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many churches I would pass, just walking a 
few blocks in my neighborhood.
 
Do you think of yourself as a “church 
lady”? 
DP: Not actively, no. But I do joke that 
I have a little old church lady inside me. 
I spent the first 35 years of my life in 
churches, and my interest in how Black 
women reconcile their inner lives with the 
church’s teachings was the foundation for 
my characters and their stories.

Tell us about your journey to becoming 
a published author of a novel. Did you 
always know someday that you would 
write a book? 
DP: I started writing about 20 years ago, 
and I aspired first to write a novel. After 
some early attempts, I did write a few short 
stories, but mostly over the years I’ve been 
writing personal essays and nonfiction 
articles for digital and print publications 
and magazines. In 2013, I co-authored a 
book on co-parenting with my ex-husband. 
So it’s really been one big, long detour, 
and the Church Ladies mark my return, 
finally, to fiction. My agent for the co-
parenting book suggested that I build a few 
of my short stories into a collection with a 
focus on Black women, sex, and the Black 
church. I had been writing some variation 
on these characters for 20 years, but it 
wasn’t until she made that suggestion that I 
saw the theme emerge.
 
Your stories explore themes of identity, 
family relationships, intimacy, 
authenticity, and more. What message are 

Last we looked, your The Secret Lives of 
Church Ladies is ranked in the top 20 
fiction short stories on Amazon. That 
is quite a distinguished niche. What 
does this recognition, along with the 
prestigious Pen/Faulkner Award, mean 
to you?
DP: It feels wonderful to have my fiction 
out in the world, to know that readers 
are connecting with it, and to have it be 
lauded in the company of so many writers 
(past awardees) whose work I admire 
tremendously.  And especially in this year 

of pandemic and uprising and reckoning, 
the reception and recognition have been a 
much-needed balm and a source of joy.

Wilkinsburg has been known as the 
“City of Churches.” Did you find any 
inspiration from Wilkinsburg churches 
or their ladies for the pages of your book? 
DP: The stories in the collection are all 
rooted in my nostalgia and memories of 
growing up in the South, in Jacksonville, 
Florida, specifically. But when I moved to 
Wilkinsburg in 2017, I was struck by how 

Interview with Award-Winning Author Deesha Philyaw

continued on page 8

Wilkinsburg resident Deesha Philyaw’s novel, The Secret Lives of Church Ladies, won the 2021 PEN/Faulkner Award 
for Fiction and the 2020/2021 Story Prize, the 2020 LA Times Book Prize: The Art Seidenbaum Award for First Fiction 
and was a finalist for the 2020 National Book Award for Fiction. The book focuses on Black women, their passions, and 
the Black church and is being adapted for television by HBO Max.
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Microgrants Available
Duquesne Light Company (DLC) 

launched a microgrant program to help 
support diverse, grassroots community 
organizations across the company’s service 
territory. 

Community Impact Grants (CIG)— 
the new signature initiative of DLC’s 
Charitable Giving program—will award 
eligible nonprofits with grants of up to 
$10,000 to fund various projects and 
programs that help Pittsburgh-area 
communities thrive.

Qualified organizations can apply 
for funding in one of four focus areas: 
public art, green spaces, community safety 
and energy efficiency, connectivity and 
technology. 

“DLC has a long history of strong 
corporate citizenship, and we’re honored to 
continue that tradition through the CIG 
program,” said Dave Johnson, DLC’s chief 
customer officer. To be considered for a 
grant, organizations must:

• be a 501c3 nonprofit or state 
equivalent, or an organization receiving 
fiscal sponsorship from a registered 501c3 
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or state equivalent,
• meet DLC’s Charitable Giving 

program guidelines listed in the program’s 
FAQs,

• serve residents in Allegheny and/or 
Beaver counties, and

• have an annual operating budget 
equal to or less than $500,000 and/or a 
specific targeted project,

More information about the program 
and application process can be found at 
DuquesneLight.com/CIG.

