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The Abraham Lincoln statue in 
Wilkinsburg dates back to 1913 when the 
first road across America, the Lincoln 
Highway, came directly through town. 
Three years later, in 1916, the school 
children of Wilkinsburg donated pennies 
and dimes to pay for a sheet copper statue 
of Abraham Lincoln for the intersection 
of Penn Avenue and the Lincoln Highway.  
That century-old statue is too fragile to be 
outdoors and is now on display inside the 
Borough Building.

To honor the ideals of Lincoln, to 
beautify Wilkinsburg and to inspire the 
community, a new bronze monument 
of Abraham Lincoln is being sculpted. 
Everyone can be a part of this lasting 

legacy. The Wilkinsburg Historical 
Society has organized a fundraiser for 
the cost of a new statue estimated to be 
$70,000. Contributions may be sent to the 
Wilkinsburg Historical Society, P.O. Box 
17252, Pittsburgh, PA 15235

Donations can also be made through 
the “GoFundMe Lincoln Statue for 
Wilkinsburg” campaign. That link is: 
https://www.gofundme.com/Lincoln-
statue-for-Wilkinsburg 

The Lincoln Statue fund now has 
over $40,000 toward the cost of a bronze 
Lincoln. 

The campaign thanks everyone who 
has contributed so far. Wilkinsburg loves 
Lincoln!

Women of the Pittsburgh Penguins join volunteers to pack food for Wilkinsburg kids and donate $6,200. See story on page 5.

Lincoln Statue Fund Tops $40K out of $70K

Message from the Borough Manager

How the Borough 
Is Operating During 
the Pandemic

In these uncertain times the Borough 
wants to take a minute to inform you of 
our operations during the pandemic as of 
March 20. 

First and foremost, we strongly 
encourage you to listen to county, state 

and federal directives as updated on a 
near daily basis. Stay tuned in to reliable 
and trusted information sources. Follow 
closure orders and all other directives. 

The Borough has discontinued public 
access to the Borough Building at 605 Ross 
Avenue until at least April 10. All meetings 
until that date are also cancelled. Most 
of our staff will be working through that 
date to provide answers to questions via 
phone and email interaction. Some will be 
working in the offices some remotely. 

Of course, our Police Department will 
continue to function. The mayor and chief 

continued on page 3
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The Wilkinsburg Sun is a free  
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volunteer Wilkinsburg Community Newsletter 
Board, with the support of the Wilkinsburg 
Borough, the Wilkinsburg School District, 

the Wilkinsburg Chamber of Commerce and 
the Wilkinsburg Community Development 

Corporation. The Sun is printed by Knepper Press. 

Please submit all articles and calendar 
events to: editor@wilkinsburgsun.com,  

or by mail, P.O. Box 86064, Wilkinsburg, 
PA 15221. Please submit articles 5 weeks 

before publication and  
calendar events 3 weeks before  

publication. To advertise,  
e-mail adsales@wilkinsburgsun.com,  

or call 412.680.1381. The Sun accepts 
submitted articles provided they are related 

to Wilkinsburg and are civic-minded. The 
Sun reserves the right to withhold articles 
from print. Please note that The Sun does 

not publish political or opinion pieces.

Sign up to receive The Sun 
by email at eepurl.com/v0iBP 
and friend us on Facebook.

Breakfasts and Lunches for Kids
Children and students residing in 

various Wilkinsburg neighborhoods can 
come and grab a bag breakfast and lunch 
through Opening Doors for Kids in 
partnership with the school district.

Breakfast can be picked up 9–11 a.m. 
Lunch can be picked up 1–2 p.m.

There are two pick up locations: 
South Avenue Methodist Church (733 
South Ave.) and Community Forge (1256 
Franklin Ave.).

Brown bag grab-and-go breakfasts and 
lunches are for pick up only. No dining 
services will be provided.

For further details, call 1.800.618.8582.

