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Community Celebrates New Stormwater Infrastructure

Community gathers for ribbon cutting ceremony of new raingarden that will benefit all.

New sign at 761 Penn Avenue as Lovett Sundries moves to the old 
Radcliffe building, creates special “SUN” moment. #goodallover

On October 12, members of the 
community gathered at the corner of 
Swissvale and Hill Avenues for a ribbon 
cutting celebrating the completion of the 
newest green stormwater infrastructure 
project from UpstreamPgh (formerly the 
Nine Mile Run Watershed Association). 
The facility is located on three vacant lots 
owned by the Borough of Wilkinsburg. It 
is designed to capture a significant amount 
of the water running down Hill Avenue 
during rainstorms. The engineers who 
helped Upstream to design the facility 
project that it will be able to capture up to 
750,000 gallons of stormwater every year. 

But, to confirm this number, 
Upstream staff and consultants recently 

57th Annual 
Wilkinsburg 

Gives Thanks
The Chamber of Commerce regrets 

that for the second year in a row due to 
Covid-19 concerns, they will not hold 
the annual Wilkinsburg Give Thanks 
breakfast. Although we cannot gather 

together, we can still continue the 
tradition of counting our blessings and 

giving back to the community. 

continued on page 6
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Video Tour Available Soon
A video highlighting 

Wilkinsburg churches will 
be available for all soon on 
wilkinsburgsacredspaces.com.

The Wilkinsburg Sacred Spaces 
Tour was started to highlight the 
amazing architecture and history 
of Wilkinsburg’s churches. Because 
of Covid-19, this year’s tour went 
virtual. Thanks to a Love My 
Neighbor grant from Neighborhood Allies, 
a documentary featuring six Wilkinsburg 
churches was previewed for a small 
group on September 11 at South Avenue 
Methodist Church. 

Gun Buy Back
With a desire for safer holidays, 

Wilkinsburg Sanctuary Project for Peace 
and the police department are sponsoring 
a gun buy back on Saturday, November 13.

The buy back will be from 10 a.m.–1 
p.m. in the Wilkinsburg Borough Building 
lobby at 605 Ross Avenue. Giant Eagle gift 
certificates will be given per the following: 
$50 for a hand gun, $25 for a rifle. They 
will also collect ammunition, knives, hand 
grenades, brass knuckles, but there will 
be no compensation for these items. No 
questions will be asked. Participants must 
be at least 21 years old and wear a mask.

Donations Needed
On December 10, Hosanna House, 

Inc., will host Celebration of Hope, a 
holiday giveaway, for the second year. Their 
goal is to serve 500 families with $100 
worth of winter clothing, toys, food, and 
holiday cheer. For most families they serve, 
the hard decision to feed their family or 
clothe their family is a harsh winter reality.

Join them in celebrating these families 
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LEAF COLLECTION begins Nov. 1 and ends Dec. 18.
Leaves—in paper bags only—will be picked up at the curb on 
your regular street sweeper day. If your street is not marked 
for street sweeping, pile bags at the curb and call the 
Department of Public Works at 412.244.2959.
Loose leaves will NOT be picked up—bagged leaves only! Leaf 
bags are available at both libraries—5 for $1.
YARD WASTE DAY for leaf bags/sticks/ branches is Nov. 13.

Fall Is Here…
and So Are
the Leaves!

and the season by making an in-kind 
donation from their wish list: www.
myregistry.com/organization/hosanna-
house-wilkinsburg-pa/3023841 

Museum Showcases Kids’ Mural
A mural that Turner Intermediate 

students worked on last year is on display 
at the Children’s Museum, exhibited 
in the Grable Gallery. It will be there 
until January. Right now, the Children’s 
Museum is only open on the weekends.

Strong Neighborhoods Celebration
The Strong Neighborhoods 

Committee is hosting an event to showcase 
their reports and findings as a result of the 
meetings that have been held throughout 
the year. Join in on December 2 at the 
Hosanna House from 6-8 p.m.

Shop Small Business on Nov. 27
Saturday, November 27, is Small 

Business Saturday—a day to celebrate 
small businesses 
and all they 
do for their 
communities. 

