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As most residents probably 
know, there is an effort to pursue a 
referendum on a merger between the 
Borough of Wilkinsburg and the City 
of Pittsburgh. 

On its website, the Wilkinsburg 
Community Development Corporation 
outlines what is known so far about 
what a merger could look like and 
why the effort is being pursued: 
wilkinsburgmerger.org. 

In February, the Council registered 
their opposition to the pursuit of a 
merger in a 6-3 vote.

Residents will want to review the 
information available, ask questions, 
talk to friends and neighbors, and 
start to think about the issue. If it 
ends up on the ballot in November, it 
will be a decision made by the voters 
of Wilkinsburg and, as such, it’s 
important that residents take time to 
be informed. This will be a developing 
situation and The Wilkinsburg Sun will 
try to help keep residents informed. 

The Wilkinsburg School District has 
supported a pilot authorship program for 
students in first grade at Kelly Primary 
and sixth grade at Turner Intermediate. 
The program launched last November 
as the students began to leave for the 
holidays. The program was timely as the 
administration team and board hoped that 
the authorship opportunity would engage 
students and complement their reading 
and writing skills during winter break. 

Students started the process by 
outlining their ideas for their books, then 
began wordsmithing their storylines. Kelly 
Primary librarian, Marian Sullivan, and 
Turner Intermediate librarian, Keri Boyer, 
worked individually with students to 
outline stories and integrate artwork into 
each book. 

Children created their books online 
through the StoryJumper website. With 
simple instructions, students were able to 
easily work independently and creatively to 
become authors. Each book is in hardback, 
e-book, and audio format. Additionally, 
each student will be able to lend their own 

voice to their audiobook.
“The authorship program was a pivotal 

campaign to help our students become 
more impassioned about reading, while 
securing a coveted authorship credit,” said 
Wilkinsburg School Board President Ed 
Donovan. 

The district purchased three of each 
student’s books. One from each student 
will be permanently housed at each school 
library, and the student will also receive 
one of their authored books. 

A total of 29 books were written by 
Kelly students, and 9 were written by 
Turner students. 

The titles and their authors include:
• Queenie Wins the Gold and Revenge by 

Amiyah Ford 
• The Lost Souls by Chase Taylor 
• The Knight and His Quest For Adventure by 

Cameron Lewis 
• Life Book by Jordan Edwards 
• My Summer Day by Rafeef Abuharba 
• Facts About Mammals by Aryahna Lynch 
• The Color Of the Rainbow For Kids by 

T’Niya Harper 

Possibility of Referendum 
on Merger with Pittsburgh 
Needs Residents’ Attention

• Happy Valentine’s Day by Ira Jay Wilcox 
• The Spy Pigs by Amayla Hairston 
• Holidays! by Amelah Franklin
• The Grouchy Lion by Charles Jones
• I Love My Hair! By Brielle Bishop 

Oshoko
• The Zoo Animals by Antony Chaney

Wilkinsburg’s Many Young Published Authors

Continued on page 6

Three of the many newly published authors: Alvin Budd with his book All About Kindness, Brielle Bishop Oshoko with I 
Love My Hair!, and Cameron Lewis with The Knight and His Quest For Adventure. 
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Sacred Spaces Virtual Tour
Preservation Pittsburgh, through a 

grant from Neighborhood Allies, will be 
presenting a 
virtual version 
of their Sacred 
Spaces Tour 
that highlights 
Wilkinsburg 
churches’ 
rich history 
and beautiful 
architecture. 
A series of six 
videos is being 
produced and 
will be released 
in August. Each 
will share aspects 
of one particular 
church that 
makes it unique. 
Stay tuned for 
more information 
and check out the teaser here: vimeo.
com/563347961.

Eleven Gardens on Tour
What is a sustainable garden? Find out 

on Saturday, July 25, 1–4 p.m. Neighbors 
have been working hard all spring to make 
their properties into beautiful gardens. You 
can learn why and how sustainable gardens 
are rewarding and beautiful and get some 
tips on how to grow your own garden. 

