
theWilkinsburg

A Free Community newsletter Bringing you good news ABout wilkinsBurg VOL. 15  NO. 2  October 2021

inside
Bulletin Board 2

Borough 3

WCdC 4

SChool diStriCt 5

ChamBer of CommerCe  7

LEAF COLLECTION begins Nov. 1 and ends Dec. 18.
Leaves—in paper bags only—will be picked up at the curb on 
your regular street sweeper day. If your street is not marked 
for street sweeping, pile bags at the curb and call the 
Department of Public Works at 412.244.2959.
Loose leaves will NOT be picked up—bagged leaves only! Leaf 
bags are available at both libraries—5 for $1.
YARD WASTE DAY for leaf bags/sticks/ branches is Nov. 13.

Fall Is Here…
and So Are
the Leaves!

Next Stop, Wilkinsburg! The Ribbon Is Cut

Left, pictured: Leon Haynes, CEO of Hosanna House; Mayor Marita Garrett; William Schenck, vice chairman of TriState Capital Bank; Tracey Evans, director of the WCDC; Bernie 
Wetzel, former president of the WCDC; Dennis Davin, secretary of the PA department of community and economic development; Pam Macklin, president of borough council. Right: the 
restored ticket windows of the 1916 train station with a picture of the previously unrestored area.

After many years of fundraising and 
specialized restoration work to marble, 
plaster moldings, and terrazzo floors, 
the 1916 train station in Wilkinsburg is 
finished. 

“Today is a magnificent, magical day. 
Today, we celebrate the completion of 
the restoration of the Willkinsburg Train 
Station” said Tracey Evans, director of the 

Wilkinsburg Community Development 
Corporation.

State Rep. Ed Gainey, one of many 
dignitaries attending the ribbon cutting, 
delivered some impassioned remarks: “It’s 
more amazing...when a neighborhood 
shows that our shared values are stronger 
than our differences! And that we can 
come together to rebirth a neighborhood 

based on our ‘yesterday,’ by restoration of 
a building that represents transportation, 
represents connection, represents 
neighborhood....It lets us know that we can 
invest in the future of people....Today is a 
great day!”

Tenants for the newly renovated 
historic spaces are being finalized. Look for 
updates in The Wilkinsburg Sun.

Wilkinsburg’s Trick or Treat Hours Will Be 6-8 p.m. on Sunday, October 31.
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Sacred Spaces Virtual Tour

The Sacred Spaces Virtual Tour video, 
featuring five churches and their history 
and work in the community, debuted 
September 11 at Wilkinsburg’s Sacred 
Spaces event. 

The video will be available 
to the public soon. For more info, 
write Preservation Pittsburgh at 
sacredspacestour@gmail.com or visit www.
wilkinsburgsacredspaces.com

Hosanna House Hosts Celebrate 
Wilkinsburg Pop-Up Event Series

This fall, Hosanna House, Inc., 
(HHI) with funding support from 
Republic Services, launched a Celebrate 
Wilkinsburg Pop-Up Event Series that 
activates the former Penn Lincoln Hotel 
site. 

The first event held on September 11 
featured 20 local and minority-owned 
businesses, Nancy’s Revival Chili food 
truck, and a build-your-own planter box 
with Protohaven. 

Next in the series is Wilkinsburg 
Arts Festravaganza. Join the community 
on Saturday, Oct. 16, to celebrate local 
artists, craftspeople, and creatives for an 
afternoon of music, food, and fun. The 
event is from 1-4 p.m. at Penn Avenue and 
Center Street. 

Interested in tabling or performing? 
Wilkinsburg-based and resident vendors 
receive a discounted vendor fee. 
Interested vendors can apply at https://
hosannahouse.org. 

Contact Jenn Salmans at jennifers@
hosannahouse.org to learn more. 
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The Wilkinsburg Sun is a free, monthly community 
newsletter published by the volunteer Wilkinsburg 
Community Newsletter Board, with the support of 
the Wilkinsburg Borough, the Wilkinsburg School 
District, the Wilkinsburg Chamber of Commerce, 
and the Wilkinsburg Community Development 
Corporation. The Sun is printed by Knepper Press. 
Please submit all articles and calendar events to: 
editor@wilkinsburgsun.com, or by mail, P.O. Box 
86064, Wilkinsburg, PA 15221. Please submit articles 
5 weeks before publication and calendar events 
3 weeks before publication. To advertise, e-mail 
adsales@wilkinsburgsun.com, or call 412.680.1381. 
The Sun accepts submitted articles provided they 
are related to Wilkinsburg and are civic-minded. 
The Sun reserves the right to withhold articles from 
print. Please note that The Sun does not publish 
political or opinion pieces.

