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What Should The Title 
of the New Wood/South 

Parklet Be?

Center for Civic Arts is accepting 
YOUR recommendations as to what 

the new greenspace, right in the 
middle of the Wilkinsburg Business 

District, should be called.  

Should the title honor a Wilkinsburg 
hero? Or promote Wilkinsburg as a 
place to live and raise a family (for 

example, The Peace Garden)?

Please email your recommendations 
to civicarts211@gmail.com.

Wilkinsburg Borough, in partnership 
with Center for Civic Arts, announced 
that the Wilkinsburg Gateway Project 
broke ground last month. 

This special project aims to transform 
the vacant lot at the corner of Wood 
Street and South Avenue into a new, 
green, public space. The parklet will 
offer multiple environmental and social 
amenities for the community.

Vermont Stone is the contractor and 
Richard Russo the landscape architect for 
the Gateway Project.

This project is made possible through 
the generous support of New Sun Rising, 
3 Rivers Wet Weather, UPMC, and PNC 
Charitable Trust

On Saturday, June 20 at 3 p.m., marchers assembled to remember lives lost, past and 
present. “Myself and Chele put this peace walk together to bring the community together 
so that we may love on the families of the victims who have been directly impacted by the 
killings and crime that have been going on in Wilkinsburg.” said organizer Sunny. 

She added, “I’m from Wilkinsburg, and I’m tired of burying my friends and their 
children. Enough is enough.” Organizers called the walk Wilkinsburg Strong, and they 
gave out bracelets with that inscription. 

One of the marchers, resident Rev. Erin Evans,  brought her 3-year-old daughter. 
“The organizers were prepared and coordinated,” said Evans, “giving voice to the pain of 
losses suffered by the community, and the anger at the injustices they have experienced.

The peaceful march went from Graham Field south on Princeton Avenue, cutting 
down to Swissvale Avenue and proceeding to Turner Intermediate. Police stopped traffic 
as needed, and, at intersections, two performers used modern dance to express feelings of 
loss and anger. At the end of the march, organizers provided food and offered resources. 
“We wanted to give back to the community by giving meals, resources, bracelets, t shirts 
and love,” said Sunny 

Nancy’s Revival restaurant cooked hamburger and hot dogs from their food truck. 
The sides was catered from Gibson’s soul food restaurant in Penn Hills. Voter registration 
forms for the community were available. State representative Ed Gainey was present 
along with Olivia Bennett (county council district 13).

New Green Space in 
Business District

Peace Walk Remembers Those Lost
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The Wilkinsburg Sun is a free  
monthly community newsletter published by the 

volunteer Wilkinsburg Community Newsletter 
Board, with the support of the Wilkinsburg 
Borough, the Wilkinsburg School District, 

the Wilkinsburg Chamber of Commerce, and 
the Wilkinsburg Community Development 

Corporation. The Sun is printed by Knepper Press. 

Please submit all articles and calendar 
events to: editor@wilkinsburgsun.com,  

or by mail, P.O. Box 86064, Wilkinsburg, 
PA 15221. Please submit articles 5 weeks 

before publication and  
calendar events 3 weeks before  

publication. To advertise,  
e-mail adsales@wilkinsburgsun.com,  

or call 412.680.1381. The Sun accepts 
submitted articles provided they are related 

to Wilkinsburg and are civic-minded. The 
Sun reserves the right to withhold articles 
from print. Please note that The Sun does 

not publish political or opinion pieces.

Sign up to receive The Sun 
by email at eepurl.com/v0iBP 
and friend us on Facebook.

1789 S. Braddock Ave.
Suite 410
Pittsburgh 15218

metrofamilypratice.org
412.247.2310

WHOLE People. ALL People.

Free Immunizations and More
The Ronald McDonald Care Mobile will be in the Borough of Wilkinsburg on 

July 13 from 10 a.m.–2 p.m. to offer free immunizations for children ages 2 months 
through high school. Also available will be WIC form assistance, safety information, 
kindergarten registration information, and food and infant formula resources. The 
mobile van will be at 718 Wallace Avenue. Call 412.352.1059 with questions.

The Wilkinsburg Community Ministry serves approximately 6,500 neighbors every 
year. The relationship between income, food insecurity, and health creates vulnerability 
for our neighbors. 

More than a quarter of Wilkinsburg families live below the poverty level, and 
they generally have a lower median income than families in Allegheny County or 
Pennsylvania. The median household income in Wilkinsburg is about half of the 
median income of Pennsylvania families.