Neighborhood Meetings
The WCDC’s Strong Neighborhoods 

Committee is working with Wilkinsburg 
residents to create a shared vision that 
addresses vacant properties. 

Visioning sessions for Singer Place and 
Upper Center to take place in May are now 
open for registration. Planning meetings 
for other neighborhoods will be scheduled 
throughout the summer. 

In these vision sessions, participants 
will be invited to share their thoughts 
on what their ideal neighborhood is, 
review the maps and data collected by the 

On Saturday, April 17, Parks and Recreation and Whitney Neighbors held the 18th annual spring 
clean-up of Whitney Park. Mulch was spread around the new trees planted during renovation, 
mulch raked and redistributed in the playground and swing area, and the bank cleaned of debris.

committee to identify potential properties 
for projects, learn about resources 
available, and set shared goals and 
strategies to address vacancy. 

The vision, goals and strategies for 
each neighborhood will be compiled into 
a Vacant Property Re-Use Plan for all of 
Wilkinsburg. Visit the wilkinsburgcdc.
org/strong-neighborhoods-committee/ for 
news, dates and registration links. 
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MAY
Mon.,  3 Infrastructure and Blight, 6 p.m.

Tues.,  4 Planning Commission, 6:30 p.m.

Wed.,  5 Council Work Session, 7 p.m.

Mon.,  10 Finance, Budget and Capital Planning, 5:30 p.m.

Mon.,  10 Shade Tree Commission, 6:30 p.m.

Wed.,  12 Business and Job Development, 6 p.m.

Thurs.,  13 Public Safety Committee, 9 a.m.

Thurs.,  13 Personnel, Policies and Procedures, 10 a.m.

Mon.,  17 Library Advisory Board, 6 p.m.

Wed.,  19 Council Legislative Meeting, 7 p.m.

Thurs.,  20 Parks & Rec Advisory, 5:30 p.m.

Mon.,  24 Joint Tax Committee, 5:30 p.m.

Mon.,  24 Special Events, Music, Art & Seniors 6:30 p.m.

Borough Calendar

Meetings are scheduled for the Borough Building, but subject to change. 

Join Borough in Beautification Event
The Borough 

government, 
community groups, 
and residents are 
focused this spring 
on a great number of 
initiatives and events 
to celebrate the 
season.

On Saturday, 
May 15, the Borough 
will once again 
participate in the Keep America Beautiful, 
Great American Clean up.  This Borough-
wide event will take place from 8 a.m. to 1 
p.m. that day.   

All residents, churches, schools, 
businesses, organizations, and social 
clubs are invited to help spring clean 
Wilkinsburg.  Join us in planting flowers, 
removing graffiti, cleaning parks, streets, 
vacant lots, and alleyways.  

On the 15th, the Department of 
Public Works will place large commercial 
dumpsters throughout the Borough and 
will have DPW crews and equipment at 
work helping to facilitate the community 
clean up.  

Individuals can volunteer, register or 
request a clean-up project by calling DPW 
at 412.244.2959.  Groups of neighbors 
and friends or business and community 
groups can register with DPW for a 
planting or request a clean -up project for 
the day.  A “project” simply means that 
an organization or group of individuals 
volunteer to clean up a street corner, public 
space, or section of town on the cleanup 
day. The Borough will provide safety vests, 
gloves, and garbage bags donated by Penn 
DOT for all projects.  

Assistant Public Works Director 
and event organizer, Kathleen Rawlins 
commented, “I look forward to working 
with businesses and residents from 

different neighborhoods to help beautify 
Wilkinsburg.”

Please join the community at 8 a.m. on 
Saturday, May 15 at the Borough building, 
605 Ross Avenue, to pick-up project 
assignments, maps, gloves, safety vests and 
garbage bags. The Borough will provide 
fruit and drinks in the morning and light 
refreshments for lunch at 12:30 p.m. in 
Penn Avenue Park. 

The annual Clean-Up event is held 
every year, but was canceled last year due to 
the pandemic.  The Borough is excited for 
the event’s return,  and the day’s activities 
will be held in compliance with the latest 
CDC mandates regarding outdoor events.  

