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The Wilkinsburg Library is back open 
for in-person services. 

The library is now open Tuesday 
through Thursday, 9 a.m.–3 p.m. A special 
slot for seniors is reserved Wednesdays 
from 8–9 a.m.

Monday, Friday, and Saturday, the 
library is still offering their usual touchless 
services.

The children’s library remains 
closed while undergoing renovations. 
The library staff has expressed their 
thanks to the community for its patience, 
understanding and continued support 
during this time.

Here are some of the current special 
offerings from the library:

• Historical Tour of Wilkinsburg—
Download the PocketSights App and 

search for “Wilkinsburg.” 
Created in partnership 
with the Wilkinsburg 
Historical Society, the 
tour will guide you 
through the sights and 
places that have made 

their mark on Wilkinsburg throughout its 
history. Put on a mask, grab your phone 
and walk the tour route with your virtual 
guide.

• Takeaway Kits—The library is again 
offering takeaway kits. Take home scary 
movie night kits, DIY snowglobes, and 
more.

• Storytime in the Park— Join the 
library for a socially distanced story time 
every Tuesday (weather permitting) at 
12:30 p.m. at the Harold Young Parklet 
(formerly Penn Ave Parklet).

• Antique Appraisal—Get your 

antiques appraised—virtually! The library 
will be hosting a virtual antique appraisal 
on October 13.  Stay tuned to their 
webpage and social media for details on 
how to register.

• Baby Chicks—There are baby 
chicks at the library. The chicks are 
growing and are hatched. Tune into their 
Facebook page, website, or YouTube to 
watch them live: wilkinsburglibrary.org/
babychicks

• Connecting Seniors—If you or a 
loved one are a senior citizen and want 
to connect with peers, consider signing 

The Library Opens Again for Services in Person
up for the library’s Connecting Seniors 
Program. Get more info and register at 
wilkinsburglibrary.org/seniors

• Preschool Storytime—Tune in to 
the library’s Facebook page every Monday 
at 10 a.m. for preschool storytime with 
Children’s Manager Rachel Moore!

• YouTube Channel—The library’s 
YouTube channel is now live. View 
past programs, such as live videos and 
instructionals.

View the library’s full program 
calendar at wilkinsburglibrary.org/
calendar.

Ice breakers help Pittsburgh Urban Christian students bond with each other and their teachers. 
More news about PUCS on page 6.

FOCUSING ON THE FUTURE OF WILKINSBURG, SEE PAGE 4
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Night Paving on Penn Avenue
PennDOT District 11 announced 

overnight paving operations on Penn 
Avenue in Wilkinsburg borough Tuesday 
through Friday nights, September 
29-October 2, weather permitting.

Paving operations will occur between 
Ardmore Boulevard and the ramps to I-376 
(Parkway East) in Churchill from 6 p.m. to 
6 a.m. each night. 

Single-lane alternating traffic will 
occur in the two-lane sections. Lane 
restrictions will occur in the three and 
four-lane sections with bi-directional traffic 
being maintained.

Bonfire Benefit
Jade Earth Events and Impact 

Neighborhood Redevelopment are hosting 
a bonfire benefit on October 3, 6–9 p.m. at 
718 North Avenue.

There will be food, drinks, music 
and vendors. Proceeds will benefit the 

revitalization of vacant buildings in the 
central district.

RSVP on Eventbrite or by email at 
jadeearthevents@gmail.com.

E-Waste Recycling
The next E-Waste Recycling event will 

happen on October 24 from 9 a.m.–1 p.m. 
at 1230 Park Avenue.

Bring monitors, TVs, printers, etc. 
While there are suggested donations for 
each item, a donation of at least $5 for the 
recycling service is required.

Foreclossure Prevention and Rent 
Relief

Civically, Inc., on Wood Street has 
resource navigators to assist you with 
an application if you need help with 
eviction or foreclosure prevention and rent 
relief. Office hours are on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays from 11 a.m.–2 p.m. 

To learn more, call 412.534.6600.

Make a Plan to Vote—Here Are Your Options
Do you have your plan to vote? If not, 

now is the time to make one. If you aren’t 
registered, do it now . If you think you’re 
registered, double check to make sure. 
Go to votespa.com and do it online or 
download and print a paper form and mail 
it in to the Elections Division. 

You have options! 