Sign up to receive The Sun 
by email at eepurl.com/v0iBP 
and friend us on Facebook.

Coughlen Named Executive Director 
of Milestone Centers

Partners For Quality, in conjunction 
with the Milestone Centers board 
of directors, announced that Jordan 
Coughlen has been named the executive 
director of Wilkinsburg-based Milestone 
Centers.

Coughlen brings years of experience 
in the human services sector, along with a 
track record of community involvement at 
a grass roots level. He begins his new role 
October 25.

Maggie Rothenberger, president 
and CEO of Partners For Quality, 
said, “Jordan is a proven leader with an 
impressive track record and a passion for 
people.”

Coughlen, originally from Orange 
County, Calif., has lived in Pittsburgh 
since 2016 and has earned master’s degrees 
in Public Health and Social Work from the 
University of Pittsburgh.

Summer Camp Report
Thanks to the Wilkinsburg 

Community Development Corporation’s 
(WCDC) micro grant program, Pittsburgh 
Urban Christian School (PUCS) and 
The Bible Chapel were able to offer a 
free 6-week summer enrichment camp 
to 20 youth, including 8 students from 
Wilkinsburg. 

Some of the students also participated 
in the morning math and literacy 
Summer Academy at PUCS, led by Ginger 

Thompkins, an educator with Pittsburgh 
Public Schools. 

Each of the participants showed 
academic growth. In fact, one first 
grader recognized less than 25% of the 
kindergarten sight words in her pre-
assessment, but by the end of the six weeks, 
she knew all of the kindergarten words and 
most of the first grade words. 

Clifton McGill, resident and member of Preservation 
Pittsburgh’s Religious Architectural Heritage committee, 
introduces the Sacred Spaces Virtual Tour video premiere.

A summer school student makes chocolate covered pretzels 
at The Bridge Café at The Bible Chapel.
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OCTOBER
Mon., 4 Infrastructure and Blight Committee, 6 p.m.
Tues.,  5 Planning Commission, 6:30 p.m.
Wed.,  6 Council Work Session, 7 p.m.
Mon.,  11 Finance, Budget and Capital, 5:30 p.m.
Mon.,  11 Shade Tree Commission, 6:30 p.m.
Wed.,  13 Business and Job Development, 7 p.m.
Thurs.,  14 Public Safety Committee, 9 a.m.
Thurs.,  14 Personnel, Policies , Procedures, 10 a.m.
Mon.,  18 Library Advisory Board, 6 p.m.
Wed.,  20 Council Legislative Meeting, 7 p.m.
Thurs.,  21 Parks & Rec Advisory, 5:30 p.m.
Mon.,  25 Joint Tax Committee, 5:30 p.m.
Mon.,  25 Special Events, Music, Art & Seniors, 6:30 p.m.

Borough Calendar

Meetings are scheduled for the Borough Building, but subject to change. 

Meet the New Code Enforcement Team

The Borough welcomed three new 
Code Enforcement Officers to the Code 
Enforcement Department in August and 
September.  The trio bring a diverse set of 

experience and skills to this vital role and 
will enable Code Director Jim Barca to 
further improve service to the Borough. 

The Wilkinsburg Code Department 

handles a broad portfolio of 
responsibilities.  In addition to ensuring 
that residential and commercial properties 
conform to zoning, graphics, health, 
sanitation, and safety regulations, the 
Code Department also handles tenant 
registration, occupancy permits, and 
matters related to zoning.

The department is a key player in the 
Borough’s efforts to combat blight.  This 
year the department helped the Borough 
secure a Community Development Block 
Grant of $101,753 and an Allegheny 
County Blight Removal Program grant of 
$136,940 to clear blighted properties from 
several neighborhoods. The department 
also processes applications to the Planning 
Commission and Joint Tax Committee. 

