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UpstreamPgh is 
moving forward towards 
construction of its 
first Climate Resilient 
Infrastructure project, 
and it will be built in 
Wilkinsburg. Since early 
2020, UpstreamPgh 
has been developing 
plans to retrofit two of 
Wilkinsburg’s municipal 
parking lots with Green 
Stormwater Infrastructure 
(GSI), alongside other 
upgrades like LED 
lighting, electronic vehicle 
(EV) charging stations, 
bicycle racks, and a new bus shelter. 

With plans complete, a contractor 
selected, and the final hurdles cleared, 
construction is set to begin on Phase I at 
the Wallace Avenue and South Avenue 
Parking Lots in mid-September.

For 20 years ,UpstreamPgh has 
been working to address the region’s 
stormwater challenges: heavy rains, aging 
infrastructure, flooding, and poor water 
quality. 

Over the years the organization has 
distributed rain barrels, planted trees, built 
rain gardens, and developed larger scale 
Green Stormwater Infrastructure (GSI) on 
both public and private land with the goal 
of managing stormwater where it falls. 

Using high-level analyses, 
UpstreamPgh has been able to identify not 
only high need, but also high impact areas 
where the co-benefits of GSI contribute to 

the revitalization of communities.
The Wilkinsburg parking lots, which 

are the largest publicly-owned paved 
surface in the watershed, were identified as 
a high impact project based for stormwater 
capture. 

By removing the raised medians 
from the parking lots and replacing them 
with sunken swales and rain gardens, 
UpstreamPgh will manage 2 million 
gallons of stormwater annually, removing 
it completely, or reducing peaks during 
storms.

Rather than flowing directly into the 
storm sewer, rain water will be intercepted 
in the swales and gardens where water 
can infiltrate or be taken up by plants and 
trees. 

The additional water and room to 
grow will help these trees thrive and 
eventually provide shade and reduce the 
urban heat island effect in Wilkinsburg 

business district. Plants will 
include primarily native 
species well adapted for 
wet conditions and the 
potentially harsh urban 
environment while still 
providing seasonal visual 
interest and forage for birds 
and insects.

Further parking lot 
improvements planned 
in partnership with 
Wilkinsburg Borough and 
Duquesne Light include 
new perimeter lighting and 
the replacement of parking 
meters with parking kiosks. 

While Phase I of the project includes 
all of Wallace Avenue parking lot and 
a portion of the South Avenue parking 
lot north of South Avenue Methodist 
Church, UpstreamPgh will be working 
with the Borough to secure additional 
funding for Phase 2, which will complete 
the retrofit of South Avenue parking 
lot and hopefully include additional 
enhancements like EV charging stations 
and bicycle racks.

The project is paid for in large part 
by the Pennsylvania Department of 
Environmental Protections Growing 
Greener Grant Program, Heinz 
Endowments, and Colcom Foundation. 

For questions about the project, reach 
out to Watershed Programs Manager, Jan 
Raether (jan@upstreampgh.org). For more 
information about the project visit: tinyurl.
com/WSRPpgh

Upstream PGH Moves on Phase 1 of the 
Wilkinsburg Stormwater Resiliency Project

Plans for the Wallace Avenue parking lot near the school district administration building.
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newsletter published by the volunteer Wilkinsburg 
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the Wilkinsburg Borough, the Wilkinsburg School 
District, the Wilkinsburg Chamber of Commerce, 
and the Wilkinsburg Community Development 
Corporation. The Sun is printed by Knepper Press. 
Please submit all articles and calendar events to: 
editor@wilkinsburgsun.com, or by mail, P.O. Box 
86064, Wilkinsburg, PA 15221. Please submit articles 
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3 weeks before publication. To advertise, e-mail 
adsales@wilkinsburgsun.com, or call 412.680.1381. 
The Sun accepts submitted articles provided they are 
related to Wilkinsburg and are civic-minded. The Sun 
reserves the right to withhold articles from print. 
Please note that The Sun does not publish political or 
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Sign up to receive The Sun 
by email at eepurl.com/v0iBP 
and friend us on Facebook.