Vote By Mail
Once you are registered you will need 

to: 
1—Request a mail in ballot, which you 

can also do at votespa.com. 
2—When you get your ballot in the 

mail, READ THE DIRECTIONS. 
3—Fill out your ballot, put it in the 

secrecy envelope. 
4—Sign the declaration and put the 

secrecy envelope inside the main envelope. 
5—Put a stamp on it and either take 

it to the the post office or drop it off at 
the County Office Building in person at 
542 Forbes Ave., Suite 604, Pittsburgh, PA 
15219-2953. It’s on the 6th floor.

6—Pat yourself on the back for making 

your voice heard.
7—Ask all your friends and relatives 

if they have a plan to vote and help them 
make one if they don’t already have one.

It’s critical that you put your ballot 
inside the secrecy envelope before placing 
it in the main envelope and sending it. 
Signing the declaration is also critical. 
Ballots that aren’t inside a secrecy envelope 
or have unsigned declarations will not be 
counted. Also, you can’t deliver anyone 
else’s ballot in person for them.

Vote In Person Before Election Day 
You can go to the County Elections 

Division in person between the hours of 
8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. and request your 
ballot in person, fill it out on the spot, and 
hand it back to them. 

They are located at 542 Forbes Ave., 
Suite 604 Pittsburgh, PA 15219-2953 (on 
the 6th floor.)

Vote in Person on November 3
You can vote on Election Day in your 

area as you would normally. Due to Covid, 

it is recommended that you double check 
your registration at votespa.com at least a 
week prior to November 3 to make sure 
your polling place is still where you think 
it is. As of now, the plan is to open all 
polling places, but that could change and 
you want to make sure you know where to 
go when November 3 arrives.

Questions? Call 1-877-VOTESPA (1-
877-868-3772) or go to votespa.com.
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WilkinsBurg Borough
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OCTOBER
Mon.,  5 Infrastructure and Blight, 6 p.m.
Tues.,  6 Music, Art & Seniors, 6:30 p.m.
Tues.,  6 Planning Commission, 6:30 p.m.
Wed.,  7 Council Work Session, 7 p.m.
Thurs.,  8 Public Safety Committee, 9 a.m.
Thurs.,  8  Personnel, Policies, and Procedures, 10 a.m.
Mon., 12 Finance, Budget and Capital Planning, 5:30 p.m.
Mon., 12 Library Advisory Board, 6 p.m.
Mon., 12 Shade Tree Commission, 6:30 p.m.
Wed., 14 Business and Job Development, 6 p.m.
Thurs., 15 Recreation Advisory Committee, 5:30 p.m.
Wed., 21 Council Legislative Meeting, 7 p.m.
Mon., 26 Joint Tax Committee, 5:30 p.m.
Wed., 14 Business and Job Development, 6 p.m.
Wed., 14 Business and Job Development, 6 p.m.

NOVEMBER
Mon.,  2 Infrastructure and Blight, 6 p.m.
Tues.,  3 Music, Art & Seniors, 6:30 p.m.
Tues.,  6 Planning Commission, 6:30 p.m.

Borough Calendar

Meetings are scheduled for the Borough Building, but are 
subject to change. Call the borough office for updates.

Sprucing up and planting was 
done at Harold Young, Sr., Parklet 

with volunteers from borough 
council, the Pollinator Group, 
residents, and Harold Young’s 

daughter, Dr. Jacqueline Young.

The parklet was recently named 
for Young, a long-time resident 

of Wilkinsburg who went above 
and beyond in his outreach to the 

community, including founding the 
Jazz Workshop Band and Art in 

the Park and teaching underserved 
students in the mastery of music. 

Residents can obtain a permit 
to use the parklet. To obtain 

yours and reserve a date 
call 412.244.2900 for more 

information.

LEAF COLLECTION
begins on November 2 

and ends on December 18
 

Leaves—in paper bags only—will be 
picked up at the curb on your regular 

street sweeper day. If your street is not 
marked for street sweeping, pile bags at 

the curb and call the Department of Public 
Works at 412.244.2959

(Piled-up loose leaves will NOT be picked up – 
Bagged leaves ONLY!)

Leaf bags are available at both libraries—5 for 
$1.

YARD WASTE DAY
for leaf bags/sticks/ branches

NOVEMBER 14

Fall Is Coming…
And So Are The Leaves!

Harold Young, Sr., Parklet Gets a Boost
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To support the WCDC, 
send a tax-deductible 
contribution to

1001 Wood St., 
Wilkinsburg, PA 15221

OR donate online at
wilkinsburgcdc.org
Thank you!

