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Bridgeway Capital and Monmade, 
one of the former’s programs, are bringing 
their business to Wilkinsburg.

Bridgeway, a non-profit social impact 
investor that operates in 15 different 
counties of Western Pennsylvania, is 
planning to move into the Wilkinsburg 
Train Station in the upcoming year. 
This business’ main base of operations is 
downtown Pittsburgh, but they will now be 

using space on the Train Station’s ground 
floor as well.

Adam Kenney, the managing director 
of Programs at Bridgeway, explained 
that their goal is to provide resources 
for entrepreneurs that are left out of the 
conventional financial system, such as 
women-, veteran-, and minority-owned 
businesses. Many of these clients happen to 

be located in or near Wilkinsburg. 
“Our work in East Pittsburgh, and 

in East Liberty, and in Wilkinsburg is 
extremely important to us,” Kenney 
said. “A lot of the clients that we serve 
are concentrated in that area, and so we 
wanted to have a more physical and helpful 
presence in the communities that we 
serve.”

Bridgeway plans to use their new 

space at the Wilkinsburg Train Station for 
programming and for their loan officers to 
assist more clients directly on their capital 
journey. “We’re all about having quality 
connections with the clients we serve, and 
that means being closer to them,” Kenney 
said. “So, we’re really hoping that this 
location will make the experience a more 
expeditious and efficient one so that we 

can get more social impact investing done.”
Bridgeway Capital isn’t the only new 

tenant in the Wilkinsburg Train Station, 
either. One of Bridgeway’s five core 
programs, Monmade, will also be renting 
space there. Monmade focuses specifically 
on assisting creative businesses with 
opportunities in the built environment. 
“Monmade will be using this space as a 
showroom, if you will,” Kenney said, “to 
have those incredible, beautiful products 
on display all the time so that we can 
hopefully make more helpful connections 
between the creative economy and 
Pittsburgh’s development boom.”

Katie Schaible, director of Monmade, 
said that they’ve been wanting to open a 
showroom for some time and expressed 
excitement that everything has finally 
come together for Monmade to utilize 
space in the Train Station for this purpose.

“It’s going to allow us to have a 
designated space where we can showcase 
the output of what we do,” Schaible said. 
“[Clients and partners] can see products, 
they can see them in person. It’s just a 
different experience. It’s a place to host 
people.”

Schaible said that she plans to use 
this space for programming. The first 
event— Greenleap, with the focus of 
fostering sustainable products for the built 
environment —is the evening of April 21. 
Members of the Wilkinsburg community 
are welcome to attend and see the 
showroom space in person.

“We want to be part of the 
community. We believe that the Train 
Station is a great opportunity to get in 

Two New Businesses Moving into the Train Station

Video Cameras Being Installed to Catch Illegal Dumping, page 3

continued on page 4



2 Wilkinsburg Sun II February 2023

editor@wilkinsburgsun.com

P.O. Box 86064 
Wilkinsburg, PA 15221

Lynne Gordon, Editor

The Board of Directors 
Jason Cohn, President 

Minister Linda Kirkland-Law, Vice President 
John Irwin, Treasurer 

Vanessa McCarthy-Johnson, Secretary
Moses Workman

The Wilkinsburg Sun is a free, monthly community 
newsletter published by the volunteer Wilkinsburg 
Community Newsletter Board, with the support of 
the Wilkinsburg Borough, the Wilkinsburg School 
District, the Wilkinsburg Chamber of Commerce, 
and the Wilkinsburg Community Development 
Corporation. The Sun is printed by Knepper Press. 
Please submit all articles and calendar events to: 
editor@wilkinsburgsun.com, or by mail, P.O. Box 
86064, Wilkinsburg, PA 15221. Please submit articles 
5 weeks before publication and calendar events 
3 weeks before publication. To advertise, e-mail 
adsales@wilkinsburgsun.com, or call 412.680.1381. 
The Sun accepts submitted articles provided they are 
related to Wilkinsburg and are civic-minded. The Sun 
reserves the right to withhold articles from print. 
Please note that The Sun does not publish political or 
opinion pieces.

Sign up to receive The Sun 
by email at eepurl.com/v0iBP 

and friend us on Facebook.

Two Public Meetings for Input about 
Redesign of Transit Station

Pittsburgh Regional Transit (PRT) is 
working to redesign Wilkinsburg Station 
to better serve riders, support and enhance 
PRT operations, and bring value to 
surrounding communities. 

