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Art JAM returns to the Yingling 
Mansion and grounds on Saturday, August 
27, 6–10 p.m. and an associated house tour 
in the morning featuring curation of home 
environments by local artists. 

Created to inspire and showcase 
the local artistic community, Art JAM 
provides an organic environment of artistic 
creativity. Wilkinsburg artists are invited 
to participate—whether they actively work 
on pieces during the event or showcase 
their talent. Art JAM promotes the local 
arts, representing the achievements 
and contributions of the Wilkinsburg 
community and beyond. 

Different from an art market, guests 
can expect to watch upwards of 20 artists 
demonstrating their skills across various 
mediums like stained glass, clay sculpting, 
wire sculpting, painting, drawing, garment 
making, body painting, and more. This 
year’s event will feature an art tent with 
activities (many geared for children), a 
“second line” parade with Timbeleza, the 
Wilkinsburg drum circle, Flo N At fire 
dancers, and more.

All are welcome to this free, family-
friendly event. Any donations received go 
to support participating artists and the 
next Art JAM event.

Following the Summer at the Station 
concert from 3-6pm at the Wilkinsburg 
Train Station, folks can meander down 
Wood Street to the recently restored 
mansion that many know as the former 
Gibbs Home. Now home to the Sleeping 
Octopus Arts Initiative (SOAI), the home 
is residence to local artists and venue for 
cultural events including four previous Art 
JAM events. 

New this year, in the morning of 
August 27, Hosanna House and SOAI 
will host a house tour featuring vacant 
houses that are in the process of being 
stabilized for future homebuyers. Six to 
eight properties will be featured in the 

high school neighborhood in the center of 
Wilkinsburg. The tour is free and open to 
the public. 

Tour goers will witness the various 
stages of transforming a vacant property 
into a welcoming home. Properties will 
also feature local artists’ work. 

Artists and musicians who want to 
participate in Art JAM or the house tour 
or volunteers who want to help make 
this event successful (parking attendants, 
docents, children activity helpers, etc.) 
can sign up here: https://forms.gle/
hDNTy2xgN8jjjHEN7.

Attendees can pre-register on 
Eventbrite. 

Calling All Art Lovers, Artists, Community-Minded
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The Wilkinsburg Sun is a free, monthly community 
newsletter published by the volunteer Wilkinsburg 
Community Newsletter Board, with the support of 
the Wilkinsburg Borough, the Wilkinsburg School 
District, the Wilkinsburg Chamber of Commerce, 
and the Wilkinsburg Community Development 
Corporation. The Sun is printed by Knepper Press. 
Please submit all articles and calendar events to: 
editor@wilkinsburgsun.com, or by mail, P.O. Box 
86064, Wilkinsburg, PA 15221. Please submit articles 
5 weeks before publication and calendar events 
3 weeks before publication. To advertise, e-mail 
adsales@wilkinsburgsun.com, or call 412.680.1381. 
The Sun accepts submitted articles provided they are 
related to Wilkinsburg and are civic-minded. The Sun 
reserves the right to withhold articles from print. 
Please note that The Sun does not publish political or 
opinion pieces.

Sign up to receive The Sun 
by email at eepurl.com/v0iBP 
and friend us on Facebook.

You Are Invited to WPSD Annual 
Community Block Party 

Mark your calendars for the afternoon 
of Saturday, September 24th. The Western 
Pennsylvania School for the Deaf (WPSD) 
will host its annual Community Block 
Party from 1–4 p.m.

The party is free and open to the 
public. It takes place on the WPSD 
campus at the corner of Walnut Street and 
Swissvale Avenue in Edgewood near the 
Wilkinsburg line.

It’s a fun afternoon for the whole 
family, including games and activities for 
the kids, a petting zoo, food, and more. 

This event is a great opportunity for 
local communities to come together, get to 
know each other better, and continue to 
develop and strengthen relationships with 
one another. 

Free vendor space is available to local 
businesses and organizations! For more 
information about the Block Party or 
obtaining vendor space, please contact 
Sarah Bartlebaugh at 412.244.4207 or 
sbartlebaugh@wpsd.org.

Please follow WPSD on their website 
and Facebook for updates on the day. 