Chamber Closes Office for Now
In response to recommendations to 

combat the spread of the COVID-19 virus, 
the Wilkinsburg Chamber of Commerce 

has postponed all meetings and closed 
the office until further notice. You can 
reach them at 412.242.0234 or info@
wilkinsburgchamber.org. 

Garden Dreams Open House to be 
Online; Seedlings Available

In lieu of Grow Pittsburgh’s 
Community Open House at Garden 
Dreams to kickoff the season on Saturday, 
April 18, 12 p.m.–3 p.m., they are planning 
an online experience. Stay tuned to The 
Wilkinsburg Sun Facebook for developing 
details.

At this time, Grow Pittsburgh still 
plans to sell seedlings at Garden Dreams 
on Friday, May 15, through Sunday, May 
17. More information on all of seedling 
sale locations and times and updates 
can be found on their website: www.
growpittsburgh.org.

WE’RE HIRING!
We are looking for energetic, cooperative, 

and committed employees who share a love of 
good, healthful food and enjoy helping others 

through exceptional customer service.

APPLY ONLINE! 
www.eastendfoodcoop.hiringthing.com

Nine Wilkinsburg congregations participated in an interactive video conference on 
Saturday, February 29, with Bob Jaeger from Partners for Sacred Places in Philadelphia. 

Partners is a 
30-year-old national 
historic preservation 
organization, dedicated 
to helping church 
congregations restore 
their historic buildings. 

Representatives 
from congregations 
spoke about what value 
the congregations are to 
Wilkinsburg.

Through Partners’ training programs, information 
clearinghouse, and professional networks, they have helped 
congregations in 50 states to preserve their religious properties.  

The next step for these congregations is a training session on 
“how to sell your restoration project.” 

In the anticipation of the training session, each church learned 
how to present themselves to a public official. Bob Jeager played 
Governor Wolfe and was impressed by the presentations.

The Religious Architectural Heritage committee of 
Preservation Pittsburgh sponsored this event.

Contact them at preservationpgh.org if you would like more 
information.

Local Congregations Learn How to Preserve Historic Buildings
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UPCOMING MEETINGS

4/1 (Wed.) 7 p.m. Council Work Session

4/6 (Mon.) 6 p.m. Infrastructure and Blight

4/7 (Tues.) 6:30 p.m. Special Events, Music, Art & Seniors

4/7 (Tues.) 6:30 p.m. Planning Commission

4/8 (Wed.) 6 p.m. Business and Job Development

4/9 (Thurs.) 9 a.m. Public Safety Committee

4/9 (Thurs.) 10 a.m. Personnel, Policies and Procedures

4/13 (Mon.) 5:30 p.m. Finance, Budget and Capital Planning

4/13 (Mon.) 6 p.m. Library Advisory Board

4/13 (Mon.) 6:30 a.m. Shade Tree Commission

4/9 (Wed.) 9 a.m. Public Safety Committee

4/9 (Thurs.) 10 a.m. Personnel, Policies and Procedures

4/15 (Wed.) 7 p.m. Council Legislative Session

4/16 (Thurs.) 5:30 p.m. Recreation Advisory Committee

4/27 (Mon.) 5:30 p.m. Joint Tax Committee

4/29 (Wed.) 6 p.m. Administrative Council Meeting

WilkinsBurg Borough
www.wilkinsburgpa.gov

Message from the Borough 

Volunteers needed

Get Involved;
 Make a Difference

Wilkinsburg borough council 
appoints volunteers to more than 
seven boards and commissions. 
They include Parks and Recreation, 
Planning Commission, Civil Service 
Commission, Shade Tree Commission, 
Library Board and others. 

These are great opportunities for 
residents of Wilkinsburg to give back to 
the neighborhood with expertise and 
time. Talent Bank applications can be 
found on the borough web site or in the 
borough administrative offices. 