PRT is also evaluating a potential 
future Brushton Station located a few 
blocks west. 

PRT will host two public meetings to 
present two new station design concepts. 

The first meeting will be held online on 
Wednesday, February 8, from 11 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m. 

The second meeting will be held in 
person on Thursday, February 9 from 4 p.m. 
to 7 p.m. at the Wilkinsburg Train Station 
in Wilkinsburg.

For more information or to sign up to 
attend the upcoming public meetings, visit 
www.rideprt.org/BOTEB.

Garden Dreams Hosts Dinner for 
Community Feedback

Grow Pittsburgh is hosting a free 
community dinner for Wilkinsburg 
community members to get feedback 
on current and future work at Garden 
Dreams on February 16 from 5:30-7:30 
pm. The event is open to all Wilkinsburg 
community members. 

Space is limited, so please save 
yourself a seat by registering today: 
GPwilkinsburgfeedback.eventbrite.com

Library Events
• Adult programs at Main Branch

Connecting Seniors, Feb. 2 and March 2, 
10 a.m.–11 a.m.—Online.Find the link on 
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www.facebook.com/wilkinsburgsun

the library’s website.
Race: Power of an Illusion, Saturday, Feb. 

10, 2 p.m.—Council Chambers.
Board Game Day, Tuesdays, Feb. 14 and 

March 14, 3:30 p.m. All ages.
Matinee at Ross Ave., Tuesday, Feb. 

21, 1 p.m.—Black Panther: Wakana Forever, 
Council Chambers.

Crochet Corner with Frankie, Tuesdays, 
10 a.m.–12 p.m.—Main library, 3rd floor.
• Adult programs at Eastridge

Crochet Corner with Frankie, Saturdays, 
Feb. 4 and 2, 11 a.m.–1 p.m.—Beginners and 
experts welcome.

Tea & Inspiration, Feb. 18, 11 a.m.–12:30 
p.m.—Uplifting discussions with tea and 
treats.

Book Club, Feb. 22, 6:30–7:30 p.m.—The 
Thursday Murder Club by Richard Osman.
• Children’s & teen’s programs

Library Lovers Month, February.—Sign 
up for a library card to be entered into a 
prize drawing. Participate in library-themed 
activities, such as a scavenger hunt or 
button making.

Celebrate Pizza Day, Thursday, Feb. 9, 
4–6 p.m.—Make your own mini pizza with 
your favorite toppings. Play a pizza game 
with friends while you’re waiting.

Valentine’s Day Chocolate Taste Testing, 
Tuesday, Feb. 14, 4-6 p.m.—Put your taste 
buds to the test as you compare different 
types of chocolates and rate them to your 
liking.

Afterschool Snacks, Monday–Friday, 
3:30–6 p.m.—Free healthy snacks for youth. 
Ages 0–18. 

Afterschool Fun, Tuesdays & Thursdays, 
3:30–5 p.m.—May include games, crafts, 
food, and more. For kids through teens: 

Feb. 2, Ceramic 
painting; Feb. 7 
& 9, make LED 
card; Feb 16, 
Valentine science 
experiments, Feb. 
21 & 23, cookie 
wars, Feb. 28, t-shirt 
bags.

Make & Take 
Wednesdays at 
Eastridge Branch, 
Wednesdays, 

10 a.m.–6 p.m.—Pick up a weekly project kit 
with supplies and instructions. First come, 
first served: Feb. 1, glitter heart ornaments; 
Feb. 8, tissue paper rose; Feb. 15, Valentine 
volcano, Feb. 22, balloon rocket.

Lego Club, Wednesdays, 4 p.m.–6 p.m.—
The library provides the LEGOs®, and you 
provide the know-how. Ages 6–18.

Film Fridays, Feb. 3 & 17, 4.–6 p.m.—
Enjoy a family-friendly movie with a bag of 
popcorn. Sonic the Hedgehog2, Roald Dahl’s 
matilda: The Musical, respectively.

Saturday Storytime, Saturday, Feb. 4 and 
Feb. 18, 10:15 a.m.—Stories, songs, shakers, 
and craft for children with guardian. 
Ages 2–6.
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Borough Focuses on Dump Sites and Clean-Up

Mayor Dontae Comans, Senator Jay Costa, and volunteers at the 2022 Great American Clean-Up.

