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A new Wilkinsburg resident and 
stakeholder committee was recently created 
following a Focus Group visioning process 
led by the WCDC. 

Through a series of surveys and zoom 
calls, which took place over the Summer 
of 2020, participants in the Focus Group 
discussed strengths, challenges and key 
issues facing Wilkinsburg. Blight and 
the abundance of vacant properties were 
among the largest concerns identified.

Under the leadership of resident 
co-chairs, Deb Rose and Pam Panchak, 
the Strong Neighborhoods Committee 
was formed. Rose and Panchak bring 
with them over 20 years of experience in 
vacant property work in Wilkinsburg’s 
Hamnett Place. Once formed, Strong 
Neighborhoods Committee members 
determined their purpose to build strong 
neighborhoods through an investigation 
of the causes and impacts of blight and 
vacancy in Wilkinsburg. 

Since developing their objectives, the 

and create catalysts for reinvestment driven 
by community vision. Plan development 
is being guided by vacant property and 
community planning expert, Evaine K. 
Sing. 

“It is critical that neighborhood 
transformation be heavily informed and 
guided by resident input.” said Sing. 
“Each neighborhood will undertake its 
own process of planning and visioning.” 
The framework for this process is to be 

Residents Work to Address Blight and Vacancy in Wilkinsburg

WCDC’s Strong Neighborhoods 
committee is already hard at work 
conducting an inventory of vacant 
properties. Using an easy phone 
app, Landgrid, volunteers are 
going block by block, assessing 
homes and taking photographs. 
This impressive effort will be used 
to create a new Vacant Property 
database and map of the Borough. 

This data along with 
neighborhood planning sessions 
will feed into the committee’s 
goal of creating a borough-wide 

resident-driven and neighborhood-specific 
Vacant Property Re-Use Plan. 

The plan will outline strategies to 
address vacancy and blight, help mitigate 
threats of displacement and gentrification, 

(continued on page 4)
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City Nature Challenge
From April 30 to May 3, communities 

from all over the country will be 
“competing” to record observations of 
plant and animal life over a defined period 
of time. The City-Nature Challenge is a 
nationwide Bio-Blitz using the iNaturalist 
app. The event is sponsored locally by the 
Carnegie Museum of Natural History. For 
more information on how our community 
can particpate, visit carnegiemnh.org/
explore/city-nature-challenge.

Lincoln Statue Progress
The Lincoln Statue project of the 

Wilkinsburg Historical Society is nearing 
completion. The monument site at the 
Penn Ave/Ardmore Boulevard intersection 
is awaiting a two-piece dark granite 
pedestal, expected to arrive in February. 
Also that month, final steps will be taken 
in fabricating the 6' 4" bronze likeness 
of Abraham Lincoln. After a short-term 
installation in the lobby of the Borough 
building, where visitors will have an 
opportunity to see the statue up close, it 
will be moved to the new tall pedestal. 

Custom benches have been placed 
in the Lincoln triangle as part of the 
Borough’s linear park project. The 
Borough, along with state and other 
funding, has created the park, which 
stretches from Franklin Avenue to Penn 
Avenue along the Ardmore wall. This is 
a portion of the original alignment of the 
Lincoln Highway. Because of that historic 
coast-to-coast highway, Wilkinsburg has 
had a Lincoln statue since 1916.
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FRESH. LOCAL. ORGANIC.
Earn free fresh produce when you shop with your

SNAP/Access card!

7516 Meade Street - www.eastendfood.coop

Hundreds of Wilkinsburg Historical 
Society friends, members, residents, 
alumni, businesses, organizations and 
Wilkinsburg government employees have 
contributed to the cost of the statue and 
pedestal. Contributions are still needed 
to complete this project and may be sent 
to: Wilkinsburg Historical Society, P.O. 
Box 17252, Pittsburgh, PA 15235 or 
through the GoFundMe Lincoln Statue for 
Wilkinsburg.

