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Citizens Celebrate Lincoln’s Return

Saturday, July 24, was a momentous day as the new bronze Lincoln statue was unveiled and dedicated at the intersection of Penn Avenue 
and Ardmore Boulevard (Lincoln Highway). Over 75 people were entertained by talented singers, musicians, speeches and the presentation of 
the bronze Lincoln. 

ABOVE LEFT: Master of Ceremonies Andrew Stockey, anchor and sports director from neighboring WTAE Channel 4. Stockey is standing 
with Susan Wagner, the artist/sculptor who created the bronze Lincoln statue. Wagner’s artistic works are well known all over Pittsburgh and 
beyond. She sculpted Clemente, Stargell and Mazeroski at PNC park, Dr. Starzl at the Pitt Campus, Fallen Officer memorial on the North 
Shore, as well as numerous bas relief bronze for the Baseball Hall of Fame in Cooperstown, N.Y.

ABOVE RIGHT: Opera singer Chantal Braziel singing Lift Every Voice and Sing. In the background is Jonathan Ray, executive director 
of Pittsburgh Urban Christian School, whose speech “Free to be Great” was inspirational. “Abraham Lincoln,” aka Kevin Santillo, in the 
background, made several guest appearances to comment on the festivities. Other speakers included TribLIVE journalist Paul Guggenheimer 
who gave a stirring reading of the Emancipation Proclamation and its unprecedented significance. Keynote speaker David Wiegers  is one 
of America’s best-known authorities on Abraham Lincoln. He gave a memorable speech, “At a Crossroads.” 

BOTTOM RIGHT: Wilkinsburg Historical Society President Anne Elise Morris officially presented the Lincoln statue, entitled Forever Free, 
to the people of Wilkinsburg, past, present and future. Additionally, she thanked the donors, individuals, organizations and businesses who 
contributed. Her grandson Eli Douglass unveiled the bronze plaque that accompanies the statue.
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Sacred Spaces and Virtual Tour
The Annual Sacred Spaces and 

Community Day is planned for September 
11. This is a 
free arts, music, 
dance and 
cultural outdoor 
community event 
from Noon–7 p.m. 
at 710 Mulberry 
Street and adjacent 
outdoor spaces.

It will feature 
Office of Public 

Art’s Environment, Health, and Public Art 
Initiative: 

• Artist-led Activities: Ginger Brooks 
Takahashi, guided tour of Nine Mile Run 
Viewfinder

• Aaron Henderson, projection of 
Project Mon Valley

• Mary Tremonte, silk screening and 
zine distribution, “Dirt is Beautiful”

• Shana Simmons dance performance 
• Liz McBride & Friends 
• Selecta DJ. 
• Outside Eliza alternative/indie band 
• Chris Harding and his band
Presented by: Preservation Pittsburgh, 

Center for Civic Arts, Wilkinsburg 
Historical Society, and Wilkinsburg 
Community Ministries. Covid restrictions 
will apply. Sponsored by: Neighborhood 
Allies. Info: civicarts211@gmail.com.

WPSD’s Annual Block Party 
Mark your calendars for the afternoon 

of Saturday, September 25. The Western 
Pennsylvania School for the Deaf (WPSD) 
will host its annual Community Block 
Party from 1-4 p.m.  The party is free and 
open to the public. It takes place on the 
WPSD campus at the corner of Walnut 
Street and Swissvale Avenue in Edgewood.

 Fun for the whole family includes 
games and activities for the kids, a petting 
zoo, food, and more. This event is an 
opportunity for local communities to 
come together and continue to strengthen 
relationships with one another. 

Free vendor space is available to local 
businesses and organizations. For more 
information about the Block Party or 
obtaining vendor space, please contact 

editor@wilkinsburgsun.com
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The Wilkinsburg Sun is a free, monthly community 
newsletter published by the volunteer Wilkinsburg 
Community Newsletter Board, with the support of 
the Wilkinsburg Borough, the Wilkinsburg School 
District, the Wilkinsburg Chamber of Commerce, 
and the Wilkinsburg Community Development 
Corporation. The Sun is printed by Knepper Press. 
Please submit all articles and calendar events to: 
editor@wilkinsburgsun.com, or by mail, P.O. Box 
86064, Wilkinsburg, PA 15221. Please submit articles 
5 weeks before publication and calendar events 
3 weeks before publication. To advertise, e-mail 
adsales@wilkinsburgsun.com, or call 412.680.1381. 
The Sun accepts submitted articles provided they 
are related to Wilkinsburg and are civic-minded. 
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print. Please note that The Sun does not publish 
political or opinion pieces.