Visit Borough Web Page 
for Council and Committee 

Meeting Times

The Borough is placing renewed 
emphasis on cleaning up the Borough 
in 2023, and asking all residents and 
businesses to help in this effort.  

This emphasis will have several 
components:  targeting the permanent 
clean-up of chronic dump sites, 
encouraging all residents to participate in 
the Great American Clean Up in April, 
and clarifying and enforcing the large-item 
trash pickup.

Chronic Dump Sites 
The Borough has too many lots 

repeatedly used for unpermitted dumping. 
Starting in January, Code Enforcement 
and the Department of Public Works 
are targeting some of most notorious of 
these sites for clean up and stepped up 
enforcement to keep the lots clean.

This initial list of chronic dump sites 
includes lots on Fountain Way, Outlook 
Way, and Culp Way near Holmes Park.

The Department of Public Works 
routinely clears out trash at these locations.  
Going forward, Code and DPW have and 
will be installing video cameras that will 
provide live streaming surveillance of these 
chronic dump sites so that individuals can 
be identified and, in some cases, caught in 
the act of dumping.  

Residents are encouraged to help 
in this effort by reporting instances of 
dumping on any lots in the Borough, 
with an emphasis on the lots above. 
Photos of individuals in the act of illegally 
dumping and photos of their vehicles with 
clearly readable license plate numbers are 
especially valuable in this effort.  

You can report instances of dumping 
anywhere in the Borough either by 
calling the Department of Public Works 
at 412.244.2923 or by emailing Code 
Director Owen McAfee (omcafee@
wilkinsburgpa.gov) and Borough Manager 
John Antinori (jantinori@wilkinsburgpa.
gov): “Illegal dumping [insert addresss of 
dumping incident]” 

Large Trash Pick Up
Another problem the Borough hopes 

to eliminate in 2023 is residents dumping 

multiple large items—e.g., several items of 
furniture, appliances, or mattresses, on the 
curb for trash pick-up.  

The City of Pittsburgh has scheduled 
large item pick up days (contact DPW 
for schedule). On those days residents 
can place one large item on the curb for 
pick up. Residents cannot place electric 
appliances on the curb for pick up at any 
time.

Residents who place excessive large 
items on a curb for pick up will be fined 
for dumping and must make arrangements 
to remove the items. 

Landlords will be held responsible 
for tenant dumping, particularly if those 
tenants have left town.  

Great American Clean-Up 
The Borough hopes to make this 

year’s Great American Clean-Up event the 
biggest yet, topping past events in number 
of participants, projects, and volume of 
trash collected.  The Great American 
Clean-Up will be on Saturday morning, 
April 22, in commemoration of Earth Day.  

While April may seem far away, the 

borough leadership encourages residents 
to start making plans now to participate in 
this community event.  Clean-Up Day is 
a great way to spend time with neighbors, 
meet new friends, and help improve our 
neighborhood.  

Residents can participate as 
individuals or as part of a group—two or 
more people who want to register a project. 

A project can be as focused as a pair 
of neighbors working for a few hours to 
clean up their block or even just a street 
corner.   

We encourage residents to call DPW 
now at 412.244.2959 to learn more about 
how you can get involved this spring.  

Look for updates on these initiatives 
and more opportunities to get involved 
in future issues of The Sun, by following 
the Borough on Facebook, and on www.
wilkinsburgpa.gov.  
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Citizens Bank Donates Bank Building to Wilkinsburg CDC

Citizens Bank donated its former 
Wilkinsburg bank branch building 
for redevelopment. The more than 
10,000-square-foot historic building in 
Wilkinsburg’s central business district 
was purchased by Citizens in 2001 from 
the Mellon National Bank and Trust Co., 
which operated at the location for more 
than 50 years.

“At Citizens, we are committed to 
giving back to the communities where we 
live and work, and this donation reflects 
our focus on local economic development,” 
said Mark Rendulic, Citizens’ Market 
President. “We’re excited to be 
contributing to the future of Wilkinsburg’s 
business district.”

The WCDC will work with a 
project team led by two individuals with 
backgrounds in architecture, structural 
engineering, and converting commercial 
and industrial buildings to residential uses. 

The proposed plan for the building 
includes a phased, adaptive-reuse approach 
focused first on critical stabilization to 
ensure the safety and preservation of the 

building; building system upgrades; and 
tenant improvements for both potential 
retail/commercial and residential tenants. 

