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You may have noticed that a new 
sign welcomes you to Wilkinsburg along 
Ardmore Boulevard. The stretch between 
Penn and Franklin Avenues, a space once 
lined with blighted homes, is being shaped 
into one of Wilkinsburg’s beautiful green 
spaces. 

Slated to open sometime in early 
2020, the space will have a bike trail 
lining the upper alleyway, new sidewalks 
and decorative rod iron railings along 

the bottom, lush landscape planted 
throughout the park, and high visibility 
from Ardmore Boulevard. It seemed only 
right that this would become the new 
home for the “Welcome to Wilkinsburg” 
entry monument. 

The sign sits atop the hillside, with 
direct views as visitors drive into the 
Borough from Route 30. Standing at 
almost 20 feet at its tallest point, the 
sign is made from a smooth red brick 

and concrete caps.  The traditional feel 
is designed to match architecture seen 
throughout the Borough. The sign has 
fifteen-foot concrete inset etched with 
a message welcoming all visitors to the 
Borough. In the evening, the sign will 
be lit with floodlights to give a more 
monumental feel and allow for visibility in 
the evenings and throughout the night.

The project will be officially completed 
and opened in the first half of 2021.

A New Welcome Greets Ardmore Travelers

CAROLS ON THE BELLS, December 9-11—See page 2.
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Carols on the Bells Returns
On December 9, 10, and 11 at 5 p.m., 

crack open a window or take a stroll over 
to St. James Roman Catholic Church at 
718 Franklin Avenue to enjoy community 
Christmas music in a historic socially-
distanced format. 

Wilkinsburg-
based organist 
Michael Kearney, 
a Ph.D. student 
at Duquesne 
University, will 
perform a variety 
of seasonal music 
on the church’s 20-bell chime beginning at 
5 p.m. each evening. 

Friday’s performance will be 
followed by a short recital on the church’s 
5-division, 54-rank Möller pipe organ. The 
bells of St. James can be heard all across 
Wilkinsburg. From near or far, let the 
sounds of the season fill you with comfort 
and joy!

Santa and Mrs. Claus Visit
Wilkinsburg is getting a special visit 

from Santa and Mrs. Claus! Santa will 
be joining the library’s 
Facebook and YouTube 
storytime to read you a 
few holiday books!

Hosted by 
Wilkinsburg Public 
Library and Wilkinsburg 

Borough, the event is December 21 at 
10:30 a.m. 

Visit facebook.com/wilkinsburglibrary.

Travelouge Landscapes on Display at 
the Lohr Gallery

The WCDC continues its Art All Over 
series in partnership with the Sleeping 
Octopus Arts 
Initiative. 
This time 
Wilkinsburg 
artist, Tom 
Norulak, is 
bringing the 
outdoors in. 
The works in Travelouge are inspired by 
the artist’s travels, which include hiking 
in the woods, cruising the Caribbean, 
and vacationing in Pennsylvania, Mexico, 
Georgia, West Virginia, California and 
more. The watercolors and limited edition 
screenprints and woodcuts are translations 

and impressions of Norulak’s photographic 
works. 

Gallery hours will be held socially 
distanced in-person on select Saturdays or 
by appointment through January 23. For 
more information visit: wilkinsburgcdc.
org/artallover.
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The Wilkinsburg Sun is a free  
monthly community newsletter published by the 

volunteer Wilkinsburg Community Newsletter 
Board, with the support of the Wilkinsburg 
Borough, the Wilkinsburg School District, 

the Wilkinsburg Chamber of Commerce, and 
the Wilkinsburg Community Development 

Corporation. The Sun is printed by Knepper Press. 

Please submit all articles and calendar 
events to: editor@wilkinsburgsun.com,  

or by mail, P.O. Box 86064, Wilkinsburg, 
PA 15221. Please submit articles 5 weeks 

before publication and  
calendar events 3 weeks before  

publication. To advertise,  
e-mail adsales@wilkinsburgsun.com,  

or call 412.680.1381. The Sun accepts 
submitted articles provided they are related 

to Wilkinsburg and are civic-minded. The 
Sun reserves the right to withhold articles 
from print. Please note that The Sun does 

not publish political or opinion pieces.

