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Recently, the Wilkinsburg Community 
Development Corporation (WCDC), with 
the help of the Verdin Clock Company, 
restored Wilkinsburg’s historic clock on 
the face of the restored train station. 

At night, the clock is illuminated so 
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Sota Construction workers put final touches on the installation of the train station’s restored timepiece.

passersby can still tell what time it is. The 
Roman-numeraled clock is original to the 
station, which was built in the Beaux Arts 
architectural style in 1916.

The renovated station is zoned as a 
mixed-use commercial property and has 

8,400 square feet of space available for 
lease.

The WCDC is encouraging everyone 
to take pictures and tag them in social 
media posts to collect different images of 
the clock at different times of day.

What Time Is It?

Borrow a Nature Backpack from the Library!  See page 2.
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The Wilkinsburg Sun is a free, monthly community 
newsletter published by the volunteer Wilkinsburg 
Community Newsletter Board, with the support of 
the Wilkinsburg Borough, the Wilkinsburg School 
District, the Wilkinsburg Chamber of Commerce, 
and the Wilkinsburg Community Development 
Corporation. The Sun is printed by Knepper Press. 
Please submit all articles and calendar events to: 
editor@wilkinsburgsun.com, or by mail, P.O. Box 
86064, Wilkinsburg, PA 15221. Please submit articles 
5 weeks before publication and calendar events 
3 weeks before publication. To advertise, e-mail 
adsales@wilkinsburgsun.com, or call 412.680.1381. 
The Sun accepts submitted articles provided they are 
related to Wilkinsburg and are civic-minded. The Sun 
reserves the right to withhold articles from print. 
Please note that The Sun does not publish political or 
opinion pieces.

Sign up to receive The Sun 
by email at eepurl.com/v0iBP 
and friend us on Facebook.

Opportunity to Give
Foster Love Project will once again 

be providing 250 gifts this holiday season 
for kids who are impacted by foster care 
and adoption. Their Center, located on 
S. Trenton Ave., serves foster youth year 
round. If you would be interested in being 
matched to provide a child’s personalized 
gift request, please reach out to info@
fosterloveproject.org. Staff groups that can 
provide 10 or more gifts are also welcome. 

Volunteer for Tree Planting Event
On Saturday, October 29, the 

Wilkinsburg’s Shade Tree Committee will 
host a tree planting, the second street-tree 
planting of 2022, from 9 a.m.–noon.

Fourteen street trees will be planted at 
locations in Ward 3. TreeVitalize partnered 
with the committee to select optimal 
planting locations, provide the right tree 
for the right location at no cost to the 
Borough, prepare the planting sites, train 
volunteers, and supply tools. 

Volunteers are needed! Refreshments, 
training, and all supplies will be 
provided. Please join us by contacting 
WilkinsburgShadeTree@gmail.com. 
Planting a tree is a fun, educational, and 
rewarding activity!

Planting events are planned months 
in advance. The Shade Tree Committee 
is planning spring and fall plantings for 
2023, and they want your input. 

They can help with shade-tree or 
yard-tree plantings in your area. Is there a 
location in your neighborhood that might 
need a new shade tree? Please contact 
WilkinsburgShadeTree@gmail.com with 
questions or suggestions about new tree 
plantings.

Library Events
• Adult library 

Connecting Seniors, October 7, 10 a.m.—
Online.

Halloween Movie, October 25, 2 p.m.—
Showing the movie Nope.

Nature Walk, October 26, 1 p.m. 
Blood Drive, October 28, 10 a.m.–3 p.m.—

Walk-ins accepted, but you can visit the 
library web page for information on how to 
pre-register. Or, call the library to register.
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• Children’s library
Halloween Scavenger Hunt and Sensory 

Bin, All month in October.—Search around 
the Children’s Dept. for spooky creatures 
hiding in the library. Find all to win a 
special treat. Young kids enjoy playing in 
the October themed sensory bin.

Halloween Bash, October 28, 4–6 p.m.—
Wear your costume and celebrate this 
festive holiday with a party. Games, food, 
prizes, and more will be open to everyone 
at the bash this year.

Afterschool Super Snacks, everyday, 3:30 
p.m.–6p.m.—Free healthy super snacks for 
youth. Ages 0–18. 

