will 
incorporate grant-funded security measures 
to ensure long-term use.

Additional details about the grant are 
available on the district website. 

School districts will be notified of the 
status of their applications in February 
2020.

I would also like to take this 
opportunity to wish our families a happy 
and safe holiday season. I hope you have a 
relaxing and enjoyable break, and we look 
forward to 2020!

consisting of about 60 students to perform 
the song “Take Time In Life,” with the River 
City Brass Band. We are very proud of our 
students, who continue to thrive as they 
share their love of music.

World Music Drummers
Deanna Devaughn

Fatima Bangura
Raniya Alexander

Tristan Nesbitt
Neveah Thompson

T’nyia Harper
Amayla Hairson

Band (Clarissa Stewart–Director):
Tristan Nesbitt–Clarinet

Amayla Hairson–Clarinet
Lanice Richardson–Trumpet

TURNER AT CARNEGIE, from page1

Turner students 
at the Carnegie 
Natural History 
Museum in 
November.
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Groceries delivered from your favorite Co-op!
order delivery from Mercato.com

7516 Meade Street . Pgh, PA 15208 . www.eastendfood.coop . 412.242.3598

Ornament Painting–Get in the 
holiday spirit and paint special holiday 
ornaments. All are 
welcome, all supplies 
provided. Thursday, 
December 5, 6:30 
p.m.

50+ Club–Join 
in once a month. 
Dedicated to those 
50+. Coordinated 
with the help 
of Wilkinsburg 
Borough and local 
partners, each month we provide a variety 
of fun and educational sessions. Second 
Tuesday of each month. Tuesday, December 
10 and January 14 at 9:30 a.m.

Holiday Story Time–Cozy up for a 
story time for the whole family. Songs, 
stories, and more all about the holiday 
season. Saturday, December 14, 10:30 a.m.

Holiday Printmaking with Meshwork 
Press–Make your holiday extra special with 

Meshwork Press at the library. We 
will provide two different screens 
with various holiday imagery as 
well as paper, ink, scissors, and 
glue. 

Attendees can have fun screen 
printing wrapping paper, cards, and 
posters. All are welcome to attend. 
Tuesday, December 17, 6-8 p.m.

Gingerbread House Making—
The most tasty of holiday activities! 
All supplies provided, all are 

welcome. Wednesday, December 18, 6:30 
p.m.

Paint Night–Grab a friend and paint 
the night away. A pre-designed canvas, 
supplies, and instructions will be provided. 
Simply bring yourself and enjoy a fun night 
of painting! Thursday, January 16, 6:30 p.m.

Stay tuned to library social media, 

Join us. Learn more. Get help. 
Demand change.
GetTheLeadOutPgh.org

Join us to get 
the lead out of 
Wilkinsburg.
Community Conversation
December 11, 6:30 pm
St. James Church
718 Franklin Ave
Most Wilkinsburg homes 
were built before lead- 
based paint was banned.  
The dust from this paint 
is our leading cause of 
lead poisoning, which 
has devastating effects in 
children—from lower IQ 
to behavioral problems. 
Come learn about recent 
lead testing results and 
what comes next.

GTLOwilkinsburgsun.indd   1GTLOwilkinsburgsun.indd   1 11/21/19   4:06 PM11/21/19   4:06 PM

projects that will have a positive impact on 
the Borough in 2020. 

Planning and improvements to 
Hunter Park and Rosa Parks Park are in 
discussion and funding is being sought for 
2020.  

Additionally, over $1 million dollars 
for infrastructure projects like sewer 
lining, stormwater line repairs and 
sidewalk improvements are in the making. 

Wilkinsburg Borough Council, 
Mayor and staff are expressing continued 
optimism about the quality of life 
improvements and investment taking 
place. All of this with a 12th consecutive 
year of no Borough tax increases. Stay 
tuned for an exciting 2020. 

BOROUGH WRAP UP, from page 3

Library Activities in December and January
website, and in house calendars for more 
fun events coming in January.

 

James Flower Shoppe 

“Serving Pittsburgh for 
Over 100 years” 

712 Wood St.  15221 
412-731-3794 

www.jamesfloralshoppe.com 
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www.wilkinsburgchamber.com

Chamber of Commerce

2019 has been an important year for 
the Wilkinsburg Chamber of Commerce.  

The year began with the celebration of 
125 years of service to our community and 
continued all the way through December 
to the “Make Wilkinsburg Shine” Holiday 
Window Competition.