Art All Over
Art All Over at the Lohr Gallery 

is back! Check out Ashanté Josey “Free 
Mind” on display every Saturday until 
October 15, 12 p.m.–5 p.m. at WCDC’s 
Lohr Gallery, 725 Wood Street.

Who Needs a Tree?
Does your street need trees? Does 

your yard need a tree? Trees bring beauty 
and character to our neighborhoods and 
provide shade, stormwater protection 
and habitat for birds. Please contact the 
Wilkinsburg Shade Tree Committee 
to apply today for a tree in the fall: 
wilkinsburgshadetree@gmail.com.

Annual Community Block Party 
Saturday, September 24, the Western 

Pennsylvania School for the Deaf (WPSD) 
will host its annual Community Block 
Party from 1–4 p.m.

The party at the WPSD campus is free 
and open to the public. The campus is at 
the corner of Walnut Street and Swissvale 
Avenue in Edgewood near the Wilkinsburg 
line. It’s a fun afternoon for the whole 
family, including games and activities for the 
kids, a petting zoo, food, and more. This 
is an opportunity for local communities to 
come together and develop and strengthen 
relationships with each other. 

Free vendor space is available to 
local businesses and organizations. For 
information about the Block Party or 
vendor space, contact Sarah Bartlebaugh 
at 412.244.4207 or sbartlebaugh@wpsd.
org. Follow WPSD on their website and 
Facebook for updates on the day. 
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Library Events
Love Your Library Fundraiser at Eastridge 

Branch, Sept. 17, 12 p.m.–3 p.m.—Help your 
local Wilkinsburg Public Library and 
Eastridge Branch with a fundraiser. Music, 
food trucks, raffles, 50/50 raffle, bouncy 
house, youth activities, and more will be 
available at this exciting event. 

Wilkinsburg Health and Wellness Fair, 
September 10 from 12 p.m.–6 p.m.—Find 
the library giving out free books for youth. 
(More information about fair on page 3.)

• Adult library
Connecting Seniors, September 1, 

10 a.m.—Monthly casual chat via Zoom.
Career Link, September 7 and 21, 9 

a.m.–12 p.m.—Career Link will be available 
to assist people in the library 

Race: Power of an Illusion, September 10, 
2 p.m.—Join Vince Neal as he continues his 
series.

Movie, September 24, 12 p.m.—Visit web 
site/Facebook or call for movie selection.

Nature Walk, September 28, 1 p.m.—Get 
a free water bottle for participation. 

Job Fair, September 29, 10 a.m., 1 p.m.—
The library is hosting a job fair with 
Career Link. Approximately 16 companies 
will be there ready to interview applicants. 

Blood Drive, October 28, 10 a.m.–3 p.m.—
The library is partnered with the Chamber 
of Commerce to host a blood drive. Go to 
the library’s website or call the library to 
sign up to donate. Please help save lives! 

• Children’s library
Tech Tuesdays, Sept. 6, 13, 20, & 27, 4 

p.m.–6 p.m.—Mess around and program 
new technology. Teens manipulate virtual 
worlds using a VR headset.

Wednesday Storytime, Sept. 7, 14, & 21, 
10 a.m.—Stories, songs, shakers, and craft 
for children with guardian. In October, 
storytime is moving to Saturdays every 
other week. 

Crafty Thursdays, Sept. 1, 8, 15, 22, & 
29, 4 p.m.–6 p.m.—Let out your artistic side 
while painting ceramics, molding clay, 
beading jewelry, and more!

Film Fridays, Sept. 2, 16, & 30, 4 
p.m.–6 p.m.—Enjoy a family friendly movie 
while eating a bag of popcorn.