Your can begin viewing these 11 
gardens in one of four places: 718 North 
Ave., 1300 Swissvale 
Ave., 1401 Marlboro 
Ave., and 1300 Wood 
Street. You can walk or 
ride to each location. See 
the different kinds of 
gardens and pick up free 
seeds. You will receive 
a map of downtown 
Wilkinsburg showing 
the garden locations, 
and greeting cards and 
T-shirts will be available 
for sale.

A children’s activity 
is scheduled for 1 p.m. at 
the corner of Penn and 

editor@wilkinsburgsun.com

P.O. Box 86064 
Wilkinsburg, PA 15221

Lynne Gordon, Editor
THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Jason Cohn, President 
Minister Linda Kirkland-Law, Vice President 

John Irwin, Treasurer 
Vanessa McCarthy-Johnson, Secretary

Moses Workman

The Wilkinsburg Sun is a free  
monthly community newsletter published by the 

volunteer Wilkinsburg Community Newsletter 
Board, with the support of the Wilkinsburg 
Borough, the Wilkinsburg School District, 

the Wilkinsburg Chamber of Commerce, and 
the Wilkinsburg Community Development 

Corporation. The Sun is printed by Knepper Press. 

Please submit all articles and calendar 
events to: editor@wilkinsburgsun.com,  

or by mail, P.O. Box 86064, Wilkinsburg, 
PA 15221. Please submit articles 5 weeks 

before publication and  
calendar events 3 weeks before  

publication. To advertise,  
e-mail adsales@wilkinsburgsun.com,  

or call 412.680.1381. The Sun accepts 
submitted articles provided they are related 

to Wilkinsburg and are civic-minded. The 
Sun reserves the right to withhold articles 
from print. Please note that The Sun does 

not publish political or opinion pieces.

Sign up to receive The Sun 
by email at eepurl.com/v0iBP 
and friend us on Facebook.

Center Avenues for constructing a large bee 
flag. At 2 p.m., Squonk will provide a free 
musical performance.

The Wilkinsburg Pollinators Garden 
Group is sponsoring this free event.  
Register at https://bit.ly/3vQrYkL.

Strong Neighborhoods Update
On June 17, Governor Tom Wolf 

announced the statewide allocations for 
the Pennsylvania Housing Affordability 
and Rehabilitation Enhancement 
(PHARE) Fund. The Wilkinsburg 
Community Development Corporation 

(WCDC) was 
awarded $250,000 
to support the 
Wilkinsburg Vacant 
Property Recovery 
Initiative, which seeks 
to bring blighted 
and underutilized 
properties back to 
productive use with 
the help of community 
residents.

Participation at the 
scheduled visioning 
sessions (scheduled 
through September) 

will help identify and prioritize next steps 
for these properties and serve as the primary 
strategic guide for targeting the newly 
awarded resources. To learn more, visit 
wilkinsburgcdc.org/strong-neighborhoods-
committee or call 412.727.7855.

WCDC Announces Mini-Grants
This March, the WCDC opened 

applications for the 10th year of the Youth 
Initiative Mini-Grant program to fund 

Did You Know? 
Wilkinsburg Council brings you the 

Wilkinsburg’s Summer Concert Series, 
Art in the Park, which kicked off on 
Juneteenth, June 19. All concerts are 
Saturdays, 12 p.m.–2 p.m. in the Harold 
Young Sr. Parklet, 739 Penn Avenue. 

Everyone is welcome to come and 
relax with family, neighbors and friends. 
Most of the artists are nationally known 
and we’re very happy to have them 
entertain us! 

July 10—The Kea Michaels Trio
July 17—Kenny Blake Quartet
July 24—Coffe’s Love Train 

July 31—Calvin Stemley and the Stemtecs 
August 7—The Flow Band:Reggae Rhythms
August 14—The African American Music 

Institute
August 21—The Old School Band with Flo 

Wilson 
—Wilkinsburg Borough Council

Continued on page 6

 

Window at St. Stephen’s 
Episcopal Church
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JULY
Mon.,  5 Infrastructure and Blight, 6 p.m.