In between, the Chamber: 
H welcomed new members and 

businesses to the community, 
H partnered with Chatham’s 

Women’s Business Center and the 
Mansmann Foundation for small business 
education programs, 

H participated in and promoted a 
variety borough events,  

H held twelve Wilkinsburg After 
Hours Networking events and 2 grand 
openings, 

H hosted the 43rd year of the 
Wilkinsburg Farm Market, 

H coordinated the Trenton 
Avenue Holiday Cookie Shop and Walk, 

H continued a 55-year community 
tradition, the Wilkinsburg Gives Thanks 
Breakfast.

We look forward to continued growth 
and community partnerships in 2020.

Chamber: “Thank You For A Great Year!”

Serving Our Community for 125 Years
Join the Chamber. Get Involved. Make an Impact.

900 Wood Street, 2nd Fl., Wilkinsburg, PA 15221
412.242.0234 info@wilkinsburgchamber
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MON, DEC 2
Hilltop Block Watch invites the 

community to a holiday concert with the 
Shadyside Brass Band at Wilkinsburg Arts 
and Culture at Eastridge, 1900 Graham 
Blvd., beginning at 7 p.m.

The night includes a community out 
reach project. They ask that you bring new 
hats, gloves or a non-perishable food item 
to be donated to the local food bank. 

MON, DEC 5
Ornament painting at the library at 

6:30 p.m. (More info on page 6.)

SAT, DEC 7
Trenton Avenue Holiday Shop and 

Walk offers a self-guided stroll along 
Trenton Avenue in Wilkinsburg. 

Visit Santa at Biddle’s Escape; have your 
holiday family photo taken at Undiscovered, 
315 Trenton, (advance registration required 
email: info@wilkinsburgchamber.com); 
craft a special recycled ornament at 
Protohaven, 214 N. Trenton, and support 
local small businesses.

TUES, DEC 10
Wilkinsburg Chamber Holiday After 

Hours Networking at Kenyon Jewelers, 711 
Penn Avenue, 5–7 p.m.

SAT, DEC 14
Holiday Story Time at the library 

at10:30 a.m. (More info on page 6.)

From 1–4 p.m.,a open house for 
families at the Christian Church of 
Wilkinsburg. The first 40 families receive 
a free photograph with Santa Claus, while 
the children enjoy carnival games and a 
selection of free prizes.

SAT, DEC 7 
Hilltop Block Watch will have its 6th 

annual holiday party from noon–3 p.m., at 
Wilkinsburg Arts and Culture at Eastridge. 

Open to all, there will be food and drink. 
You may bring a dish to contribute to the 
fare. A James Flower Shoppe centerpiece 
will be raffled. All donated new hats, 
gloves, or non perishables will be given 
to our local food bank. Call Linda 
412.880.8253 for information.

SAT, DEC 14
Christmas Cookie Walk with live 

jazz music starts at noon at St. Stephen’s 
Episcopal Church at 600 Pitt St. Cookies 
will be sold by container.

TUES, DEC 17
Holiday Printmaking at the library at 

6–8 p.m. (More info on page 6.)

WED, DEC 18
Join students and staff at Pittsburgh 

Urban Christian School at 8:30 a.m. for a 
Christmas chapel in the school sanctuary 
with music and choral teacher, Alisha 
McCombs of Fisk University and the 
famed Jubilee Choir.

Attendees will enjoy class 
performances and ring in the Christmas 
season with the students. For more 
information contact office@pucs.org.

Gingerbread House Making at the 
library. (More info on page 6.)

WED–FRI, DEC 18-20
Local organist 

Michael R. Kearney 
will perform 
Christmas carols from 
the belltower of St. 
James Roman Catholic 
Chuch for three days 
in a row at 5 p.m. 
Enjoy the sounds of 
the season from the 
comfort of your front 
porch or your car! 
Friday’s performance 
will be followed by a 

short organ recital in the sanctuary.

SAT, DEC 21
Community Forge Toy Giveaway from 

noon–3 p.m. New toy and children’s book 
donations will be accepted before and 
during the event.

MON, DEC 23
Family Christmas service at St. 

Stephen’s Episcopal Church, 600 Pitt St. 
begins at 5 p.m.

TUES, DEC 24
Christmas Eve service at Bible Chapel.
Christmas Eve service at 7 p.m. at 

Mifflin Avenue United Methodist, 905 
Mifflin Ave.

Christmas Eve service at 10 p.m. at 
South Avenue United Methodist, 733 
South Ave.

Choral Candlelight Christmas service 
is 8 p.m. at St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church.

WED, DEC 25
Christmas Day service at 10 a.m. at St. 

Stephen’s Episcopal Church.

SAT, DEC 28
An Epiphany celebration from 4–7 p.m. 

at St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church, 600 Pitt 
St. Free to all, the evening will include live 
jazz, dancing, chili and corn bread.


