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Official Borough Flower for You

The Wilkinsburg Borough Council is 
adopting the zinnia as our official Borough 
flower. During the Great American Clean 
Up Day on Saturday, April 23, Council 
members will be distributing packets of 
zinnia seeds to residents to encourage 
planting during late spring. 

Zinnias attract butterflies, 
hummingbirds and other pollinators and 
require minimal care. 

Planting instructions will be included 
in each packet.
Residents can 
stop by the 
Great American 
Clean Up site 
(see page 2) 
at 8 a.m. at 
the Borough 
Building to pick 
up their packets 
to help beautify 
their yard, 
neighborhood, and Borough.

In February, the Borough welcomed 
new Children’s Library Manager Charlene 
Castronovo.

A Pittsburgh native, Castronovo 
previously served as children’s librarian at 
the Sewickley Public Library. From 2016 
to June 2021, she was youth services public 
library coordinator in Independence, 

Missouri, responsible 
for the development and 
operations of children’s 
programming.

“I am very happy 
to welcome Charlene to 
the library,” said Colleen 
Denne, the library 
director. “I am excited 
by her enthusiasm to get 
programming started right 
away....We would love to see 
the Children’s Library busy 
every day after school and 
all day in the summer.” 

Castronovo is excited 
to join the Wilkinsburg team. “I am 
passionate about teaching literacy skills 
through all types of media and look 
forward to bringing fun, educational 
events for the youth in our community.”  

She is off to a fast start, restarting 

Library Director Colleen Denne (right) welcomes New Children’s Library 
Manager Charlene Castronovo (left) to the Wilkinsburg Public Library.

Welcome Our New Librarian

Almetta Seate, a resident who worked in the Wilkinsburg Public Schools as a substitute and in the 
reading labs and Head Start program, and then as a tax collector for the Borough (2008-13), passed away on 
March 23. Her colleague Barbara Bell, who worked with her at Horner Middle School and the high school, 
said that she was wonderful with the kids and always wanted them to succeed.

Her daughter Minette said, “My family moved to Wilkinsburg in 1963. My father [Aaron], mother 
Almetta, two brothers—Aaron and Michael—and myself moved into our house on Laketon Road in the 
winter of 1963. At the time, there weren’t many Black families in our part of Wilkinsburg and we weren’t 
always welcomed by the old neighbors. But times and the neighborhood changed, and Wilkinsburg remains 
a special place for us.”

Seate, an active resident, was in the PTA, a den mother for Cub Scouts, a member at St. Mark AME 
Church. Minette said, “She was a lot of fun and always creative and never backed down from an argument.”

She also said Almetta loved cowboy movies, a big fried fish dinner, small children, rifles, cutting her 
own grass when she still could, nice clothes, and good manners. “She and my dad used to have quite the 
social life when they were younger, and she always loved good music and going to a nice restaurant,” said 
Minette. For more about Almetta and to leave a note for her family, visit: obituaries.post-gazette.com/
obituary/almetta-h-seate-1084739206

Almetta Seate, Wilkinsburg Community Gem, Passes Away at Age 95

continued on page 6
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Lynne Gordon, Editor

The Board of Directors 
Jason Cohn, President 

Minister Linda Kirkland-Law, Vice 
President 

John Irwin, Treasurer 
Vanessa McCarthy-Johnson, Secretary

Moses Workman

The Wilkinsburg Sun is a free, monthly community 
newsletter published by the volunteer Wilkinsburg 
Community Newsletter Board, with the support of 
the Wilkinsburg Borough, the Wilkinsburg School 
District, the Wilkinsburg Chamber of Commerce, 
and the Wilkinsburg Community Development 
Corporation. The Sun is printed by Knepper Press. 
Please submit all articles and calendar events to: 
editor@wilkinsburgsun.com, or by mail, P.O. Box 
86064, Wilkinsburg, PA 15221. Please submit articles 
5 weeks before publication and calendar events 
3 weeks before publication. To advertise, e-mail 
adsales@wilkinsburgsun.com, or call 412.680.1381. 
The Sun accepts submitted articles provided they are 
related to Wilkinsburg and are civic-minded. The Sun 
reserves the right to withhold articles from print. 
Please note that The Sun does not publish political or 
opinion pieces.