Tues.,  6 Planning Commission, 6:30 p.m.

Wed.,  7 Council Work Session, 7 p.m.

Thurs.,  8 Public Safety Committee, 9 a.m.

Thurs.,  8 Personnel, Policies , Procedures, 10 a.m.

Mon.,  12 Finance, Budget and Capital, 5:30 p.m.

Mon.,  12 Shade Tree Commission, 6:30 p.m.

Wed.,  14 Business and Job Development, 6 p.m.

Thurs.,  15 Parks & Rec Advisory, 5:30 p.m.

Mon.,  19 Library Advisory Board, 6 p.m.

Wed.,  21 Council Legislative Meeting, 7 p.m.

Mon.,  26 Joint Tax Committee, 5:30 p.m.

Mon.,  26 Spec. Ev., Music, Art/Seniors, 6:30 p.m.

Borough Calendar

Meetings are scheduled for the Borough Building, but subject to change. 

Improving Infrastructure
The Borough has been busy this 

year with projects that improve our 
community’s infrastructure, both at street 
level and below. In late June, the Borough 
began its summer paving program, and on 
June 16 Council approved the application 
for a grant to fund the next project in a 
multi-phase sewer rehabilitation initiative.  

This summer’s paving program will 
resurface over 36,000 square yards of 
road surface with the focus on blocks that 
are in the most need of repair. The work 
began on June 21 and will be completed 
in early July. The paving work is funded by 
a PENN DOT program that provides low 
interest loans for transportation projects. 

Not as visible as the paving work are 
the efforts to rehabilitate and repair large 
portions of the sanitary sewer lines. The 
goal is to reduce the inflow and intake of 
stormwater into the sanitary sewer system. 

While Wilkinsburg benefits from 
having separate storm and sanitary sewer 
systems, some connections between the 
two systems cause storm water inflow 
into the sanitary lines. More significantly, 
leaks in the sanitary lines allow significant 
infiltration of ground water into the system.

Stormwater in sanitary lines increase 
the costs of pumping and processing 

and dilutes the effectiveness of 
the processing.  Since 2018, the 
Borough has worked closely with 
Alcosan to scope and plan the 
effort to reduce infiltration and 
inflow. Grants for the work have 
been provided by Pennsylvania 
Department of Community and 
Economic Development Small Water and 
Sewer the Alcosan GROW program.  

Councilwoman Denise Edwards, 
chair of the Infrastructure and Blight 
Committee, observed, “While this work 
may be largely unseen by residents, its 
importance can’t be overstated. The sewer 
projects and 2021 paving projects are two 
examples of Council’s multi-year focus 
on securing grant funds and low interest 
loans to improve and repair the Borough’s 
infrastructure and, in the case of the sewer 
work, ensure public health and safety.”  

The South Avenue Sewer project—
the first of four planned projects—was 
completed earlier this year. The project 
occurred in neighborhoods in the 
southwest part of the Borough, along 
South Avenue. Three additional projects 
between now and the end of 2023 will 
extend this work to other neighborhoods.  

The South Avenue project included 

lining of approximately 6,000 linear feet of 
sanitary and storm sewer and grouting of 
sewer laterals. Lining and grouting repair 
leaks. The work also included manhole 
installation, service lateral reinstatement, 
and pre- and post-construction CCTV and 
smoke testing of the lines.  

What does all of this technical detail 
mean for Wilkinsburg residents? It means 
the repair of significant defects and leaks 
in the Borough’s sewer lines. Reduced 
stormwater flow into the sanitary sewers 
reduces future sewage fees to Borough 
residents, since the strain on the system is 
reduced. It also brings the Borough into 
compliance with federal regulations of 
stormwater flow into sanitary sewers. And 
since the work is funded through state and 
Alcosan grants, the effect is minimal on 
the Borough’s annual budget. 