Transform the Triangle
The 16th annual Transform the 

Triangle is Saturday, August 6 from 9 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. This event focuses on picking up 
trash, weeding, clearing lots and boarding 
up vacant houses in the Park Triangle area 
of Wilkinsburg. All are welcome. 

Volunteers will meet at Covenant 
Fellowship RP Church,1300 Swissvale 
Avenue (at Hill Avenue).

Lunch is provided. This event is 
organized by Covenant Fellowship Church. 
Some materials have been provided by 
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the Borough of Wilkinsburg, the WCDC, 
Home Depot, Lowes, and Penn Hills 
Rental, and food by Wendy’s, Salvatores, 
McDonalds and Chick Fil A.

Summer at the Station!
Join another Summer at the Station 

event at the Wilkinsburg Train Station on 
August 27 from 3–6 p.m.

The Equity | Impact Center and 
Wilkinsburg Community Development 
Corporation are partnering to host 
Summer at the Station, a series of Saturday 
community gatherings at the station. 
The series highlights local organizations, 
musicians, and artists, and intends to 
provide a space for the community to 
gather, connect, and enjoy.

Library Programming
—Adult Library Events

Summer Reading Challenge—You 
can still register for the summer reading 
challenge. Call or stop in. They have great 
prizes including gift cards and electronics.

August 4, 10 a.m.—Connecting 
seniors (Zoom meeting).

August 31, 10 a.m.—Nature walk.

—Children’s Library Events
Summer Reading Challenge—It’s not 

too late to register for the Wilkinsburg 
Library’s Oceans of Possibilities Summer 
Reading Challenge for ages 0–18. By using 
the Beanstack app, record the number 
of hours you read (or are read to) to earn 
badges, prizes, and rewards. 

Summer Youth Cafe—Monday–
Saturday. Lunch served 12–1 p.m. and 
snack hour served 3–4 p.m. Enjoy healthy, 
free meals, all thanks to the Greater 
Pittsburgh Community Food Bank. For 
ages 18 and younger. 

Weekly Themed Ocean Activities—
Every week, stop in the Children’s 
Department to explore, create, and 
experiment with the weekly activities 
available for all ages. 

Storytime, 10 a.m.—Attend the weekly 
family storytime on Wednesdays.

Carnegie Mobile Lab, August 6 from 
10 a.m.–5 p.m.—Manipulate a laser cutter 
to create customizable keytags. Design and 

fabricate your own vinyl stickers. Challenge 
yourself with a spherical robot you can 
control called Sphero.

WPSD Set to Host Annual Auction 
and Gala

Join the Western Pennsylvania 
School for the Deaf (WPSD) at the 2022 
Auction and Gala at the Rivers Casino in 
downtown Pittsburgh.

This annual event is set for Friday, 
October 14. 
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Enjoy an evening of great food and 
drinks and a variety of silent and live 
auction items, while supporting the 
programs and services that WPSD offers to 
Deaf and Hard of Hearing students.

Sponsorships and tickets can soon be 
purchased at www.wpsd.org.

WCDC Awards Grant Recipients
This past spring, the WCDC opened 

applications for the 11th year of the 
Youth Initiative Mini-Grant Program, 
which funds groups and organizations 
that support the academic and civic 
endeavors of Wilkinsburg youth. This 
year, funding was awarded to the following 
organizations:

Meshwork Press: “Growing Creative 
Entrepreneurs”—Funds will support a 
workshop series that aims to build out the 
existing creative skillsets of Wilkinsburg 
youth with the goal of equipping them 
with basic entrepreneurial training, 
product development practice, and 
marketing experience.

Sister Thea Bowman Academy—Funds 
will support their after-school program and 
summer academic enrichment program. 

This program will support approximately 
150 students in grades K-8.

APS Youth Networking Agency—Funds 
will support a partnership with Black 
Tech Nation to host their First Annual 
Technology and Networking Seminar.

Each One Teach One—Funds will 
support their Childcare and Learning 
Center Summer Enrichment Program, 
which will serve approximately 70 pre-
school to 8th grade students.

Nia Dance Ensemble—Funds will 

support their African Arts in the Park 
on the weekends over the summer, 
encouraging creative expression through 
drumming, dancing, singing, and more.

Westinghouse Youth Wrestling—Funds 
will support a summer outdoor recreation 
program to focus on getting youth to 
participate in outdoor activities, such as 
going on walks, exercising, and fishing.