This year, Wilkinsburg small businesses 
need our support as they continue to 
navigate the effects of the coronavirus 
pandemic. Show your support by shopping 
at a small business.
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NOVEMBER
Mon., 1 Infrastructure and Blight Committee, 6 p.m.
Wed.,  3 Council Work Session, 7 p.m.
Mon.,  8 Finance, Budget and Capital, 5:30 p.m.
Mon.,  8 Shade Tree Commission, 6:30 p.m.
Tues.,  9 Planning Commission, 6:30 p.m.
Wed.,  10 Business and Job Development, 6 p.m.
Thurs.,  11 Public Safety Committee, 9 a.m.
Mon.,  15 Library Advisory Board, 6 p.m.
Wed.,  17 Council Legislative Meeting, 7 p.m.
Thurs.,  18 Parks & Rec Advisory, 5:30 p.m.
Mon.,  22 Joint Tax Committee, 5:30 p.m.
Mon.,  22 Special Events, Music, Art & Seniors, 6:30 p.m.

DECEMBER
Wed., 1 Council Work Session, 7 p.m.

Borough Calendar

Meetings are scheduled for the Borough Building, but subject to change. 

The Borough’s Fall Green Initiatives

This fall saw efforts by the Borough 
and its partners to focus on twin goals of 
creating a sustainable, green infrastructure 
and improving the appearance of our 
streets and neighborhoods. 

The Department of Public Works, in 
the midst of four Saturday cleanup efforts, 
targeted blocks throughout the Borough. 
These clean-up efforts target both trash 
and debris on vacant lots and the removal 
of overgrown brush and weeds from lots 
with unoccupied structures.  

Specifically, on Saturday, 
September 25, DPW crews worked 

on Rebecca Avenue from Swissvale 
to Ardmore Blvd clearing debris and 
overgrown brush and weeds from 
abandoned houses. DPW also trimmed 
back overhanging trees and removed 
furniture dumped on vacant lots. 

On Saturday, October 2, DPW worked 
on Glenn Avenue from Montier Ave to 
Clark Ave and portions of the 1300 and 
1400 blocks of Franklin Avenue, clearing 
debris, overgrown brush, and dumped 
furniture. DPW has two additional 
Saturday clean ups planned for to-be-
determined dates this fall.   

On October 
12, Upstream 
Pittsburgh and 
the Borough 
celebrated a 
ribbon-cutting 
ceremony for the 
Swissvale /Hill  
Avenue Rain 
Garden. The 
garden is a green 
storm water 
infrastructure 
project built on 
two Borough-
owned lots. (See 
also page 1 story.)

The facility, designed by Ethos 
Collaborative and constructed by C&R 
Landscape Development, includes two rain 
garden basins, 10,000 gallons of subsurface 
storage, and is planted with trees, a native 
rain garden seed mix, and a meadow seed 
mix, all of which will take up stormwater, 
beautify the community, and provide food 
and habitat for local wildlife. 

The improvements have enhanced 
a previously vacant lot and will provide 
opportunities for education as signage and 
monitoring equipment are installed in the 
coming months. 

Did You Know....?

There is a Holiday Concert 
on December 19 from 2-4 p.m. at 
Eastridge Library Culture and Art 
Center of Wilkinsburg, 1900 Graham 
Blvd. Special guest is the Antoinette 
Manganas Trio. They will sing a 
collection of holiday music that will 
fill hearts with cheer. 

Admission is free. Vaccinations, 
masks, and distancing per CDC 
guidelines. Donations are accepted. 
You may also bring socks, scarves, 
gloves and hats, which will be given to 
those in need.

—Wilkinsburg Borough Council

Mike Hiller, assistant director, Upstream PGH, Borough Council President Pamela Macklin, 
and Brenda Smith, executive director, Upstream PGH open the Swissvale /Hill rain gardens.

Borough DPW employees clearing brush from vacant 
property as part of weekend cleanups.
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Local Business Offers All Things Paint-Related

Knowledgeable, reliable, having 
good ideas, and always looking out for 
the customer is how patrons describe 
John Diano, owner of Pennwood Paint 
and Supply Company, 724 Wood Street 
in Wilkinsburg. Committed to assuring 
that his customers leave satisfied, Diano 
admits that his priority is providing quality 
products and service at comparable prices.

In business since 1937, Pennwood Paint 
and Supply originated at 811 Wood Street 
as a real estate, paint oriented shop. Diano 
started with the company 35 years ago as 
bookkeeper. He also worked the counter 
and conducted most other functions as 
needed. In 2008, he became owner, taking 
over from Paul Grover who had been with 
the business 50 years. Diano operated with 
his son and now his 21-year-old grandson 
Anthony works with him.