WPSD Hosts Annual Gala
Join the Western Pennsylvania School 

for the Deaf (WPSD) at the 2022 Auction 
and Gala at the Rivers Casino in downtown 
Pittsburgh on Friday, October 14. 

Enjoy an evening of great food, drinks 
and a variety of silent and live auction items, 
while supporting programs and services that 
WPSD offers to Deaf and Hard of Hearing 
students. Sponsorships and tickets can be 
purchased at www.wpsd.org.
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Wellness and Health (and Fun) Fair
Wilkinsburg Borough’s 2022 Arts in 

the Park series will conclude Saturday, 
September 10 in a celebration of fun and 
health at a Wellness and Health Fair. 

The event culminates this year’s Arts 
in The Park theme of “Healthy Living; 
Healthy Communities,” combining free 
medical screenings and consultations with 
live music and fitness activities.  

“Health and wellness have many 
aspects,” said Linda Atkins, councilwoman 
and chair of the Special Events, Music, 
Art, and Seniors Committee. “There are 
things like mammograms and cholesterol 
screening that require medical care 
provided by professionals. But, we all 
know that fitness and diet can be just as 
important. And, as we’ve tried to celebrate 
this summer, the performing arts are vital 
to mental and physical well-being.”  

The Health Fair will start at 12 p.m. 
and run until 6:30 p.m. All activities 
are free. The festival is open to all and 
designed to provide walk-up access to 
services for single adults, children, and 
families. 

There is truly something of value for 
everyone, with over twenty-five health 
vendors represented, including the UPMC 
Cardiovascular Institute and Health Plan 
Institute.  A Kid Zone will offer activities 
for younger fair attendees.  

Volunteers are needed to help out the 
day of the fair, Saturday, September 10. If 
you can help or if you know someone who 
can help call 412.244.2900 and leave your 
name and number. 

Though services are designed to 
accommodate walk-up service, participants 
are encouraged to make appointments for 
COVID vaccines and mammograms to 
ensure faster service. Mammograms will be 
performed at a nearby medical facility, with 
free shuttless driving people to and from 
the fair.Appointments for mammograms 
can be made at 888.233.6121 and for 
COVID-19 vaccines at 833.653.0518. 
For more information about the fair, 
call 412.641.8996 or via email at 
mageoutreach@upmc.edu. 

Earlier this summer, the Borough 

sponsored a Fusion Belly Dance Showcase 
featuring the Mosaic Dance studio. First-
time participants were surprised at the 
physical discipline and technique involved 
and how dance could be part of one’s 
regular wellness regimen. September 10, 

Dance Moves will further emphasize 
the link between dance and wellness, 
offering free classes 12 p.m.–4:30 p.m.

The fair is produced in partnership 
with the University of Pittsburgh Medical 
Center and is sponsored by Chase Bank 
and the Greater Wilkinsburg Community 
Advancement Association.

Arts in the Park events always come 

with music and the Wellness Fair is no 
exception. Coffe’s Love Trane Band will 
play from 5–7 p.m. Their final set will 
bring down the curtain on this year’s Arts 
in the Park program.

Despite a rained out event last month, 
this year’s Arts in the Park was a success, 
marked by bigger audiences and a diversity 
of performers and activities.

Said Atkins, “We are grateful to all 
the residents, visitors, and performers who 
joined us on Saturday afternoons and early 
evenings this year. It was all great—and 
healthy! —fun.  And we look forward to 
next summer’s events.”