To register your neighborhood, 
business, block club or family for a 
planting or clean-up project, please call 
Public Works at 412.244.2959.  

Learn more about the Great American 
Clean-Up at kab.org/programs/great-
american-cleanup.  

NEW WASTE REMOVAL

GUIDELINES FOR WILKINSBURG

Weekly trash collection is limited to 
household trash cans and ONE BULK 

ITEM per week.

Excess waste, such as appliances, 
TVs, bulk furniture and house clean-

outs will not be picked up with regular 
trash removal. 

Please call 412.255.2780 for excess 
waste pick-up.
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Houston-Starr Is Building for the Future
Service Spanning the East Coast to the Maryland Area, Headquartered Here

A commitment to service, quality 
and dependability is the legacy of the 
Houston-Starr Company. Throughout 
its 125-year history the ownership has 
provided its customers with quality 
products and exceptional service at 
fair prices. Withstanding world wars, 
economic downturns, a pandemic and 
changing markets over five generations, 
the ownership takes pride that throughout 
the years those principles, combined with 
decades of knowledge and expertise, have 
been fundamental to their success, which 
they foresee driving their business into the 
future.

Founded as a building material supply 
business by three brothers selling basic 
building products, including lime, plaster, 
and lath, the business was established in 
the Lawrenceville community of the city 
of Pittsburgh in 1872 under the name 
of the Houston Brothers. Today, the 
company is labeled as one of the oldest 
established building supply houses in the 
United States and recognized as one of 
the original founding members of the 
Pittsburgh Builders Exchange. Throughout 
the years, with the addition of the Starr 
side of the family, the business expanded 

from construction 
materials to 
commercial doors, 
wholesale appliances, 
and kitchen cabinets.

From Lawrence-
ville to East Liberty, 
the Houston-Starr 
Company is now 
headquartered at 300 
Brushton Avenue 
in Wilkinsburg 
under the leadership 
of Jim Starr. The 
establishment also 
operates in Altoona, 
Pennsylvania and 
Sterling, Virginia. 
With nearly 50 

employees among the three sites, the 
business’s focus has narrowed according 
to Starr to “mostly indoor commercial 
doors, kitchen cabinets, residential kitchen 
cabinets and home kitchen appliances.”

Viewing Altoona and Sterling as 
natural extensions of the business, Starr 
says that since 1983 the Altoona store has 
had a concentration on architectural doors 
and hardware. It was started in order  to 
allow them to service a customer base 
within a 100-mile radius of Pittsburgh 
into central Pennsylvania. The Sterling 
branch, the vision and responsibility of his 
son, services the Virginia, Maryland and 
Washington DC area, placing Houston-
Starr in a fast-paced growing region.

Starr has no concern about 
competition: “Each of our markets has 

a different competitor that cannot be all 
things to everybody. What we offer is 
specialized; we try to service a part of the 
market that big box companies cannot serve 
as well as we do.”

Personalized service is an attribute 
Houston-Starr provides its customers. 
“Take care of your customers so that you 
have repeat clientele. It’s much easier 
to go the extra mile for an existing 
customer then trying to find a new one,” 
Starr says.  Pleased customers also make 
referrals, which is a valuable portion of 
their clientele. Aside from providing good 
customer service, Starr, president of the 
business since 1987, advises entrepreneurs 
that if they have employees that they 
should treat them well.  

Known as a pioneer in their industry, 
Starr says they have no intentions on 
resting on their laurels and foresee a bright 
future. 

Referring to his 37-year-old son 
Sterling, Starr says, “We are looking to 
grow and do more business overall. Our 
plans are to add staff at all locations and 
to grow in all three markets.” Banking on 
their reputation, continuously pursuing 
new customers through a dedicated sales 
force and the use of their website: www.
houstonstarr.com, Houston-Starr strives to 
reach a sixth generation of customers.