Sign up to receive The Sun 
by email at eepurl.com/v0iBP 
and friend us on Facebook.

The Great American Clean-Up
In honor of Earth Day, Wilkinsburg 

will again support the Keep 
America Beautiful campaign 
with a community-wide 
clean-up event. The Great 
American Cleanup (GAC) 
unifies and beautifies 
communities across the 
country in a grassroots 
spring-cleaning movement. 

On Saturday, April 
23, at 8 a.m. on the steps 
of Wilkinsburg Borough 
building, 605 Ross Avenue, 
Senator Costa, Mayor 
Dontae Comans and Council 
President Denise Edwards 
will kick off the event. 
Registration tables, hot coffee 
and continental breakfast 
bags will greet participants, 
in addition to energizing 
music. 

Participants can pick 
up free gloves, garbage bags 
and safety vests when they 
register. Afterwards, hotdogs 
and drinks will be available 
at the Borough Building!

See www.wilkinsburgpa.
gov for more information. If 
you would like to organize a 
Clean My Block Party, call 
Kathleen at 412.244.2959 
to register the location and 
amount of supplies needed. 
Leave a message with your 
phone number.

Recycle Anything that 
Plugs In

Bring your old 
electronics to the Public 
Works garage on Saturday, 
April 9,  8 a.m. to 1 p.m., 
for recycling. The garage is 
located at 1230 Park Avenue 
in Wilkinsburg. 

Garden Dreams Sale
An annual seedling 

sale will be held at Garden 

Dreams on Friday, April 15 until June 
25. The hours of operation are Fridays 

11:30 a.m.–6 p.m. and Saturdays 10 
a.m.–4 p.m. Visit their website for updates: 
growpittsburgh.org/about-us/locations/
garden-dreams/

Africana Wellness Conference
The annual Legacy Arts Project Africana 

Wellness Conference on April 2 will be held 
at the Homewood YMCA on Bennett Street. 
This event is free and open to the public. 
Register at legacyartsproject.org.

Contact Us
Reach out at info@ncd-fund.org • Visit us at ncd-fund.org

G ot a small business (or an idea for 

one)? Get help with your fi nancing 

needs. Let us connect you with fl exible 

options for start-up costs, working 

capital, equipment, vehicles, leasehold 

improvements and more. 

Contact Rich Newell 
to learn more.

412-322-0290 ext. 101
Newell@ncd-fund.org

Contact Stefani Smith
to learn more.

412-322-0290 ext. 118
Smith@ncd-fund.org

Building Stronger 
Neighborhoods 
Together
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Wilkinsburg Borough
www.wilkinsburgpa.gov

APRIL
Mon., 4 Infrastructure and Blight Committee, 6 p.m.
Tues.,  5 Planning Commission, 6:30 p.m.
Wed.,  6 Council Work Session, 7 p.m.
Thurs., 7 Personnel, Policies, and Procedures, 6 p.m.
Mon., 11 Finance, Budget and Capital, 6 p.m.
Mon., 11 Shade Tree Commission, 6:30 p.m..
Wed.,  13 Music, Art & Seniors, 6 p.m.
Thurs.,  14 Public Safety Committee, 9 a.m.
Thurs.,  14 Personnel, Policies, and Procedures, 6 p.m.
Wed.,  20 Council Legislative Meeting, 7 p.m.
Thurs.,  21 Personnel, Policies, and Procedures, 6 p.m.
Mon.,  25 Joint Tax Committee, 5:30 p.m.
Thurs.,  28 Personnel, Policies, and Procedures, 6 p.m.

MAY
Mon., 2 Infrastructure and Blight Committee, 6 p.m.
Tues.,  3 Planning Commission, 6:30 p.m.

Borough Calendar

Meetings are scheduled for the Borough Building, but subject to change. 

March saw several events that will 
provide education and fun for Borough 
families this spring and summer. One 
is the welcome of the new librarian (see 
page 1). Another is the installation of new 
amusements at Hunter Park.

After multiple delays, work began in 
March on installation of the new slides and 
a LiveWire zipline ride in Hunter Park. 

It’s been a longer than expected 
journey. 