Shade Tree Opportunity
Those who enjoy our community’s 

trees and would like to help restore the tree 
canopy, are invited to join the Wilkinsburg 
Shade Tree Advisory Committee. For more 
information, contact Jeanne Drennan at 
jeannedrennan@gmail.com.

Center for Civic Arts
Director for the Center for Civic Arts, 

Jody Guy, reports that 2020 has been a 
year of transformation, including.

• the transformation of the Gateway 
vacant lot in the heart of the Wilkinsburg 
business district.

• the transformation of destroyed pew 
wood, re-designed by Jeffrey Greene into 
civic Pew Benches that can be customized 
(contact civicarts211@gmail.com)

• a summer, paid apprenticeship 
• the transformation of a vacant lot 

into the George Floyd Community garden 
that yielded tomato jams, sauce, and salsa. 

• the ongoing transformation of the 
landmark Mulberry Presbyterian Church 
into a Wilkinsburg community center.
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FEBRUARY
Mon.,  1 Infrastructure and Blight, 6:00 p.m.

Tues.,  2 Planning Commission, 6:30 p.m.

Wed.,  3 Council Work Session, 7 p.m.

Mon.,  8 Finance, Budget and Capital Planning, 5:30 p.m.

Mon.,  8 Shade Tree Commission, 6:30 p.m.

Wed.,  10 Business and Job Development, 6 p.m.

Thurs.,  11 Public Safety Committee, 9 a.m

Thurs.,  11 Personnel, Policies and Procedures, 10 a.m

Mon.,  16 Library Advisory Board, 6 p.m

Tues.,  17 Council Legislative Meeting, 7 p.m.

Thurs.,  18 Parks & Rec Advisory, 5:30 p.m

Mon.,  22 Joint Tax Committee, 5:30 p.m.

Mon.,  22 Special Events, Music, Art & Seniors 6:30 p.m.

Borough Calendar

Meetings are scheduled for the Borough Building, but subject 
to change. Call the borough office for updates.

Water Stewardship in the Borough

$580,000 Grant Awarded to 
Wilkinsburg Water Project

Grant will address runoff, improve Nine Mile Run stream quality

Marking a major investment in Wilkinsburg stormwater 
infrastructure, state Rep. Ed Gainey today announced the 
borough had been selected to receive a-more-than-$580,000 state 
grant for the Wilkinsburg Stormwater Resiliency Project.

“When we talk about improving the environment, we’re 
not just talking about state parks and forests, but improving 
water and air quality for everyone, regardless of ZIP code,” 
Gainey said. 

“We need to keep investing in the existing infrastructure of 
our boroughs and cities, especially as we look to the future and 
confront climate change,” he said.

The grant, awarded through the Department of 
Environmental Protection’s Growing Greener program, will 
help the borough retrofit two large parking lots with green 
stormwater infrastructure, addressing runoff issues, pollution 
and improving water quality in Nine Mile Run.

Our friends from the Wilkinsburg-
Penn Joint Water Authority have a variety 
of tips on how residents can reduce their 
water bill. The complete list can be found 
at their website FAQ (wpjwa.com/faq).

Be a Leak Seeker
If you think you may have a water leak, 

your water meter is your best detective.
Turn off all faucets and water-using 

appliances, such as the dish and clothes 
washers.

Locate your water meter. Note the 
position of the sweep hand, or use a 
marker on the lens cover to mark the 
position. Wait 20-30 minutes and check 
the sweep hand location again. If the 
sweep hand has moved, you probably have 

a leak somewhere in your system.
Most meters have a red “telltale” 

indicator. If you see it moving when all 
water is off, you probably 
have a leak.

Looking For Leaks
Your toilet may have a 

silent leak.
Check for moist spots 

around and under the 
house plumbing and around 
outdoor plumbing.

Drips, unseen or 
unfixed, they can drip 
hundreds, even thousands, 
of gallons of water wastefully 
down the drain.