Wilkinsburg Wellness
& Health Fair
Hosted by Wilkinsburg Borough Council

FREE AND
FUN FOR

THE ENTIRE
FAMILY

Saturday, September 10, 2022
12:00PM - 7:00PM

Celebrating
Community

JOIN US FOR FREE
SCREENINGS

For more information, call 412-641-8996 or
email mageeoutreach@upmc.edu

Mammograms
888-233-6121

COVID-19 Vaccines
833-653-0518

For more information,
go to Wilkinsburgpa.gov

Wilkinsburg Borough 
Council 

Sponsors:

Parklet
Harold Young, Sr.
739 Penn Avenue

*For Faster Service, Pre Registration
Preferred For Appointment 

With Or Without Insurance Required

• Health Information and Screenings from
 Multiple Vendors and Health Vans 12-4PM

• Single, Child and Family Wellness, all
 ages welcome

• Dance Move Fitness Classes 12PM-4PM
• Over 25 Health Vendors including UPMC 
   Cardiovascular Institute and UPMC Health Plan
• Kid Zone Activities 12-7PM
• Covid Vaccines
• Mammograms – Screenings 11A-1P
 Transportation Shuttles to be provided.*

• Live music with Coffe’s Love Trane Band 5P-7P
• Food Trucks
• And much more!
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Local Hydroponic Business Growing with Industry
A part of 

the Wilkinsburg 
business district for 
almost a decade, 
Luke Stamper, co-
owner of Organic 
Rescue ties into 
the Wilkinsburg 
Community 
Development 
Corporation’s 
philosophy of fostering positive community 
and economic development. He also 
concurs with the Borough’s view of shaping 
the community for future generations. 

Operating from a 12,000-square-foot 
warehouse in the heart of the business 
district, Stamper says, “We have and 
want to support the community. We 
strive to hire residents and people from 
surrounding neighborhoods; we regularly 
patronize businesses in the Borough and 
support local causes.”

Likening Organic Rescue to Amazon’s 
warehouse system, he defines his business 
as a warehouse and logistical company, 
selling and shipping hydroponic systems 
and related products. “Our main markets 
are indoor or outside greenhouse and 
garden centers specializing in vegetables, 
fruits, plants, flowers, and cannabis. 
Anything affiliated with hydroponics.”

Always interested in environmental 
science, Stamper is a prior employee 
of what is now known as Upstream 
Pittsburgh. He was instrumental in the 
creation of the StormWorks program, 
which offered green infrastructure services 
in the Nine Mile Run watershed. 

Passionate about the growth and 
development of his business and the 
hydroponic industry, Stamper vividly 
remembers when Nick Ulintz, approached 
him about partnering to create a spray 
fertilizer company that operated from a 
basement in a Trenton Avenue house. 
Little did they know that eight years later 
their creativity, hard work, and open-
mindedness would propel them from 
an $800,000 business to a $3 million 

company by 
expanding into 
the hydroponics 
industry.

Attending 
trade and garden 
shows that needed 
their product 
and services and 
maintaining 
strong business 

acumen and developing relationships, 
Organic Rescue has obtained major clients, 
such as AutoPot Watering Systems, CX 
Horticulture, and Biofloral USA. “Our 
focus is on warehousing and delivering 
their products throughout the world with 
the United Kingdom, Australia, and 
Canada being strong regions.”

The innovation and growth of 
hydroponics—a method of growing food 
with water, nutrients, and light, but no 
soil—is advancing rapidly. According to 
reports, the hydroponics market was valued 
at 2.1 billion in 2020 and is expected to 
expand at a compound annual growth rate 
of 20.7 percent by 2028.  

Stamper and Ulintz are preparing 
their business for such industry growth 
by aiming to expand their 12-person 
warehouse staff. The partners are seeking 
people that are attentive to detail, have a 
strong work ethic, and possess vision. 

The need is for workers to assemble 
and ship the AutoPot system, for which 
Stamper serves as managing director, and 
to ship and distribute products from their 
other clients. 

Stamper also indicated their need for 
administrative workers with good customer 
service skills. Interested workers can call 
412.709.2185 or email: lukes@autopot-usa.com.

—Diane I. Daniels, DID & Associates

Sign up for the Next Business 
Planning Workshop

Be sure to register for the fall 2022 
cohort of the Business Planning Workshop 
series. 

This eight-week program will help 

prepare you for the challenges of starting 
or maintaining a business. 