A complete description of the 
committees and boards is available 
on the borough web site under the 
“community resources” tab.

are taking the necessary action to reduce 
risks. As a community we are thankful 
for them and all first responders and 
caregivers for the risk they are all taking to 
keep us safe and healthy. Police documents 
can be provided but you should call the 
office in advance to make arrangements. 

Sweeper and metered parking tickets 
will not be issued starting March 20 until 
April 10. Tickets for moving violations, 
yellow lines, 
hydrants, illegal 
parking etc. will be 
issued. 

The 
Department of Public Works will continue 
to pick up recycling and street trash 
receptacles. Some other duties that require 
little public interaction will continue as 
well. 

Our library staff will be working 
remotely to keep our web site, social media 
and texting alert system up to date and a 
source of much needed information. Be 
sure to check our web site, Facebook page 
and text alerts to make sure you know 
the latest local updates. Now more than 
ever the Nixle text alert system can be 
very helpful as a fast way to alert residents 

to changing situations. You can sign up 
by going to WilkinsburgPa.gov and enter 
NIXLE in the search bar to sign up. 

The finance office will continue 
to operate via the phone and internet. 
They will make sure that our employees, 
like police, are paid and payments are 
processed timely to allow our government 
to continue to function. Our web site has 
a variety of methods to pay on line. We 
encourage people to use them.  

Code enforcement will continue 
with permitting with some restrictions 
regarding currently occupied structures. 
Code officers will be able to take calls 
and communicate many documents via 

email or the United States Postal Service. 
There is a drop-off process for 

documents at the administration office, 
but it is strongly discouraged and you 
should call ahead. 

There are hard days ahead for all of 
us. Our local government will continue to 
operate within the restrictions as they are 
ordered. 

We appreciate all that our residents 
and employees are doing to help stem the 
tide of the virus impact. 
Be safe and be well,
Donn R. Henderson, Borough Manager

To keep from having to come to the 
Borough Building, here are some payment 
possibilities. 

To pay for tickets that you’ve received 
on your windshield in the last 30-60 days 
call this automated number 412.593.5581

Or you can pay online at www.
wilkinsburgpa.gov by clicking on “Borough 
Departments,” then on the left side 
clicking on “Finance Department.” Scroll 
down and click on the link https://www.
tocite.net/wilkinsburgpd/searchticket/
index/parkingtickets. You will need the 
ticket number to complete the payment

To pay for citations (notices for old 
unpaid parking tickets) that you’ve received 
in the mail from the magistrate’s office call 
412.242.7251. You will need the citation 
number or the license plate number to 
complete the payment. 

To pay for Code Department permits 
call-412.244.2923. Then someone will call 
you back to complete the payment.

How to Make Borough 
Payments during Social 
Distancing

continued from page 1

Visit th
e borough website for updates dates and details.
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WCdC
www.wilkinsburgcdc.org

WCDC Executive Director, Tracey Evans, 
Named 2020 Woman of Influence

Along with all other non-essential 
businesses, the WCDC has closed its 
offices until further notice. All upcoming 
meetings have been postponed or moved 
to a virtual meeting. This includes: 

• WCDC Board Meetings
• CORE Four Business Workshops to 

begin Wednesday, April 1
• WCDC Focus Group to be held 

Friday, April 3
The WCDC will let you know when 

they have reopened their offices and 
rescheduled postponed events. In the 
meantime, staff will be working from the 
safety of their homes and are available 
by email, info@wilkinsburgcdc.org, and 
phone, 412.727.7855. We will be checking 
our phone messages regularly. 

The WCDC implores everyone to 
take proper precautions during these 
unprecedented times. Stay safely at home 
if you are able, and, in a way that respects 
social distancing, check on your elderly and 
disabled neighbors who are particularly 
vulnerable right now. 