Wake up the Vote—Funds will support 
a 5-week Creative Youth Summer Camp 
to educate youth and parents about the 
importance of voting and inspire people 
to vote.

Youth MinLocally Grown/Community 
Forge—Funds will support Teen Talk 412, 
a TV program where teens discuss a 
wide range of topics, helping to improve 
communication between teens and parents 
or guardians.

Older Adults, What Would You Like 
to See in Wilkinsburg?

Local nonprofit, Age Friendly Greater 
Pittsburgh, a partner of Southwestern 
Pennsylvania Partnership for Aging and 
member of the international Age-Friendly 
movement, has a goal to making our region 
more inclusive and respectful of all ages.

The organization’s core belief is 
that a region that’s more accessible and 
welcoming is one that’s better for older 
people—and better for everyone. In April, 
Age Friendly selected three communities to 
dedicate their primary focus and resources. 
Although Mayor Comans and Dean 
Brandt nominated Wilkinsburg; however, 
they were edged out by three deserving 
neighborhoods—Hill District, Coraopolis 
and Clairton. 

But that’s not the 
end of Wilkinsburg’s 
story. Age Friendly 
also selected a 
representative 
from each of 10 
communities in 
Allegheny County to 
participate on their 
Community Panel, 
and Brandt was 
selected to represent 
Wilkinsburg. 

The panel’s modest role is to highlight 
age friendly opportunities within each 
community and to support those already 
doing positive things for older adults. But 
they’d like to see if there are any other 
areas to take action. In order to do so, 
however, they need your help. If you’re an 
older adult (50+), please take a few minutes 
and visit www.wilkinsburg.info where you 
can let them know what you would like to 
see in Wilkinsburg.

—submitted by Dean Brandt

Tax Reduction Announced
In a July, 2022, letter from the 

Wilkinsburg School District to residents, 
president of the board, Ed Donovan, 
announced a reduction in property taxes. 
Wilkinsburg residents will see another 2.0 
mil reduction in the coming year.

Donovan says that this is the third cut 
in five years “resulting in an overall 15.2% 
decrease in school taxes.”

“No other district in Pennsylvania 
comes close to that accomplishment,” 
Donavan writes.

Local Organization Receives Grant
The Greater Wilkinsburg Community 

Advancement Association (GWCA) is one 
of 40 nonprofit organizations to receive 
an impact grant from Duquesne Light 
Company’s Community Impact Grants 
program. This year the program awarded 
$250,000 among the chosen organizations 
to support regional endeavors in 
environmental justice, education and social 
equity. Fnd out more about GWCA’s work 
at https://wilkinsburgadvancement.org.
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Dave Wetzel, a Wilkinsburg native, 
recently donated 25 antique railroad watch 
fobs to the Wilkinsburg Community 
Development Corporation (WCDC).

Wetzel received the fobs from a 
neighbor years ago. The Pennsylvania 
Railroad (PRR) fob matches the red PRR 
logo currently on the clock face at the 
Wilkinsburg Train Station, a former PRR 
station. 

When Dave was last visiting in 

Tracey Evans, director of the WCDC, with Dave Wetzel. The Pennsylvania Railroad (PRR) fob matches the 
red PRR logo currently on the clock face at the Wilkinsburg Train Station, a former PRR station.

Wilkinsburg, he stopped by the Train 
Station to formally donate the rest of his 
watch fob collection to the WCDC. In the 

future, this unique set of railroad history 
will be displayed in the newly renovated 
historic train station.

Vintage Railroad Watch Fobs Donated to WCDC

Significant changes  are happening on 
the campus for the Western Pennsylvania 
School for the Deaf (WPSD). 

This summer, construction crews are 
working to transform part of the campus 
into a beautiful and safe space for their 
students and staff to enjoy for decades to 
come.

These renovations are designed to 
improve the movement of vehicles and 
students on campus and reduce bus traffic 
on the streets around the school.

Through work sessions and focus 
groups, student safety was identified 
as the top priority for the new campus 
master plan. Discussions involved multiple 
conceptual studies looking at student 
arrival and dropoff, vehicle staging on and 
of campus, and pedestrian circulation.