The new amusements were scheduled 
to be installed in mid-July, 2021, but a 
fire at Playworld’s factory temporarily 
shut down production at the facility and 
delayed delivery of the slides and zipline.

Initial surveying was completed in 
September in advance of anticipated 
delivery, but COVID-related supply chain 
problems further delayed delivery. The 
equipment was at last delivered shortly 
before Thanksgiving, and the Borough 
decided to delay installation until 
sometime closer to spring. 

Purchase and installation of the new 
equipment is funded through a grant 
from the Allegheny County Economic 
Development, Community Infrastructure, 
and Tourism Fund. The equipment is 

New racing slides at the starting line in Hunter Park 

Spring Brings Change to Children’s Library and Parks

designed and manufactured by Playworld, 
based in Lewisburg, PA. 

Wilkinsburg’s Department of Public 

Works graded and prepared the site, and 
installation was completed by Jeffrey 
Associates of Indianola, Pa. 

Jeffrey, a family owned company 
specializing in recreation, parks, and 
physical education since 1977, has also 
served as a consultant on the equipment 
purchases. 

Borough engineering firm Herbert, 
Rowland, and Grubic performed the 
surveying and engineering work.

Crews installing new zip line in Hunter Park on March 25.  
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www.wilkinsburgcdc.org
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lot. It’s been difficult, but I’ve enjoyed every 
year, even the ones that were a struggle....
You have to persevere.”

Visit advancesignco.com to learn more.
—Diane I. Daniels, DID & Associates

Wilkinsburg-based Advance Sign 
Company works throughout Western 
Pennsylvania. The full-service commercial 
interior and exterior sign company has 
been providing affordable, high-quality 
signage to its clients for over 30 years.

The company opened on Saw Mill 
Run Boulevard in 1986. In 2002, when the 
original owner retired, the company was 
sold to Thomas John DeJoseph (TJ) and 
his dad, Tony. Following years of steady 
growth, a larger space was needed. In 2020, 
TJ and Tony found a new home for their 
company at 2121 Robinson Boulevard in 
Wilkinsburg. 

TJ characterizes his family business 
as a custom sign fabrication shop focusing 
on exterior and interior signs. “Our team 
is fully equipped to handle all stages of a 
project, which entails design, fabrication, 
manufacturing, painting, and installation. 
We obtain all necessary permits to 
ensure businesses follow local codes and 
ordinances.” Examples of Advance Sign’s 
exterior work can be seen at UPMC 
Rooney Sports Center, PPG Paints 
Arena, Nova Place, Stage AE, Allegheny 

Thomas John DeJoseph known as TJ, owner of Advance 
Sign Company displays completed custom signs ready for 
installation.

Health Network, The Frick Pittsburgh, 
#1 Cochran, and UPMC Presbyterian 
Hospital.

Advance Sign’s art department is 
experienced in the design and application 
of vinyl graphics and the production of all 
interior signage, including laser cut and 
engraved signage, as well as traditional 
ADA photopolymer signs. The company 
offers service and maintenance contracts to 
keep signs looking their best, year-round.

With the desire to grow, TJ says they 
are always hiring. “We are hiring in all 
phases. In this business, it’s hard to specify 
what skills are necessary, so we provide 
training and maintain patience as they 
learn. Painters, installers, fabricators, and 
office workers are always at the top of the 
list for hiring....If a person comes in and 
I’m impressed, I try to make room for them 
because hiring good workers is key.”

Two decades of operation has taught 
TJ to be careful with accumulating debt 
and to take care of the client by listening 
and fulfilling their needs. “Operating a 
business is scary,” he says. “You feel alone a 

Sign Business Shines Light Through Region

Summer at the Station!
Planning is underway to hold some 

exciting events at the Train Station this 
summer season. Be on the lookout for 
more details soon.