Please don’t forget about the heart of 
the Wilkinsburg business district—our local 
business owners and their employees who 
are being hit particularly hard right now, 
along with so many others. Order online, 
purchase a gift certificate, or order food to-
go. They need our support now more than 
ever. And when things return to normal, 
which they will one day (hopefully soon!), 
be sure to shop small and shop local. Let’s 
come together as a united community and 
help each other however we can.

The following businesses are currently 
open to the public (as of March 20):

CONVENIENCE STORE AND MARKETS
Dhales Market, 811 Wood St., 412.727.6088
Global Food Pittsburgh, 912 Penn Ave, 
412.727.2624
Cash Value Market, 1011 Penn Ave., 
412.304.5517
Right Market Convenience Store, 1028 Penn 
Ave., 412.727.1037
Hanini Market and Subs, 1105 Franklin Ave., 
412.871.3405

Pittsburgh Asian Market, 705 Penn Ave., 
412.731.8810 
RESTAURANTS
Soul Food Connection (take out only), 819 
Wood St., 412.241.4910
Wood And Penn Restaurant and Tobacco (take 
out only), 902 Wood St., 412.241.4577

WCDC Executive Director Tracey Evans was recently named one of the Pittsburgh 
Business Times’ Women of Influence for her nearly 20 years of service to the Wilkinsburg 
community. To read the full feature article, visit wilkinsburgcdc.org/women-of-influence. 

For decades Tracey has worked tirelessly with residents, school boards, councils, 
nonprofits, chambers of commerce, leaders at the local, state, and federal level, and more, 
all for one purpose—to bring Wilkinsburg back to the thriving, prosperous neighborhood 
it once was. Tracey’s passion, her drive, and her influence has helped to drive the success 
of the WCDC and the investment that has targeted Wilkinsburg. 

Congratulations Tracey, and thanks for your unending dedication to the community!

Salvatore’s Pizza House (take out and 
GrubHub), 612 Penn Ave., 412.247.4848
Crabs R Us (Take out, GrubHub and 
DoorDash), 764 Penn Ave., 412-871-5740 
Fireside Caribbean Restaurant (take out only), 
796 Penn Ave., 412.243.6344
Royal Caribbean (take out and GrubHub), 1568 
Montier St., 412 242-5226

The WCDC’s Response to the COVID-19 Crisis
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UPCOMING MEETINGS AND EVENTS

4/7 (Tues.) End of 3rd 9 weeks

4/9–13 (Th–Mon.) Spring Break

4/14 (Tues.) Half Clerical/Half InService Day

4/15 (Wed.) Half In-Servicel/Half Parent Conference Day

4/20-24 (Mon–Th.) PSSA–ELA

4/21 (Tues.) 7 p.m. School Board Planning Session

4/27–5/8 (Mon.–F.) Math Science Makeup

4/28 (Tues.) 7 p.m. School Board Legislative Session

School District
www.wilkinsburgschools.org

Board meetings held at Wilkinsburg School Administration Building, 718 Wallace Avenue, 15221

A Message from the Superintendent 
of Schools—Dr. Linda Iverson

Wilkinsburg School 
District Receives 
Safety Grant

The Pittsburgh Penguins Wives and 
Girlfriends Association (PPWGA) visited 
Kelly Primary School on March 4 to 
take part in the Blessings in a Backpack 
program.

The program, which began in 
Wilkinsburg in 2011, is part of a national 
movement that provides bags of food for 
students to take home with them for the 
weekend. 

Each week, a group of local Blessings 
in a Backpack volunteers visit Kelly 
Primary to pack up bags for the weekend 

The Women of the Pittsburgh 
Penguins Pack Food for 
Wilkinsburg Kids; Donate $6,200

for students. On March 4, PPWGA 
joined the regular Blessings in a Backpack 
volunteers to help pack bags, and to 
present the group with a $6,200 donation. 

The generous donation will be used 
to purchase food for the Blessings in a 
Backpack program. 

Pittsburgh Penguins Wives and 
Girlfriends Association supports the 
Penguins Foundation in countless ways 
each season, lending their helping hands to 
the Pens Foundation and local nonprofit 
organizations.