 Number of Drips Gallons of Water  Gallons of Water Gallons of Water
 per Minute  Wasted per Day  Wasted per Month Wasted per Year
 10  1.5   43  526
 30  4.3   130  1577
 60  8.6   259  3154
 120  17.3   518  6307
 300  43.2   1,296  15,768

What You Can Do to Conserve Water
• Check every faucet and toilet for 

leaks. Even a slow drip can waste a lot of 
water each day.

• Take short showers and 
shallow baths.

• Turn off  water while 
brushing your teeth, scraping 
dishes or washing hands.

• Don’t use the toilet 
to flush away tissues, gum 
wrappers or other small scraps.

• Be careful to water 
the lawn, not the sidewalk or 
street.

• Fill the dishwasher 
and clothes washer before 

running. Washing partial loads wastes 
electricity, water and money.

• Don’t use a hose to clean off the 
driveway. A broom is better and doesn’t use 
water at all.

• Use a bucket of water to wash the 
car and a hose to rinse it off.

• Keep a jug of drinking water in the 
refrigerator; then you won’t have to run 
water to cool it.

Estimated Water Loss Through Leaks (from  awwa.org/waterwiser)
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Art Exhibition Extended 
through March

Print and watercolor works by 
Wilkinsburg artist Tom Norulak in the 
exhibition Travelouge will remain on 
display at the Lohr Gallery through March. 
Additional socially distanced gallery hours 
with the artist are being offered January 
23, Feburary 13 and 27, and March 13. For 
more information visit: wilkinsburgcdc.
org/artallover.

Building Strong Neighborhoods Together

determined by the Strong Neighborhoods 
Committee in anticipation of a broader 
Spring/Summer 2021 public awareness 
campaign for and call for participation 
from residents in each of Wilkinsburg’s 19 
neighborhoods. 

For those interested now, the 
committee is actively looking for 
participants. The most pressing need 
is for more app users to help collect 
vacant property data. Other engagement 
opportunities include attending committee 
meetings, volunteering expertise, actively 
network building and recruiting, joining 
in neighborhood visioning sessions, and 
participating in educational programming. 

The Strong Neighborhood Committee 
meets on the 2nd Wednesday of each 
month from 4 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. in a 
virtual setting. 

For more information visit 
wilkinsburgcdc.org/strong-neighborhoods-
committee.

Business Planning Program—
Spring Dates Announced

The WCDC’s eight-week business 
planning series, Core Four, will begin its 
spring session on Wednesday, April 7, 
2021 at 6 p.m., meeting weekly thereafter. 
For more information or to register, 
email Gordon Manker at gordon@
wilkinsburgcdc.org.

(continued from page 1)
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By Kelly Hanna—Public Relations Officer for Wilkinsburg School District

Success Stories of Online Learning 

FEBRUARY
Fri.,  5 School Back in Session
Mon.,  15 No School (President’s Day)
Tues., 16 Board Finance Mtg, 5:30 p.m.
Wed.,  17 Early Dismissal, 12:40 p.m.
Tues.,  23 Board Legislative Mtg., 7 p.m.

School Calendar

Online learning is in full force in 
the Wilkinsburg School District. The 
preparation that the administration team 
and school board orchestrated prior to the 
start of the school year truly helped the 
students to adapt quickly to the online 
learning platform.

Tiffini Wolfe, mother of 5-year-old 
Layelle, is impressed with how her daughter 
has progressed thus far this year. Preschool 
teacher, Erica Tokarsky, has much to do 
with her daughter’s success. “Layelle had 
challenges retaining letters when they were 
taught in groups of six. I placed a call to her 
teacher, and although I felt a bit hopeless, 
Mrs. Tokarsky devised an immediate 
solution. She suggested that I work with my 
daughter and help her with her letters in 
groups of two. It made a huge difference. 

“Mrs. Tokarsky has spent extra time 
outside the classroom helping my daughter.  
It has meant the world to me to watch her 
academic growth happen before my eyes,” 
said Ms. Wolfe.

The success of the online platform has 
depended on a lot of dedication by faculty, 
staff and administration. However, the 
communication plan has been by far the 
most appreciated for families. The district 
uses robo-calls, emails, newsletters, and 
phone calls are utilized by the district to 
stay in touch with families. 