412.727.7855 
412.871.3149 (fax)

info@wilkinsburgcdc.org

This spring, the Wilkinsburg 
Community Development Corporation 
(WCDC) invited 350 Wilkinsburg 
stakeholders to participate in a visioning 
process from June to August 2020. 
Because large community gatherings 
could not be held during COVID-19, 
participants engaged in a series of surveys 
and zoom conferences to replicate the 
community meeting process.

The Wilkinsburg Focus Group 2020 
was facilitated by Ellen Ruddock, who 
was also the facilitator for the WCDC’s 
original Wilkinsburg Focus Group held 
in 2006 and Jordan Pallitto from The 
Hill Group. Overall 134 individuals were 
part of the conversation to identify and 
increase awareness of the issues facing 
Wilkinsburg and to become part of the 
solution.

During the sessions participants 
agreed that Wilkinsburg has distinct 
strengths of location; community ties; 
resiliency, friendly and positive people; 
prominent churches; and existing racial 
and economic diversity. The group 
also shared a vision for the future of 
Wilkinsburg as a regional destination 
that is diverse and welcoming for all with 
a vibrant business district, and visibly 
strong neighborhoods.

Despite Wilkinsburg’s tremendous 
progress, the group identified a number 

Focusing on the Future of Wilkinsburg

of barriers to achieving their vision. 
The list of obstacles needing to be 
addressed includes high property taxes, 
vacant property and 
blight, the visible 
state of the business 
district, perceptions of 
crime, school district 
performance and 
resistance to change.

By the third round 
of meetings, the group 
reached consensus that 
property tax issues were 
of top priority. “Property 
taxes are half of a 
commercial mortgage 
payment” said a local business owner 
participant. “If taxes don’t change, I will 

have to move to a new location. I employ 
30 people with decent wages and they all 
bike to work.“ 

Another local business owner spoke 
to how the issue affected their home 
buying choice “I’d love to buy a house 
here, but I can’t pay those taxes.”

The sessions wrapped up with the 
group brainstorming solutions to high 
property taxes and their interconnectivity 
to other issues such as vacant property 
and communication. 

Understanding that there is more 
research, analysis and work to be done 
in order to bring about change in the 
community they love, more than half 
of the participants have volunteered to 
join and form committees. A plan of 
next steps will be developed by these 
committees over the coming months.

By the end of 2020, a complete 

report of Wilkinsburg Focus Group 2020 
will be compiled and made available on 
the WCDC website. To learn more or 
get involved in a committee, visit the 
[website link] or email focusgroup@
wilkinsburgcdc.org.

Zoom Session, July 22, 1 p.m.



 www.wilkinsburgsun.com 5

School District
www.wilkinsburgschools.org

By Kelly Hanna—Public Relations Officer for Wilkinsburg School District

Positive Behavior Program Supports Student Engagement
Four years ago, the Wilkinsburg School 

District implemented the Positive Behavior 
Intervention Support (PBIS) incentive 
model for its student body. This behavioral 
support system is unique in many ways, 
as it helps children grow academically, 
emotionally, and socially. The district has 
worked hard to set guidelines for students, 
both inside and outside the classroom. 

By creating social and behavioral 
expectations, the district teaches children 
replacement behaviors. With these 
behaviors, students play a role in creating 
an environment that is safe, fun, free from 
distraction, and permits them to excel and 
learn while reaching their highest potential.

“We adopted this program because it 
made sense to give our students behavioral 
tools that they could use to help them 

learn better,” said School Board President, 
Ed Donovan. “Since implementing this 
behavioral support system, teachers have 
reported higher concentration from 
students with less classroom distractions. It 
really has worked well for us.”

The premise of the program is to 
adopt district-wide discipline expectations 
that include how to behave in different 
environments: (1) inside the classroom, 
(2) areas outside the classroom (hallways, 
restrooms, cafeteria, etc.), and (3) online 
learning. The expected behaviors boil 
down to the motto: “Be Respectful, Be 
Responsible, and Be Safe.” Teachers 
spent time during the first week of school 
discussing these behavior and classroom 
expectations with their students.

In light of online learning, the 
core behaviors have not 
changed, but there have been 
modifications to adapt to 
this new learning platform. 
Kelly Elementary and Turner 
Intermediate have PBIS 
Coaches who oversee the 
program. Coaches look for 
patterns of behavior with 
students, then identify and 
analyze needs to help redirect 
behaviors. If a teacher has a 
behavioral issue with a student, 
the PBIS teacher is called in to 
talk to the student and get to 
the core of the misconduct.