Accepting Applications for 
Youth Initiative Mini-Grant

Each spring, the WCDC hosts an 
annual Youth Initiative Mini-Grant 
Program to provide funds to local 
organizations that support the academic 
and civic endeavors of Wilkinsburg youth.
The 2022 grant cycle is open now. Grant 
applications will be accepted until May 6, 
2022. Now in its 12th year, the WCDC 
mini-grant program has served hundreds of 
local youth. With the help of the Howard 
& Nell E. Miller Foundation, they have 
been able to increase their efforts and help 
even more organizations over the past 
few years. To learn more about past grant 
recipients and apply for funds this year, visit 
wilkinsburgcdc.org/youth-initiative. 
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School District
www.wilkinsburgschools.org

APRIL
Fri. 1 No School

Mon. 4 No School (Parent Conferences)

Thurs.-Mon. 14-18 Spring Break

Tues. 19 Board Planning, 7 p.m.

Tues. 26 Board Legislative, 7 p.m.

Mon.-Thurs. 25-29 PSSA-ELA

School Calendar

By Kelly Hanna—Public Relations Officer for Wilkinsburg School District

S&P Outlook for the School District Looks Good
The Wilkinsburg School District 

is refinancing a 2017 bond series and 
recently received its Standard & Poor’s 
(S&P) rating. 

S&P is a financial index leader 
known worldwide as a collector and 
rater for rating organizations and 
physical properties as a measurement of 
standard. Our district went from a C- 
negative outlook in 2015 to an A- staple 
outlook.

The bump in grade was based on 
significant structural budget revisions 
outlined several years ago when the 
district hired Director of Operations Rick 
Liberto. 

Under his leadership and the 
steadfast agenda of the Board, the 
financial operations improved with 
five consecutive general fund surpluses 
through 2021, with the expectation to 
continue the trend in 2022.

The district reduced expenditures 
and partnered with the Pittsburgh Public 
Schools to teach grades 7-12. The reserve 
outlook for the district is solid, with 
the financial view much improved from 
previous years.

For the fiscal year of 2021, the school 
board voted to reduce its property tax 
millage rate by a $1.3 million revenue 
reduction, and it reports that operations 
will be balanced this year.

S&P might raise our rating if 
enrollment and the general fund’s 
reserves remain consistent.

Standard Financial Management Assessment
Highlights include:
• Dr. Maluchnik was hired from the district’s Interim Superintendent to 

Superintendent in the 1st quarter of 2022. The rest of the management team remained 
in place, which helped stabilize institutional knowledge.

• There has been great caution with expenditures, and the district implements 
line-by-line recording of monies in and out.

• An outside resource analyzed two years of budgetary data.
• The Board is open-minded to amending the budget, but that would be a rare 

circumstance.
• The formal investment management policy follows all state guidelines and 

reports monthly board meetings› holdings, earnings, and balances.

• Leadership retains 8% of expenditures in the fund balance, which aligns with 
the commonwealth guidelines.

Left to Right: Ms. Duncan, Mrs. Winwood and Mrs. 
Simon join in the Dr. Seuss birthday celebration.

School Board Director, Michael Rose reads to a class with an engaging book. 

March was Read Across America 
Month. Our students certainly enjoyed 
the reading celebration. Many guests, 
including some of our school board 
directors, came to read to our students, 
and an unforgettable day was March 2 
when all celebrated Dr. Seuss. 

Teachers went above and beyond to 
make the day extraordinarily fun. Some 
students even tried Green Eggs and Ham!

What Are You Reading this Month?



6 Wilkinsburg Sun II April 2022

LIBRARY, continued from page 1
popular storytime programs STEM 
Saturdays to develop skills in building, 
making, and creating. Here is a list of 
Children’s Library programs in April: 
Wednesdays, 10 a.m. —Preschoolers Storytime

Stories, songs, crafts, and rhymes for 
children 3-5 years of age, accompanied by a 
parent or guardian. 
Fridays,3:30 p.m.–6 p.m.—Perler Bead Fridays

Build your own Perler bead creation—a 
character, keychain, earrings. Ages 6+!
Saturdays, 10:30 a.m.—Storytime (monthly)

Family storytime. Children will obtain 
early literacy skills and will get a chance 
win a copy of that month’s book. See the 
Library Facebook page updates. 
April 9 & 23, 10 a.m.-5 p.m.—STEM Saturdays

Science! Technology! Engineering! 
Math! (and a little Art!) All ages!
April 12, 4 p.m.-6 p.m.— Easter Celebration

Book giveaway: Everyone hunts for 
their own Easter book. Dye some eggs, 
make a shaker egg, and play Bunny Toss.
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www.wilkinsburgchamber.com