Sign up to receive The Sun 
by email at eepurl.com/v0iBP 
and friend us on Facebook.

WE’RE HIRING!
We are looking for energetic, cooperative, 

and committed employees who share a love of 
good, healthful food and enjoy helping others 

through exceptional customer service.

APPLY ONLINE! 
www.eastendfoodcoop.hiringthing.com
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WilkinsBurg Borough
www.wilkinsburgpa.gov

DECEMBER
Tues.,  1 Planning Commission, 6:30 p.m.

Tues.,  1 Music, Art & Seniors, 6:30 p.m.

Wed.,  2 Council Work Session, 7 p.m.

Mon.,  7 Infrastructure and Blight, 6 p.m

Wed.,  9 Business and Job Development, 6 p.m

Thurs.,  10 Public Safety Committee, 9 a.m.

Thurs.,  10 Public Safety Committee, 10 a.m

Mon.,  14 Finance, Budget and Capital Planning, 5:30 p.m

Mon.,  14 Library Advisory Board, 6 p.m

Mon.,  14 Shade Tree Commission, 6:30 p.m

Wed.,  16 Council Legislative Meeting, 7 p.m

Thurs.,  17 Recreation Advisory Committee, 5:30 p.m

Mon.,  28 Joint Tax Committee, 5:30 p.m.

Borough Calendar

Meetings are scheduled for the Borough Building, but subject 
to change. Call the borough office for updates.

LEAF COLLECTION
until December 18

 
Leaves—in paper bags only—will be 

picked up at the curb on your regular 
street sweeper day. If your street is not 
marked for street sweeping, pile bags at 

the curb and call the Department of Public 
Works at 412.244.2959

(Piled-up loose leaves will NOT be picked up – 
Bagged leaves ONLY!)

Leaf bags are available at both libraries—5 for $1.

New Director of Code Enforcement, Barca
Jim Barca joined our community as 

the Director of Code Enforcement in 
November. Barca brings to the position years 
of experience as a code enforcement officer, 
fire fighter, and journeyman carpenter in 
Dormont, Swissvale, and Homestead. 

Asked about what drew him to the 
position in Wilkinsburg, Barca said, “I see a 
lot of potential in Wilkinsburg in the near 
future, with similarities to neighborhoods 
like East Liberty and Homestead.”

A native of the Steel Valley area and 
a graduate of Steel Valley High School, 
Jim attended CCAC through the United 
Brotherhood of Carpenters and Jointers of 
America, becoming a journeyman carpenter.  
A volunteer firefighter for many years, he 
realized his dream of becoming a career 
firefighter in 2010, performing a dual role as 
firefighter and code enforcement officer.

Asked about his initial priorities as 
Director of Code Enforcement, he responded, “The immediate goals 
are to learn the system that is used in Wilkinsburg and find better 
ways to be more efficient and proactive at fighting blight”. 

Jim has a son who will turn two in December. He is a passionate 
ice hockey fan and still plays at least one night a week. He also enjoys 
working on various construction projects in his spare time.  

Please join the borough in welcoming Jim to our team and 
community.

January 23
ELECTRONIC 

RECYCLING
Discard television, 
radios, computers, 

small appliance, etc.
8 a.m.–1 p.m.

Public Works at 
1230 Park Avenue

Donations encouraged.
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Wilkinsburg Printer Spans Six Decades; Still Thriving

Rodney A. Herrmann, Jr., president of Herrmann Printing in Wilkinsburg.

At the age of five, Rodney A. 
Herrmann, Jr. was introduced to his family’s 
printing establishment on the Boulevard 
of the Allies. His grandfather started 
Herrmann Printing in 1955. Remembering 
his father operating the cutter and various 
other machines as he watched as a child in 
a paper box generated his interest in the 
business. At age 16, he began working there 
after school in various capacities, became an 
employee, and started learning the ins and 
outs of the business then located on Tioga 
Street in Homewood. Now, 38 years later, 
he is president of the 65-year-old business 
and continues to take it to new heights.