“When I am called 
upon to help a teacher with a 
student, I generally find that 
extracting the student from 
the classroom and taking 
a walk down the hallway 
while talking to the child can 
make a huge difference. Our 
student population is young, 
so sometimes removing them 
from a situation to give them 
a temporary reprieve can be 
all that they need to reboot 
their behavior and attitude. 
Discussing the behavioral 

expectations with them helps as well,” 
explained Randy Davis, the PBIS coach for 
Kelly Elementary.

Similarly, at Turner Intermediate, 
students can visit the PBIS Room directly 
and speak with the PBIS Coach. “The 
children feel heard and know that someone 
is in their corner to help them make better 
decisions when they visit the support room,” 
said Michelle Lucas, the PBIS coach at 
Turner Intermediate.

The heart of the program encourages 
students to take ownership of their actions 
and be apologetic for mistakes. They are 
expected to use kind words, be a good 
sport, include others in group activities, be 
a role model, demonstrate helpfulness, be 
prepared for school, keep their workspace 
tidy, and always be respectful.

Additionally, there are signs posted 
throughout the school that designate which 
voice levels students are to use in specific 
areas. For instance, classroom voice levels 
are a “1” while recess voice levels are a “3.” 
These types of guides within the schools 
provide additional support for students 
and their efforts to maintain behaviors 
throughout the school day.

Last school year, students were awarded 
Tiger Bucks for good behavior.  The district 
has received several donations of toys, 
games, and books that kids may exchange 
periodically for their Tiger Bucks. Since 
online learning is being implemented, 
teachers and parents are able to give 
incentives to students through online 
applications such as Class Dojo.  Some 
of the virtual learning incentives being 
discussed by teachers and administration 
include a VIP video message from the 
teacher, a virtual dance party, mystery mail 
(a teacher sends the student a package or 
letter), and a teacher drive-by.

“Teachers are elated to report that they 
have noticed that students continue to 
follow the three core behaviors while doing 
online learning.  We are so proud of all of 
our students, and their desire to behave well 
so that they can learn better,” remarked 
Superintendent, Dr. Linda Iverson.
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New PUCS student happy in his new T-shirt.

The campus buildings at 809 
Center Street and 813 South Avenue in 
Wilkinsburg are very quiet. The Pittsburgh 
Urban Christian School (PUCS) ’20-’21 
launch was unlike any other in their 40-
year history. 

The staff was charged with planning 
a socially distant, yet caring and strong 
academic first month of the school year 
for remote learning. It was a daunting 
task for this school known for welcoming 
community and high academic standards. 
As of the third week of school, the launch 
seems successful.

PUCS enrolled 19 new students 
this year. Typically, they welcome the 
new students and their families with fun 
social events at school and a two-day all-
school camp held at Ligonier Camp and 
Conference Center. 

The memories and bonds created from 
these events are priceless. Due to the social 
distancing requirements this year, they 
purposed individual “Welcome Wagon” 
visits to each new family. New kids were 
gifted with a PUCS tee-shirt, a celebration 
balloon, a family box of shortbread 
cookies, and a prayer prayed with each 
family. In these visits, they connected 
faces with names, learned a bit about new 

families and demonstrated to 
kids just how much they are 
valued! 

Enrollment numbers are 
surprising and strong. They 
are so thankful for the present 
132 students, and await the 
confirmation of a few more pre-K 
students. PUCS preschool is 
operating both virtually and live. 

The preschoolers attend 
school in-person two mornings 
a week. Other grades enjoy class 
events in person for brief and 
careful periods of time, serving 
all educational and relational 
needs.

Residents of the borough 
will be able to see these 
happenings in the side yard at 
813 South Avenue. Just look 
for the sparkly back-to-school 
banners and kids with masks 
doing what they do best—
hanging out, laughing and 
learning together.

There were and are still so many 
unknowns but PUCS faces the days 
with courage and thanksgiving and look 
forward to “regular in-person school” in 

Stop The Vining!
Vines like English ivy or myrtle can be very attractive in our gardens. But when they 

start to climb a tree and noone stops them, that vine will eventually kill the tree.
This problem affects both the Borough’s street trees and trees on private property. 

Here are the main offenders—the vines seen most commonly on Wilkinsburg’s trees. You 
can check out their appearance online:

•  Grape vine
•  Virginia creeper
•  English ivy
Other vines less frequently seen on trees in Wilkinsburg include poison ivy, 

euonymous, and myrtle.
Please help the Borough’s Shade Tree Committee by checking street trees near your 

home, plus any trees on your property. If vines have just started growing, pull them out 
by the roots, except for poison ivy. 