Visit th
e district website for updates dates and details.

The Wilkinsburg School District 
is pleased to announce the receipt of a 
sizable School Safety Grant from the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania through 
the School Safety and Security Committee. 

A total of $53.7 million in grants 
was announced on February 26, with 
Wilkinsburg being awarded $478,287.

The district is extremely pleased to 
have received the third-largest grant of 
all the schools in Allegheny County that 
applied under this program. 

This funding will allow us to 
significantly improve the safety and 
security of our buildings, which remains 
a top priority of the school board and 
administration. 

District administration submitted a 
list of ten areas in which it plans to use 
the grant money as part of its application 
to the committee. 

Of the items listed, the District will 
focus on security planning and purchase 
of security-related technology such as 
video surveillance cameras, and the 
institution of student, staff and visitor 
identification systems, the main focus. 

Additionally, the district is able to use 
some of the funding received for:

• classroom management;
• thorough, district-wide school 

safety, violence prevention, emergency 
preparedness and all-hazards plans;

• student discipline management 
system;

• staff training for positive behavior 
supports, de-escalation techniques and 
appropriate response to student behavior;

• training and other costs associated 
with school resource and school police 
officers; and

• trauma-informed approaches to 
education. 
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An outstanding edifice to be featured in the upcoming September 26 Sacred Spaces III Tour 
will be St. James Church in the Catholic community of St. Mary Magdalene Parish on Franklin 
Avenue.

The Gothic styled limestone church construction began in 1928 and was completed in August 
1930. Special features include a ceiling that soars to eighty feet, Italian mosaic altar, carved 
statues, a massive square bell tower with 24 bronze bells within and eighty stained glass windows. 

The windows were designed by Harry Wright Goodhue (1905-1931), son of glass artist Harry 
Eldredge Goodhue (1873 -1918).  Wright became an accomplished stained glass artist at the age 
of thirteen. After his father’s death in 1918 Wright and his mother opened their own glass art 
studio in Boston where he designed windows for thirty U.S. churches.  In 1929 at age twenty-
four, Wright Goodhue was commissioned to design over eighty windows for St. James Church, 
all magnificent in clarity, pure color and artistry. Goodhue completed the design work but died 
in 1931 at the age of twenty-six. The glorious windows have been recognized internationally as 
examples of the world’s best stained glass. 

Litter doesn’t just disappear; it can 
enter storm water drains and make its way 
to our waterways. 

Every time it rains or snows, trash 
and debris from the upper watershed 
communities of Pittsburgh, Edgewood, 
Wilkinsburg, and Swissvale washes into 
Nine Mile Run.

Trash in the stream causes pollution, 
further degrading the water quality that 
is also affected by sewage contamination, 
storm water runoff, and industrial waste. 

Over a decade after the Nine Mile Run 
Aquatic Ecosystem Restoration, the stream 
is still not safe to fish in, play in, or even 
walk through. 

The trash also makes the stream 
an inhabitable environment for the fish 
and other wildlife that depend on the 
entire stream ecosystem for their survival, 
threatening the ecosystem that the 
restoration worked so hard to improve.

The solution to this problem is 
people picking up trash, piece by piece. 
Throughout the year Nine Mile Run 
Watershed Association staff and volunteers 
go on stream sweeps to remove large 
amounts of trash from the stream. During 
its fall stream sweep, 35 volunteers 
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removed 80 bags of trash from the 
restoration area. All that trash weighed a 
whopping 510 pounds. 

It is not all picking up bottles and 
plastic bags. At that last stream sweep, 
volunteers found a baseball, a Valentine’s 
Day card, a license plate, and more. If it is 
dropped on the street somewhere in the 
watershed, it could end up in Nine Mile 
Run, so you never know what you might 
find!

