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Wilkinsburg has long been a green 
borough, but in recent years we’ve lost 
many of our older trees because of 
age, injury, or disease, and the pace of 

narrow planting strip near the curb. For 
these reasons, the Shade Tree Advisory 
Committee is introducing a new program 
of planting trees near the sidewalk but in 
the property owner’s front yard. Residents 
can help increase our borough’s urban 
canopy by working with the committee to 
plant a new yard tree.

Planting a tree in the property owner’s 
front yard will add to the total tree canopy 
while preventing roots from heaving the 
sidewalks, and at the same time giving the 
trees their best possible chance to thrive. 

The trees will be supplied free to 
property owners, who will then own their 
new trees. Once a property owner has 
expressed interest in getting a yard tree (see 
contact information below), a member of 
the Shade Tree Advisory Committee will 
arrange a site visit to discuss placement, 
the types of trees available for planting, 
and the property owner’s responsibility to 
care for the tree once it is planted. 

At planting time, volunteers will help 
the property owner in planting the new 
tree and provide written guidelines for its 
care.

The committee especially wants to 
hear from residents in neighborhoods 
lacking adequate trees. Those who rent 
and will commit to caring for the new tree 
through its first several years can ask their 
landlord to use the email address below, 
confirming approval to plant such a tree. 

Everyone interested in the program 
should contact Council Member Linda 
Danza Atkins at 412.880.8253 or email 
lindadanza@verizon.net. Ask to receive the 
fact sheet on the program, or simply sign 
up for a preliminary site visit.

A Tree for You: The New Yard Tree Program

replanting has not kept up with the 
decline. In some neighborhoods, the trees 
never had a fair chance for strong healthy 
growth because they were planted in a very 
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Vacant Properties in Your 
Neighborhood

The Strong Neighborhoods 
Committee invites residents to join 
in neighborhood visioning sessions to 
address vacancy and blight throughout 
Wilkinsburg. The first scheduled session 
will take place on Saturday May 1, 10 a.m. 
to 12 p.m. via Zoom. This meeting will 
focus on Singer Place, Upper Center and 
the High School area neighborhoods. 

In the vision sessions, participants will 
be invited to share their thoughts on what 
their ideal neighborhood is, review the 
maps and data collected by the committee 
to identify potential properties for projects, 
learn about resources available, and set 
shared goals and strategies to address 
vacancy. Planning meetings for other 
neighborhoods are to be scheduled soon. 
For all neighborhoods, the committee 
is looking for both participants and 
neighborhood stewards to help lead and 
recruit residents to participate in future 
sessions. To register visit wilkinsburgcdc.
org/strong-neighborhoods-committee/, or 
for information on how to join by phone, 
call the WCDC at 412.727.7855.

The vision, goals and strategies for 
each neighborhood will be compiled into 
a Vacant Property Re-Use Plan for all of 
Wilkinsburg with contributions, feedback, 
and review from the neighborhood 
stewards and their committees.

Call for Artists
The Wilkinsburg Community 

Development Corporation (WCDC) 
is issuing an RFQ (Request For 
Qualifications) for artists interested in 
participating in a public art project along 
the Wood Street commercial corridor in 
Wilkinsburg. The RFQ invites artists to 
send their qualifications to be reviewed by 
a selection panel, but does not require a 
specific proposal or idea to be submitted.

 Once RFQs are reviewed, two 
professional artists will be selected to 
develop one proposal each for a public 
artwork to be permanently displayed. 
Submissions are due May 1. Learn more 
or apply at wilkinsburgcdc.org/design-
committee/ 
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Beautify Your Neighborhood
The Great American Clean Up and 

Pick Up Pennsylvania will take place 
in Wilkinsburg on Saturday, May 15, 
8 a.m.—2 p.m.

All residents, churches, schools, 
businesses, organizations, and social clubs 
are invited to spring clean Wilkinsburg—
plant flowers, remove graffiti, clean parks, 
streets, alleyways, restore vacant lots, 
streets and alleys.

To register your neighborhood, 
business, block club or family for a 
planting or clean-up project, please call 
Public Works at 412.244.2959. Call 
ASAP to receive safety vests, gloves and 
garbage bags donated by Penn DOT for all 
community projects. By CDC mandates, 
masks and social distancing are mandatory 
for groups of 20 or more.

Baseball Sign Ups
The Wilkinsburg Baseball Association 

announced sign ups for baseball for boys 
and girls ages 5–12. Sign up for Minor 
League and Little League is free. Contact 
Cliff McCaulley at 412.609.0779.