Tech Tuesdays, Tuesdays, 4 p.m.–6 p.m.—
Engineer and program your own technical 
device. Teens manipulate virtual worlds 
using a VR headset. Ages 6 - 18

Make & Take Wednesdays at Eastridge 
Branch, Wednesdays,10 a.m.–6 p.m.—
The library gives you the supplies and 
instructions. All you need to do is follow 
along. Pick up the weekly project kit at 
WPL’s Eastridge Branch. Kits available 
while supplies last, first come, first served.  
Ages 6–18.

Lego Club, Wednesdays, 4 p.m.–5 p.m.—
The library provides the LEGOs®, and you 
provide the know-how! Ages 6–18.

Crafty Thursdays, Thursdays, 4 p.m.–6 
p.m.—Bring out your artistic side with 
paints, ceramics, clay, beads, fabric, 
sharpies, and more! Ages 6–18.

Film Fridays, Oct. 14 & 28, 4 
p.m.–6 p.m.—Enjoy a family-friendly movie 
while enjoying a fresh popped bag of 
popcorn. All ages welcomed!

Saturday Storytime, Oct. 8 & 22, 1 p.m.—
Storytime has moved to Saturdays every 
other week. Stories, songs, shakers, and 
craft for children with guardian. Ages 2–6.

Check Out a Nature Backpack!
UpstreamPgh recently received grant 

funding from The Rita McGinley Fund of 
The Pittsburgh Foundation and the Grable 
Foundation to create nature backpacks to 
be checked out of the Wilkinsburg Library.  
Each backpack has its own theme, and 
offers all sorts of fun materials that folks 
can use in self-guided nature exploration. 
There will be a backpack for each of the 

following four themes: trees, “nature in my 
neighborhood,” birds, and insects. 

These grab-and-go packs will allow 
people of all ages to engage with the 
environment around them in a flexible 
and meaningful way, as well as provide fun 
and educational bonding experiences for 
families. The tree-themed backpack will 
have four different tree ID guides, arts and 
crafts materials, binoculars, a magnifying 
glass, a scavenger hunt, and a booklet with 
activities for folks of all ages.
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Save A Lot Reopens Under New Ownership
Save A Lot, Wilkinsburg’s hometown 

grocery store, celebrated its grand 
reopening under new ownership on 
September 8. The new owners are Horizon 
Management, Inc., of Boardman, Ohio, 
located about an hour away. 

Horizon is owned by the Kawecki 
and Nemenz families, who also operate 
twenty Save A Lot stores in Ohio and 
Pennsylvania and have been in the grocery 
business for over thirty years. Horizon 
began managing operation of the Save A 
Lot earlier this year, and the changes they 
have made are already apparent.  

Council members and residents have 
noted the improved repair and maintenance 
of the two Save A Lot parking lots. The 
lots are now litter free and well kept. In 
September, Horizon sealed and relined the 
parking spaces. Also, two brand new signs 
were installed at both ends of the parking 
lots, providing a welcome refresh to the 
surrounding street scape. 

Resident feedback from shoppers is 
enthusiastic about the upgrades made to 
the in-store shopping experience, product 
selection, and merchandising. According 
to Horizon, efforts are underway to expand 
and improve produce, meat, and poultry 
offerings.

According to Henry Nemenz of 
Horizon, the new owners hope to reflect 
food preferences, diets, and recipes of 
Wilkinsburg residents in their product 
offering.They welcome customer suggestions.

Council Vice President Paige Trice 
officiated at a ribbon cutting ceremony 
at the grand opening. Trice noted in her 
remarks that prior to Save A Lot opening, 
Wilkinsburg was a food desert, with 
residents compelled to travel for miles to 
do their grocery shopping. She welcomed 
Horizon and the Kawecki and Nemenz 
families and thanked them for their 
commitment to the Borough. 

Many other Borough Council members 
were on hand for the celebration, including 
Pamela Macklin, Linda Atkins, William 

Smith, and Nicole Santella. Members of the 
Wilkinsburg Police Department were also 
part of the welcome wagon.

Save A Lot’s ribbon cutting and celebration on September 8.

Wilkinsburg Citizen Police 
Academy begins Oct. 11.

Call 412.244.2919 for more 
informationVisit Borough Web Page for Council and Committee Meeting Times
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Pittsburgh Dry Cleaners, Staple of Community, to Close

Sisters Beth Weber and Karen S. 
Kurpiewski have been working at Pittsburgh 
Dry Cleaners and Furriers, Inc., at 618 
Wood Street in Wilkinsburg since they were 
twelve years old. They inherited the business 
from their father, who first opened it along 
with a pair of twins he had befriended while 
serving during World War II.