The department had been short-
handed in June and July due to the 
departures of three employees. Said Barca, 
“Each of the people who left were part of 
the borough for over five years. Two left 
to pursue other professional opportunities 
and one moved out of the state. But all the 
departures timed out to happen in a space 
of six weeks.  Borough Council moved 
quickly to approve the hiring of new staff, 
and I’m extremely pleased with the quality 
of people we were able to recruit.”

Prior to joining the Borough, Aaron 
Flook ran his own home inspection 
business since 2005, inspecting residential 
and commercial buildings throughout 
Allegheny County, including Wilkinsburg. 
Nawfel Bichiba previously worked 
for a private residential development 
company where his role was to assess and 
identify houses  that were candidates for 
rehabilitation and resale. Nawfel has a 
degree in mechanical engineering. Keith 
Marshman is a resident of Wilkinsburg 
and comes to the Borough by way of 
United Parcel Service, where he worked as 
a shift supervisor for over five years.  They 
join Terri Coles, department receptionist, 
and Barca to form a new team. 

The diverse skill sets of the new hires 
is no accident. Barca, who joined the 
Borough in November 2020, brought to 

New Code Enforcement officers joined by Jim Barca. From left to right: Keith Marshman, Aaron Flook, Barca, and 
Nawfel Bichiba.

continued on page 6
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WCDC Welcomes Newest 
Staffer, Moses Workman

When Moses became an employee 
at the WCDC in August of 2021 they 
gained an experienced, well-organized, 
caring and dedicated staff person. A 
lifelong Wilkinsburg resident and a former 
employee of the Borough, his desire is 
to help WCDC staff serve the residents 
and to achieve their mission of driving 
economic development.

A behind the scenes kind of guy, the 
office and communications manager brings 
over 17 years of experience in customer 
service and social media management to 
the position. 

He enjoys organizing events and 
helping people achieve their vision and 
says people can depend on him, know they 
will constantly get honesty and truth out 
of him, and that he will always get the job 
done.

Moses is married with two daughters.  
—Diane Daniels, DID & Associates

Train Station Ribbon Cutting
The Wilkinsburg CDC hosted the 

Wilkinsburg Train Station Ribbon Cutting 
event on September 24. (See p. 1.)

You can see the video that was 
originally livestreamed of the event on the 
WCDC Facebook Page (facebook.com/
WilkinsburgCDC).
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Wilkinsburg, there is a possibility you 
have often passed by 521 Penn Avenue 
not realizing its function and significance. 
Stanton Industrial Electric Supply, Inc., 
has been a staple in Wilkinsburg servicing 

the industrial, commercial and residential 
electrical markets throughout the region 
for nearly six decades. Conceptualized in 
the early 1950s from a dissolved business 
partnership in McKeesport, Stanton 
Electric was established in Braddock 
with a customer base of mostly industrial 
businesses, people that worked for industrial 
style contractors and maintenance of 
buildings, as well as companies that serviced 
the steel mill industry.

In need of a larger space, a 10,000 
square foot facility was built on Rebecca 
Avenue in the 1960s. In 1972, the business 
relocated to its current location.

Founded by John Stanton II and 
now in its third generation, the business 
is operated by his son John Stanton III 
and grandson John IV who maintain the 
original commitment to their customers: To 
strive for exceptional customer service. 

“We go above and beyond the ‘big 
box’ and large distributors, providing what 
you need, when you need it,” pointed 
out John III. His son indicated that their 
standard of service has enabled them to 
maintain relationships with many of their 

Electric Supply, Hidden Jewel
customers and suppliers from the early 
years—businesses like Turner Dairy, family 
operated by the fourth and fifth generation, 
Lamagna Cheese, also a multi-generational 
family business, and the Bettis Automatic 
Power Laboratory in West Mifflin. John III 

remembers making deliveries 
at age 16 in 1960.

Services provided from 
their 80,000 square foot 
warehouse include problem 
solving, providing switches, 
electrical control applications, 
lighting layout, design and 
fixture selection, advice 
on equipment retrofit and 
upgrades, engraving of legend 
plates, rewiring of lamps and 
providing assistance with 
energy management solutions. 