—Diane I. Daniels, DID & Associates

President of the Houston-Starr Company, Jim Starr, in the Pittsburgh warehouse.
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By Kelly Hanna—Public Relations Officer for Wilkinsburg School District

Positive Partnership with Pittsburgh Public Schools

MAY
Fri. 7 Kelly students work from home 
Tues.,  6 No School (Parent-Teacher Conf.)
Fri. 14 Kelly students work from home 
Mon., 17 Board Finance Mtg, 5:30 p.m.
Tues.,  18 Board Planning, 7 p.m.
Wed., 19 Early dismissal for Kelly 
Fri. 21 Kelly students work from home 
Tues.,  25 Board Legislative Mtg., 7 p.m.
Fri. 28 Kelly students work from home 

School Calendar

In 2015, Wilkinsburg School District 
made the decision to partner with 
Pittsburgh Public Schools (PPS) and created 
an agreement for students in grades 7-12 to 
attend Westinghouse High School. Students 
also had the option to apply for and attend 
other magnet schools in subsequent years. 

Although the decision was certainly a 
tough one to make, the school board and 
administration realized that PPS could 
offer Wilkinsburg students additional and 
customized options in education, sports, 
and extracurricular activities.

The Wilkinsburg School District is 
proud and honored to announce that 
the original agreement with PPS is being 
further fine-tuned and is in the process of 
being extended.

At the helm of Westinghouse High 
School is Principal Stephan Sereda. Sereda 
was offered the administrative role as 
principal in June 2020. From the first day in 
his new role, his vision has been apparent.  
Sereda’s focal point is steadfast as he works 
diligently on re-imagining the school by 
bringing an aggressive vision to light. 

His goal is to create a community 
school where partnerships are made 
between the school and other community 
resources. “How our students perceive 
their educational environment is a direct 
reflection of the culture we have built 
for them. It is critical that our students 
know that we all care about them, and 
it is imperative that they feel connected 

to each other and to the unified culture 
of our school. When students enter the 
doors of Westinghouse, they aren’t PPS 
students or Wilkinsburg students; they are 
Westinghouse Bulldogs,” declared Sereda.

The goal is a strong emphasis on 
academics, health, social services, youth 
and community development, and positive 
community engagement. It is a platform 
where real-world learning and problem 
solving are at the forefront. Sereda has put 
his initiatives in place with his staff and 
faculty by concentrating on three areas:

•  Climate—A positive school climate 
is the product of paying attention to 
fostering safety, creating rigorous academics, 
maintaining a disciplinary environment, 
and committing to a cultural space where 
respect, trust, and caring relationships are 
built within the community.

•  Culture—Creating a work 
ethic to foster the beliefs, values, and 
assumptions that are at the core of how the 
administration, teachers, and staff work 
together is important to create the best 
environment for the students.

•  Academic Outcomes—Skills, 
knowledge, and abilities are part of the 
educational experience and must continue 
to be developed throughout the students’ 
tenures in the district.

“It is apparent that Mr. Sereda 
collaborates frequently with his teachers and 
staff to build a growth mindset while setting 
expectations for learning effectiveness for all 
students,” said Ed Donovan, Wilkinsburg 
school board president. “Our students have 
multiple opportunities with Pittsburgh 
Public Schools, and we are thrilled to be 

working together to help our Wilkinsburg 
students secure an education that will 
positively influence lifetime decisions.”

With the renewed partnership, a task 
force has been put together that includes 
administration and staff from both 
Wilkinsburg School District and PPS. An 
aggressive and comprehensive agreement 
is being designed and will include 
strengthening the following areas:  

—student data and enrollment, tightening 
up processes and procedures for noting 
accurate enrollment and withdrawal of 
students as well as reporting changes in a 
timely manner,

—special education, providing a 
continuum of excellence to support needs 
of special education students and families,

—billing and finance, creating a 
progressive billing and quarterly 
reconciliation system as well as utilizing 
sharable platforms,

—sixth grade transition, organizing 
additional transitional activities (such as 
career fairs) as well as increasing awareness 
of magnet school exposure and supporting 
the student application process, and

—communications, investing in a timely 
and robust plan for communications 
between both districts and Wilkinsburg 
families.