Located at 1709 Douglass Drive 
in Wilkinsburg since 1990, Herrmann 
Printing was recently rebranded to 
Herrmann Unlimited. They continue to 
offer their mainstay of commercial printing 
services inclusive of magazines, newsletters, 
booklets, multi-page brochures, calendars, 
annual reports, posters, postcards, flyers 
and catalogs. 

“Our commercial printing core is 
still dear to our hearts and will continue 
to be so.” He explained that, as a 
medium size printer, they have expanded 
by incorporating the acquisition and 
integration of enhanced digital printing 
capabilities as well as a suite of marketing 
and communication tools. Direct mailing 
has also been an integral service and is 
propelling its future to compete in the age 
of technology and social media.

Herrmann Unlimited has maintained 
a customer base of all sizes of businessess, 
locally and in other parts of Pennsylvania, 
as well as Ohio, Virginia, and New York, 
and as far as Florida and California. 
Because of their longevity and diversity, Rod 
says a lot of his clients have become friends, 
he has learned their business and they have 
grown and developed together.

Observing the business world from the 
inside out, Rod has kept up with the times 
by reading and studying: “I figure things 
out. When I see something I think can be 
lucrative to the business, I learn it and train 
and push my employees to learn it as well. 
He considers himself computer savvy from 

self-teaching and while working the night 
shift while getting his master’s degree from 
Robert Morris University.

As a third-generation business owner, 
Rod has had expertise handed down to him 
from his grandfather who died at the age 
of 97 through his father. A strong advocate 
of passing along knowledge, Rod’s advice 
to young entrepreneurs is to be passionate 
about what you do, to have good people 
skills, and to maintain good relationships. 
Gaining basic skills on running a business, 
paying attention to detail, and making 
smart decisions is also important. Points he 

stressed as essential included understanding 
finances and their management and not 
putting all your eggs in one basket. 

The Wilkinsburg Community 
Development Corporation considers 
Herrmann Unlimited as one of 
Wilkinsburg’s legacy businesses. For 
more information, call 412.243.4100 or 
browsewww.herrmannprinting.com

—Diane I. Daniels
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School District
www.wilkinsburgschools.org

By Kelly Hanna—Public Relations Officer for Wilkinsburg School District
Reading, Gateway to New Worlds: Strategies for Your Child Reading More!

DECEMBER
Tues.,  1 Board Reorganization, 7 p.m.
Wed.,  9 Interim Progress Reports
Tues.,  15 Joint Planning/Legislative 
Board Meeting, 7 p.m.
Wed.,  23 Winter Break Begins

JANUARY
Mon.,  4 School Back in Session
Wed.,  13 Extended Day/Early Dismissal
Mon.,  18 No School (MLK Day)
Fri.,  22 End of 2nd 9 week
Mon., 25 Clerical Day—No School

School Calendar

During the holidays and over summer 
breaks when I was growing up, my parents 
required my siblings and me to read a book 
each week. We then had to write a small 
report about it on an index card.  We got to 
choose our books and then had discussions 
about the books we read over dinner during 
the week. Penciling in family time to discuss 
the books helped us bond over something 
that supported a common interest, reading. 
A good book is still an outlet of relaxation 
for me to this day. Every book carries 
me away to a new place; there are new 
circumstances and lovely characters that I 
wish I could meet in person.  

In the Wilkinsburg School District, 
teachers have adopted Guided Reading. 
Guided Reading is a combination of 
reading, sounding out and understanding 
text, being able to sequentially retell the 
story, and comprehension of character 
development. Teachers place students in 
small groups where they read aloud to each 
other. This learning activity helps students 
listen to each other and solidifies the 
enunciation of words and proper diction. 