The median income for white families in Wilkinsburg is, respectively, two and three 
times the income of mixed race or black families. One quarter of Wilkinsburg male 
residents live at or below poverty level; most of the poor males are children or young 
adults, and another large group are seniors.

Among low-income females, the numbers are amplified: 6 out of 10 women qualify as 
“poor” and the numbers cross all age groups.

Income disparity has ramifications for food and health. Wilkinsburg residents and 
Allegheny County residents pay about the same dollar amount per month on food they 
buy from grocery stores. Howeveŗ  Wilkinsburg residents spend 25% of their income 
on grocery store food purchases, while other Allegheny County 
residents spend closer to 18%. 

In addition, borough residents eat out at half the rate of other 
Allegheny County residents, they buy fewer prepared meals, and 
they spend less on take out; when they do buy take out, it is likely 
to be pizza.

The 25% that Wilkinsburg residents pay for their food covers 
most of their food; the 18% that the average Allegheny County 
resident pays only covers only groceries; they spend another 10-
15% of their income on takeout and dine-in meals.  

This difference in food sourcing creates challenges to health 
and wellbeing.  Of borough residents, almost 13 percent have 
diagnosed diabetes (or “sugar” as some call it) and 4.4 percent are 
insulin dependent. In contrast, Allegheny County residents are 9% 

Food for Thought from Wilkinsburg Community Ministry

continued on page 6

Neighbors volunteered to work 
on Whitney Park on June 
27 while practicing social 
distancing. 
They weeded and mulched 
around four large trees, 
repaired the picnic table by 
installing bolts and deck 
screws, distributed 80 lbs. of 
grass patch, and weeded and 
installed guards around the 
new trees that were part of the 
recent renovations.
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Wilkinsburg Borough Council is 
pleased to announce Summer Concerts 
2020! Mark your calendars for Saturday 
afternoons, starting at 1 p.m. during the 
month of August. The bands include 
(schedule is subject to change): 

• August 1—Lwanga Trio (opener), 
Noel Quintana and the Latin Crew. 

• August 8—Jacqueline Young and 
the Jazz Workshop Quintet. 

• August 15—The Flow Band, 
Reggae Rhythms

• August 22—The Jariah Higgins 
Band.

Concerts will be outdoors in the 
Parklet on Penn Avenue. If it rains, 
they will be in the Borough Building 
Auditorium, 3rd floor. Please be mindful 
of 6-feet social distancing and wear a 
mask.

Soon You’ll Be Driving Both Ways on Wood
For the past couple years, our 

community has enjoyed a Two-Way 
Street Fest to celebrate the anticipation 
of Wood Street becoming a two-way 
street. Now the reality is close.

Paving and line painting is finished 
on Wood Street, but you won’t be able 
to drive south on it until a few last-
minute touches are made. For one, a 
new traffic signal will be installed at 
the intersection with South Avenue. 

Traffic signals may also need to 
be added at Wood Street and Ross 
Avenue. But first a 4-way stop with 
flashing lights may be installed, where 
officials can experiment and observe.

Decorative crosswalks that 

resemble red brick are planned to be 
installed at intersections. While some 
parking meters will be removed, others 
may be added.

Another thing that will be 
completed before drivers actually 
can go both ways on Wood is the 
installation of new signage, not just 
on Wood Street but also along Ross 
Avenue from Hay to Swissvale.

When the road opens to traffic 
both ways, the businesses—those 
existing and those yet  to come— will 
have increased business exposure and 
traffic flow.

Wood Street may be ready for two-
way traffic as soon as late July.

Wilkinsburg Summer Concerts!
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WCdC
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®

To support the WCDC, 
send a tax-deductible 
contribution to

1001 Wood St., 
Wilkinsburg, PA 15221

OR donate online at
wilkinsburgcdc.org
Thank you!

412.727.7855 
412.871.3149 (fax)

info@wilkinsburgcdc.org

The course has graduated more than 
100 entrepreneurs, but the spring 2020 
class was the first to complete the business 
planning course virtually.

Five years after the WCDC first 
established its CORE FOUR course 
as a way to teach aspiring and existing 
business owners fundamental skill sets, 
the program has celebrated more than 100 
graduates, and supported more than 250 
entrepreneurs.