Sign up to receive The Sun 
by email at eepurl.com/v0iBP 
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Sarah Bartlebaugh at 412.244.4207 or 
sbartlebaugh@wpsd.org.

Artist Kelly Malone at Lohr Gallery
The WCDC is partnering with Casey 

Droege Cultural Productions to showcase 
Wilkinsburg artists across four exhibitions 
over the course of a year. The series is 
kicking off with artist Kelly Malone, who 
also runs Workshop PGH. Kelly will be 
opening up a new location at 700 South 
Trenton Ave in Wilkinsburg this fall. The 
store will feature homegoods, furniture, 
plants, art and gifts. 

Kelly’s work will be displayed at the 
WCDC’s Lohr Gallery Space, 725 Wood 
Street, August 28-October 15 from 12-5 
p.m. on Saturdays. A virtual artist talk will 
take place on September 1 at 6 p.m. and a 

free in-person community workshop with 
the artist on September 25. Check out 
https://wilkinsburgcdc.org/artallover/ for 
more information on how to sign up for 
these free events.

DPW Crews Cited for Service
The Borough commended the team at 
the Department of Public Works for their 
outstanding and vital service this summer, 
as several severe storms rolled through 
Wilkinsburg, causing significant damage 
throughout the community. This summer 

reminded us that DPW is ready to respond 
to severe weather in any season.

The storm on July 7 was particularly 
destructive. The DPW crew was on duty 
throughout the storms and in the weeks 
after, clearing catch basins and inlets to 
prevent local flooding, removing fallen and 
broken trees and branches, and responding 
to emergency calls. The Borough extends 
its gratitude to the Wilkinsburg residents 
who serve their community as members of 
the DPW team. 

Kelly Malone, Wilkinsburg artist, owner of Workshop PGH.
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SEPTEMBER
Wed.,  1 Council Work Session, 7 p.m.
Tues.,  7 Infrastructure and Blight Committee, 6 p.m.
Tues.,  7 Planning Commission, 6:30 p.m.
Wed.,  8 Business and Job Development, 7 p.m.
Thurs.,  9 Public Safety Committee, 9 a.m.
Thurs.,  9 Personnel, Policies , Procedures, 10 a.m.
Mon.,  13 Finance, Budget and Capital, 5:30 p.m.
Mon.,  13 Shade Tree Commission, 6:30 p.m.
Wed.,  15 Council Legislative Meeting, 7 p.m.
Thurs.,  16 Parks & Rec Advisory, 5:30 p.m.
Mon.,  20 Joint Tax Committee, 5:30 p.m.
Mon.,  20 Library Advisory Board, 6 p.m.
Mon.,  27 Spec. Ev., Music, Art/Seniors, 6:30 p.m.
Wed.,  29 Administrative Council Meetings, 6 p.m.

Borough Calendar

Meetings are scheduled for the Borough Building, but subject to change. 

Zip Line and Slides Coming to Hunter Park
New amusements are coming to 

Hunter Park this month.  Starting in mid-
September the Borough will be installing 
new slides and a LiveWire zip line ride, as 
part of planned updates to the park.  

Common on playgrounds in Europe, 
Asia, and Canada, zip lines are an 
innovative and popular addition to an 
increasing number of playgrounds in the 
United States. When many people first 
hear about a zip line in Hunter Park, 
they imagine people soaring amidst the 
tree tops. Rest assured, the LiveWire zip 
line is at ground level and on a gentle 
slope, providing an active, fun, and safe 
experience. The system design is compliant 
with playground safety guidelines and 

regulations. Similar units have been 
installed recently in Wilkins Township and 
Murrysville and have proved popular with 
children in those communities. A video 
of the zip line in action can be seen here: 
https://youtu.be/EM2N3Chs0XE 

The zip line will be installed in 
the south end of the park, running 
west to east from Coal St. to Hunter 
St. The new slides will be installed on 
the southwestern edge of the park, on 
the slope that connects the parking 
lot to the playground.  

Purchase and installation of the 
new equipment is funded through 
a grant from the Allegheny County 
Economic Development, Community 

Infrastructure, and 
Tourism Fund. 

The equipment is 
designed and manufactured 
by Playworld, based in 
Lewisburg, Pa., and will 
be installed by Jeffrey 
Associates of Indianola, 
Pa. Jeffrey, a family -owned 
company specializing in 
recreation, parks, and 
physical education since 
1977, has also served as a 

consultant on the purchases. 
The new amusements were scheduled 

to be installed in mid-July, but a fire 
at Playworld’s factory in Pennsylvania 
temporarily shut down production at 

the facility and delayed delivery of the 
slides and zip line until early September.  
“The original plans were to have the 
amusements installed and ready for kids 
to enjoy during the summer, but the fire 
prevented that,” said Borough Manager 
John Antinori. “Fortunately, Playworld is 
back up and running, and kids will be able 
to enjoy the slides and zip lines after school 
and on the weekends starting this fall.” 