The best way to achieve this goal 
was to establish an avenue for buses to 
travel through campus and create a single 
consolidated parking lot along Swissvale 
Avenue for teachers, staff, and visitors. 

This new amenity also alleviates 
parking pressure in the surrounding 
neighborhoods.

To create “curb appeal,” the project 
will include large rain gardens, canopy 
trees, and native plants. This plan 
includes protecting the largest number of 
historically significant trees on campus to 
ensure that the benefits and beauty of their 
existing canopy is maintained. 

In addition, the existing landscape is 
being replaced, in this first phase alone, 
with 86 new trees, almost 500 new shrubs 
and over 2,700 new ornamental grasses 

and perennials.
In an effort to be a responsible partner 

in the local watershed, an underground 
stormwater structure will be installed 
under the new parking area to manage the 
release of rainwater from campus.

The goal is to have all work completed 
prior to students’ return to the campus for 
school in August.

The campus administration reports 
that they are excited about the positive 
impact this project will make, not only for 
their students, but for the surrounding 
community as well. 

WPSD, founded in 1869, is a non-
profit, tuition-free school, providing 
academic and extracurricular programs to 
deaf and hard of hearing children from 
birth through twelfth grade.

Wilkinsburg Neighbor Working to Improve Grounds, Benefit Community
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Wilkinsburg Borough
www.wilkinsburgpa.gov

AUGUST
Mon., 1 Infrastructure and Blight Committee, 6 p.m.
Tues.,  2 Planning Commission, 6:30 p.m.
Wed., 3 Council Work Session, 7 p.m.
Thurs., 4 Personnel, Policies, and Procedures, 6 p.m.
Mon., 8 Finance, Budget and Capital, 6 p.m.
Mon., 8 Shade Tree Commission, 6:30 p.m.
Wed.,  10 Special Events, Music, Art, Seniors, 6 p.m.
Thurs., 11 Personnel, Policies, and Procedures, 6 p.m.
Thurs., 18 Personnel, Policies, and Procedures, 6 p.m.
Mon.,  22 Joint Tax Committee, 5:30 p.m.
Thurs.,  25 Personnel, Policies, and Procedures, 6 p.m.

Borough Calendar

Meetings are scheduled for the Borough Building, but subject to change. 

The Borough is making progress 
on several large projects that have been 
reported in previous issues of The Sun. 
It can take over a year or longer to scope 
and estimate projects, secure funding via 
grants, publicly bid the work, enter into 
contract with a contractor, and begin 
work. So, progress can sometimes seem 
incremental.  

However, the Borough can report 
the status on several projects as complete, 
scheduled to begin, or out for bid.

Hunter Park 
Work at Hunter Park on installation 

of new slides and a zip line is completed, 
and children are already enjoying the new 
attractions, even as the new grass grows on 
the regraded ground.

New bollards are on order for 
placement along Hunter Street, and 
bollards and coated wire fencing are also 
on order as a permanent barrier behind 
the slides. 

 
Whitney Storm Sewer Rehabilitation 

The Borough is currently advertising 
for public bids for this project to install a 
new storm sewer line on Whitney Avenue 
between East End Avenue and Mifflin 
Avenues.  As residents in this area know 

too well this interchange is not serviced by 
stormwater lines, but, rather, by a storm 
water sump, which for years has been filled 
with silt and no longer functions. This 
project will remove the sump and replace 
it with several blocks of new storm water 
sewer line.

Sealed bids opened on July 14, with 

Council awarding the work to the qualified 
low bidder at the July 20 legislative meeting.

Act 152 2021 Grant Demolition 
Project 

Last year, the Borough was awarded 
$136,940 as part of the Allegheny County 
Blight Removal Program Act 152 grants.  
This grant will be used to demolish 
eight houses on Franklin Avenue and 
two houses on Ross Avenue, near the 
intersection with Coal Street. The houses 
to be demolished include 744, 746, 754, 
802, 803, 807, 810, and 812 Franklin 
Avenue and 1006 and 1012 Ross Avenue. 
These houses were part of a total of 18 
houses that the Borough had submitted in 
its grant application.

Minniefield Demolition was awarded 
the contract as the low, qualified bidder. 
Demolition work will begin in late July or 
the first part of August.  