Additionally, there are individuals who 
support and continue to be invested in the 
partnership. This unique group supports 
the goals that have guided the partnership 
thus far and continues to provide valuable 
input on how to strengthen the agreement. 

“We look to our community leaders to 
help foster growth in all areas of education,” 
said Wilkinsburg School District 
Superintendent Dr. Linda Iverson. “Their 
input has proven to be invaluable and is 
truly appreciated.” 

Board members from both school 
districts, state legislators, community 
stakeholders, and other key staff in the 
district have played an integral role in 
developing a partnership that continues to 
support every need of our students.
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WCM Receives Grant to Add Cold Storage Hub

Wilkinsburg Community Ministry 
(WCM) has received a grant from the 
Greater Pittsburgh Community Food Bank 
(GPCFB) to establish a cold chain storage 
hub behind the pantry office at 702/704 
Wood Street. 

The unit will be a 13' x 9' x 9' 
refrigerated unit established on a concrete 
slab in collaboration with the GPCFB 
and Neighborhood Allies. WCM shares 
food with neighbors and other local 
organizations, including 412 Food Rescue, 
Every Day is Sunday Café, Food in the 
Hood, plus several other pantries in 
Wilkinsburg.

The hub will offer an accessible way to 
store food securely to improve our ability 
to share with neighbors. The hub will 
accept food from local farmers markets 
and several other food distribution points.  

Last year, WCM distributed almost 
200,000 lbs of food.  When they distribute 
food in this volume, storage becomes an 
ongoing problem. WCM has three reach-in 

refrigerators and two freezers in which 
they store produce, dairy, eggs and frozen 
product. 

Some of the donations come in 
volume, though: a half ton of bananas, 
800 pounds of green beans, 500 boxes of 

ginger root, 500 dozen eggs. When this 
happens, they frequently share with other 
food programs, some of which prepare hot 
meals for distribution and some of which 
share food and produce directly with 
neighbors. 

With the goal that veryone should 
have access to food that is healthy for them 
and recognizing that many have chronic 
health problems, WCM tries to offer 
healthy food choices. 

The choice of what to eat and when 
is basic and essential to our perception 
of ourselves and our bodies. Disfunction 
between available food and food 
choices compounds an overall feeling of 
powerlessness. 

Having a choice of what to eat 
and when and how it is prepared are 
fundamental to how a person views her/
himself. In a society in which many have 
no choice about jobs, housing, disease, 
schooling, or, in short, the future, food 
choices offer one way in which to take 
charge of our lives. The two operative 
words are healthy and choice.

WCM offers neighbors a variety of 
whole grains and legumes, fresh vegetables 
and fruits, whole grain breads. 

Their canned goods are minimally 
processed, usually having fewer than 
six ingredients, and few or no chemical 
preservatives. 

In 2020, about 45% of the food 
distributed was fresh food from Whole 
Foods, Trader Joes and Costco through the 
Feeding America partnership, the WCM 
garden, and neighborhood gardens. 

WCM composts produce that is not 
useable. If they receive food they cannot 
distribute in time, they share it with other 
agencies that will use it immediately. 
This is where the cold chain storage hub 
becomes important. The storage hub 
will allow access with other agencies, and 
farmers markets

—Ruth Kittner,
 Executive Director

Wilkinsburg Community Ministry

Borough to Receive $372K Grant for Revitalization

An ongoing revitalization project in 
Wilkinsburg Borough will soon receive 
additional funding from Pennsylvania, 
according to state Rep. Ed Gainey, 
D-Allegheny.

In order to help local communities 
across the commonwealth restore 
infrastructure, the Pennsylvania 
Department of Transportation has 
awarded grants to several counties for 
highway, bridge, trail, bike and pedestrian 
projects.