Borough engineering firm Herbert, 
Rowland, and Grubic performed the 
surveying and engineering work.  The 
Borough Department of Public Works—
using the new backhoe purchased 
earlier this year—will begin grading and 
site preparation in early September.  
Installation will occur over two weeks, 
once the equipment has been delivered 
and inspected.

Did You Know...
There are many fun things to do 

in Harold Young Sr. Parklet? It’s in the 
heart of the business district at 739 Penn 
Ave.  

Check the Wilkinsburg Borough 
website for info on weekly Farmer 
Markets, Saturday Concerts and other 
fun activities throughout the year.

—Wilkinsburg Borough Council
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Urgent care services, general medical 
exams, pediatric well visits, Pap smears, 
pregnancy testing, STD testing and 
treatment, urine drug screenings, and 
driver’s license physicals are just a few 
medical services provided by Allied 
Community Health and Laboratory 
Services. With the surge of Coronavirus, 
accessible, affordable, quality healthcare 
has become a priority for many.

Since February, the clinic has been 
providing medical and wellness services 
to the public and assisting people in 
achieving their individualized and family 
health care goals. “We are committed to 
maintaining our clinic as a reliable, safe 
space for all to receive the most superior 
level of healthcare and laboratory services,” 
confirmed Cecia Powell, owner  and 
administrator of the Wilkinsburg site. 

The space located on the first floor 
of the Mitchell P. Harmon Professional 
Center at 224 Penn Avenue also serves as a 
laboratory testing facility with a pharmacy 
and a medical training center.

Often undertaking community 
outreach efforts such as walking the 
streets of Wilkinsburg distributing 
flyers, conducting Sunday giveaways of 
personal hygiene products, and hosting 

community health fairs, Powell and her 
team are determined to serve people of 
all races, color, religion, national origin, 
age, sexual orientation, gender identity 
or expression, or disability. They accept 
all insurances and, with proof of income, 
payment plans are available. Aware that 
roughly 60,000 people within Allegheny 
County are reported as uninsured, Allied 
Community Health (ACH) also has a focus 
on providing for the uninsured. 

At a young age, Powell developed a 
passion for people and the urge to help 
others in her work. Her initial career 
interest was criminal justice, but eventually 
her penchant for science kicked in. “I 
was always into things like forensics and 
that’s how the laboratory fascination 
came about.” Her educational background 
includes healthcare administration, 
medical billing, human resource 
management and phlebotomy. Following 
regulations and state mandates to operate 
a lab, she engages in ongoing education in 
microbiology, biology, and hematology.

ACH will soon open a health care 
facility in New Castle and is collaborating 
to expand into Penn Hills. Training classes 
are scheduled for a phlebotomy diploma 
program and to assist those looking to 
start a home care agency. Plans are also 
underway for a non-profit program for 
serving the uninsured and underinsured.

Other members of the ACH team 
include Dr. William Simmons and Nurse 
Practitioner Kami Wast. Open Monday 
through Saturday, the trio urges those in 
need of a health provider, an established 
routine care plan, vaccinations, or blood 
work to call 412-368-2817 and set up a visit.      

—Diane I. Daniels, DID & Associates

Business Planning 
Program—Fall Dates

The WCDC’s small business 
workshop series, Core Four is set to 
take place Wednesday evenings 6 
p.m.–9 p.m., September 29 through 
November 17. The series provides 
an extensive overview of the core 
components of business planning, 
including research, marketing, 
accounting, and cash flow. Join the 
more than 125 entrepreneurs who 
have graduated from the program 
since its pilot in 2015. To register, call 
412.727.7855 or email Gordon Manker 
at gordon@wilkinsburgcdc.org.

Upcoming Vacant Property 
Meetings

Should that block of vacant 
houses be preserved or used for 
future new construction? Is there an 
area lacking green space for gardens 
or recreation? Join the WCDC and 
share your thoughts on the unique 
strengths, weaknesses, characteristics 
and opportunities and potential threats 
facing your neighborhood. The vision, 
goals and strategies discussed for each 
neighborhood will be compiled into a 
Vacant Property Re-Use Plan for all of 
Wilkinsburg.