All are welcome to the next stream 
sweep on April 11 to help make Nine Mile 
Run stream a cleaner, healthier place both 
for the animals who call it home and the 
people who love to visit.

For more information and to register 
for the April 11 stream sweep, go to 
ninemilerun.org/events.

Some of the exciting finds at Nine Mile Run’s 2019 Fall 
Stream Sweep.

Where Does All that Trash Go Anyway? 
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www.wilkinsburgchamber.com

Chamber of Commerce

The library is under a state mandated closure until further 
notice.  Furthermore, all library programs have been suspended in 
the meantime.

But don’t forget you can still borrow e-materials for all 
ages from the library, including books, audiobooks, movies 

What to Do While We Don’t Have a Library?

900 Wood Street, 2nd Floor • Wilkinsburg, PA 15221  
412.242.0234 • info@wilkinsburgchamber.com 

wilkinsburgchamber.com

The Wilkinsburg Thursday Market is  
MOVING…
We are excited to announce the partnership between the 
Wilkinsburg Thursday Market and the Borough’s Art in the 
Park for the 2020 season.  
Beginning June 4th through August 27th, the Market will be 
open every Thursday at the “Parklet on Penn Avenue” from 
4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. with music and activities with Art in the 
Park scheduled from 6:30 – 8:30 p.m.  The Market’s focus will 
be on fresh food and healthy habits. 
More information on our vendors and activities to come.   
Interested in being involved in the Market? 

Email info@wilkinsburgchamber.com

 WILKINSBURG PROUD 
There are many ways to demonstrate pride in our community 
– buy from local business, volunteer to help at community 
events, support community organizations and keep our 
streets clean and litter free. 
The Wilkinsburg Chamber of Commerce believes that if 
it is good for the community it is good for business.  The 
Chamber will launch a new initiative, Wilkinsburg Proud, with 
support from UPMC, Nine Mile Run Watershed Association 
and Pennwood Paint & Supply Company, to show our 
community pride by keeping our business district clean. 
The first phase will begin with a clean-up of the 700 block of 
Penn Avenue in May and, with additional support, continue 
through the summer of 2020. 
Volunteer for Wilkinsburg Proud!  

Contact info@wilkinsburgchamber.com
 

UPCOMING EVENTS
Saturday, April 11  •  9:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.    
Nine Mile Run Spring Stream Sweep

Saturday, April 11  •  11:00 am - 2:00 p.m. 
Shred-It Event & Facility Tours Guardian Storage  
Brinton Rd. 

Thursday, April 16  •  8:00 - 9:00 a.m.  
Chamber Board of Directors Meeting, 900 Wood St.

Saturday, April 18  •  Noon - 3:00 p.m.  
Garden Dreams Community Open House  
806 Holland Ave.

Tuesday, April 28  •  5:00 - 7:00 p.m.  
Wilkinsburg After Hours  
Wilkinsburg Borough Building

JOIN THE CHAMBER. BE INVOLVED. 
MAKE A DIFFERENCE.

UPCOMING EVENTS
Saturday, April 11 • 9:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m.
Nine Mile Run Spring Stream Sweep

Saturday, April 11 • 11–2 p.m. 
Shred-It Event & Facility Tours Guardian Storage
Brinton Rd.

Thursday, April 16 • 8–9 a.m. 
Chamber Board of Directors Meeting, 900 Wood St.

Saturday, April 18 • Noon–3 p.m. 
Garden Dreams Community Open House
806 Holland Ave.

Tuesday, April 28 • 5–7 p.m.
Wilkinsburg After Hours
Wilkinsburg Borough Building

JOIN THE CHAMBER. BE INVOLVED. 
MAKE A DIFFERENCE.

The Wilkinsburg Thursday Market is
MOVING…

The Chamber is excited to announce a partnership 
between the Wilkinsburg Thursday Market and the Borough’s 
Art in the Park for the 2020 season.