“When I visit our online classrooms, 
watching Guided Reading lessons is one 
of my favorite observations. Seeing our 
children grow as readers is a true gift. 
Our teachers are extremely creative with 
their lessons, and it helps tremendously to 

keep our students 
engaged,” said Dr. 
Linda Iverson, school 
superintendent, .

An example of 
Guided Reading from 
Turner Intermediate’s 
fourth grade teacher, 
Mr. Chambon, 
includes a game of 
Jeopardy. He uses 
an application to 
insert questions 
about a book, and 
the children play the 
game to determine 
the answers and earn 
points along the 
way.    The game helps 
solidify the reading 
lesson by challenging 
students to both retell 
the story and retain 
details about it.

Parents can help too. During the 
upcoming months with a lot of indoor time 
anticipated, parents can encourage reading 
together with these simple tips:

Have Your Kids Help You Make up a Story
Start a story for them (“Once upon 

a time, there was a horse named….”) Let 
your child help fill in the blank, and then 
gradually add more sentences and encourage 
your child to fill in those details. Now it’s 
time to document the story by writing it 
down. Have your child draw a character 
or scene in the story.  Keep the stories and 
drawings and add them to a binder. By the 
end of winter break, your child will be a 
better storyteller and will be an author!
Build Their Vocabulary

After reading a book with your child, 
have them pick their favorite word from 
the story. Ask them to use that word in a 
sentence over dinner.  Creating a stronger 
vocabulary will give your child lifelong tools 
to be more creative and verbose.

Set aside some time to read: The timing 
needs to work for your family. For example, 

an ideal time might be for 20 minutes after 
lunch each day. It is important to turn off 
the TV, put phones down, and encourage 
a pattern of behavior that makes reading a 
regular and enjoyable part of your family’s 
routine.

Create sentences: Ask your child to write 
a new word from a book on an index card 
or piece of paper.  Tape the words on a 
piece of poster board, and eventually you 
will have enough words to make different 
sentences.  This helps kids be creative and 
learn how to utilize the word meanings in 
different circumstances.

Board President Ed Donovan, has 
some encouragement for families for 
the upcoming months. “Children take 
remarkable journeys when reading and 
writing are a part of their everyday life. Our 
parents play an integral role in the equation 
of creating successful readers and have 
been fabulous during our online lessons 
in supporting the learning efforts of their 
child.  It is really important for our kids to 
keep up the momentum during the holidays 
and continue reading as much as possible.”
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On Saturday, November 21, Whitney Friends, Wilkinsburg Parks and Recreation, and 
the Tree Commission participated in the annual fall clean-up of Whitney Park. 20 folks 
showed up to rake leaves, groom the mulch in the swing and playground area, and add 
mulch to the little trees planted during the recent renovation.

Although 2020 was a difficult year for group gatherings, 
volunteers for the Grace & Peace Pollinator Garden & Orchard 
found ways to work together safely to help the garden and orchard 
grow. Two workdays in September and November brought together 

over 30 volunteers who helped weed, move mulch, care for the fruit 
trees, repair fencing, and overall beautify the corner lot of Swissvale 
and Glenn Avenues, where a vacant building once stood.

The volunteers came from a variety of places, including 
Covenant Fellowship Church, the Wilkinsburg Pollinator 
Committee, the Sierra Club, and Grounded Strategies. A 
Neighborhood Allies Love my Neighbor! grant provided money for 

new tools and food for these workdays. 
One tool, a stand-up weeder, makes the laborious task “almost 

fun,” according to one volunteer.
The orchard has some time yet to fully develop, but Pastor 

Pete Smith of Covenant Fellowship showcased the first harvest 
of the orchard after the November workday. Holding up a single 
yellow apple in front of the congregation, he stated that this “first 
fruit” is a “sign of things to come”.           —Autumn Butler

Wilkinsburg Orchard Yields First Fruit and Hope
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1789 S. Braddock Ave.
Suite 410
Pittsburgh 15218

metrofamilypratice.org
412.247.2310

WHOLE People. ALL People.