“We considered postponing the course 
until the fall, but participants were still 
very interested in attending, so we made 
a few changes to the curriculum and 
were able to hold the classes completely 
online,” said Gordon Manker, WCDC 
Business Development Specialist and the 
coordinator of the WCDC’s CORE FOUR 
program. He is a veteran of Pittsburgh 
Community Services Inc.’s Micro-Business 
Institute and is certified in CORE FOUR, 
a business planning course that offers 
business owners a baseline in research, 
accounting, and marketing.

“The course gives them a good 
framework,” says Gordon. “We want 
participants to emerge with two 
takeaways: the ability to make an 
informed decision about whether this is 
the right time and the right business for 
them, and secondly, a solid foundation 
in what it really means to be in business: 
what kind of systems should be in place to 
position them for success.”

The eight-week course, which is 
free to participants, is offered in the 
spring and the fall. It meets once a week, 
traditionally on Thursdays from 6-8 p.m. 
at the WCDC’s headquarters in the newly 
renovated Lohr Building at 725 Wood 
Street. Topics include:

• success planning,
• market planning,
• cash flow planning, and
• operations planning

The Spring 2020 virtual class was 
made up of the dozen local entrepreneurs 

listed below. Congratulations to the 
recent graduates!

• Gemma DiRenna, owner of a yoga 
business

• Roxanne Epperson, founder of the 
Healing Space Podcast:

“Core Four has prepared me to 
take the next steps in realizing my 
dreams. I signed up for the workshop 
series because I wanted to learn how 
to turn my non-profit programs into a 
for-profit venture. We were exposed to 
great resources that included bankers 
and continued assistance with the 
development of our business plan. 
It was a joy to hear the dreams of 
other participants. I look forward to 
supporting them by purchasing their 
products or making referrals to their 
businesses!”
• Jacquelin Featchurs, aspiring real 

estate entrepreneur
• Eugene Featchurs, aspiring real estate 

entrepreneur
• Sarah Gilbert, owner of a skincare 

company, CASM
• Lisa Hart, commercial property 

owner and entrepreneur
“WCDC‘s Core Four workshop 

helps describe different types of 
businesses and how to start a business, 
focusing on important elements like 
networking. This course helps with 
financial building for success and gives 
you templates to help structure your 
business.”
• Rosie Moore, aspiring business owner
• Deborah Nelson, owner of Christ Like 

Expressions Apparel
• Denise Sheffey, aspiring business 

owner
“My experience with the 

workshop was excellent. The main 
thing that I learned is that a business 
plan is needed to get things in order. 
Gordon is an excellent teacher and 
very knowledgeable. I have learned so 
much from him.”
• Syreeta Squair, owner of a speaking/

coaching business, Syreeta Speaks, LLC
“I needed help launching my 

business.Thanks to WCDC’s Core 
Four workshop,  I have been able 
to make small shifts in my business 
to increase sales and secure more 
clients. Gordon’s straightforward 
delivery taught me how to step out of 
my comfort zone, and create better 
systems. I would definitely recommend 
this workshop to any current or future 
business owner looking to grow and 
scale their business.”
• Tenicka Thompson, aspiring business 

owner
• Dr. Dominique Thornhill, owner of 

Each One, Teach One Learning Center
“The eight-week course 

reviewed the necessary steps to 
take to successfully open a business 
and remain open. We received a 
workbook and business help book, 
both which were very informational 
and useful, I am looking forward to 
putting everything learned to use as 
we prepare to open our doors this 
September!”

WCDC’s Core Four Program Celebrates the 
Graduation of Its First Online Class
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School District
www.wilkinsburgschools.org

A Message from the Superintendent 
of Schools—Dr. Linda Iverson

Enjoy This Summer 
and Let’s All Look 
Forward to Fall!

Wilkinsburg students, faculty, staff, 
administrators and parents, you have 
certainly earned some time off this 
summer! 

The COVID-19 school closure 
challenged us all, and the way you rose 
to that challenge, each doing your part 
and working together to make sure that 
learning continued, was nothing short of 
inspiring. I’m proud of all of you.

Even as you enjoy this well-earned 
summer, please also join me in looking 
forward to fall. We have all missed each 
other so much!  And even though we’ve 
proven that we can continue to teach and 
learn even when we are separated, wouldn’t 
it be wonderful to learn, teach, play, and 
grow together again? I cannot wait!

That happy day cannot happen 
without detailed plans centered on safety. 
I want all of you to know that we at the 
District have already shifted our focus to 
crafting plans for Turner and Kelly schools. 