An authorized Benjamin Moore retailer 
focused on the wholesale, retail, residential 
and contractors’ market, Pennwood sells 
interior, exterior, specialty primers, stains 
and finishes. Referred to as a hardware store 
as well, Pennwood sells everything related to 
painting. 

A Penn Hills High School graduate 
with roots in Homewood, Diano started in 
the food industry working with “mom and 
pop” stores throughout the area. The years 
of varied experiences and in-house training 
has enabled him to maintain and advance 

his skill level to 
carry Pennwood 
into the technology 
age. “At one time 
we would mix our 
paints manually. 
Now tinting is 
done by computer.” 
The affiliation 
with Benjamin 
Moore Paints helps 
Pennwood have 
a strong online 
presence. Customers 
are able to explore 
paint colors, ideas 
and tutorials to find 

the right paint or stain for a project. Orders 
can be placed online with a curbside pickup. 

His small independent neighborhood 
establishment has survived from hard 
work and consistency. Open weekdays 
6:30 a.m.–3:30 p.m. and Saturdays from 
7:30 a.m.–11:30 a.m., he works a lot of 
hours by himself. “If you are not doing it 
yourself, you are not going to survive. It is 
not easy.” He advises people contemplating 
entrepreneurship to be dedicated and 

knowledgeable and to like what you do. 
He also suggests working smart: 

“Be prepared for your down times and 
emergencies by staying ahead of the curve. It 
might be costly, but it pays off. If you don’t 
have products when customers need them, 
they will go elsewhere....”

Like other legacy businesses in 
Wilkinsburg, Diano’s customer base 
consists of repeat clients. Relationships with 
some of his painting contractors go back to 
his early days of business. “Some of the guys 
that come in here I’ve played ball with or 
coached their kids in baseball. We’ve grown 
together,” said Diano. 

About the future, Diano confessed that 
he loves what he does and is proud that 
he has been able to successfully raise his 
family from his passion. “I hope to continue 
sustaining and growing Pennwood Paint 
and Supply Company with hopes that the 
next generation is up for the same challenge. 
But in the meantime, my goal is to continue 
fulfilling the needs of my customers.” 

—Diane I. Daniels, DID & Associates

Wilkinsburg Community Meeting
There will be a community meeting 

on November 19 at 5:30 p.m. at the 
Hosanna House to discuss what the people 
of Wilkinsburg want for the community 
regarding the possibility of a merger. It 
will be the second meeting in the series. 
For more information, see page 8 and visit 
wilkinsburgmerger.org.

Pennwood Paint and Supply Company owner John Diano.
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www.wilkinsburgschools.org

By Kelly Hanna—Public Relations Officer for Wilkinsburg School District

NOVEMBER
Tues. 2 Clerical Day, 5:30 p.m.
Wed. 3 Parent–Teacher Conf Day. 
Thurs. 11 Veterans/Act 80 Day
Wed. 17 Extended Day
Th-Mon.. 25-29 Thanksgiving Break

School Calendar

Thankful for the Generous Shoe Donation
A generous donation by the Lewis 

family was made to our school district. The 
Lewises donated over 200 pairs of athletic 
shoes to students because of their strong ties 
to the Wilkinsburg community. 

Janice (Kregar) Lewis Lavine, who 
passed in 2019, worked with a program that 
was hosted at Turner called Blessings in a 
Backpack. Janice’s grandfather, Edward R. 
Kregar, was the owner of Kregar’s Store, 
a staple store in the community that was 
located at Ross Avenue and Wood Street. 
Janice’s first husband Ellwood “Woody” 
Lewis was an inspiration to the community 
as well and loved giving back.

The Lewis family partnered with 
Samaritan’s Feet, which created the Shoe 
Locker to address the growing need for kids 
who could use shoes. The shoes are stored 
on-site at the school district and are readily 
available when a student needs new shoes. 
The goal is to keep students comfortable in 
well-fitting shoes so they can learn, play and 
be creative in and out of school. 

Samaritan’s Feet started because 
someone saw a child who needed some 
kindness. Over 30 years ago in Lagos, 

Nigeria, a missionary from the United 
States noticed a young boy on the streets 
and invited him to enter a contest to win 
a new pair of shoes. The small child was 
Emmanuel “Manny” Ohonme. Manny won 
the contest and, for the first time in his life, 
was able to wear his first pair of shoes at the 
age of 9. 

This small gesture that many take 
for granted propelled Manny to seek 
opportunities that would help him give 
back. He earned his Bachelor’s and Master’s 

and began to climb the corporate ladder 
in the technology industry. Determined to 
make a difference around the globe, Manny 
and his wife started Samaritan’s Feet in 
2003. Since then, millions of people have 
received shoes.