Borough Building Roof Replacement 
In 2021 the Borough issued a $2 

million-dollar bond for the purpose of 

Projects Advance throughout Borough 

continued on page 10
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Hidden Gem Bookstore Garners Praise
Fungus Books & Records, located 

at 700 1/2 S Trenton Avenue, opened 
its doors in late September 2021. With 
less than a year in Wilkinsburg, this 
secondhand bookshop has already made a 
name for itself.

Co-owners and book dealers Ed Steck, 
Seth Glick, and Michael Seamans are 
all from the Pittsburgh area and have a 
passion for literature, music, and art. After 
putting their interests and collections 

together, they began selling online. When 
they needed a place for their stock, this 
Wilkinsburg bookstore was born.

“We started the shop together, and 
it kind of started out just seeing if we 
could keep it going on the weekends and 
it’s worked out really well,” Steck said. 
“We had a really great response in the 
community, and we love it here. And I live 
right around the corner.”

Steck was involved in the Wilkinsburg 
community as a teenager, and so after he 

returned to Pittsburgh with his wife, he 
wanted to live in Wilkinsburg.

“I just really loved the community 
here,” Steck said. When asked why 
Wilkinsburg was chosen as Fungus Books’ 
location. “I spent a lot of time here, 
worked here, and felt comfortable here.”

Fungus Books & Records takes pride 
in connecting with their community and 
cultivating what’s on their shelves and 
walls to appeal to customers.“We do little 

art shows with 
artists that we know 
or we appreciate the 
work of, and we’re 
going to start a little 
publishing house 
out of here, too,” 
Steck said.

According 
to Steck, the 
community 
response has 
been amazing, 
and created a 
very positive 
environment both 
within the store and 
Wilkinsburg as a 
community.

“Everyone has 
been really excited 
to come in, and I 
love all the other 
businesses around 
us. I love everyone,” 
Steck said. “It’s 
super cheerful to go 

outside and have everyone say hi.”
“We were very excited and 

overwhelmed by the response, and quickly 
realized we needed to build that up more,” 
Steck said. “It’s awesome.”

Some specific genres of literature that 
they look for are poetry, science fiction, 
horror, books on botany, music, art, 
film, and Pittsburgh history. Sometimes 
they have books for free, and they also 
sell collector’s editions, so there’s truly 
something for everyone.

Google reviews of Fungus Books call 
it “a rare collection and real contribution 
to the community,” an “excellently curated 
selection of books and records you’re not 
likely to find anywhere else,” and “truly a 
labor of love.”

The owners work a lot with other 
collectors and dealers, as well as go on 
trips out-of-state to buy books for the store. 
“We also do individual hunting, too, so if 
we’re out and about at bookstores or book 
sales, yard sales, flea markets...,” Steck said, 
“we’re kind of always looking.”

Steck, Glick, and Seamans are 
enthusiastic about the work they do. “We 
wanted to open up a bookstore that we 
would want to go to and spend money 
at,” Steck said. “Thanks to Wilkinsburg. 
Thanks to everybody for having us.”

Visit Fungus Books & Records at 
700 1/2 S Trenton Ave on Thursdays and 
Fridays from 12 p.m.–6 p.m., Saturdays 
from 10 a.m.–5 p.m., and Sundays 
from 11 a.m.–3 p.m. Visit their website, 
www.fungusbooks.com, to search their 
inventory, see new arrivals, or request a 
specific book. Contact info@fungusbooks.
com for more information.
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School District
www.wilkinsburgschools.org

Wilkinsburg School
District

Kelly Primary - Pre-K through 1st grade
Turner Intermediate - Grades 2-6

 

Did You Know?

Virtual Academy
Engaging and collaborative

online learning option for our
students.

Personalized
Learning Plans

To support student learning
strengths and opportunities.

Balanced Learning
Approach

Students spend 120-minutes
on literacy and 90-minutes on

Math daily.

Pre-K Counts
Program

Free, full-day programming for
qualified Wilkinsburg residents

from surrounding areas.

Disney Musical Grant
One of three school districts in

Allegheny County that were
awarded a three-year grant for

drama, singing and
choreography.

School-Wide Positive
Behavior Interventions

and Support Model
Addresses student social and

emotional growth opportunities
with individualized coaching.

Small Class Sizes
An average classroom size is 14 students or less.