We are carefully monitoring the 
mandates and safety protocols provided by 
our Governor, and will continue to do so 
throughout the summer.  We will use the 
guidance from both Governor Wolf and 
the Pennsylvania Department of Education 
to construct several scenarios for ensuring 
students resume instruction in the safest 
way possible.

Although we hope the state’s plan 
to physically reopen schools comes to 
fruition at the start of the 2020-21 school 
year, please know that if the COVID-19 
situation should require a delayed physical 
opening, we will be equally ready to 
provide remote instruction, building upon 
the program we put in place this spring.

I promise to keep you updated as more 
information becomes available. Until then, 
please be safe and happy.

Wilkinsburg Pre-K and Kindergarten 2020-21 
Registration Is Open!

Don’t delay. Register today!
Registration Packets are available on the school district’s website: www.

wilkinsburgschools.org .

Do you need a registration packet mailed to you
 or do you have questions? Please call Shannon Galore at 412.871.2105.

A Celebration of Wilkinsburg’s 
Learn-At-Home Success

Team Wilkinsburg stayed connected, 
strong, and successful as we learned at home 
during the school shutdown. We celebrated 
this huge achievement in a big, but safe way 
during the Monday, June 8, Student & Family 
Summer Sendoff.

Students, parents, and families stood 
outside their homes and cheered as a parade 
of teachers, administrators and school board 
members cheered back. School colors and pride 
were fully displayed on shirts, front doors, 
trees, and sidewalks. With instruments, pots and pans, and voices, Wilkinsburg made 

some noise!
“Students were super excited and were 

jumping up and down when they saw us!” 
said Kelly Primary Principal Kerry Francis. 
“For teachers and staff, it was emotional 
because we truly miss our students and we 
know how hard this has been for everyone.”

Turner Principal Joe Maluchnik was 
delighted to see so many staff members’ cars 
decorated. “I think the staff was more excited 
than the students!” he said. Students were 
obviously very happy to see their teachers, 
he added. “I saw many signs with teachers’ 

names on them, so I know they had to be excited when they had a chance to see teachers 
they haven’t seen in three months. It was a great way to bring us 
all together during this time.”

Both principals are proud of students, teachers, and parents 
for the way they handled the COVID-19 school closure.  

“It hasn’t been an easy adjustment but our teachers and staff 
always keep students first,” Francis said. “We will continue to 
work hard and...do what is right for our students and families in 
the Wilkinsburg School District Community.”

“It was a great lesson in resilience, and our staff, students, 
parents, and community have demonstrated resilience over the 
last three months,” said Dr. Maluchnik.
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Religious Architectural Heritage Committee (RAH) of Preservation Pittsburgh 
is planning Sacred Spaces Tour III to be held Saturday, September 26, 10 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. in Wilkinsburg. Partially funded by a Neighborhood Allies “Love My 
Neighbor” grant, the free tour will feature participating religious structures. 

One example of outstanding religious architecture is the Arc of the Covenant 
Church at the corner of Rebecca Avenue and Coal Street. Initially named the 
Trinity Reformed Church, it was constructed in 1896 in the Richardsonian 
Romanesque style. Often described as an octagonal lantern design, it features a 
steeply pitched roof with stone arches, and arched stained glass windows in groups 
of three on each side. The building was designed by Elmer Benton Milligan, a 
Wilkinsburg architect who also designed the beautiful white marble building on the 
NE corner of Franklin Avenue and Wood Street. Additionally, Elmer Milligan was 
the architect of the magnificent South Avenue United Methodist Church.
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The Wilkinsburg Library (main) is now open Monday through 
Saturday 11 a.m. -5 p.m. Wednesdays from 10-11 a.m. are reserved 
for seniors 65+ only. 

The library is planning for a mid-July opening for curbside 
pickup at the Eastridge Public Library. 

For those still nervous about entering the library, mail order 
and grab ‘n go options are now available. In addition, many policies 
and procedures have changed. Visit wilkinsburglibrary.org/rules for 
more information.

Programming
Virtual/social distancing programs offered by the library this 

summer include:
• weekly “take-and-make” craft kits for adults and children and
• take-away scavenger hunts and bingo for adults and children
The library is also continuing to offer children’s story times for 

all ages on their Facebook page.
Many historical documents about Wilkinsburg are now on 

wilkinsburglibrary.org/historical. And many more free e-resources 
for all ages are available at: https://elibrary.einetwork.net.