Did you Know?
Wilkinsburg is a Tree City USA 

participant. To obtain a “Tree City USA” 
designation, members of Wilkinsburg’s 
Shade Tree Committee filled out the 
application on behalf of the borough. 
Some of the requirements for this 
designation are having:

• an active tree board. 
• a public tree care ordinance. 
• a community forestry program. 
• an Arbor Day ordinance and 

proclamation. 
Trees are the biggest plants on earth. 

They help absorb excess water, which 
helps to prevent flooded basements. 
They stabilize the soil, and that’s 
important with all the hillsides in 
Wilkinsburg. And, they provide oxygen 
and store carbon dioxide among other 
quality of life services.

—Wilkinsburg Borough Council

AUGUST
Mon.,  2 Infrastructure and Blight, 6 p.m.

Tues.,  3 Planning Commission, 6:30 p.m.

Wed.,  4 Council Work Session, 7 p.m.

Mon.,  9 Finance, Budget and Capital, 5:30 p.m.

Mon.,  9 Shade Tree Commission, 6:30 p.m.

Wed.,  11 Business and Job Development, 6 p.m.

Thurs.,  12 Public Safety Committee, 9 a.m.

Thurs.,  12 Personnel, Policies, Procedures, 10 a.m.

Mon.,  16 Library Advisory Board, 6 p.m.

Thurs.,  19 Parks & Rec Advisory, 5:30 p.m.

Mon.,  23 Joint Tax Committee, 5:30 p.m.

Mon.,  23 Spec. Ev., Music, Art/Seniors, 6:30 p.m.
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Beauty and Wellness Center Offers Renewal

Alisha Johnson is on a mission with 
a passion for helping her clients look 
and feel their best. Self-described as a 
people person, she says, “I like to make a 
difference in people’s lives and help them 
feel healthy and wise.” Located at 1717 
Penn Avenue, her business Karma Beauty 
Bar & Wellness Center offers a place to 
escape, renew and restore.

A former nursing student and medical 
assistant, a woman with strong faith and 
compassion, Alisha provides therapeutic 
benefits for the mind, body and soul at her 
beauty and  wellness center.

A unisex wellness center, services 
are offered individually, for couples and 
for parties of six. From massages, foot 
soaks, body contouring and enhancing, 
detoxing to teeth whitening, all packages 
include complimentary refreshments and a 
relaxing atmosphere.

Mission-driven to be unique and 
to stand out from providing typical spa 
services, Karma Beauty Bar & Wellness 
Center also offers infrared detox 
sauna treatments, Chai Yok, and teeth 
whitening. 

Designed to rid the body of excess 
fluids and toxins, the benefits of the detox 
sauna treatment include detoxifying, 
reducing stress, inflammation, and pain, 
improving circulation, promoting better 
sleep, boosting energy and promoting 
healing internally and externally. 

Coupling 
her strong 
desire to be an 
entrepreneur 
with her 
compassion 
for helping 
people and 
experience 
in the health 
field, Johnson 
started her 
business out 
of her home. 

The 
grand opening 
of her location 

on Penn, was scheduled for March 2020 
when the COVID-19 pandemic hit. Plans 
changed and Karma’s location transformed 
to a “COVID 19 Grab and Go” site. 

Johnson and a team of volunteers 
provided hot meals, clothing, hygiene 
items and toys for children. “I am forever 
grateful to my church, Legacy International 
Worship Center, the Light of Life Rescue 
Mission, and Bread Works for their 
contributions.”

Since October, Karma Beauty Bar & 
Wellness Center has been back in business 
full time. 

Looking toward the future, Alisha 
is working to grow her base of clientele, 
gain more repeat clients and research the 
possibility of expanding: “Whatever the 
future brings I am excited and expecting 
great things along the way.”

To learn more, visit www.karmabb412.
com or call 855.527.6222.

—Diane I. Daniels, DID & Associates

What’s Next Wilkinsburg? 
Wilkinsburg residents have been 

working toward getting a referendum 
on the ballot this November to decide 
whether we merge with the City of 
Pittsburgh.