With their network of 
suppliers, neatly arranged 
inventory, and years of 
expertise, the Stantons have 

the capability to provide hard-to-find parts 
and products quickly and at reasonable 
rates.

John III acquired his bachelor of arts 

John Stanton IV, the third generation of Stanton Industrial Electric Supply Inc. 
stands with his dad John III

continued on page 6
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By Kelly Hanna—Public Relations Officer for Wilkinsburg School District

OCTOBER
Mon. 18 Finance Committee, 5:30 p.m.
Tues. 19 Board Planning, 7 p.m. 
Wed. 20 Early Dismissal, 12:45 p.m.
Tues. 26 Board Legislative, 7 p.m.

School Calendar

After-School Program to be Introduced
As we reimagine our school district, 

it is more important than ever to work 
very closely with community partners 
and concentrate on the needs of our 
families and students. With so many 
parents working late hours, the school 
district recognizes the need for after-school 
programming so that parents have access 
to care that includes a strong academic 
component. Moreover, the after-school 
program can support any learning loss that 
may have occurred during the pandemic.

Our partners are long-standing; two 
of which are the Neighborhood Learning 
Alliance and the Pennsylvania 21st Century 
Community Learning Centers. As a 
nonprofit organization, The Neighborhood 
Learning Alliance strives to improve the 
education and opportunities of families 
who reside in Allegheny County through 
strategic partnerships with the community 
and faith-based organizations. They 
concentrate on programming for students 
from kindergarten through high school with 
a heavy concentration on supplementary 
learning as well as higher education.

21st Century Community Learning 
Centers is a competitive grant, funded 
through federal provisions to establish 
community learning centers that 
supplement learning with academic 
curriculum. There is also an emphasis 
on artistic and cultural development for 
students and their families. Students must 
use the centers during non-school hours or 
when school is not in session. The centers 
help students meet state and local standards 
in core academic subjects to supplement 
learning while not in school. Literacy 
programs are also offered to families and 
students.

Our after-school program will be 
housed at Kelly Primary and Turner 
Intermediate for Kindergarten through 
6th grade. It is free to all families in the 
Borough. After-School care will be open 
from 3:30-6:30 p.m. on Monday thru 
Thursday during the school year. Both 
centers will be staffed by school district 

teachers and staff. Additionally, if a student 
takes a bus to and from school during 
school hours, then busing will be provided 
at 6:30 p.m. Students will receive nutritious 
meals, help with homework, extra support 
with math and reading—in addition to lots 
of arts and crafts, games, and playtime.

Children who attend will have the 
opportunity to be a part of Odyssey of the 
Mind. This extra-curricular activity helps 
students become natural problem-solvers. 
Students learn and combine problems with 
their interests and passions and solve open-
ended problems. The program emphasizes 
teamwork, budgeting, time management, 
public speaking, and acting. Students can 
compete on a local level with school teams 
in March. Teams that advance compete on 
a state and national 
level. If students 
do not attend the 
after-school program 
regularly, they are 
welcome to attend on 
days that Odyssey of 
the Mind is offered. 
That schedule will be 
sent home to families 
in October.

“The Odyssey of 
the Mind program 
is something I am 
passionate about 
bringing to the 
Wilkinsburg School 
District students. 
I have witnessed 
students from other 
districts truly grow 
and learn things 
that expanded 
their capacity to 
be solution-based 
learners”, said Interim 
Superintendent Dr. 
Joe Maluchnik. “It 
is awe-inspiring to 
witness the twinkle 
in a students’ eyes 

when they have an “ah-ha” moment,” stated 
Maluchnik. “It supports our 3C initiative to 
have students collaborate, think critically, 
and be creative.”

For more information on the after-
school program, contact your building 
secretary for an application, or contact 
Director of Curriculum Summer Pendro at 
PendroS@WilkinsburgSchools.org.
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A Pre-K Aide reads to one 
of the students at Pittsburgh 
Urban Christian School.

degree in cultural anthropology, which 
provided him good lessons on how people 
think and why they do what they do.

“Dad is our community relations 
person,” outlined John IV. He has been 
involved with the Wilkinsburg Rotary Club 
since 1976, considering it a passion, and is 
a member of the Wilkinsburg Chamber of 
Commerce and the National Association of 
Electrical Distributors.