From the Library
Low tech?—No problem! Call our Dial-

a-Story line at 412.730.3700 and listen to 
one of our librarians read pre-recorded 
stories for all ages. New chapters released 
every Monday. 

Healing Chat—a safe space to talk 
and get support during these difficult 
times. This group talk therapy session is 
facilitated by licensed clinical social worker 
Jessica Gurley. 

Healing Chat occurs on the 
second Saturday of every month at 
11 a.m. Register for this program at 
wilkinsburglibrary.org/program or call 
412.244.2940 for the Zoom link. 

Free subscription bags!—The library 
offers three subscription categories: Adults, 
Children, and Movies Only. 

Tell them a little bit about what you’d 
like in your subscription bag and how 
frequently you’d like to pick up and the 
library will take care of the rest. Visit 
wilkinsburglibrary.org/subscription to get 
started.

WASTE REMOVAL CHANGES 
FOR WILKINSBURG

Weekly trash collection is limited to 
household trash cans and ONE BULK 
ITEM per week.

Excess waste, such as appliances, 
TVs, bulk furniture and house clean-outs 
will not be picked up with regular trash 
removal. Please call 412.255.2780 for 
excess waste pick-up.
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APRIL
Mon.,  5 Infrastructure and Blight, 6 p.m.

Tues.,  6 Planning Commission, 6:30 p.m.

Wed.,  7 Council Work Session, 7 p.m.

Thurs.,  8 Public Safety Committee, 9 a.m.

Thurs.,  8 Personnel, Policies and Procedures, 10 a.m.

Mon.,  12 Finance, Budget and Capital Planning, 5:30 p.m.

Mon.,  12 Shade Tree Commission, 6:30 p.m.

Wed.,  14 Business and Job Development, 6 p.m.

Mon.,  19 Library Advisory Board, 6 p.m.

Wed.,  21 Council Legislative Meeting, 7 p.m.

Thurs.,  22 Parks & Rec Advisory, 5:30 p.m.

Mon.,  26 Joint Tax Committee, 5:30 p.m.

Mon.,  26 Special Events, Music, Art & Seniors 6:30 p.m.

Borough Calendar

Meetings are scheduled for the Borough Building, but subject to change. 

New Heavy Equipment for Borough
The Wilkinsburg Department of Public 

Works (DPW) welcomed two important 
new additions to its fleet of vehicles in 
March: a Caterpillar backhoe loader and a 
2021 Freightliner 5-ton dump truck.

“Borough Council was observant of 
DPW’s needs and was able to provide 
solutions that will benefit the Borough for 
decades,” commented Roy Clark, DPW 
director. 

Though a 2019 model, the backhoe is 
brand new and a much-needed replacement 
for the 32-year-old incumbent loader, 
which was traded in as part of the purchase 
and had required significant repair in 
2020. The backhoe is a versatile machine 
that can be used for many applications, 
including digging, trenching, back-filling, 
and material-handling.

The backhoe will be vital in repairing 
sewer lines and catch basins. “DPW staff 
will be able to undertake projects that we 
would previously have had to bid out to 
third-party contractors,” said Clark.

The Freightliner truck is equipped 
with a snow plow and salt spreader and 
features improved interior and exterior 
safety lights. This impressive vehicle can 
also haul a 20-ton trailer or heavy-duty 
excavator. Its new name is DPW #4. It 
replaces a truck purchased in 2001.

“The new truck ensures more reliable 
performance for snow removal,” said Clark. 
“It’s important during snow storms to not 
have to worry about antiquated equipment 
being reliable.”

The DPW is responsible for 16 assets 
in the fleet division, including pick-up 
and dump trucks, a crew cab and heavy 
equipment, street sweeper, front loader, hot 
box for pot hole repair, and wood chipper.
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Train Station: Nearing Finish Line with Terrazzo Restoration

Michael Toole, third generation owner 
of Allegheny Installations, first heard about 
the Wilkinsburg Train Station restoration 
project when it seemed little more than a 
near-impossible dream. At that time, the 
poor condition of the structure, combined 
with the presumed herculean effort that 
would be required to bring the building 
back to its heyday glory, appeared daunting 
to just about everyone who stepped inside 
or surveyed the exterior. However, by the 
time Toole was called back in the late 
summer of 2020, the project had come a 
long way—and what had originally seemed 
nearly impossible had largely materialized. 
The floor restoration task, by this point 
open for contract bids, remained one of the 
last crucial steps in the process. 