“It’s quite a story,” Kurpiewski, 
president of the business, said. “But the 
three of them were able to stay together. 
They ended up in Guam, and in Guam, 
where they were based, they had no laundry 
facilities. So, basically, the three of them 
made a washer out of a fifty-five-gallon 
drum and hooked it up to some kind of 
motor.”

According to Kurpiewski, the twins 
were from Wilkinsburg, and after the war 
they stayed in touch. When they noticed 
how lucrative the dry cleaning business was, 
they invited her father to open up a dry 
cleaners with them. 

Eventually, both Kurpiewski and Weber 
would begin working there. “My dad used 
to have to drag us down here to work on a 
Saturday when it was booming,” Kurpiewski 
said. “We just hated it.”

They both grew to love the business 
and working there. However, in the 
near future, this long-term part of the 
Wilkinsburg Community will be closing. 
Weber, vice president, states that they’re 
looking towards the end of the year as a 

timeframe, because they have both reached 
retirement age.

Kurpiewski referred to Pittsburgh Dry 
Cleaners as an “anchor in the community,” 
and stated that she enjoyed connecting with 
customers while working. They’re still in the 
process of feeling things out and connecting 
with people, so they don’t yet know who 
the building will be sold to and for what 
purpose. However, both sisters share the 
same hope for what will happen to the 
building and the business in the future.

“In a perfect world, somebody would 
want to purchase the Cleaners, and 
continue it as a dry cleaning business,” 
Weber said. “Dry cleaning businesses are 
just closing down. I think there’s a lot of 
people in our position: they inherited it 
from their fathers, maybe even grandfathers, 
and they’re done. They’ve reached that 

retirement age, and so there’s a lot of them 
closing. I don’t know what people are going 
to do in the coming years for getting their 
clothes cleaned.”

There used to be many more dry 
cleaning businesses in Wilkinsburg, 
according to Kurpiewski. Both a tailor shop 
and tuxedo shop used to double as dry 
cleaning businesses within walking distance 
from Pittsburgh Dry Cleaners, but now they 
are both gone.

 “I really just hope that somebody is 
willing to give it an effort, and is going to 
purchase it,” Weber said. “I’d hate to lose 
this in the community. I really, really would. 
I think we’re beneficial to the community, 
and I’d hate to lose that.”

The Wilkinsburg Community 
Development Corporation (WCDC) offers 
resources and support to local businesses at 
any stage in the process, whether starting or 
ending their business. 

If you’re looking for assistance with 
your business or are interested in succession 
planning, email Business Development 
Specialist Gordon Manker, gordon@
wilkinsburgcdc.org.
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By Kelly Hanna—Public Relations Officer for Wilkinsburg School District

Principal at Kelly: Family Engagement Is Key
Kelly Primary is one of 

two schools in the Wilkinsburg 
School District. It has a student 
population of approximately 
225, with classes in Pre-K 
through 1st grade.

Rachel Gardocky was hired 
as a teacher in the district 
three years ago. Her leadership 
characteristics quickly surfaced, 
and she was promoted to 
virtual academy coordinator 
when the school’s online 
program commenced during the 
pandemic. 

Rachel worked with 
teachers, students and families and created an engaging, rigorous 
program for students who took advantage of the online offering.  

Attendance was excellent and 
the students did well with 
assignments and testing. 

Her online students took 
Spanish and were able to come to 
Turner Intermediate to participate 
in band. 

While Rachel was leading 
the program, she worked hard 
to earn her degree at California 
University of Pennsylvania (CAL 
U) so that she could lead a school 
and become a principal.

Her platform for learning 
is strong as she is an enormous 
supporter of project-based 

learning. She feels that this type of learning is more fun and 
engaging and gives teachers extra support to truly engage students. 

Research shows that project-based learning promotes 
academic progress, but also improves students’ social and 
emotional skills. In an elementary focused study, project-
based learning classrooms out-performed traditional 
classrooms by at least eight percentage points on school-wide 
assessments.

As principal of Kelly Primary, Rachel feels that family 
engagement is the key to total learning and enrichment with 
students. 

She encourages and welcomes parents to be more 
involved in the learning process for their children.

Attending events like Open House, being a chaperone 
on a field trip when needed, scheduling time to meet your 
child’s teacher during parent/teacher conferences, and 
volunteering when opportunities present themselves are all 
ways to engage more with our school community.

OCTOBER
Mon. 10 No school for students

Wed. 19 Early Dismissal, 12:45 p.m.