Turner Intermediate will be hosting a 
wonderful event on Wednesday, November 
17, with a Shoe Carnival. This is a half-
day for students, so during that morning, 
students will be walked to the Shoe 
Carnival by their homeroom teachers, 
where children can choose a pair of shoes if 
they wish to do so while the supply lasts. 

There are multiple styles of shoes to 
choose from including many with collegiate 
logos and branding. Parents of Turner 
Intermediate students should be on the look 
out for the shoes in their child’s backpacks 
that afternoon.

“We are so grateful for the generosity 
of the Lewis family and appreciate their 
kindness to our students…,” said Interim 
Superintendent Joe Maluchnik. “I am 
always amazed with the community ties 
that Wilkinsburg has throughout the globe. 
People love to come home and give back, 
and that is a very special and meaningful 
testimony about the legacy that people 
take with them when they come from 
Wilkinsburg.”

Some shoes are also available at Kelly 
Primary, although sizes are limited. Families 
who have children at Kelly are welcomed to 
contact Dean of Students Jordan Manos at 
ManosJ@WilkinsburgSchools.org to secure 
a pair for a child in your family. Please give 
the name of your child, gender, teacher’s 
name, and shoe size. Manos will find a pair 
of shoes for your child and send them home 
in their backpack.
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STORMWATER, continued from page 1

Hiring!
We’re 

7516 Meade Street • Pittsburgh, PA 15208
www.eastendfood.coop • 412.242.3598

Good people.  Good people.  
Good people.  

Good food.  Good food.  
Good food.  

Good benefits.  Good benefits.  
Good benefits.  

Pittsburgh Urban Christian School 
(PUCS) announced the addition of one 
more Pre-K class for the 2021-22 school 

year, made possible through the PA 
Department of Education’s Pre-K Counts 
program. PUCS will have 12 full-day and 
6 half-day slots to serve eligible 3-, 4- and 
5-year-old children. 

Classes begin mid-November and start 
at 8:30 a.m. Full-day class ends at 3:30 p.m.

installed monitoring equipment in several 
locations on the site. 

The facility includes two cascading 
rain gardens, which are fed by a new catch 
basin on Hill Avenue. 

Just below the second rain garden, 
there is also an underground storage 
feature to increase the overall capacity of 
the site. The area has been planted with 9 
native trees, dozens of rain garden friendly 
perennials, and a seed mix of meadow 
plants. By next summer, it should be a 
colorful haven for pollinators of all types. 
It will also help to reduce street flooding in 
the area during heavy storms. 

Borough Manager John Antinori, 
Borough Council President Pamela 
Macklin, and Planning Commission 
member Nicole Santella were among those 
who spoke at the ribbon cutting. 

The project, and the monitoring of it, 
were funded by the Richard King Mellon 
Foundation, with additional support from 
the Heinz Endowments. 

Hosanna House, 807 Wallace Ave., 
is now taking applications for their 
Child Development Center, offering 
kindergarten, preschool and pre-K, and 
toddler programs. Meals and snacks are 
included. 

They also have an after-school program 
weekdays 3-6 p.m that offers homework, 
a computer lab, a outdoor classroom, 
and more. For more information 
contact, Tiffany Willson at tiffanyw@
hosannahouse.org or call 412.342.1350.

“We are currently remodeling a room 
specifically for this Pre-K program,” said 
Jonathan Ray, executive director at PUCS. 
“The renovation was planned so that we 
can best meet the needs of Pre-K Students’ 
motor and sensory skill development.”

PUCS said they are excited to welcome 
Tashea Rawlings as the lead teacher for 
the Pre-K Counts class. Tashea received 
a bachelor’s in early childhood education 
from Point Park University. Her most 
recent teaching experience was at CMU’s 
Cyert Center for Early Education. 

Program eligibility specifies students 
who are at risk of school failure and living 
in families earning up to 3 times of the 
federal income 
poverty level. 
Consideration is 
given to English 
language learners 
or those with 
special needs. To 
register, contact 
Jonathan Ray 
at jonathan.
ray@pucs.org or 
260.241.7697.