What exactly is terrazzo? In essence, 
it is a floor-making technique in which 
crushed material such as marble, granite, 
or quartz is combined with a base bonding 
component—usually cement, concrete, or 
a polymer mixture. This material is spread 
evenly over an area of the structural floor 
or subfloor; after it cures it is ground down 
and polished to create a uniformly smooth 
finished surface. When the original train 
station floor was installed, crews of workers 
would have manually ground down and 
polished the floor using tools looking 
almost like wooden push brooms with a 
rough (coarse) stone attached at the bottom, 
grinding across the floor—in essence, 
sanding it. The coarse stones would then 
be replaced by finer stones, and finer still, 
each time working across the floor until the 
desired smoothness was achieved. 

The original terrazzo floor of the 
main passenger waiting room is largely 
monolithic—that is, no metal ‘pour stop’ 
strips were installed to divide the floor into 
sections, a technique often employed in 
large terrazzo floor projects. The advent of 
dividing strips came after the Wilkinsburg 
Train Station’s completion. These thin 
strips of metal allow the overall floor to 
expand and contract or “breathe” slightly so 
that it will withstand the endless movement 
and physical duress, including fluctuations 

in temperature and humidity, while helping 
to prevent cracking of the terrazzo. In 
the Wilkinsburg Train Station, rows of 
small square mosaic tiles divide the large 
rectangular sections of terrazzo instead in a 
staggered ashlar pattern (like a basic brick 
wall, as opposed to a grid).

The crew of Allegheny Installations—
including specialists Nick Granata, Brett 
Hughes, and Ray Mincin—sought to 
preserve as much of the original floor 
as possible. Traditional terrazzo floor 
applications often consist of a mixture 
layer approximately one-half inch thick. 
In the Wilkinsburg Train Station, it’s 
more like three inches. This fact, along 

with the relatively solid and mostly intact 
overall state of the floor, steered the 
decision to restore rather than to replace. 
In areas where the original floor was badly 
damaged or destroyed altogether, Allegheny 
Installations poured a new terrazzo mixture 
closely mimicking the original. The grouting 
and filling were achieved with a clear 
epoxy resin, with new mosaic tile applied 
where needed. The floor was patched 
and cracks were repaired across the span 
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By Kelly Hanna—Public Relations Officer for Wilkinsburg School District

Celebrating the Arts

APRIL
Th.-Fri. 1-2 No School, Spring Break.
Mon.,  5 No School (In-Service Day)
Tues.,  6 No School (Parent-Teacher Conf.)
Mon., 19 Board Finance Mtg, 5:30 p.m.
Tues.,  20 Board Planning, 5:30 p.m.
Tues.,  27 Board Legislative Mtg., 7 p.m.

School Calendar

It has been a year where many of our 
celebrations have been squelched. But get 
ready, because our students will be part of 
an outstanding virtual program on May 26 
called Celebrate the Arts Day. 

Our teachers in music and art have 
done outstanding work to help keep 
students engaged. A virtual art club at 
Turner Intermediate has 32 students who 
attend regularly. The club has created 
heartfelt art this year, which has enabled 
them to express themselves through 
creativity. It has been groundbreaking for 
our students to have a platform where 
they can express themselves freely, be 
their authentic selves, and create pieces of 
art that could very well be handed down 
through the generations.  

Each month the art teacher, Saxon 
Angerett, creates a compilation of art 
that her students have created. She then 
forwards it on to the students to share with 
loved ones, so that they can stay connected 
during these unprecedented times. These 
vignettes have boosted the self-esteem of 
students and have helped to increase their 
creativity.

Additionally, two collaborative murals 
with the theme, “Dreaming Ourselves 
into the Future” will be created by our 
students. The projects are supported 
by Meshwork Press, Wilkinsburg Youth 
Project, Braddock Youth Project, and the 
Pittsburgh Learning Commons. Teen 
Collaborators from Meshwork Press 
will mentor twenty students to create 
embellished self-portraits for the wheat 
paste mural. The young artists will work on 

digital platforms 
to help create their 
unique designs. 
The self portraits 
will be part of 
the “Celebrate 
the Arts” day and 
will reflect the 
future dreams 
of the students, 
inspiration for 
generations to 
come. 