Free After School
Programming

Programming is offered Monday-Thursday to
students at both buildings and includes help with

school work, unique activities, 
dinner, play, and fun.

Spanish In Grades Pre-K to 6
All of our students take immersive Spanish classes. 

 We are one of two schools in Western
Pennsylvania that offer the subject to ALL students.

Excellent Instrumental Program
Students in grades 4-6 have the opportunity to play

an instrument.  Over 70 of our students currently
participate in this offering.

www.WilkinsburgSchools.org

Chromebooks
Each child is issued a computer
to use during the school year.
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“We love Project Peace!  We saw your 
artwork and beautiful gardens!  We love 
what you are doing, young people. Keep 
up the good work!” women cheered as as 
Project for Peace participants walked down 
Wallace Avenue in 90-degree heat.  

From June 22-25, 17 youth interns 
from Wilkinsburg, surrounding 
communities and three local congregations 
(Christian Church of Wilkinsburg, Ethnan 
Temple Seventh Day Adventist Church and 
Waverly Presbyterian Church), a mission 
group from Zionsville Christian Church in 
Indiana, and occasional volunteers from 
a youth group from Covenant Church of 
Pittsburgh and adult volunteers from the 
Wilkinsburg Sanctuary Project for Peace 
and Moms Demand Action gathered to 
work. 

They reported accomplishing the 
following:

• Building garden 
beds and a peace garden 
across the street from 
Hosanna House on 
Wallace Avenue.

• Building peace 
benches for the gardens 
and peace poles, which 
were designed by Clifton 
McGill with a dove on 
top of the letter “W” for 
Wilkinsburg.  These poles 
will grace gardens across 
the borough later this 
summer as we pollinate 
peace.

• Photographing and 
displaying artwork on 
banners from five years’ 
worth of Art and Talent 
Shows for Peace on the 
chain link fence beside 
the Christian Church 
of Wilkinsburg at 748 
Wallace Avenue

• Creating a second 
peace garden with a bench 
outside of Ethnan Temple 
Seventh Day Adventist 
Church on Wood street

• Clearing out 

Project Peace Makes a Difference in Wilkinsburg
numerous overgrown lots on 
Singer Place (Lamontai Ross 
led that work crew) and an 
abandoned home on North 
Avenue (Laura Johnson 
leading). 

The homes were then 
boarded up with boards 
painted by the youth so that 
two non-profits, Hosanna 
House and Sleeping 
Octopus, can renovate these 
homes to put new families 
in them.

Then on Saturday 
afternoon the grand finale 
happened when they 
installed a large mural of 

hands clasped together to “Work for Peace” 
on the corner of Penn and Hill Avenue, 

sketched by local artist John Shook and 
painted by the youth. 

Every motorist on Penn Avenue will be 
able to see that gift and be inspired to join 
hands as the communicty workw together 
for peace on our streets!

Project Peace is funded by a grant from 
Everytown Against Gun Violence —one of 
only ten grants across the nation—thanks 
to a unique partnership between the 
Wilkinsburg Sanctuary Project for Peace 
and Moms Demand Action. 

—Pastor Janet Hellner-Burris, President of 
Wilkinsburg Sanctuary Project for PeacePeace bench and garden across from Hosanna House.

Drekir Scott helping to build peace benches for gardens.

The new “Work for Peace” mural.
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wilkinsburgchamber.com

The Wilkinsburg Thursday Market is  
MOVING…
We are excited to announce the partnership between the 
Wilkinsburg Thursday Market and the Borough’s Art in the 
Park for the 2020 season.  
Beginning June 4th through August 27th, the Market will be 
open every Thursday at the “Parklet on Penn Avenue” from 
4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. with music and activities with Art in the 
Park scheduled from 6:30 – 8:30 p.m.  The Market’s focus will 
be on fresh food and healthy habits. 
More information on our vendors and activities to come.   
Interested in being involved in the Market? 

Email info@wilkinsburgchamber.com

 WILKINSBURG PROUD 
There are many ways to demonstrate pride in our community 
– buy from local business, volunteer to help at community 
events, support community organizations and keep our 
streets clean and litter free. 
The Wilkinsburg Chamber of Commerce believes that if 
it is good for the community it is good for business.  The 
Chamber will launch a new initiative, Wilkinsburg Proud, with 
support from UPMC, Nine Mile Run Watershed Association 
and Pennwood Paint & Supply Company, to show our 
community pride by keeping our business district clean. 
The first phase will begin with a clean-up of the 700 block of 
Penn Avenue in May and, with additional support, continue 
through the summer of 2020. 
Volunteer for Wilkinsburg Proud!  