All meetings are 5:30-7 p.m. 
Locations are listed on the website 
where you can register: wilkinsburgcdc.
org/strong-neighborhoods-committee/ 
or you can call the office at 
412.727.7855 for more information.

ACH: In Business of Healing and Teaching

Cecia Powell, owner and administrator of ACH.
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By Kelly Hanna—Public Relations Officer for Wilkinsburg School District

SEPTEMBER
Mon. 6 LABOR DAY—School Closed
Mon. 20 Finance Committee, 5:30 p.m. 
Tues. 21 Board Planning Session, 7 p.m.
Tues. 28 Board Legislative Session, 7 p.m.

School Calendar

Our Students Say “HOLA!” to a New School Year
As we reimagine our school district, the Wilkinsburg Board 

and Administration are committed to bringing new learning 
concepts to our students. The district has hired two exceptional 
teachers to teach Spanish for all students in Pre-K through 6th 
grade. 

The Spanish program is an innovative and important step for 
the district to ensure our students’ continued success and growth. 
Teaching Spanish will change how students think and learn. It will 
also introduce them to new cultures and expose them to diverse 

concepts from other nationalities.
The district made the informed decision to introduce 

Spanish to our students as it is the official language in 20 
countries. Community activities are being planned during the 
2021-22 school year that will help families learn more about the 
Spanish culture.

“It is an exciting time in our district as we immerse our 
students in learning a new language and provide them with the 
tools they need to seek out the similarities and differences in 
cultures around the world,” said Board President Ed Donovan.

The Spanish program offers a strong foundation that 
students can take to Westinghouse or other Pittsburgh 
Public School magnet high schools and helps them establish 
connections with the world around them. In the long term, if 
students choose to continue learning the language throughout 
their educational lives, they will have skills that make them more 
marketable in the career of their choosing.
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UpstreamPgh (formerly the Nine Mile 
Run Watershed Association) is hosting a  
celebration of all they have achieved over 
the last 20 years. You can join them for 
the festivities on Sunday, September 19, 
from 3–7 p.m., at the Frick Environmental 
Center. Tickets are $40 each, and can 
be purchased at UpstreamPgh.org/take-
action/events/

UpstreamPgh was founded in 2001, 
and has been restoring and protecting our 
watershed ecosystem ever since. Over the 
years they have become a leading regional 
voice for environmental justice, clean 
water accessible for all, and sustainable 
approaches to stormwater management. 
For an example, check out the rain garden 
project now in process at the corner of 
Swissvale and Hill Avenues. Excessive 
stormwater runoff is the source of many of 
the water quality and flooding problems in 
and around our area. 

UpstreamPgh Board of Directors 

CELEBRATE OUR PARK WITH
FREE ACTIVITIES INCLUDING:
Bike Races & Tours  Adventure Hikes   
Kids’ Activities  Live Music   Food + 

m
or

e

WHEN: 
October 17, 2021

WHERE:
Riverview Park

Join Us for
Save the Date

RPDay!

recently announced a planned succession 
process. Executive Director Brenda Lynn 
Smith will depart at the end of December 
after having led the organization for 14 
years. A new executive director will be 
appointed by November 30 to lead the 
organization through its next phase of 
growth.

“During Brenda’s tenure as Executive 
Director, she has not only led in 
stewarding the Nine Mile Run stream 
restoration and improving the watershed’s 
water quality, but also expanded the 
impact of what UpstreamPgh could 
achieve. Leading the organization’s efforts 
in advocacy, education, and outreach 
within the community and working 
towards environmental justice has 
underlined the absolute necessity of clean 
water for all,” said Heather Dodson, board 
president.”

Under Smith’s leadership, 
UpstreamPgh has:

• Completed 
the grant-funded 
Rain Barrel 
Initiative, which 
installed 1,500 
high-capacity rain 
barrels in the 
watershed between 
2004 and 2011;

• Planted 
over 900 street 
and park trees in 
the watershed, 
including 500 
between 2010 
and 2013 as the 

primary contractor for the Wilkinsburg 
TreeVitalize Project. Care was also 
provided for these trees, resulting in a 
higher-than-average survival rate;

• Established the StormWorks fee-
for-service program in 2011 to provide 
sustainable stormwater management 
solutions to property owners throughout 
Allegheny County while generating a 
stream of revenue for the organization;

• As a founding member of the Clean 
Rivers Campaign in 2011, advocated for 
a more sustainable approach to reducing 
sewer overflows in the region, resulting 
in $100 million for source reduction and 
green infrastructure being included in the 
Consent Decree signed by ALCOSAN in 
2019;

• Advocated for and won the creation 
of customer assistance programs at both 
ALCOSAN and PWSA, a moratorium on 
winter water shutoffs at PWSA, and the 
creation of a  full lead-line replacement 
program at PWSA at no cost to the 
homeowner;

• Demonstrated the effectiveness of 
large-scale green stormwater infrastructure 
through the Rosedale Runoff Reduction 
Program and related projects;

All these activities combined have 
contributed to UpstreamPgh’s emergence 
as a leader in the critical local, regional, 
and national conversations about 
sustainable stormwater management and 
urban environmental restoration.