“I am amazed 
daily at the 
resourcefulness 
of our specials 
teachers in our 
district,” said 
Superintendent 
Dr. Linda Iverson. 
“They have worked 
so hard to create magical and engaging 
lessons that help instill a greater love for 
the arts, and most of it has been done 
virtually. It has been an inspiring and 
refreshingly imaginative experience for our 
students,” said Iverson.

Shawn Van Mastright, the music 
teacher at Turner Intermediate, has taken 
learning music to a new level. He has 
conducted instrumental lessons and music 
classes with his students throughout the 
pandemic. “We want to celebrate the 
arts in Wilkinsburg and highlight what 
our students have created, in addition 
to helping them learn what the career 
possibilities might be should they explore a 
career in the arts,” said Van Mastright.  

Celebrate the Arts Day will not only 
include highlights of what our students 
have produced, it will also be a day filled 
with visits from interesting artists. These 
artists and musicians will visit each 
classroom and share their talent, how 
they chose to be involved in the arts, 
and give the students a sampling of their 
talents. We are fortunate that Principal 

Pops Conductor, Byron Stripling, will be 
creating a “Welcome to the Arts” video 
that will kick off the day.

“Our board has been a long-term 
advocate for the arts,” said school board 
President Ed Donovan. “One long-
standing arts partnership has been with 
the Pittsburgh Symphony Orchestra. 
For 17 years, the Pittsburgh Symphony 
Orchestra came to Wilkinsburg to perform 
a community concert, and the proceeds of 
the sales were put into a separate account 
for field trips, materials, and equipment for 
our students.”

Wilkinsburg School District is 
continuing to honor the legacy of 
celebrating the arts in new, unique 
ways as an important part of the school 
experience. Mark your calendar and join 
us for this unprecedented night where 
we celebrate and give accolades to the 
student artisans in Wilkinsburg. To get 
alerts on the festivities, contact Media@
WilkinsburgSchools.org. And don’t forget 
to follow the school district on Facebook 
and Twitter @WilkinsburgSD 
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WCM Breaks Ground on a New Garden

of the room; then the entire surface was 
polished to a 200-grit matte finish—not too 
glassy smooth, but just right to achieve an 
architecturally appropriate level of texture 
and sheen. In total, the floor restoration 
required approximately one month of labor. 

Today, the floor of the central space 
is finished, and by any measure the results 
are stunning. As Michael Toole notes, “the 
job turned out better than our expectations 
and the entire team did an outstanding 
job.” Brett Hughes, one of the masons 
who worked on the project, adds that it’s 
a “good feeling to bring back history that’s 
been hidden for many years.” Indeed, as 
the restoration project nears completion, it 
is clear that those herculean efforts on the 
part of so many individuals—craftspeople 
and contractors, architects and engineers, 
fundraisers and supporters—have paid off.

Allegheny Installations partnered 
with general contractor Sota Construction 
Services, Inc. on this project. Terrazzo & 
Marble Supply was the resin supplier for the 
floor.

—Michael Jehn

In 2020, Wilkinsburg Community 
Ministry (WCM) established a small garden 
on a vacant lot at Pitt and Rebecca. Despite 
some challenges from rodents, especially 
a persistent groundhog named Sir Percy, 
WCM pulled about 30 pounds of food 
every 3 weeks from the garden during the 
summer; food harvested from the garden 
went immediately to neighbors. The garden 
used an assortment of raised beds and straw 
bales as growing aids; it also had a rain 
barrel and small greenhouse operating a 
hydroponic growing system.  

This year, WCM moved the garden to 
the corner of Medicine Way and Franklin 
Avenue. It has more room and protection 
from critters: a combination 8-foot deer 
and 3-foot rodent fence, longer straw bale 
beds, a larger growing house for hydroponic 
farming (that will produce year-round), and 
several raised planters. The garden will 
grow greens, beans, carrots, peas, zucchini 
and tomatoes. The garden house will be 
powered by a small wind turbine and will 
provide spinach and other greens year-
round. A section outside the fence will be 
available for picking on your own!

The garden combines ancient 
technology and modern design. The 

Home Delivery & Curbside Pickup Available Daily
www.eastendfood.coop/shoponlinewww.eastendfood.coop/shoponline

7516 Meade Street . Pgh, PA 15208 . www.eastendfood.coop . 412.242.3598

growing house is based on construction 
used for a thousand years by the local 
Iroquois, using flexible saplings and a 
weather-resistant cover. WCM has adapted 
this to modern use with aircrete sides, 
bamboo poles, and plastic covering. The 
hydroponic technology was developed 
several thousand years ago by indigenous 
peoples of what is now Mexico and the 
American southwest. (See article in the 
August 2020 issue.)