Join several like-minded individuals, 
and begin networking every Wednesday 
starting September 28, 2022, at 6 p.m. 
Spaces are limited, so act fast.

Luke Stamper, co-owner of Organic Rescue
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Ashley 
Comans

B O A R D  M E M B E R
W I L K I N S B U R G  S C H O O L  D I S T R I C T

A pillar that keeps on giving, Ashley Comans serves
Wilkinsburg tirelessly. Commencing her 2nd term on
our board, her passionate motto, "Strong Schools,
Strong Children," is at the cornerstone of everything
she accomplishes.

Ashley also serves on the Boards of Catapult Greater
Pittsburgh, Pittsburgh Urban Magnet Project (PUMP),
and UNITE.

By day, Ashley is the Marketing and Communications
Coordinator at Healthy Start. She is the First Lady of
Wilkinsburg as her husband, Dontae Comans, is our
mayor. She is also the mother of two beautiful
children. 

Debra
Raubenstrauch

B O A R D  M E M B E R
W I L K I N S B U R G  S C H O O L  D I S T R I C T

A 34-year Wilkinsburg resident, Debra joins the Board as an
accomplished educator and financial expert for the third
time. She held this office for two terms commencing in
2013 through 2021. Her service as a Board Director
included leading and serving on multiple District
committees. She also served three years as a Trustee for
the Allegheny County Schools Health Insurance Consortium
(ACHSIC), representing eastern area school boards. The
Consortium met twice a month to manage the healthcare
benefits for over 60,000 teachers in Southwestern PA.

Although retired, her storied career includes being Director
of Finance and Operations at POWER, Associate Director,
Partnership for School District Improvement, and
Controller and Director of Management Services for
Allegheny Conference on Community Development and
Pennsylvania Economy League.

SUMMER SOCCER PROGRAM

Six kids learned the game of soccer this summer.
The children worked on endurance, dribbling, and
passing, and they also learned about playing as a
team and sportsmanship. The program was hosted 2
hours a day for two weeks for grades 3-5. The
children enjoyed learning a new sport, and they also
got to interact with kids they might not have known
previously.

Taj-Aura
Hood

B O A R D  M E M B E R
W I L K I N S B U R G  S C H O O L  D I S T R I C T

A life-long resident of Wilkinsburg, Taj-Aura Hood has loved
this Borough her entire life.  Her goal as a School Board
Director is to highlight to all community residents the
educational advancements the school district has made
over recent years.  She is excited to be a part of a Board
that has taken on enormous initiatives to ramp up rigor,
engagement, and learning. 

By day, Taj-Aura has been in the mortgage business since
2009.  She is working to earn her Real Estate License and
would like to bring more home ownership to the Borough. 
 By doing so, she feels it will increase school enrollment.

In her spare time, she is a foodie, and enjoys dining at
restaurants with unique cuisine, visits museums, and loves
to read.  She is the mother of a 15-year-old daughter who
attended Turner Intermediate.

By Kelly Hanna—Public Relations Officer for Wilkinsburg School District

New Board Members, New School Year
If you have not visited the school district website recently, take time to peruse www.wilkinsburgschools.org. There, you’ll find a 

highlight reel of our schools that you won’t want to miss. Also, there is a new newsletter platform that residents can subscribe to so 
that everyone can be kept in the know about school district happenings. You can sign up by going to the “Our District” tab, then the 
Newsletter tab, and sign up! You will find calendar items on the website also.



WILKINSBURG
HEALTHY BABIES ZONE 

Healthy Baby Zone Wilkinsburg:

Learn more aboutLearn more about   
our initiatives inour initiatives in

Wilkinsburg and howWilkinsburg and how
you can get involved!you can get involved!  