Post-departure, Ms. Smith plans to do 
project management on a contracted basis, 
as well as pursue a long-standing interest in 
voice-over work.

UpstreamPgh Celebrates 20th Anniversary and Announces Departure of Executive Director
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WHOLE People. ALL People.

www.wilkinsburgchamber.com

Chamber of Commerce

900 Wood Street, 2nd Floor • Wilkinsburg, PA 15221  
412.242.0234 • info@wilkinsburgchamber.com 

wilkinsburgchamber.com

The Wilkinsburg Thursday Market is  
MOVING…
We are excited to announce the partnership between the 
Wilkinsburg Thursday Market and the Borough’s Art in the 
Park for the 2020 season.  
Beginning June 4th through August 27th, the Market will be 
open every Thursday at the “Parklet on Penn Avenue” from 
4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. with music and activities with Art in the 
Park scheduled from 6:30 – 8:30 p.m.  The Market’s focus will 
be on fresh food and healthy habits. 
More information on our vendors and activities to come.   
Interested in being involved in the Market? 

Email info@wilkinsburgchamber.com

 WILKINSBURG PROUD 
There are many ways to demonstrate pride in our community 
– buy from local business, volunteer to help at community 
events, support community organizations and keep our 
streets clean and litter free. 
The Wilkinsburg Chamber of Commerce believes that if 
it is good for the community it is good for business.  The 
Chamber will launch a new initiative, Wilkinsburg Proud, with 
support from UPMC, Nine Mile Run Watershed Association 
and Pennwood Paint & Supply Company, to show our 
community pride by keeping our business district clean. 
The first phase will begin with a clean-up of the 700 block of 
Penn Avenue in May and, with additional support, continue 
through the summer of 2020. 
Volunteer for Wilkinsburg Proud!  

Contact info@wilkinsburgchamber.com
 

UPCOMING EVENTS
Saturday, April 11  •  9:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.    
Nine Mile Run Spring Stream Sweep

Saturday, April 11  •  11:00 am - 2:00 p.m. 
Shred-It Event & Facility Tours Guardian Storage  
Brinton Rd. 

Thursday, April 16  •  8:00 - 9:00 a.m.  
Chamber Board of Directors Meeting, 900 Wood St.

Saturday, April 18  •  Noon - 3:00 p.m.  
Garden Dreams Community Open House  
806 Holland Ave.

Tuesday, April 28  •  5:00 - 7:00 p.m.  
Wilkinsburg After Hours  
Wilkinsburg Borough Building

JOIN THE CHAMBER. BE INVOLVED. 
MAKE A DIFFERENCE.

900 Wood Street, 2nd Floor • Wilkinsburg, PA 15221  
412.242.0234 • info@wilkinsburgchamber.com 
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The Wilkinsburg Public Library announced that its Eastridge Branch (1900 
Graham Boulevard) reopened on August 18. The new hours of operation are 
Wednesdays and Saturdays 11 a.m.–5 p.m. The library staff would like to thank 
the community for being so patient and understanding while they have worked to 
safely reopen this space.

The main library’s fall programming for children is as follows:

Saturday Morning Family Fun—Third Saturday of every month, September 
through December, 10 a.m.-11 a.m. in the children’s library

Family Storytime—Wednesdays at 10:30 a.m. in children’s library and 
streaming on Facebook and YouTube.

Eureka! After School Science Club—Fridays from 3:30 
p.m.–4:30 p.m. for 4th graders and up.

Don’t forget to stop by the adult library and pick up your 
free takeaway! September’s takeaway is “Spice of the Month: 
Chinese Five Spice.”

Find the latest events by visiting wilkinsburglibrary.org/
calendar. For more information, call 412.244.2940 (main 

branch) or 412.342.0056 (Eastridge). Email for both locations is wilkinsburghelp@
gmail.com.

Library News and September’s Free Takeaway

“Love Your Library” month is here!

All donations made to your Wilkinsburg Public 

Library will be matched in September.

You can donate online at wilkinsburglibrary.org/

donate. Or you can mail a check or deliver it in 

person.