Contact info@wilkinsburgchamber.com
 

UPCOMING EVENTS
Saturday, April 11  •  9:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.    
Nine Mile Run Spring Stream Sweep

Saturday, April 11  •  11:00 am - 2:00 p.m. 
Shred-It Event & Facility Tours Guardian Storage  
Brinton Rd. 

Thursday, April 16  •  8:00 - 9:00 a.m.  
Chamber Board of Directors Meeting, 900 Wood St.

Saturday, April 18  •  Noon - 3:00 p.m.  
Garden Dreams Community Open House  
806 Holland Ave.

Tuesday, April 28  •  5:00 - 7:00 p.m.  
Wilkinsburg After Hours  
Wilkinsburg Borough Building

JOIN THE CHAMBER. BE INVOLVED. 
MAKE A DIFFERENCE.

900 Wood Street, 2nd Floor • Wilkinsburg, PA 15221  
412.242.0234 • info@wilkinsburgchamber.com 
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 WILKINSBURG PROUD 
There are many ways to demonstrate pride in our community 
– buy from local business, volunteer to help at community 
events, support community organizations and keep our 
streets clean and litter free. 
The Wilkinsburg Chamber of Commerce believes that if 
it is good for the community it is good for business.  The 
Chamber will launch a new initiative, Wilkinsburg Proud, with 
support from UPMC, Nine Mile Run Watershed Association 
and Pennwood Paint & Supply Company, to show our 
community pride by keeping our business district clean. 
The first phase will begin with a clean-up of the 700 block of 
Penn Avenue in May and, with additional support, continue 
through the summer of 2020. 
Volunteer for Wilkinsburg Proud!  

Contact info@wilkinsburgchamber.com
 

UPCOMING EVENTS
Saturday, April 11  •  9:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.    
Nine Mile Run Spring Stream Sweep

Saturday, April 11  •  11:00 am - 2:00 p.m. 
Shred-It Event & Facility Tours Guardian Storage  
Brinton Rd. 

Thursday, April 16  •  8:00 - 9:00 a.m.  
Chamber Board of Directors Meeting, 900 Wood St.

Saturday, April 18  •  Noon - 3:00 p.m.  
Garden Dreams Community Open House  
806 Holland Ave.

Tuesday, April 28  •  5:00 - 7:00 p.m.  
Wilkinsburg After Hours  
Wilkinsburg Borough Building

JOIN THE CHAMBER. BE INVOLVED. 
MAKE A DIFFERENCE.

Calling All Pet Owners
LocalPet has opened at 702 South Trenton Avenue next 

door to Red Dog Grooming.
Owner Brad Scheidmantel brings years of pet store 

experience and great options for quality pet products to a 
friendly neighborhood pet store.

Stop by for food, treats and toys. LocalPet is opened 7 days 
a week: Monday-Friday 10 a.m.–6 p.m. Saturday 9 a.m.–1 p.m.. 
Sunday 9 a.m.–Noon.

Welcome to the neighborhood, LocalPet!

Thursday Market—Shop and 
Dance Every Thursday

The Wilkinsburg Thursday Market is open 
every Thursday from 4–6 p.m. in the Harold 
Young Sr. Parklet. They have farm fresh produce 
from Triple B Farm and The Small Farmer on a 
pay-what-you-can basis.

You’ll also find sweets, prepared foods, 
jewelry, local artists, and local wine. Come out to shop and stay 
to dance with DJ Roland Ford.

Owner Brad Scheidmantel in front of his new pet shop at 
702 S. Trenton Avenue. Below, a peek at some of the shelves 
at LocalPet.
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effecting major repairs to the Borough 
Building at 605 Ross Avenue and for other 
capital projects.

The first phase of the 605 Ross 
projects will be the replacement of the 
building’s roof. The slate portion of the 
roof is original to the building, which was 
constructed in 1940.  

The project was open for public bid, 
with sealed bids opened on July 18, and 
Council awarding the project to the lowest 
qualified bidder.  The Borough hopes to 
begin the work in early fall.  