Stay tuned for
• a self-guided historical tour around Wilkinsburg (in 

partnership with the Wilkinsburg Historical Society)
• digital pop up libraries that allow you to download books 

directly to your phone, no internet connection or special app 
downloads required!

Get updates on programming and other happenings by visiting 
the library on Facebook, Instagram and wilkinsburglibrary.org.

and 2.8% respectively.  
There are comparable numbers in 

coronary disease, thyroid disease, and 
respiratory disease. Wilkinsburg residents 
are also more likely to feel depressed, 

anxious, or hopeless and have trouble 
sleeping.

Out or respect for our neighbors, this 
summer WCM is initiating two programs 
that they think will help. 

The first includes a diversified and, 

they hope, sustainable, source of fresh 
food. Community food banks and their 
network of pantries are designed around 
an emergency model to provide food in 
such one-off circumstances as a natural 
disaster (like a hurricane or flood), military 
disasters (9/11) and economic/medical 
disasters (pandemic). 

Initially these were considered as short-
term challenges, not the long-term crises 
that they have become, and certainly not 
the life-long crises that our neighbors face 
due to the income disparity endemic in our 
region.  

The second is a sustained education 
program to encourage our neighbors to 
try more and different fresh foods. In 
June, the WCM intern and a local chef, 
Charles Kerber, have developed recipes 
using the produce WCM has to offer. 
They are interesting dishes that are easy 
to prepare and good to eat— good and 
good for you. 

FOOD FOR THOUGHT, from page 2

continued on page 8
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wilkinsburgchamber.com

The Wilkinsburg Thursday Market is  
MOVING…
We are excited to announce the partnership between the 
Wilkinsburg Thursday Market and the Borough’s Art in the 
Park for the 2020 season.  
Beginning June 4th through August 27th, the Market will be 
open every Thursday at the “Parklet on Penn Avenue” from 
4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. with music and activities with Art in the 
Park scheduled from 6:30 – 8:30 p.m.  The Market’s focus will 
be on fresh food and healthy habits. 
More information on our vendors and activities to come.   
Interested in being involved in the Market? 

Email info@wilkinsburgchamber.com

 WILKINSBURG PROUD 
There are many ways to demonstrate pride in our community 
– buy from local business, volunteer to help at community 
events, support community organizations and keep our 
streets clean and litter free. 
The Wilkinsburg Chamber of Commerce believes that if 
it is good for the community it is good for business.  The 
Chamber will launch a new initiative, Wilkinsburg Proud, with 
support from UPMC, Nine Mile Run Watershed Association 
and Pennwood Paint & Supply Company, to show our 
community pride by keeping our business district clean. 
The first phase will begin with a clean-up of the 700 block of 
Penn Avenue in May and, with additional support, continue 
through the summer of 2020. 
Volunteer for Wilkinsburg Proud!  

Contact info@wilkinsburgchamber.com
 

UPCOMING EVENTS
Saturday, April 11  •  9:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.    
Nine Mile Run Spring Stream Sweep

Saturday, April 11  •  11:00 am - 2:00 p.m. 
Shred-It Event & Facility Tours Guardian Storage  
Brinton Rd. 

Thursday, April 16  •  8:00 - 9:00 a.m.  
Chamber Board of Directors Meeting, 900 Wood St.

Saturday, April 18  •  Noon - 3:00 p.m.  
Garden Dreams Community Open House  
806 Holland Ave.

Tuesday, April 28  •  5:00 - 7:00 p.m.  
Wilkinsburg After Hours  
Wilkinsburg Borough Building

JOIN THE CHAMBER. BE INVOLVED. 
MAKE A DIFFERENCE.

ST. STEPHEN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH WILKINSBURG

EVERYONE IS WELCOME—NO EXCEPTIONS LUKE 10:25-37
www.ststephenspittsburgh.org

A diverse Community of Christians
Striving to Imitate Christ by Loving and Serving Others

Rev. Charles Esposito
Priest-in-Charge

Franklin Ave. and Pitt St., Wilkinburg, Pa. 15221
412.243.6100

Sunday Services: 8 a.m., 10:30 a.m. & 4 p.m.