“The care that each teacher gives is 
amazing,” said Rehab Abdullah, the mother 
of three children in Wilkinsburg, ages five, 
eight and twelve. Born here, Rehab moved 
to Libya when she was young. Although 
fluent in English, she often gets invited to 
attend her eight-year-old daughter’s English 
Language Arts class by her daughter. 

Her daughter enjoys practicing English 
with her mother and frequently asks her to 
watch lessons with her. “I do see growth in 
academic learning, and I feel that all three 
children are where they are supposed to be 
academically,” said Abdullah. She is also 
impressed that Turner Intermediate has 
been able to facilitate some extracurricular 
activities. Her daughter proudly shared that 
she is in art club and loves it. 

In the beginning of the school year, 
Abdullah had expressed that she was 
overloaded. This was casually mentioned to 
Kelly Primary Principal Kerry McClellan, 
who immediately reached out to Rehab 
to see what she could do to ease her 
frustration. Rehab was impressed with the 
timely and genuine concern. She truly feels 
that the teachers, faculty and administration 
are there to help her in any way possible.  

“On my random jaunts to the grocery 
store, I am often approached by parents 
who eagerly share success stories with 
me about their children and the online 
learning experience. There was indeed a 
learning curve, but parents have embraced 
a genuine partnership with teachers. They 
are no longer daily visitors in the household; 
they have become part of their families,” 

said School Board President Ed Donovan. 
“Additionally, we have been very proactive 
with sharing lessons and rubrics on our 
social media platforms. The student efforts 
are remarkable to see.”

Online learning has also helped 
grandparents be more technologically adept. 
While parents are at work, they often have 
grandchildren in their care.

“I’ve been present for the majority of 
the lessons for my nine-year-old grandson, 
and I am doing my best to catch up with 
the computer technology.” said Verette 
Buckner. “What I am most impressed with 
is how a teacher can manage 20 different 
personalities and 20 different learning 
styles while teaching online. Their patience, 
understanding, and caring attitudes are 
overwhelmingly heartwarming.”

“Our families have been genuinely 
great partners during this transition of 
online learning,” said Superintendent Dr. 
Linda Iverson. “The way our teachers have 
raised the bar of expectations with our 
online learning has really increased the 
engagement and rigor.”

Follow the school district on on 
Twitter (@WilkinsburgSD) and Facebook 
(#WilkinsburgSD).
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Renovations Planned for Rosa Parks Park

“I am here for the same reason you are—to 
change my small part of the world through 
faith, education, and advocacy; and to empower 
students to do amazing things. I believe that 
together we will extend hope and opportunity to 
the greater Pittsburgh community.”

—Mr. Jonathan Ray, in a letter to staff at 
PUCS, December 2020

Now in his third decade of grassroots 
service and leadership, Jonathan Ray 
has a passion for organizations—like 
Pittsburgh Urban Christian School 
(PUCS) in Wilkinsburg—that integrate 
faith with action. “I truly believe giving 
back is more important than getting 
more,” he says. 

For the past year-and-ahalf, Parks and Recreation 
and community members have been meeting to discuss 
renovations to Rosa Parks Park, a small area behind the 
houses on Peebles Street and S. Trenton, Franklin, and 
Rebecca Avenues.

The general plan was presented to Council and approved 
in December 2020. Plans would include one or two pieces 
of playground equipment, lighting, picnic tables, a reduced 
adult or youth half-basketball court, and possibly a pavilion. 

The next steps are an engineering study to assess the 
costs of renovation, approval of funds from Council, and 
grant writing to fund the renovations. 

This spring, the small plastic toddler playground that 
was in Whitney may be installed by DPW. Mike McMullen, 
a Parks & Recreation member and the park captain, has 
collected funds from neighbors to assist in the installation of 
this little playground.”

—from Mike Milberger, 
Park & Recreation

His focus throughout his professional 
career has been on people, and especially 
young people. 