Mon. 31 End of the 1st nine weeks

NOVEMBER
Tues. 1 No School for students 

Wed. 2 No School for students; Parent Teacher Conference  
  Day 

Wed. 16 Early Dismissal, 12:45 p.m. 

School Calendar

Principal Rachel Gardocky with students.
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WHOLE People. ALL People.

Again this summer, Wilkinsburg Borough, with support 
from the school board, ran a recreation program at Ferguson 
Park. Over the winter, meetings with council and school board 

members discussed how 
to improve the program. 
The decision was made to 
run it part-time, 3–7 p.m., 
Monday through Friday. 
Two Wilkinsburg crossing 
guards ran the program. 
Special presentations and 
science programs were 
made by XPOGO, CMU, 
ALCOSAN, Allegheny 
Co. Mounted Police, our 
Fire Dept, University of 
Pittsburgh, and more. 

Parks and Recreation Summer Recap
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The Wilkinsburg Thursday Market is  
MOVING…
We are excited to announce the partnership between the 
Wilkinsburg Thursday Market and the Borough’s Art in the 
Park for the 2020 season.  
Beginning June 4th through August 27th, the Market will be 
open every Thursday at the “Parklet on Penn Avenue” from 
4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. with music and activities with Art in the 
Park scheduled from 6:30 – 8:30 p.m.  The Market’s focus will 
be on fresh food and healthy habits. 
More information on our vendors and activities to come.   
Interested in being involved in the Market? 

Email info@wilkinsburgchamber.com

 WILKINSBURG PROUD 
There are many ways to demonstrate pride in our community 
– buy from local business, volunteer to help at community 
events, support community organizations and keep our 
streets clean and litter free. 
The Wilkinsburg Chamber of Commerce believes that if 
it is good for the community it is good for business.  The 
Chamber will launch a new initiative, Wilkinsburg Proud, with 
support from UPMC, Nine Mile Run Watershed Association 
and Pennwood Paint & Supply Company, to show our 
community pride by keeping our business district clean. 
The first phase will begin with a clean-up of the 700 block of 
Penn Avenue in May and, with additional support, continue 
through the summer of 2020. 
Volunteer for Wilkinsburg Proud!  

Contact info@wilkinsburgchamber.com
 

UPCOMING EVENTS
Saturday, April 11  •  9:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.    
Nine Mile Run Spring Stream Sweep

Saturday, April 11  •  11:00 am - 2:00 p.m. 
Shred-It Event & Facility Tours Guardian Storage  
Brinton Rd. 

Thursday, April 16  •  8:00 - 9:00 a.m.  
Chamber Board of Directors Meeting, 900 Wood St.

Saturday, April 18  •  Noon - 3:00 p.m.  
Garden Dreams Community Open House  
806 Holland Ave.

Tuesday, April 28  •  5:00 - 7:00 p.m.  
Wilkinsburg After Hours  
Wilkinsburg Borough Building

JOIN THE CHAMBER. BE INVOLVED. 
MAKE A DIFFERENCE.
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The Chamber Has Moved
The Wilkinsburg Chamber of Commerce and the 

GWCAA (Greater Wilkinsburg Community Advancement 
Association) have a new address:

305 South Trenton Avenue 
Wilkinsburg, PA 15221 
We look forward to serving the community from our 

new office. 

Business After Hours Resume
Join the Chamber on October 4 for the first post-

pandemic Business After Hours. There will be networking 
and refreshments from 5–6:30 p.m. at Local Pet, 702 S. 
Trenton Avenue. See you there!

Introduce yourself and your business to the community 
at a Business After Hours event. Contact Vicki Cherney at 
Wilkinsburg.pa.chamber@gmail.com to schedule. 

Mark Your Calendars For Harvest Fest 
Join the community for Harvest Fest at the Wilkinsburg 

Thursday market on Thursday, October 13 from 4–6 p.m. at 
the Harold Young Sr. Parklet on Penn Avenue in the business 
district. 

Don’t miss this end of season celebration with free 
pumpkins, apple cider, music, face painting and, of course, 
our fabulous vendors and farm fresh produce. 

Tree Pittsburgh will be there to distribute free trees for 
your yard (Limit two per household. Advance registration 
required at treepittsburgh.org/wilkinsburg-fall-22.)

we're hiring!we're hiring!

7516 Meade st. 
Pittsburgh, PA 

15208

412-242-3598

www.eastendfood.coop

open to every 
one, every day.

8 am - 8 pm
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Breastfeeding Family
Friendly Community
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