In 2020, More than 150 people 
participated in a series of focus groups 
hosted by the WCDC to gain input on 
the vision, challenges, and critical issues 
for revitalizing the community. Residents 
pointed to vacancy, blight, and high 
property taxes as key concerns. From 
this, a group of residents began meeting 
to better understand what a merger 
could mean for our community, and how 
it might work and The Merger Analysis 
Committee as well as various topic 
specific sub-committees were formed.

While there are several important 
factors to consider in a merger between 
Wilkinsburg and the City of Pittsburgh, 
the overarching goal is to improve 
our community through better public 
services, lower property taxes, more 
affordable home ownership, and a 
reinvigorated business district. 

Reaching this point has taken 
hundreds of hours of community 
discussions, meetings, working sessions, 
and tough conversations. The WCDC 
is dedicated to helping Wilkinsburg 
residents understand the details of what 
a merger might mean, and what the 
process and next steps might look like.

To learn more or get involved 
call the WCDC: 412.727.3149 or visit 
Wilkinsburgmerger.org
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By Kelly Hanna—Public Relations Officer for Wilkinsburg School District

AUGUST
Mon. 30 First Day of School 

School Calendar

Meet Maluchnik, Interim Superintendent

Our Elite Elementary Experience
Re-Imagining Education in Wilkinsburg
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When walking with Dr. Joe Maluchnik 
through the halls of Kelly Primary or Turner 
Intermediate, be prepared to take your time; 
you will hear caring salutations from him to 
everyone he sees along his path.

Along his way, he stops to ask a child 
how their day is goingand subtly gives them 
a short-term goal. For instance, he might 
challenge, “Let’s see what you can do to 
make the afternoon even better,” or “I’m 
going to check on you later to make sure 
you mastered that math problem.” Every 
single teacher, faculty member, and student 
is the most important person he comes 
upon, and they all feel it.

Maluchnik was recently appointed 
as the interim superintendent at the 
Wilkinsburg School District where he 
spent the last year and a half as principal 
of Turner Intermediate. Prior to joining 
the district, he was the assistant principal 
at Greensburg Salem High School from 
2009-2019. He has also led other districts 
as the role of either assistant principal 
or principal.

Maluchnik earned his Bachelor of 
Science degree in Business Education 
from Indiana University of Pennsylvania. 
He received his Master of Science degree 
in educational administration from 
California University of Pennsylvania.

Awarded his Superintendent’s Letter 
of Eligibility from Gannon University, 
he completed his doctorate at Point Park 
University. His dissertation was entitled 
Middle School Programs and Practices: Do the 
16 Characteristics Identified by the Association 
for Middle-Level Education Correlate to 
Student Achievement? The 16 characteristics 
are built around the social, academic, and 
emotional needs of sixth graders. 

Additionally, Maluchnik has served 
in the United States Army Reserves 
for over 25 years and currently serves 
as a Chief Warrant Officer 3 with the 

316th Expeditionary Support Company 
in Coraopolis, Pa. He served both in 
Operation Iraqi Freedom and Operation 
Enduring Freedom, and he received 
accommodation medals for each tour. 

Always serving with a heart for 
others, he puts students’ educational 
needs first and foremost. “Our goal is 
to change the way we teach. Since all 
kids learn differently, we are poised and 
ready to personalize and customize an 
educational plan for each student. It is our 
duty to ensure that success is imminent 
and educational rubrics are mastered,” 
Maluchnik declared. 

As his leadership commences, he 
leads with this goal in his heart: The 
objective is to create a unique and elite 
school experience with instruction that is 
enriching and challenging for every child 
in our district, from grades Pre-K through 
12th grade. By doing so, he hopes that all 
will be creators and innovators as they 
transition through school to work.