Ray was most recently employed at the 
Propel Schools Foundation, where he was 
the Executive Director. Prior to coming to 
Pittsburgh, he led the Fort Wayne Urban 
League as President/CEO and directed 
the Allen County Division of Family and 
Children (Temporary Assistance for Needy 
Families  and Child Protection). 

Ray has a proven record of successful 
leadership, experience managing multi-
million dollar budgets, sound fundraising 
experience, and in-depth knowledge of 
youth and community needs.

As an executive director hired during 
a pandemic, Ray acknowledges that this 
is a critical time to move toward recovery, 
embracing teamwork and innovation along 
the way. 

He is committed, together with every 
member of the staff, to ensure that PUCS 
thrives—and that, in its witness and 
service, PUCS becomes even more of a 
blessing to the surrounding community.

—from Jennifer Pelling,
Pittsburgh Urban Christian Schooll 

DREW MARTIN
ROSA PARK

FINAL DRAFT
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1789 S. Braddock Ave.
Suite 410
Pittsburgh 15218

metrofamilypratice.org
412.247.2310

WHOLE People. ALL People.

www.wilkinsburgchamber.com

Chamber of Commerce

900 Wood Street, 2nd Floor • Wilkinsburg, PA 15221  
412.242.0234 • info@wilkinsburgchamber.com 

wilkinsburgchamber.com

The Wilkinsburg Thursday Market is  
MOVING…
We are excited to announce the partnership between the 
Wilkinsburg Thursday Market and the Borough’s Art in the 
Park for the 2020 season.  
Beginning June 4th through August 27th, the Market will be 
open every Thursday at the “Parklet on Penn Avenue” from 
4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. with music and activities with Art in the 
Park scheduled from 6:30 – 8:30 p.m.  The Market’s focus will 
be on fresh food and healthy habits. 
More information on our vendors and activities to come.   
Interested in being involved in the Market? 

Email info@wilkinsburgchamber.com

 WILKINSBURG PROUD 
There are many ways to demonstrate pride in our community 
– buy from local business, volunteer to help at community 
events, support community organizations and keep our 
streets clean and litter free. 
The Wilkinsburg Chamber of Commerce believes that if 
it is good for the community it is good for business.  The 
Chamber will launch a new initiative, Wilkinsburg Proud, with 
support from UPMC, Nine Mile Run Watershed Association 
and Pennwood Paint & Supply Company, to show our 
community pride by keeping our business district clean. 
The first phase will begin with a clean-up of the 700 block of 
Penn Avenue in May and, with additional support, continue 
through the summer of 2020. 
Volunteer for Wilkinsburg Proud!  

Contact info@wilkinsburgchamber.com
 

UPCOMING EVENTS
Saturday, April 11  •  9:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.    
Nine Mile Run Spring Stream Sweep

Saturday, April 11  •  11:00 am - 2:00 p.m. 
Shred-It Event & Facility Tours Guardian Storage  
Brinton Rd. 

Thursday, April 16  •  8:00 - 9:00 a.m.  
Chamber Board of Directors Meeting, 900 Wood St.

Saturday, April 18  •  Noon - 3:00 p.m.  
Garden Dreams Community Open House  
806 Holland Ave.

Tuesday, April 28  •  5:00 - 7:00 p.m.  
Wilkinsburg After Hours  
Wilkinsburg Borough Building

JOIN THE CHAMBER. BE INVOLVED. 
MAKE A DIFFERENCE.

Working Together
The Wilkinsburg Community Advancement Association, a non-

profit partner of the Wilkinsburg Chamber of Commerce, is excited to 
work with the Foster Grandparent Program at Wesley Family Services 
and Each One Teach One Learning Center.

Through the Foster Grandparent Program, volunteers help, guide, 
and act as positive role models to society’s most precious commodity—
our children. They serve through local organizations, including Pre-K 
programs, elementary schools, and other youth-based programming, to 
help children learn through one-on-one support. To learn more, contact 
Rebecca Malletto-Cornell at 412.660.6841.