Through PennDOT’s Multimodal 
Transportation Fund, Wilkinsburg will 
receive a grant worth $372,030 for the 
restoration of roadway and pedestrian 
access to the restored Wilkinsburg Train 
Station. This project is key to revitalizing 
the Hay Street/Ross Street corridor in the 
borough.

 “For years, I’ve been advocating and 

fighting for grant money to be designated 
for rehabilitation projects in Wilkinsburg. 
Since I’ve been in office, I’ve helped secure 
millions of dollars for the area,” Gainey 
said. “This latest grant announcement 
will play a key role in helping to revitalize 
the Wilkinsburg community and help its 
residents and economy flourish.”

Back in 2019, Wilkinsburg was 
awarded $200,000 to assist in renovating 
the Wilkinsburg Train Station. Now that 
the project is near completion, the latest 
round of funding will help restore vehicle 
and pedestrian access to the station.

Gainey said improving infrastructure 
is a key initiative of the House Democrats’ 
PA Rescue Plan. He added that as federal 
dollars continue to flow into Pennsylvania 
for COVID-19 relief, he will continue to 
advocate for residents and communities 
across Allegheny County.
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The Wilkinsburg Thursday Market is  
MOVING…
We are excited to announce the partnership between the 
Wilkinsburg Thursday Market and the Borough’s Art in the 
Park for the 2020 season.  
Beginning June 4th through August 27th, the Market will be 
open every Thursday at the “Parklet on Penn Avenue” from 
4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. with music and activities with Art in the 
Park scheduled from 6:30 – 8:30 p.m.  The Market’s focus will 
be on fresh food and healthy habits. 
More information on our vendors and activities to come.   
Interested in being involved in the Market? 

Email info@wilkinsburgchamber.com

 WILKINSBURG PROUD 
There are many ways to demonstrate pride in our community 
– buy from local business, volunteer to help at community 
events, support community organizations and keep our 
streets clean and litter free. 
The Wilkinsburg Chamber of Commerce believes that if 
it is good for the community it is good for business.  The 
Chamber will launch a new initiative, Wilkinsburg Proud, with 
support from UPMC, Nine Mile Run Watershed Association 
and Pennwood Paint & Supply Company, to show our 
community pride by keeping our business district clean. 
The first phase will begin with a clean-up of the 700 block of 
Penn Avenue in May and, with additional support, continue 
through the summer of 2020. 
Volunteer for Wilkinsburg Proud!  

Contact info@wilkinsburgchamber.com
 

UPCOMING EVENTS
Saturday, April 11  •  9:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.    
Nine Mile Run Spring Stream Sweep

Saturday, April 11  •  11:00 am - 2:00 p.m. 
Shred-It Event & Facility Tours Guardian Storage  
Brinton Rd. 

Thursday, April 16  •  8:00 - 9:00 a.m.  
Chamber Board of Directors Meeting, 900 Wood St.

Saturday, April 18  •  Noon - 3:00 p.m.  
Garden Dreams Community Open House  
806 Holland Ave.

Tuesday, April 28  •  5:00 - 7:00 p.m.  
Wilkinsburg After Hours  
Wilkinsburg Borough Building

JOIN THE CHAMBER. BE INVOLVED. 
MAKE A DIFFERENCE.

Backyard Gardening Fest
Don’t miss the May 22 Backyard Gardening Fest! 
The fest is noon to 4 p.m. in the Harold Young, Sr. 

Parklet on Penn Avenue.
There will be gardening tips and information, plants, 

seeds and seedlings, kids’ activities and Nancy’s Revival 
food truck! 

Come out and meet event partners Grow Pittsburgh, 
Nine Mile Run Watershed Association, BeWilder Farm, 
Guardian Storage, Protohaven Wilkinsburg Sustainable 
Gardens, Worm Return and Black Urban Gardeners.

2021 Wilkinsburg 
Thursday Market

The Wilkinsburg Thursday Market begins again on 
June 16 and runs through October 14. 

The market is every 
Thursday from 4–6 p.m. 
in the Harold Young, 
Sr., Parklet at 739 Penn 
Avenue.