Chamber of Commerce

900 Wood Street, 2nd Floor • Wilkinsburg, PA 15221  
412.242.0234 • info@wilkinsburgchamber.com 

wilkinsburgchamber.com

The Wilkinsburg Thursday Market is  
MOVING…
We are excited to announce the partnership between the 
Wilkinsburg Thursday Market and the Borough’s Art in the 
Park for the 2020 season.  
Beginning June 4th through August 27th, the Market will be 
open every Thursday at the “Parklet on Penn Avenue” from 
4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. with music and activities with Art in the 
Park scheduled from 6:30 – 8:30 p.m.  The Market’s focus will 
be on fresh food and healthy habits. 
More information on our vendors and activities to come.   
Interested in being involved in the Market? 

Email info@wilkinsburgchamber.com

 WILKINSBURG PROUD 
There are many ways to demonstrate pride in our community 
– buy from local business, volunteer to help at community 
events, support community organizations and keep our 
streets clean and litter free. 
The Wilkinsburg Chamber of Commerce believes that if 
it is good for the community it is good for business.  The 
Chamber will launch a new initiative, Wilkinsburg Proud, with 
support from UPMC, Nine Mile Run Watershed Association 
and Pennwood Paint & Supply Company, to show our 
community pride by keeping our business district clean. 
The first phase will begin with a clean-up of the 700 block of 
Penn Avenue in May and, with additional support, continue 
through the summer of 2020. 
Volunteer for Wilkinsburg Proud!  

Contact info@wilkinsburgchamber.com
 

UPCOMING EVENTS
Saturday, April 11  •  9:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.    
Nine Mile Run Spring Stream Sweep

Saturday, April 11  •  11:00 am - 2:00 p.m. 
Shred-It Event & Facility Tours Guardian Storage  
Brinton Rd. 

Thursday, April 16  •  8:00 - 9:00 a.m.  
Chamber Board of Directors Meeting, 900 Wood St.

Saturday, April 18  •  Noon - 3:00 p.m.  
Garden Dreams Community Open House  
806 Holland Ave.

Tuesday, April 28  •  5:00 - 7:00 p.m.  
Wilkinsburg After Hours  
Wilkinsburg Borough Building

JOIN THE CHAMBER. BE INVOLVED. 
MAKE A DIFFERENCE.

900 Wood Street, 2nd Floor • Wilkinsburg, PA 15221  
412.242.0234 • info@wilkinsburgchamber.com 
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1789 S. Braddock Ave.
Suite 410
Pittsburgh 15218

metrofamilypratice.org
412.247.2310

WHOLE People. ALL People. Covenant Fellowship 
Serving Wilkinsburg for over 35 years. Home of:  

v Grace and Fruit Pollinator Garden and Orchard
v KidZone, Tuesdays at 6 p.m.
v Transform the Triangle neighborhood cleanup
v Trail Life club for boys
v and more, including a loving and praying 
community.

Join us for worship with clear Bible teaching Sundays at 10:30 a.m.
covenantfellowship.org

Reformed Presbyterian Church

An urban gardening education series offered free to Wilkinsburg residents. Doug 
Oster, Pittsburgh’s gardening expert, will share best gardening practices and 
answer your questions.

What Is an Urban Garden? 
The best definition of an urban garden is growing 

plants in the city.
It sounds simple enough, but where do you start?
qShould you plant in your yard, in a raised bed 

or containers? 
qHow much sun do you need? 
qWhat should you plant? And when?
qHow do you care for your plants?
Join Learn+Plant+Grow on three Saturday mornings 

to learn how to get started and have a successful garden 
throughout the summer.

The educational series will take place from 10 a.m.–
Noon in the Harold Young Sr. Parklet on Penn Avenue,  
Saturdays April 23, June 4, and September 17.

The space is limited to 15 people. Advance registration 
is required.

Email Wilkinsburg.pa.chamber@gmail.com to register.

412.242.3598  · www.eastendfood.coopWe'r e  H
iring!

7516 Meade Street · Pittsburgh, PA 15208
We'r e  H

iring!
Good People

Good food 
Good Benefits 
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BOROUGH PROJECTS, from page 3