Healthy Babies Zone (HBZ) Wilkinsburg is a community-centered group working within the areas of education and early childcare, built
environment, economic development, community services and health. Leveraging the strengths of Wilkinsburg, we strive to support

families and address inequities impacting infant mortality. The core partners of HBZ are Healthy Start, Inc., Pittsburgh, Allegheny
County Health Department Maternal and Child Health Division, Trying Together, Women for a Healthy Environment, Civically, and The

University of Pittsburgh Centers for Health Equity. We are guided by our Community Champion, Ms. Toni Watkins and other Community
Health Advocates to deliver resources, policy and programming making Wilkinsburg a community where every baby is healthy and

supported to reach their full potential.

Text the word "WIILKINSBURGHBZ" to (866) 554-2709 to subscribe for updates!

Breastfeeding Family
Friendly Community

Wilkinsburg 
Walking Path 

Healthy Babies Zone HBZWilkinsburg

WILKINSBURG WALKING PATH 
Join the Healthy BabyJoin the Healthy Baby

Zone Team for our GroupZone Team for our Group
Walks every ThursdayWalks every Thursday
through September!through September!

Harold Young Parklet at 6 pm!Harold Young Parklet at 6 pm!  
Directly following the weekly Farmer's MarketDirectly following the weekly Farmer's Market
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The Wilkinsburg Thursday Market is  
MOVING…
We are excited to announce the partnership between the 
Wilkinsburg Thursday Market and the Borough’s Art in the 
Park for the 2020 season.  
Beginning June 4th through August 27th, the Market will be 
open every Thursday at the “Parklet on Penn Avenue” from 
4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. with music and activities with Art in the 
Park scheduled from 6:30 – 8:30 p.m.  The Market’s focus will 
be on fresh food and healthy habits. 
More information on our vendors and activities to come.   
Interested in being involved in the Market? 

Email info@wilkinsburgchamber.com

 WILKINSBURG PROUD 
There are many ways to demonstrate pride in our community 
– buy from local business, volunteer to help at community 
events, support community organizations and keep our 
streets clean and litter free. 
The Wilkinsburg Chamber of Commerce believes that if 
it is good for the community it is good for business.  The 
Chamber will launch a new initiative, Wilkinsburg Proud, with 
support from UPMC, Nine Mile Run Watershed Association 
and Pennwood Paint & Supply Company, to show our 
community pride by keeping our business district clean. 
The first phase will begin with a clean-up of the 700 block of 
Penn Avenue in May and, with additional support, continue 
through the summer of 2020. 
Volunteer for Wilkinsburg Proud!  

Contact info@wilkinsburgchamber.com
 

UPCOMING EVENTS
Saturday, April 11  •  9:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.    
Nine Mile Run Spring Stream Sweep

Saturday, April 11  •  11:00 am - 2:00 p.m. 
Shred-It Event & Facility Tours Guardian Storage  
Brinton Rd. 

Thursday, April 16  •  8:00 - 9:00 a.m.  
Chamber Board of Directors Meeting, 900 Wood St.

Saturday, April 18  •  Noon - 3:00 p.m.  
Garden Dreams Community Open House  
806 Holland Ave.

Tuesday, April 28  •  5:00 - 7:00 p.m.  
Wilkinsburg After Hours  
Wilkinsburg Borough Building

JOIN THE CHAMBER. BE INVOLVED. 
MAKE A DIFFERENCE.
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Thursday Market Every Thursday until October 13
The Wilkinsburg Thursday Market is open every Thursday 

from 4–6 p.m. in the Harold Young Sr. Parklet through October 
13. The market has farm fresh produce from 
Triple B Farm and The Small Farmer on a pay-
what-you-can basis.

You’ll also find sweets, prepared foods, 
jewelry, local artists, pollinator garden support, 
and local wine. Come out to shop and stay to 
dance with DJ Roland Ford.

There is easy-access parking off Wallace Avenue.

1789 S. Braddock Ave.
Suite 410
Pittsburgh 15218

metrofamilypratice.org
412.247.2310

WHOLE People. ALL People.



Above and right: New equipment at the Hunter 
playground.