At this point the garden is simply called 
WCM’s Medicine Way Garden, but they are 
open to other naming opportunities. The 
garden will feature 
signage explaining 
what is growing and 
how, telling some 
of the story of the 
technology in use. 
The garden received 
donations from 
Lowe’s, DeerBuster’s 
of Waynesboro, and 
Bonnie Plants, and 
is currently under 
construction on 
Saturdays by several 
volunteers provided 

by #Investmint, several local churches, and 
Grow Pittsburgh. The project was designed 
and directed by two local women with 
gardening skills and expertise. If you are 
interested in volunteering, leave a message 
for Carlos at 412.241.8072.

TERRAZZO, from page 4
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900 Wood Street, 2nd Floor • Wilkinsburg, PA 15221  
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wilkinsburgchamber.com

The Wilkinsburg Thursday Market is  
MOVING…
We are excited to announce the partnership between the 
Wilkinsburg Thursday Market and the Borough’s Art in the 
Park for the 2020 season.  
Beginning June 4th through August 27th, the Market will be 
open every Thursday at the “Parklet on Penn Avenue” from 
4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. with music and activities with Art in the 
Park scheduled from 6:30 – 8:30 p.m.  The Market’s focus will 
be on fresh food and healthy habits. 
More information on our vendors and activities to come.   
Interested in being involved in the Market? 

Email info@wilkinsburgchamber.com

 WILKINSBURG PROUD 
There are many ways to demonstrate pride in our community 
– buy from local business, volunteer to help at community 
events, support community organizations and keep our 
streets clean and litter free. 
The Wilkinsburg Chamber of Commerce believes that if 
it is good for the community it is good for business.  The 
Chamber will launch a new initiative, Wilkinsburg Proud, with 
support from UPMC, Nine Mile Run Watershed Association 
and Pennwood Paint & Supply Company, to show our 
community pride by keeping our business district clean. 
The first phase will begin with a clean-up of the 700 block of 
Penn Avenue in May and, with additional support, continue 
through the summer of 2020. 
Volunteer for Wilkinsburg Proud!  

Contact info@wilkinsburgchamber.com
 

UPCOMING EVENTS
Saturday, April 11  •  9:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.    
Nine Mile Run Spring Stream Sweep

Saturday, April 11  •  11:00 am - 2:00 p.m. 
Shred-It Event & Facility Tours Guardian Storage  
Brinton Rd. 

Thursday, April 16  •  8:00 - 9:00 a.m.  
Chamber Board of Directors Meeting, 900 Wood St.

Saturday, April 18  •  Noon - 3:00 p.m.  
Garden Dreams Community Open House  
806 Holland Ave.

Tuesday, April 28  •  5:00 - 7:00 p.m.  
Wilkinsburg After Hours  
Wilkinsburg Borough Building

JOIN THE CHAMBER. BE INVOLVED. 
MAKE A DIFFERENCE.

Chamber Member Spotlight
Salvatore’s Pizza House has been a Penn Avenue landmark since April 

1984 when Sal’s father, Ermanno, moved the restaurant from East Liberty. 
Salvatore’s is much more than a restaurant; it is a keystone of our community—a 
neighbor that is always willing to lend a hand to support Wilkinsburg events, 
the library reading program or provide a space to meet.

Originally just a pizza shop, Salvatore’s now offers everything from wings 
to burgers to ribs to salads. Sal has been on the payroll since he was 14 years 
old and took over the shop fulltime in 2018 when his father retired. With 
the help of managers, Lynn and Darius, Salvatore’s is open every day from 
11 a.m. to 9 p.m. Takeout service has been the only option due to Covid- 19 
restrictions, but Sal is looking forward to reopening dine-in service again soon. 
Stop by to say hello and try the new saucy wings, homemade chips and, of 
course, the pizza.

Guardian Storage Gives Back
Guardian Storage truly appreciates the support of Wilkinsburg residents and businesses since moving into the Brinton Road space 

in 2018. They are excited to give back to the community through the Guardian Gives program. Guardian Gives focuses on providing 
support in three areas: Neighbors in Need; Educating our Youth; and Green Communities. 