He also points out 
that the district has a lot 
of resources that other 
districts do not have. “Our 
technological tools are state of 
the art. Every classroom has 
Rosin Brightlink projectors 
that have multiple capabilities 
for teachers to create vibrant, 
engaging, and interactive 
lessons and has been a 
unique tool to help provide 
excellent education through 
our hybrid model during the 
pandemic,” said Maluchnik. 
He passionately believes 
that Wilkinsburg truly has 
exceptional personnel in 
each building, dedicated to 
educating our students with 
intensity.

“Part of the uniqueness 
of our district is that we have 
math and reading coaches 
in each building, which you 

normally do not see in other districts. Our 
PBIS (Positive Behavioral Interventions 
and Supports) coaches are instrumental in 
supporting our children with emotional 
challenges, and we also have a behavioral 
specialist in each building. We do indeed 
have excellent resources to support our 
students. Additionally, we have hired 
two new Spanish teachers and will be 
introducing the language to our students 
from grades Pre-K-6,” he said.

“Our formal search for a 
superintendent will commence in the next 
few months. But it was noticeably clear 
to our Board that Dr. Maluchnik was a 
natural choice to lead our district as the 
Interim Superintendent,” said Wilkinsburg 
School Board President, Ed Donovan. “He 
was instrumental in helping to develop the 
vision of where we feel this district needs 
to go and he will lead the administration 
team, staff and faculty to keep moving 
the needle for our district to be a leading 
educational district in the state.”
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Wilkinsburg groups and organizations that 
support the academic and civic endeavors 
of our youth. This year funding was 
awarded to the following organizations:

• Pittsburgh Urban Christian School 
in partnership with The Bible Chapel—
To support an all-day education and 
enrichment summer camp experience for 
Wilkinsburg students at no cost.

• Wilkinsburg Baseball Association—
Towards field equipment, storage boxes and 
uniforms for up to 200 participating youth.

• Meshwork Press—To support a 
workshop series for young entrepreneurs.

• Creative Kidz Childcare and Arts 
Studio—Towards purchase of a photo 
printer for student art projects. 

• Pittsburgh Center for Creative Reuse—
To provide 100 DIY creativity kits to youth 
in Wilkinsburg at no cost.

Saturday, July 24 6:00-11:00

PITTSBURGH

SUMMER CELEBRATION
OVER  20  Local  artists

 

the Sleeping octopus
1300 wood street,

Live art performance, fire performers,  

PASTA truck and beer sponsor on location at
live music and drum circle,

Pittsburgh, PA 15221

Summer Business Workshop Series
The WCDC is offering a summer series 

of free business workshops Wednesdays 
in July 6–8 p.m.—in person or Zoom 
depending on registration interest. 

July 7, Janice Crile: Social Media 
Marketing—Janice specializes in strategic 
marketing and communications with an 
emphasis on social media.

July 14, Joel Burstein: Solving Complex 
Challenges—Joel specializes in solving 
the tough, complex business challenges 
through proven systems for communicating 
with, developing, and motivating people.

July 21, Patricia Marsh: Taxes & Accounting—
Patricia works with business owners on 
understanding taxes/accounting principles.

To register contact: Gordon Manker, 
gordon@wilkinsburgcdc.org

Summer Recreation Program
 Park It! is an 

informal recreation 
program for kids 
at Ferguson Park 
at South and 
Center Avenues 
from Noon–7 p.m., 

• Ape’s Kingdom by Domani Harvey
• What I Want To Be! by Zariah Hall Taylor
• Horses by Kahliah Perkins
• Different Kinds of Sharks by Ja’syiah 

Johnson
• Farm Animals by Jamaya Glover
• A Castle on a Hill by Kennidy Hardeman
• Kelly School and Turner School by Leatitia 

Dedji
• Covid-19 Vaccines by Leatitia Dedji
• L’alphabet Francais by Laetitia Dedji
• White and Black People by Laetitia Dedji
• Sonic by Noah Day
• Sally Saves Her Sister by Sa’Miyah Snead
• My Best Day Is Going To The Store With 

My Mom! By Semaja Giles
• The Magical Adventure by Jalen McMiller
• Happy Halloween by Ja’syiah Johnson
• The Lee Siblings Save Christmas! by Isaiah 

Nelson-Lee
• All About Cats by 
Ja’syiah Johnson
• The Secret of the 
Dark by Ja’syiah 
Johnson
• The Sky by Trayvion 
English
• Dogs!! By Ah’mere 
Fleming
• All About Kindness 
by Alvin Budd

BULLETIN BOARD, continued from page 2 Monday through Friday. 
The program offers activities, crafts, 

chess, and more. Kids should be old 
enough to come and go on their own or be 
with a family member.