Are you interested in 
becoming a vendor? Write 
wilkinsburg.pa.chamber@ 
gmail.com.

900 Wood Street, 2nd Floor • Wilkinsburg, PA 15221  
412.242.0234 • info@wilkinsburgchamber.com 
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Don’t miss the May 22nd Backyard Gardening Fest! 
Noon to 4 p.m. in the Harold Young, Sr. Parklet on Penn Avenue

Gardening tips and information, plants, seeds and seedlings, kids’ activities and Nancy’s Revival food truck! 
Come out and meet our event partners Grow Pittsburgh, Nine Mile Run Watershed Association, BeWilder Farm, Guardian Storage, 

Protohaven Wilkinsburg Sustainable Gardens, Worm Return and Black Urban Gardeners.

LOGO ATTACHED

2021 Wilkinsburg Thursday Market
June 16 – October 14
Every Thursday from 4 – 6 p.m.
Harold Young, Sr. Parklet
739 Penn Avenue

Interested in becoming a Vendor?
Email wilkinsburg.pa.chamber@ gmail.com 
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you most proud to be able to convey to 
your ever-widening audience? 
DP: That they aren’t alone in unlearning, 
or wanting to unlearn, those spoken and 
unspoken rules that put us at odds with 
our deepest longings. That it is possible to 
get free.

What was the most painful part of the 
writing process for you?
DP: A word limit! I have so many stories 
and story ideas. It was tough narrowing 
down which ones to include. What was 
the most fun? Imagining worlds, writing 
characters who are funnier and braver than 
I, writing characters who find love.

What do your daughters think of your 
book and their mom’s accomplishments? 
DP: They’ve told me that they are proud of 
me. And I think one of them has read the 
book. Not sure about the other.

What can you tell us about The Secret 
Lives of Church Ladies being adapted for 
HBO? 
DP: It’s such a dream to be able to revisit 
my characters and go beyond the stories 
that are in the pages of my book. We don’t 
have a timeline yet, but Tessa Thompson 
and HBO Max have a wonderful vision for 
all of the possibilities, and I’m excited to 
be their creative partner in bringing these 
characters to the small screen.

As a celebrated resident of our 
community, we’d be interested in what 
strengths you see in Wilkinsburg. 
DP: I love being neighbors with 
entrepreneurs and small businesses that 
include makers and artists. I feel right at 
home!

Art All Over

The Wilkinsburg Community Development Corporation’s (WCDC) Art All 
Over project continues its support of local artists through a partnership with the 
Sleeping Octopus Artist Initiative (SOAI). 

Opening May 1 in the WCDC’s Lohr Gallery at 725 Wood Street is a new 
exhibition of quilts by Wilkinsburg artist Ada Cyrus. She has been a Wilkinsburg 
resident since purchasing her first home in the ’70s. 

Ada has been quilting for 12 years. In that time, she has made over 150 
quilts and has passed on her skills to many younger people through teaching 
workshops. 

Quilts will be on rotation with a new set on display weekly. The exhibition 
will also include an array of quilting tools on view. A number of quilts will be for 
sale and available for pickup following their display and personalized finishing. In 
addition, the artist will be accepting commission requests. 

Ada will be hosting in-person gallery hours, Fridays 3:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. 
and Saturdays 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. throughout the duration of the show until it 
closes on June 26. 

DEESHA PHILYAW, from page 1

Rosemary C. Crawford
Attorney, Certified Mediator 
& Arbitrator, and Chapter 7 
Bankruptcy Trustee.
At Crawford McDonald, LLC we stand for justice and fairness 
and inclusion, welcoming and respecting all people regardless of 
race, age, gender, disability, orientation, income, sexuality, and 
religious beliefs.

Highly Recommended by the Allegheny County Bar Association, 
who is viewed as an exceptional individual who will enhance the 
competency, dignity and public perception of the bench.

Crawford  McDonald, LLC
P.O. Box 355 Allison Park, PA 15101
724-443-4757 | 412-291-2965 (Fax) | crawfordmcdonald@aol.com
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