Beginning June 4 through August 27, the market will 
be open every Thursday at the “Parklet on Penn Avenue” 
from 4–7 p.m. with music and activities with Art in the Park 
scheduled from 6:30–8:30 p.m. The market’s focus will be on 
fresh food and healthy habits.

More information on our vendors and activities to come.
Interested in being involved in the market?
Email info@wilkinsburgchamber.com

WILKINSBURG PROUD
There are many ways to demonstrate pride in our 

community–buy from local business, volunteer to help at 
community events, support community organizations and 
keep our streets clean and litter free.

The Wilkinsburg Chamber of Commerce believes that if it is 
good for the community it is good for business. The Chamber 
will launch a new initiative, Wilkinsburg Proud, with support from 
UPMC, Nine Mile Run Watershed Association and Pennwood 
Paint & Supply Company, to show our community pride by 
keeping our business district clean. The first phase will begin 
with a clean-up of the 700 block of Penn Avenue in May and, with 
additional support, continue through the summer of 2020.

Volunteer for Wilkinsburg Proud!
Contact info@wilkinsburgchamber.com

As The Sun goes to press, the Chamber announced that the meetings 
below are either on hold or canceled until further notice.

and more!  Visit elibrary.einetwork.net/home/ for more 
information.

People can still take advantage of the library’s e-materials 
through the Libby and Hoopla apps. Visit www.carnegielibrary.
org/eresources/ for more information and instructions.

 

James Flower Shoppe 

“Serving Pittsburgh for 
Over 100 years” 

712 Wood St.  15221 
412-731-3794 

www.jamesfloralshoppe.com 
 

EASTER—APRIL 12‘



8 Wilkinsburg Sun II April 2020

ST. STEPHEN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH WILKINSBURG

EVERYONE IS WELCOME—NO EXCEPTIONS LUKE 10:25-37
www.ststephenspittsburgh.org

A diverse Community of Christians
Striving to Imitate Christ by Loving and Serving Others

Rev. Charles Esposito
Priest-in-Charge

Franklin Ave. and Pitt St., Wilkinburg, Pa. 15221
412.243.6100

Sunday Services: 8 a.m., 10:30 a.m. & 4 p.m.

1789 S. Braddock Ave.
Suite 410
Pittsburgh 15218

metrofamilypratice.org
412.247.2310

WHOLE People. ALL People.

On Friday, March 6, the Wilkinsburg Sanctuary Project for 
Peace hosted its 9th annual Art and Talent Show for Peace, which 
took place at the South Avenue United Methodist Church.  

Twenty-one works of art and sixteen performing acts were 
showcased in front of an enthusiastic audience of family and 
community leaders after a delicious dinner was served. It was its 
biggest show ever. Since this is a non-competitive show, every youth 
received a stipend of $50 for their art or talent, thanks to a generous 
donation from the Episcopal Women of the Pittsburgh Diocese. 

Wilkinsburg Youth Places took home the organizational 
award of $200 for recruiting the most students to participate. 

One artist has a buyer for her work. Another is being com–
missioned by one of 
our police officers 
to draw for him.

It is the hope 
of the Wilkinsburg 
Sanctuary Project 
for Peace (WSPP) 
to now allow the 
poems and artwork 
to travel around the 
community so all neighbors can enjoy the 
gifts of Wilkinsburg’s amazing youth. 

Let WSPP know if you would like the 
“show” to be on display in your building 
or house of worship. The talent of our 

Ninth Art and Talent Show for Peace Grows in Success

youth is truly inspiring! Their comments 
on peace show that we have much to learn 
from them about how to make peace in 
our community.
–Janet Hellner-Burris, board president of the 
Wilkinsburg Sanctuary Project for Peace

Tenaesha Sheffy’s art shows how peace is the work of all 
races and all people Some of the 21 artists display their work and talk about how it relates to peace.

Alexandra Tucker and Asia Broughton performed an original piece because “music has 
brought people together in peace.”