Like his dad, John IV has worked in the 
business since high school. While attending 
Penn State, he also learned the business 
from the staff and the manufacturers. “A lot 
of my engineering background came from 
on-the-job training—from manufacturers 
taking the chance on me immersing myself 
in their projects.” 

Today he says he keeps his nose to the 
grindstone with the technology side of the 
business and maintaining incoming orders, 
while taking care of everday operations.

With a staff of eight, both Johns note 

Pittsburgh 
Urban Christian 
School (PUCS) 
announced the 
addition of one 
more Pre-K class 
for the 2021-22 
school year, made 
possible through 
the PA Department 
of Education’s Pre-K 
Counts program.  

“At PUCS, we want to not only be a 
resident in the neighborhood, but a resource 
for the people in the community.” said 
PUCS Executive Director Jonathan Ray.

PUCS will have 12 full-day and 6 
half-day slots to serve eligible children 3-5 
years old. For the Pre-K Counts program, 
eligibility specifies families earning up to 
300% of the federal income poverty level. 

—Ellen Dawson

the job years of experience in building 
trades, real estate development, and public 
safety. From the start, Jim has focused on a 
solutions-oriented approach to the needs of 
residents and businesses.

Said Barca, “I’m excited about the 
diverse experience that our new code 
officers bring to the job. The mission of 
the department is to enforce the code, but 
also to support residents, businesses, and 
people interested in buying or developing 
property in the Borough. The Code 
Department is a service organization, and 
our new officers are committed to that 
service-oriented approach.”

STANTON ELECTRIC, continued from page 4 that small business owners need to know 
all aspects of one’s business. They advise 
entrepreneurs to know what they are good 
at and not to overextend themselves. 

Stanton services their customers 
Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.  

—Diane I. Daniels, DID & Associates

CODE DEPARTMENT, continued from page 3

PUCS Offers New Pre-K Class
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wilkinsburgchamber.com

The Wilkinsburg Thursday Market is  
MOVING…
We are excited to announce the partnership between the 
Wilkinsburg Thursday Market and the Borough’s Art in the 
Park for the 2020 season.  
Beginning June 4th through August 27th, the Market will be 
open every Thursday at the “Parklet on Penn Avenue” from 
4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. with music and activities with Art in the 
Park scheduled from 6:30 – 8:30 p.m.  The Market’s focus will 
be on fresh food and healthy habits. 
More information on our vendors and activities to come.   
Interested in being involved in the Market? 

Email info@wilkinsburgchamber.com

 WILKINSBURG PROUD 
There are many ways to demonstrate pride in our community 
– buy from local business, volunteer to help at community 
events, support community organizations and keep our 
streets clean and litter free. 
The Wilkinsburg Chamber of Commerce believes that if 
it is good for the community it is good for business.  The 
Chamber will launch a new initiative, Wilkinsburg Proud, with 
support from UPMC, Nine Mile Run Watershed Association 
and Pennwood Paint & Supply Company, to show our 
community pride by keeping our business district clean. 
The first phase will begin with a clean-up of the 700 block of 
Penn Avenue in May and, with additional support, continue 
through the summer of 2020. 
Volunteer for Wilkinsburg Proud!  

Contact info@wilkinsburgchamber.com
 

UPCOMING EVENTS
Saturday, April 11  •  9:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.    
Nine Mile Run Spring Stream Sweep

Saturday, April 11  •  11:00 am - 2:00 p.m. 
Shred-It Event & Facility Tours Guardian Storage  
Brinton Rd. 

Thursday, April 16  •  8:00 - 9:00 a.m.  
Chamber Board of Directors Meeting, 900 Wood St.

Saturday, April 18  •  Noon - 3:00 p.m.  
Garden Dreams Community Open House  
806 Holland Ave.

Tuesday, April 28  •  5:00 - 7:00 p.m.  
Wilkinsburg After Hours  
Wilkinsburg Borough Building

JOIN THE CHAMBER. BE INVOLVED. 
MAKE A DIFFERENCE.
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Lovett Sundries Has Moved To Penn Avenue
Lovett Sundries, a family company working out of 

Wilkinsburg, has moved from their production studio 
on South Avenue to the former Radcliffe Building at 
761 Penn Avenue. Lovett’s features a line of handcrafted 
soaps, grooming, and cleaning products that are carefully 

measured, mixed, and packaged by their own hands. They know that the ingredients, containers, and packaging 
they use make a big impact on the world.  For now, all their products can be ordered online at Lovettsundries.
com but the new brick and mortar storefront will be opening soon! 