The Sun will continue to update 
progress on these projects throughout the 
year.

Ardmore Storm Sewer and Hay Street 
Reconstruction

The Borough is also in the process 
of applying for grants to complete the 
funding of two other large projects: 

•  The Ardmore Storm Sewer 
Rehabilitation Project will repair a 
damaged storm water line along Ardmore 
Boulevard between Franklin and Brinton 
Road.  

•  The Hay Street Reconstruction 
Project will reconstruct Hay Street from 
South Avenue to Penn Avenue, regrading 
the street and replacing the historic brick 
surface. This project is partially funded 
by a Penn DoT multimodal grant; the 
Borough will be applying for a CFA 
multimodal grant in July to provide the 
remaining $159,000 to complete funding 
of the project. 

BOROUGH, from page 5

Above and right: New equipment at the Hunter 
playground.



WILKINSBURG
HEALTHY BABIES ZONE 

Healthy Baby Zone Wilkinsburg:

Learn more aboutLearn more about   
our initiatives inour initiatives in

Wilkinsburg and howWilkinsburg and how
you can get involved!you can get involved!  

Healthy Babies Zone (HBZ) Wilkinsburg is a community-centered group working within the areas of education and early childcare, built
environment, economic development, community services and health. Leveraging the strengths of Wilkinsburg, we strive to support

families and address inequities impacting infant mortality. The core partners of HBZ are Healthy Start, Inc., Pittsburgh, Allegheny
County Health Department Maternal and Child Health Division, Trying Together, Women for a Healthy Environment, Civically, and The

University of Pittsburgh Centers for Health Equity. We are guided by our Community Champion, Ms. Toni Watkins and other Community
Health Advocates to deliver resources, policy and programming making Wilkinsburg a community where every baby is healthy and

supported to reach their full potential.

Text the word "WIILKINSBURGHBZ" to (866) 554-2709 to subscribe for updates!

Breastfeeding Family
Friendly Community

Wilkinsburg 
Walking Path 

Healthy Babies Zone HBZWilkinsburg

WILKINSBURG WALKING PATH 
Join the Healthy BabyJoin the Healthy Baby

Zone Team for our GroupZone Team for our Group
Walks every ThursdayWalks every Thursday
through September!through September!

Harold Young Parklet at 6 pm!Harold Young Parklet at 6 pm!  
Directly following the weekly Farmer's MarketDirectly following the weekly Farmer's Market
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Pittsburgh Urban 
Christian School (PUCS) 
hosted its 40th Anniversary 
Celebration under a large 
tent at Ferguson Park in 
Wilkinsburg on May 21.

Founders, alumni, 
teachers, families, and 
donors came together to 
reflect on PUCS’ past and 
present, while dreaming 
about the school’s future. 

The celebration began 
with tours in the school buildings. Many 
attendees called this time an “unexpected 
reunion” as they reconnected with former 
classmates, teachers, and friends. The event 
then moved to Ferguson Park for a dinner 
and program, catered by Baby Loves Tacos, 
a Bloomfield restaurant owned by PUCS 
Alum Zack Shell. 

PUCS Celebrates 40 Years of Integrated, Urban Education

The program opened with a 
documentary of PUCS’ history, created 
by local videographer Daymon Long. 
Presenters at the dinner included Jonathan 
C. Ray, PUCS’ Executive Director, Carlos 
T. Carter, president and CEO of the Urban 
League of Greater Pittsburgh who grew up 
in Wilkinsburg, and four  alumni. Dr. Terry 
Thomas, professor of biblical studies at 

Geneva College and one of 
the founders (who also grew 
up in Wilkinsburg), served 
as the event’s emcee. Overall, 
the celebration raised over 
$71,000 to be used for 
capital projects and general 
operating expenses. 

PUCS started in 1981 
with a small group who 
envisioned a place where 
children from all over the 
city could learn, discover, 

and explore side-by-side, guided by the 
principle that “all of life is rooted in Christ 
the Redeemer who is the integrator of our 
lives.” Serving a diverse group of students in 
an urban setting has always been a part of its 
mission. Today, PUCS enrolls 152 students 
in grades Pre-K-8th grade, and over 40% of 
the student body are students of color.