Each One Teach One
Each One Teach One Learning Center, located at the corner of Ardmore Blvd. 

and Brinton Road, provides quality care and individualized instruction—24 hours 
a day, 7 days a week. Children are exposed to emerging academics, technology and 
the arts.  Learn more about their services at eachoneteachonepgh.com.

And the Winner Is...
The winner of the 2020 “Make Wilkinsburg Shine” competition is James 

Floral Shoppe. Located at 712 Wood Street, James Floral is a family owned and 

operated business serving Wilkinsburg and the greater 
Pittsburgh area since 1910. 

This year’s runner up is Salvatore’s Pizza House. 
Thanks to all of the businesses that hung lights and 

decorated their storefronts to light up the business district 
for the holidays. 

 

James Flower Shoppe 

“Serving Pittsburgh for 
Over 100 years” 

712 Wood St.  15221 
412-731-3794 

www.jamesfloralshoppe.com 
 

VALENTINE’S DAY—FEBRUARY 14



JANUARY
SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT

1 2

3 4 5 6 7 8 9

10 11 12 13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20 21 22 23

24 25 26 27 28 29 30

31

FEBRUARY
SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT

1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 16 17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

28

MARCH
SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT

1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

28 29 30 31

APRIL
SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT

1 3

4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14 15 16 17

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28 29 30

MAY
SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT

1

2 3 4 5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12 13 14 15

16 17 18 19 20 21 22

23 24 25 26 27 28 29

30 31

JUNE
SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT

1 2 3 4 5

6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16 17 18 19

20 21 22 23 24 25 26

27 28 29 30

JULY
SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT

1 2 3

4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14 15 16 17

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28 29 30 31

AUGUST
SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9 10 11 12 13 14

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

29 30 31

SEPTEMBER
SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8 9 10 11

12 13 14 15 16 17 18

19 20 21 22 23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30

OCTOBER
SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT

1 2

3 4 5 6 7 8 9

10 11 12 13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20 21 22 23

24 25 26 27 28 29 31

31

NOVEMBER
SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT

1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8 9 10 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

28 29 30

DECEMBER
SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8 9 10 11

12 13 14 15 16 17 18

19 20 21 22 23 24 25

26 28 29 30 31

Recyclables will be picked up the same day as your trash pickup day. (R) indicates a regular pickup. "Blue Week" pickups will occur Monday through Friday 
unless pickup is delayed a day due to holidays. (see calendar) "White Week" pickups will occur Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Fridays. If you are a "White Week" 
with a Monday or Thursday trash pickup, your recyclables will be picked up in the "Blue Week" on your normal trash day.
Don't know if you're a "blue week" or "white week"? Any other questions? Call Public Works at 412-244-2959 or the Borough Office at 412-244-2900

                2021 Recycling Pickup Schedule

Red - Holidays (No Pickup)

Blue - Recycling Pickup

Gray - No Pickup

Green - Yard Debris Pickup

                    Borough of Wilkinsburg

Reminders: All recyclables can be co-mingled in one bin. Please place recycling bins at the curb no earlier than 6PM the night before collection, and no later than 6AM on the day of 
collection. Please, no Styrofoam, light bulbs, window glass, or plastic bags.
Recycling dropoffs: Parking lot behind 616 South Ave. / Parking lot across from 747 Wallace Ave. / DPW Garage at 1230 Park Ave.
What can be recycled: Aluminum and steel cans - Glass bottles (no caps), jars, and jugs - Plastics with number 1 thru 5 - Newspapers, magazines, phone books (bundled and tied) - 
Paperboard (ie; cereal boxes) - Junk mail, office paper, pamphlets, brochures booklets - Corrugated Cardboard (broken down/flattened) - Pizza Boxes (empty and clean, no food debris 
or wax paper)

Electronic Waste Recycling Day 
at 1230 Park Avenue 8am-1pm

Electronic Waste Recycling Day 
at 1230 Park Avenue 8am-1pm

Electronic Waste Recycling Day 
at 1230 Park Avenue 8am-1pm

R

15

2

R

11 R

27