PUCS Opens Pre-K Counts Classroom

Hosanna House Offers Child Development Options

 

James Flower Shoppe 

“Serving Pittsburgh for 
Over 100 years” 

712 Wood St.  15221 
412-731-3794 

www.jamesfloralshoppe.com 
 

THANKSGIVING—NOVEMBER 25
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wilkinsburgchamber.com

The Wilkinsburg Thursday Market is  
MOVING…
We are excited to announce the partnership between the 
Wilkinsburg Thursday Market and the Borough’s Art in the 
Park for the 2020 season.  
Beginning June 4th through August 27th, the Market will be 
open every Thursday at the “Parklet on Penn Avenue” from 
4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. with music and activities with Art in the 
Park scheduled from 6:30 – 8:30 p.m.  The Market’s focus will 
be on fresh food and healthy habits. 
More information on our vendors and activities to come.   
Interested in being involved in the Market? 

Email info@wilkinsburgchamber.com

 WILKINSBURG PROUD 
There are many ways to demonstrate pride in our community 
– buy from local business, volunteer to help at community 
events, support community organizations and keep our 
streets clean and litter free. 
The Wilkinsburg Chamber of Commerce believes that if 
it is good for the community it is good for business.  The 
Chamber will launch a new initiative, Wilkinsburg Proud, with 
support from UPMC, Nine Mile Run Watershed Association 
and Pennwood Paint & Supply Company, to show our 
community pride by keeping our business district clean. 
The first phase will begin with a clean-up of the 700 block of 
Penn Avenue in May and, with additional support, continue 
through the summer of 2020. 
Volunteer for Wilkinsburg Proud!  

Contact info@wilkinsburgchamber.com
 

UPCOMING EVENTS
Saturday, April 11  •  9:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.    
Nine Mile Run Spring Stream Sweep

Saturday, April 11  •  11:00 am - 2:00 p.m. 
Shred-It Event & Facility Tours Guardian Storage  
Brinton Rd. 

Thursday, April 16  •  8:00 - 9:00 a.m.  
Chamber Board of Directors Meeting, 900 Wood St.

Saturday, April 18  •  Noon - 3:00 p.m.  
Garden Dreams Community Open House  
806 Holland Ave.

Tuesday, April 28  •  5:00 - 7:00 p.m.  
Wilkinsburg After Hours  
Wilkinsburg Borough Building

JOIN THE CHAMBER. BE INVOLVED. 
MAKE A DIFFERENCE.
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W
I L

K I N S B URG

T H U R S D A Y  M A R K E T

1789 S. Braddock Ave.
Suite 410
Pittsburgh 15218

metrofamilypratice.org
412.247.2310

WHOLE People. ALL People.

A Great 
Market Season

Thanks to our amazing 
farmers, vendors, shoppers, 
musicians and sponsors.

The Wilkinsburg Thursday 
Market was a big success. 

We can’t wait to see 
everyone next year!



8 Wilkinsburg Sun II November 2021

The first of two community listening 
sessions, moderated by Jasiri X, founder 
of 1Hood Media, was held at Hosanna 
House on October 19. The purpose of 
the meeting was to allow the people of 
Wilkinsburg a chance to ask questions, 

share concerns and 
voice opinions about 
the possibility of a 
merger with the city 
of Pittsburgh. 

The WCDC, 
who is sponsoring 
the meetings, says 
they are designed to 
engage the broader 
community of the 
“resident-led efforts 
that began in early 
2020 when the 
WCDC invited over 
350 Wilkinsburg 
residents to 

participate in focus groups that studied the 
borough’s future viability.” 

All comments were welcomed 
regardless of viewpoint. Over 75 people 
attended the meeting and heard opening 
remarks with opposing viewpoints by 

Wilkinsburg residents Derrick Tillman 
and Ashley Comans. 

Tillman, a local business owner 
and co-chair of the Merger Committee 
presented the argument for annexation. 
Comans, a candidate for state 
representative and wife of Wilkinsburg 
mayoral candidate Dontae Comans, 
presented the opposing view. Along with 
discussion about annexation, Jasiri X 
gave attendees time to discuss the current 
realities and challenges facing Wilkinsburg. 

“There was so much passion and 
respect for each other’s viewpoints,” said 
Jasiri X. “Our next meeting will dive 
more into the substance—the facts—of 
Wilkinsburg’s current state and steer more 
conversations around what a realistic 
solution could look like.” 

The second meeting is November 
18. The event is capped at 75 people to 
be Covid-19 safe. You can sign up here: 
https://wilkinsburgmerger.org/events/861.

First of Two Listening Sessions about the Idea of Borough Merger

Jasiri X moderated first community listening meeting on the idea of a merger with the city 
of Pittsburgh at Hosanna House. The next meeting is November 18.