www.wilkinsburgchamber.com

Chamber of Commerce

900 Wood Street, 2nd Floor • Wilkinsburg, PA 15221  
412.242.0234 • info@wilkinsburgchamber.com 

wilkinsburgchamber.com

The Wilkinsburg Thursday Market is  
MOVING…
We are excited to announce the partnership between the 
Wilkinsburg Thursday Market and the Borough’s Art in the 
Park for the 2020 season.  
Beginning June 4th through August 27th, the Market will be 
open every Thursday at the “Parklet on Penn Avenue” from 
4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. with music and activities with Art in the 
Park scheduled from 6:30 – 8:30 p.m.  The Market’s focus will 
be on fresh food and healthy habits. 
More information on our vendors and activities to come.   
Interested in being involved in the Market? 

Email info@wilkinsburgchamber.com

 WILKINSBURG PROUD 
There are many ways to demonstrate pride in our community 
– buy from local business, volunteer to help at community 
events, support community organizations and keep our 
streets clean and litter free. 
The Wilkinsburg Chamber of Commerce believes that if 
it is good for the community it is good for business.  The 
Chamber will launch a new initiative, Wilkinsburg Proud, with 
support from UPMC, Nine Mile Run Watershed Association 
and Pennwood Paint & Supply Company, to show our 
community pride by keeping our business district clean. 
The first phase will begin with a clean-up of the 700 block of 
Penn Avenue in May and, with additional support, continue 
through the summer of 2020. 
Volunteer for Wilkinsburg Proud!  

Contact info@wilkinsburgchamber.com
 

UPCOMING EVENTS
Saturday, April 11  •  9:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.    
Nine Mile Run Spring Stream Sweep

Saturday, April 11  •  11:00 am - 2:00 p.m. 
Shred-It Event & Facility Tours Guardian Storage  
Brinton Rd. 

Thursday, April 16  •  8:00 - 9:00 a.m.  
Chamber Board of Directors Meeting, 900 Wood St.

Saturday, April 18  •  Noon - 3:00 p.m.  
Garden Dreams Community Open House  
806 Holland Ave.

Tuesday, April 28  •  5:00 - 7:00 p.m.  
Wilkinsburg After Hours  
Wilkinsburg Borough Building

JOIN THE CHAMBER. BE INVOLVED. 
MAKE A DIFFERENCE.

Thank You!
2020 Has Been a Year Like No Other.  

The Greater Wilkinsburg Advancement Association and the Wilkinsburg Chamber of Commerce offer their thanks to everyone—
individuals, businesses, community leaders and sponsors—for your friendship and partnership throughout this difficult year. Despite the 
uncertainty, adversity and challenges, the people of Wilkinsburg have shown up, dug in and supported the community.

We look forward to working together in 2021 to bring growth, vitality, and prosperity to everyone in Wilkinsburg. 
Best wishes to you and your family for a safe and happy holiday season.

Announcing New Board Members
Wilkinsburg Chamber of Commerce announces the election of three new members to its board of directors. The newly elected 

board members are:
• Wayne B. Cobb II, Cobb Counsel, LLC
• Stephen Long, Sr., Greenwood Property Solutions, LLC
• Don Robinson, M.Ed., Global Human Performance
Chamber President John Irwin announced, “I am thrilled to 

welcome these talented individuals. Their unique backgrounds and 
diverse experience will make them a great asset to our board and the 
organization.”

Make Wilkinsburg  
Shine for the Holidays! 

James Flower Shoppe 

“Serving Pittsburgh for 
Over 100 years” 

712 Wood St.  15221 
412-731-3794 

www.jamesfloralshoppe.com 
 

CHRISTMAS—DECEMBER 25
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Update on the Abraham Lincoln Statue for Penn and Ardmore
Abraham Lincoln has been sculpted 

and cast in bronze! 
The artist who created him is 

internationally acclaimed Susan Wagner. 
Wagner is the talented Pittsburgh native 
who sculpted the likenesses of Roberto 
Clemente, Willie Stargell and Bill 
Mazeroski at PNC Park in Pittsburgh. 