Welcome To The Community!
BB&BUR Pastry Kitchen specializes in celebration, custom and wedding cakes, 

cookies, custom miniature pastries and all sorts of breakfast pastries. Owners Ben 
Fine and Will Marrow believe baked goods should be made from scratch and served 
fresh. Stop by 317 South Trenton for great pastries and coffee.

Stone + Sparrow is a small-batch ceramics studio-storefront on Trenton Avenue. 
They forge handmade and wheel-thrown goods with a focus on minimalism and 
functionality 
with 
modern and 
Scandinavian 
design aesthetics.  
Stone + Sparrow 
is scheduled to 
open for retail 
sales in mid-
October. Until 
then you can 
shop for their 

products at www.stoneandsparrow.studio/shop. 

Savor the Last Days of the 
Wilkinsburg Thursday Market

Thursday, October 14 is the last day 
of the 2021 Market season. 

Stop by for fresh locally grown 
produce and unique products from local 
vendors. 

W
I L

K I N S B URG

T H U R S D A Y  M A R K E T

Stone + Sparrow

BB&BUR

1789 S. Braddock Ave.
Suite 410
Pittsburgh 15218

metrofamilypratice.org
412.247.2310

WHOLE People. ALL People.
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A new rain garden will be introduced 
to the community on Tuesday, October 12, 
4 p.m. at Hill and Swissvale Avenues in 
Wilkinburg at a ribbon cutting ceremony. 
All are invited to attend. 

The site was chosen after a Nine Mile 
Run environmental equity study showed 
it to be a location that suffers from both 
environmental injustices and inequities, 
according to Michael Hiller, assistant 
director of UpstreamPGH. 

“It was also highlighted as part of 
a watershed-wide hydrology study we 
completed a couple of years ago,” Hiller 
explained. “So this space allows us to 
achieve our mission by working in areas 
most in need of intervention while also 
capturing lots of stormwater through our 
nature-based solutions.’

During UpstreamPGH’s planning, 
they identified several Borough-owned 
properties at the intersection. They then 
worked with the Borough Council to 
turn the vacant lots into a community 
greenspace. 

“When the site is fully grown it will be 
a beautiful wildflower pollinator meadow 
that doubles as alternative stormwater 
infrastructure,” explained Hiller. “This 
will be a space where the community can 
gather and interact with nature.” 

This site is designed to capture 
hundreds of thousands of gallons of 
stormwater each year, removing sewer 
overflows from Nine Mile Run. 

Hiller said that it will also increase the 
biodiversity of the neighborhood through 
the plants and trees, providing habitat for 
birds, bees, and butterflies.  

Upstream Pgh said that they will 
maintain the rain garden. They will also 
have a long-term partnership with the 
Borough Department of Public Works to 
train them how to maintain it and other 
spaces like it.  

“This is a public site as the space 
is Borough-owned, and we encourage 
residents to visit the site often and watch 
as the changing seasons bring different 

Hiring!
We’re 

7516 Meade Street • Pittsburgh, PA 15208
www.eastendfood.coop • 412.242.3598

Good people.  Good people.  
Good people.  

Good food.  Good food.  
Good food.  

Good benefits.  Good benefits.  
Good benefits.  

flowers to bloom,” said Hiller. “We hope 
to add signage next year to educate users 
about the function of the site.” 

He further explained that this is just 
the first phase of the project. The plan is to 
extend the gardens across Taft Way where 
there are two more Borough-owned vacant 
lots. UpstreamPGH is actively fundraising 
for Phase II of the project. 

Hiller added, “We want to thank the 
Heinz Endowments and Richard King 
Mellon Foundation for funding this 
project, as it wouldn’t have been possible 
without them.”

The beginnings of a new rain garden at Swissvale and Hill Avenues will capture hundreds of thousand of gallons of 
stormwater each year, keeping it from overflowing sewers in this Wilkinsburg watershed.

New Rain Garden Project Promises Many Good Things