PUBLISHED AUTHORS, continued from page 1
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Suite 410
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metrofamilypratice.org
412.247.2310

WHOLE People. ALL People.

www.wilkinsburgchamber.com

Chamber of Commerce

900 Wood Street, 2nd Floor • Wilkinsburg, PA 15221  
412.242.0234 • info@wilkinsburgchamber.com 

wilkinsburgchamber.com

The Wilkinsburg Thursday Market is  
MOVING…
We are excited to announce the partnership between the 
Wilkinsburg Thursday Market and the Borough’s Art in the 
Park for the 2020 season.  
Beginning June 4th through August 27th, the Market will be 
open every Thursday at the “Parklet on Penn Avenue” from 
4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. with music and activities with Art in the 
Park scheduled from 6:30 – 8:30 p.m.  The Market’s focus will 
be on fresh food and healthy habits. 
More information on our vendors and activities to come.   
Interested in being involved in the Market? 

Email info@wilkinsburgchamber.com

 WILKINSBURG PROUD 
There are many ways to demonstrate pride in our community 
– buy from local business, volunteer to help at community 
events, support community organizations and keep our 
streets clean and litter free. 
The Wilkinsburg Chamber of Commerce believes that if 
it is good for the community it is good for business.  The 
Chamber will launch a new initiative, Wilkinsburg Proud, with 
support from UPMC, Nine Mile Run Watershed Association 
and Pennwood Paint & Supply Company, to show our 
community pride by keeping our business district clean. 
The first phase will begin with a clean-up of the 700 block of 
Penn Avenue in May and, with additional support, continue 
through the summer of 2020. 
Volunteer for Wilkinsburg Proud!  

Contact info@wilkinsburgchamber.com
 

UPCOMING EVENTS
Saturday, April 11  •  9:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.    
Nine Mile Run Spring Stream Sweep

Saturday, April 11  •  11:00 am - 2:00 p.m. 
Shred-It Event & Facility Tours Guardian Storage  
Brinton Rd. 

Thursday, April 16  •  8:00 - 9:00 a.m.  
Chamber Board of Directors Meeting, 900 Wood St.

Saturday, April 18  •  Noon - 3:00 p.m.  
Garden Dreams Community Open House  
806 Holland Ave.

Tuesday, April 28  •  5:00 - 7:00 p.m.  
Wilkinsburg After Hours  
Wilkinsburg Borough Building

JOIN THE CHAMBER. BE INVOLVED. 
MAKE A DIFFERENCE.

900 Wood Street, 2nd Floor • Wilkinsburg, PA 15221  
412.242.0234 • info@wilkinsburgchamber.com 
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– buy from local business, volunteer to help at community 
events, support community organizations and keep our 
streets clean and litter free. 
The Wilkinsburg Chamber of Commerce believes that if 
it is good for the community it is good for business.  The 
Chamber will launch a new initiative, Wilkinsburg Proud, with 
support from UPMC, Nine Mile Run Watershed Association 
and Pennwood Paint & Supply Company, to show our 
community pride by keeping our business district clean. 
The first phase will begin with a clean-up of the 700 block of 
Penn Avenue in May and, with additional support, continue 
through the summer of 2020. 
Volunteer for Wilkinsburg Proud!  

Contact info@wilkinsburgchamber.com
 

UPCOMING EVENTS
Saturday, April 11  •  9:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.    
Nine Mile Run Spring Stream Sweep

Saturday, April 11  •  11:00 am - 2:00 p.m. 
Shred-It Event & Facility Tours Guardian Storage  
Brinton Rd. 