She created the children with a 
sea lion at the Pittsburgh Zoo, pioneer 
transplant surgeon Dr. Thomas Starzl at 
the Pitt campus in Oakland, and Fallen 
Police officers with K-9 Rocco on the 
North Shore. 

She was the chosen artist for many 
bronze bas-relief sculptures at the 
Cooperstown Baseball Hall of Fame, Pope 
John Paul II at the Vatican and a statue 

Worried about Rent or Eviction?
If you  are concerned about paying your rent or about being 

evicted, help is available. The Wilkinsburg Affordable Housing 
Advocates are committed to work with tenants and landlords to 
reduce evictions especially during the Covid pandemic. 

The Pennsylvania moratorium on evictions ended Sept. 21 
but the federal Center for Diseases Control (CDC) program 
to stop evictions lasts through the end of 2020. It applies to 
those who can prove they have lost their jobs or income or have 
extraordinary medical expences due to Covid 19. 

Tenants also needs to prove that he or she will be homeless if 
evicted, and agree to make timely partial payments. The program 
will not protect tenants who damaged property or violated the 
terms of the lease.

Help is available for renters from some local organizations:

Rent Help Pgh.—renthelppgh.org, 412.534.6600 for English 
or 412.530.5244 for Spanish.

Neighborhood Legal Services—free legal services to eligible 
clients in Allegheny County.

Regional Housing Legal Services—www.rhls.org; 412.201.4301.
St. Mary Magdalene Ministry Center at St. James Church—

rent and utility assistance, 412.241.1309; cceepsm@gmail.com. 
SOS Pittsburgh—Contact Jewish Family and Community 

Services at www.jfcspgh.org.

Help is available for homeowners from these organizations:
Save Your Home— 412.350.1041; saveyourhome@

alleghenycounty.us
Neighborworks—412.281.9773; www.neighborworkswpa.org;  

info@neighborworkswpa.org.
Action Housing—412.248.0021 or ahicaresrrp@

actionhousing.org.

A blessing box was dedicated at St. Stephen’s Church on Pitt Street. 
Myla Madera, a freshman at Oakland Catholic had the idea as a 
service project. She designed, helped build, and stained the box with the 
help of her family. She even used her allowance to fill the initial box. 
Myla’s family gifted the box to the church, where Myla’s uncle is the 
pastor. 

The Blessing Box will be used for people in the community to take what 
the need or leave what they can, especially during this holiday season. 
Pictured left to right: John Ferraro, Myla, Julie Madera, Father Chuck, 
and Marland Madera.

of baseball great Jackie Robinson in New 
Jersey. 

Soon, Wilkinsburg will be the latest 
home for a beautiful Wagner statue! 

Wilkinsburg’s Lincoln statue is 
entering the final phase of fabrication at 
the bronze foundry and will be ready in 
late January to be released. The plan is 
to have a dedication and unveiling of the 
statue on Lincoln’s birthday on February 
12 next year. 

President Lincoln’s statue has exquisite 
detail that the community should be able 
to view. Since there is no parking along the 
Penn/Ardmore site, it will be difficult to 
stop to see the statue and its detail.

The Wilkinsburg Historical Society 
has discussed with Borough officials the 

option of having the Lincoln statue placed 
temporarily in the first floor lobby of 
the Borough Building, on display from 
February 12 through spring and part of 
summer 2021.

Hundreds of Wilkinsburg residents, 
former residents, business people and 
organizations supported the project with 
contributions ranging from $5 to $5000. 

Funds are still needed to complete this 
and can be sent to Wilkinsburg Historical 
Society, PO. Box 17252, Pittsburgh, PA 
15235 or www.gofundme.com/lincoln-
statue-for-wilkinsburg

Relocation of Lincoln to the 
intersection on Penn Avenue/Lincoln 
Highway would be scheduled at a future 
date in 2021.