Welcome To Wilkinsburg!
A Hand Up, LLC—The Chamber welcomes its newest member, A Hand Up, LLC, contracting services. 
Jason Buckner and his partner, Eugene Wright, specialize in interior 
and exterior demolition services, post construction clean-up, 
painting, and cleaning services—a registered and insured business. 
Contact them for sub-contract work at 412.500.6028. 

Jameelah’s Creations—Located in the Kregar Building at 900 Wood Street, Jameelah is a 
fashion designer who creates expressions of boldness and courage.

She offers her apparel and crafts along with wholesale shoes and 
accessories. In addition to creating one of a kind designs, Jameelah is very 
active in her community with a special interest in “building up youth.”  

Stop by and visit Jameelah Creations through the side door at the 
corner of Wood & Ross Avenue. 

Wilkinsburg Thursday Market
The Market in the Parklet on Penn Avenue is open 

every Thursday from 4–7 p.m. through the end of August. 
Vendors offer organic produce, local wine, gluten-free 
baked goods, plants, flowers, and prepared foods. 

In partnership with Who Cooks for You Farm and the USDA Farm to Family program, the 
Market offers free, pre-
bagged, local, organic 
produce on a first-come-
first-serve basis every 
Thursday during regular 

hours through the end of the market season. 
Thanks to UPMC, The Greater Wilkinsburg 

Community Advancement Association and Just Harvest 
for supporting the Thursday Market and Wilkinsburg.

Chamber of Commerce member Guardian Storage has special offers for the 
community at its Brinton Road location. Stop by to learn more. 
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Curbside
Grocery Pickup
available every day

NEW HOURS: 8 AM TO 8 PM
7516 MEADE street | Pittsburgh, pa 15208 

www.eastendfood.coop | 412.242.3598

The Ardmore Wall park, also 
referred to as the Penn-Lincoln Linear 
park, extends along Ardmore Boulevard 
from Franklin Avenue to Penn Avenue.

For nearly a century, this 950-feet-
long strip of land was divided into 18 
parcels of home sites. The old homes, 
vacant for decades, were deteriorated 
and unrestorable. 

The blighted structures were razed 
and just one home remains and is 
occupied. This entire project included 
restoration of the Ardmore wall and 
reestablishment of the sidewalk on top 
of the wall. 

A new handrail atop the wall will 
be installed for pedestrian safety. There 
will also be benches, lighting and low-
maintenance vegetation. 

This entire project is a 
collaboration. The Wilkinsburg 
Borough Council has worked together 
with the state to secure funding 
and grants through the Keystone 
Communities Grants. State Senator 
Jay Costa and Representative Edward 
Gainey have helped to secure funding 
that was used to beautify this important 
gateway to Wilkinsburg.

The newly established park is not 
yet officially named, but community 
input is welcome.

Beautifully crafted, the Ardmore 
wall park ends at the Penn Avenue 
intersection where the Wilkinsburg 
Historical Society will be installing 
a new bronze statue of Abraham 
Lincoln, the exact location where the 
original sheet copper Lincoln stood 
for a century. (The deteriorated copper 
Lincoln has been carefully removed 
and permanently displayed inside the 
municipal building.)

—from Anne Elise Morris,
Wilkinsburg Historical Society

Ardmore 
Wall Park 
Progresses

Chef Kerber is an honor graduate from 
the Pennsylvania Institute of Culinary 
Arts and also holds a business degree from 
Point Park University; he is the former 
executive chef at Allegheny Yale Club.  

Grace Sells, a rising senior at Carnegie 
Mellon University, is the intern at WCM 
for the summer term, working remotely 
from California.

The recipes that she and Chef Chuck 
are developing are,posted on the WCM 
Facebook page as Meals on Monday. They 
have included a sweet potato hash and an 

eggplant alad. Easy to make with minimal 
cooking, the recipes  are distributed with 
the ingredients at the pantry.

WCM also provides meal kits that 
include the recipe and the ingredients to 
make the meal.   

WCM cannot solve Wilkinsburg’s 
problems.  These are vast, imbedded in the 
fabric of an American culture that reflect 
the roots not only of racism, but also of 
blaming the poor for being poor.  

The Willkinsburg Community 
Ministry believes, however,  that we can 

treat our neighbors—
all our neighbors—
with respect and 
dignity. We can share 
food, provide some 
access to the civic life 
of the community 
(for example, by 
providing access 
to complete 2020 
Census online or to 
register to vote), and 
encourage active and 
positive engagement 
with one another. 
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FOOD FOR THOUGHT, from page 6