Thursday, April 16  •  8:00 - 9:00 a.m.  
Chamber Board of Directors Meeting, 900 Wood St.

Saturday, April 18  •  Noon - 3:00 p.m.  
Garden Dreams Community Open House  
806 Holland Ave.

Tuesday, April 28  •  5:00 - 7:00 p.m.  
Wilkinsburg After Hours  
Wilkinsburg Borough Building

JOIN THE CHAMBER. BE INVOLVED. 
MAKE A DIFFERENCE.

Visit the Wilkinsburg Thursday Market
Choose fresh fruits and vegetables from local growers be.wild.er Farm, Triple B Farm and Grow 

Pittsburgh. Seggond Chance Farm offers eggs from rescued, free range poultry. Jade Events is there 
with Veez Decadent Brownies. The market offers prepared foods, fresh roasted coffee beans, live 
music and a rotation of healthy living presentations. 

The market  is located in the Harold Young, Sr. Parklet at 739 Penn Avenue every Thursday 
from 4 - 6 p.m. through October 14.

Questions? Email info@wilkinsburgchamber.com 

Wilkinsburg Entrepreneur Sweetens Special Occasions
Casey Renee Shively, owner of Confections by Casey Renee, approaches her desserts as an artist, meandering through many flavors 

and textures until her creations are complete. This creative process is the foundation from which she offers her clients desserts that truly 
make them feel celebrated on their special occasions. 

She chose to open her first commercial establishment in Wilkinsburg because it is close to home and she is very invested in 
the community through her volunteer work with 
Wilkinsburg non-profits.

For Casey, a two-time James Beard Semifinalist, 
being an entrepreneur embodies freedom: “I have the 
power to make all of the decisions in the end and to 
do good with my business.”

Along with that freedom, however, comes 
challenges. That’s why Shively joined Entrepreneurs 
Forever, a peer group program for small business 
owners in evolving communities. 

Each peer group meeting is led by a trained 
facilitator and includes business updates, real-time 
problem-solving, and an interactive curriculum. Her 
peers affirm that she is not alone in her business 
challenges and hold her accountable for following 
through with her goals.

Read more of Casey’s story at entrepreneursforever.
org. Visit confectionspgh.com to order desserts for 
your next event.
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A grand celebration of the new bronze Abraham Lincoln 
statue will be held at the monument site at the intersection 
of Penn Avenue and Ardmore Blvd. (Lincoln Highway) in 
Wilkinsburg Saturday, July 24 at 10 a.m. The special dedication 
program will be held, lasting about an hour.

The Wilkinsburg Historical Society, in partnership with 
Wilkinsburg Borough Council, is putting plans in place for a 
memorable event. The schedule will be similar to the original 
1916 program when the first Abraham Lincoln statue was 
unveiled. The Lincoln program will include a parade from 
Princeton Boulevard down to the new monument site, 
invocation, national anthem, unveiling of the statue and its 
bronze plaque, presentation of the statue to the Borough, 
partial reading of the Emancipation Proclamation, and a 
special keynote message from one of America’s foremost 
Lincoln experts. Free parking will be available by Graham 
Field with shuttle service down Penn Avenue hill to the 
statue site. 

The contributions from hundreds of generous people 
provided the funds for the statue, granite pedestal and 
bronze plaque. Thank you Wilkinsburg!

This is a community event that everyone is invited to. The 
statue is a gift to all the people of Wilkinsburg from hundreds 
of generous donors. Please come and welcome Abraham Lincoln 
back to his traditional spot on the crossroads. Lots of standing 
room, limited seating, so bring a folding chair if you have one. 

At that time the Civil War veterans were honored guests, and 
the statue was draped in an American flag.

Dedication of New Lincoln Statue, July 24

This 1916 image shows the unveiling and dedication of Wilkinsburg’s first Lincoln statue. At that 
time the Civil War veterans were honored guests, and the statue was draped in an American flag. 
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