In partnership with the Wilkinsburg Chamber of Commerce, Saint Mary Magdalene Parish (formerly St. James), and the Pittsburgh 
Food Bank, Guardian Storage will support our community by:

• Collecting non-perishable food donations—please drop off donations at the Guardian Storage leasing office at 915 Brinton Road.
• Providing vegetable seed packets for community gardens. 
• Sponsoring the Wilkinsburg Thursday Market to support access to free or low-cost produce from local farms.
• Volunteering at local food distributions.
These efforts are in addition to company-wide commitments to:
• The Education Partnership—donating school supplies to local, underfunded schools.
• One Warm Coat and Knock, Knock Give a Sock—collecting new and gently used winter coats and socks 

for local shelters.
• The Western Pennsylvania Conservancy—sponsoring the community flower garden at the intersection of 

Ardmore Avenue and Brinton Road.
• Evolution eCycle—providing free drop-off for electronics recycling. 
Visit www.guardianstorage.com or call 412.871.3463 for more information.

900 Wood Street, 2nd Floor • Wilkinsburg, PA 15221  
412.242.0234 • info@wilkinsburgchamber.com 
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For the past four years, the volunteer 
leaders of The Wilkinsburg Pollinator 
Garden Group have transformed vacant 
lots into lovely gardens that attract 
pollinators (including butterflies and 
bees), birds, and people. 

These are places for visitors of all ages 
to quietly reflect, rest, and enjoy nature. 

Although the pollinator group’s 
original gardens focused on native 
plants that attract birds and pollinators 
common to our region, they have since 
expanded to feature gardens that include 
vegetables, fruit trees, and flowering 
trees, in addition to plants that support 
pollinators. 

These efforts enhance the quality of 
life in Wilkinsburg for the people who 
live, work, and play there, as well as the 
wildlife abundantly found in this urban 
setting.  

On Sunday, July 25, from 1-4 p.m., 
everyone can stroll around their gardens 
for free. 

The pollinator group wishes to 
increase the number of Wilkinsburg 
residents who are aware of their work 
and, perhaps, inspire residents to enhance 
their own gardens. They will showcase 
eleven garden spaces in the Wilkinsburg 
borough. 

The free tour will be self-guided. Each 
attendee will receive a program describing 
the uniqueness of each garden including a 
map showing the gardens’ locations.  

At each garden, attendees will be 
able to discuss aspects of the garden (for 
example, its history, the design, and its 
plants) with the owner or steward of 
the garden and receive free packets of 
pollinator flower seeds for their own 
yards. 

Visit sustainablewilkinsburg.org for 
more information about the Wilkinsburg 
Pollinator Garden Group or contact 
Nicole Santella (nicolesantella4@gmail.
com).

Pennsylvania’s Department of 
Environmental Protection (PA DEP) 
has awarded Nine Mile Run Watershed 
Association (NMRWA) a grant of $581,589 
through the Growing Greener Plus 
program for its Wilkinsburg Stormwater 
Resiliency Project. 

This is the largest grant the NMRWA 
has ever received and will allow them to 
implement its biggest green stormwater 
infrastructure project to date. The 
funding will be used to retrofit two large 
Wilkinsburg Borough parking lots to 
capture rainwater runoff and filter the 
water before it enters the storm sewer 
system; these storm sewers carry polluted 
water directly to the Nine Mile Run 
stream. 

The parking lots are the largest paved 
surfaces in the business district: one is 
adjacent to Wood Towers and South Ave 
Methodist United Church, and the other 
is behind the Penn Ave parklet, next to the 

school district building. 
The NMRWA will be busy planning 

and designing the project in 2021 and 
hopes to begin construction in the spring 
of 2022. Once built, the parking lots 
will be lined with bioswales in between 
the parking lanes that will funnel runoff 
to large rain gardens at the end of each 
parking lot. They will all be linked 
together through pipes and trenches 
to form a complete system. The goal of 
this project is to provide nature-based 
solutions for stormwater runoff while 
reintroducing healthy ecosystems into the 
built environment. When the project is 
complete, the parking lots will be full of 
native plants and trees, offering habitat to 
birds and bees for all four seasons. 

Stay tuned for updates and 
opportunities to get involved as they 
start community engagement efforts 
with residents and local businesses in 
Wilkinsburg.

Enjoy a Free Tour 
of Wilkinsburg 
Pollinator 
Gardens July 25

Some of last year’s colorful pollinators in the Grace and Fruit Pollinator Garden and Orchard at Covenant Fellowship 
Reformed Presbyterian Church at 1300 Swissvale Avenue.

NMWRA Awarded over Half Million Dollars 
for Wilkinsburg Project