If they’re more established, cut the vines near ground level and repeat the process if 
they sprout again. Don’t use pesticides on them since this could also harm the tree. 

If the vine is poison ivy, which has three-leaf clusters and a hairy stem, do not touch 
the plant itself. Cut the vine near ground level. Questions? Contact Jeanne Drennan at 
412-638-3972 or at jeannedrennan@gmail.com

Poison ivy climbing a tree trunk.

PUCS Starts Unusual School Year with Purpose 

the future. For questions about Pittsburgh 
Urban Christian School, contact their 
main office at 412.244.1779.
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ST. STEPHEN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH WILKINSBURG

EVERYONE IS WELCOME—NO EXCEPTIONS LUKE 10:25-37
www.ststephenspittsburgh.org

A diverse Community of Christians
Striving to Imitate Christ by Loving and Serving Others

Rev. Charles Esposito
Priest-in-Charge

Franklin Ave. and Pitt St., Wilkinburg, Pa. 15221
412.243.6100

Sunday Services: 8 a.m., 10:30 a.m. & 4 p.m.

One of the things that Wilkinsburg’s Opening Doors for Kids, Inc., is doing at this time is to help working parents and guardians 
by providing a supervised, affordable place for their kids who are online schooling. 

Opening Doors Home School Academy is located at 1300 Swissvale Avenue inside 
the Covenant Fellowship Reformed Presbyterian Church. The hours for the academy are 
8 a.m.–2:30 p.m. Free breakfasts and lunches are offered, as well as tutoring, technical 
support, one-on-one student support with qualified teacher aids, and educational 
activities. 

They offer working parents the support they need to ensure their child completes all 
daily assignments while they are at work. 

Opening Doors has begun their Blessing Bag pick-up again for any Wilkinsburg 
student on Fridays at 1300 Swissvale Ave. Produce will be available weekly. Check out 
their Facebook page (https://www.facebook.com/opening.doors.1401) for that and other 
program schedules. “When our community faces a problem, we will be here to fix it,” said 
Michael Johnson, 
CEO. 

If you are 
interested in 
volunteering or 
donating please call 
1.800.618.8582 or 
email hello.odfyf@
gmail.com.

1789 S. Braddock Ave.
Suite 410
Pittsburgh 15218

metrofamilypratice.org
412.247.2310

WHOLE People. ALL People.

Opening Doors for Kids Is Providing Support for Online Students
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Local color
Farmers market fresh, every day.

7516 Meade Street, Pittsburgh, PA 15208 . www.eastendfood.coop . 412-242-3598

Protect Our Neighborhood Stream
When it rains, stormwater carries any trash on the ground 

into the storm sewers and then directly into the Nine Mile Run 
stream. Lately, an increase in disposable gloves and masks on the 
ground has been observed, including more in the stream. Dispose 
of your used masks and gloves in secure trash cans and encourage 
your friends and neighbors to do the same. Together, we can 
protect ourselves from COVID-19 and protect Nine Mile Run.

Long-term residents and business owners seek 
to make positive change for youth: Warren 
Jackson, CEO of New Vision Ministries Inc. 
(left), and  Councilman Andre Scott (right).

Councilman Andre Scott in collaboration with New Vision 
Ministries Inc., headed by Warren Jackson, coordinated a month-
long basketball tournament with middle school and high school 
youth from Allegheny County, in an effort to promote non-violent 
interactions. 

Games were held at Wilkinsburg’s Hunter Park and brought 
together families, neighborhoods, and community leaders in a 
positive manner. Tournament games allowed youth a physical 
outlet for their energy during a time of remote learning and 
restrictions, as well as a means to fellowship with youth from 
various backgrounds. Contributing agencies include Able Vision 
Counseling & Consulting. Let’s Inspire, MadeIt, Cure Violence 
Pittsburgh, Pittsburgh MADDADS, Lee Davis Consulting, 24, 
Demonstration for Youth, I Love Life, and many more. This was 
truly a communal event.

Additional activities are being planned, including alternate 
sporting activities with the same message of peace, as Scott would 

Stepperz vs. Westinghouse High School at Hunter Park—local youth engaging in basketball tournament to promote peace.

like this to become an annual event, and other neighborhoods 
are requesting to enact this process around the county. 

Youth Basketball Tournament Promotes Healthy Interactions