In November 2022, Senator Jay Costa 
announced that the project was awarded 
a $1 million Redevelopment Assistance 
Capital Program (RACP) grant to support 
renovation work.

“We are grateful for Citizens’ strategic 
decision to donate their bank building to 
the WCDC,” said Tracey Evans, WCDC 
Executive Director. “This investment 
ensures the property’s future use will align 
with our community’s shared vision for our 
business district.” 

The Citizens building is a block from 
the Wilkinsburg Train Station and the Lohr 
Building, two formerly vacant buildings that 
have been restored in recent years by the 
WCDC and their project team.

The three-story, 114-year-old building 
was initially constructed as the Wilkinsburg 
Bank in 1908 and is beginning to show 
signs of deterioration, making the timing 
of this donation even more critical to the 
future viability of the structure.

Art All Over!
The next featured artist 

at the Lohr Gallery will be 
Bahirah. 

Come check out this free 
art show every Saturday from 
February 4–April 1 at 725 
Wood Street from 12–5 p.m.

Core Four 
Business 
Workshop

The next round of the free 
8-week Core Four Business 
Workshop classes will begin 
April 12 at 6 p.m. and continue 
every Wednesday. 

Contact Gordon Manker 
to register at gordon@
wilkinsburgcdc.org

and help start spurring more economic 
development throughout Wilkinsburg,” 
Schaible said. “It’s a really special space 
with a long, long history.” 

Schaible added that many great 
businesses already exist in Wilkinsburg, 
and she hopes Monmade will be able to 
help foster a dynamic of innovation within 
the community.

Learn more at www.bridgewaycapital.
org and www.monmade.org.

— Charlotte Pearse

TRAIN STATION, from page 1The historic building is located on Wood Street, a block from the Lohr Building development
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By Kelly Hanna—Public Relations Officer for Wilkinsburg School District

Disney and Turner Intermediate Partner 
in Musical Theater Program

The Turner Intermediate Musical 
Theater Program is officially back, and they 
are in full rehearsal mode. Our talented 
students at Turner Intermediate will 
perform “Disney’s The Jungle Book for 
Kids.”

Turner is one of four schools awarded 
a three-year grant through the Pittsburgh 
Cultural District in 2019. Because of 
the COVID-19 crisis, rehearsals and 
performances were tabled. Now, year 1 of 
this three-year grant restarts.

This is a 17-week program where two 
Disney Teaching Artists, Kristin-Pacelli 
and Barbara Burgess-Lefebvre, come and 
work with our students and fabulous 
musical staff, Shawn VanMastright (music 
teacher), Saxon Angerett (art teacher), and 
Clarissa Stewart (band teacher). Students 
rehearse on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 
3:30-5 p.m.

Turner staff and students are designing 
costumes. Some costume highlights are the 

elephant heads and Kaa, the snake, which 
will support five students as a puppet with 
a head and four coils.

Students will also be involved in the 
production and set design and meet on 
Tuesdays to start hammering and painting.

Tentative dates of the performances 
are May 5 and 6. Additionally, there will 
be a Student Share Event on Tuesday, May 
24, on the Byham Theater stage. Ticket 
information will be available on the school 
website once it is available.

Our third-grade students had a wonderful time at the 
Carnegie Science Center.  They learned many facts about space 
and were able to touch a meteor.  

They were in wonder as they watched snakes and toads in 
their habitats. After seeing the exhibits, the students had time 

FEBRUARY
Wed. 15, Early Dismissal

Mon. 20, President’s Day—NO SCHOOL

MARCH
Wed. 15, Early Dismissal

Wed. 29, Clerical Day—NO SCHOOL
Thurs. 30, Parent-Teacher Conf.

—NO SCHOOL

School Calendar

3rd Grade Students Experience the Carnegie Science Center

to exert their energy at The Highmark Sportsworks, which is a 
hands-on exercise arena. 

The Olympic Sprint was their favorite activity, as our 
students had fun racing one another and children visiting from 
other schools.
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For more than 150 years, the Western 
Pennsylvania School for the Deaf (WPSD), 
on the Wilkinsburg border in Edgewood, 
has had a tradition of innovation. It seeks 
to position itself as the premier center for 
the education and empowerment of deaf 
and hard of hearing students in Western 
Pennsylvania and beyond. 

Guided by the school’s master plan, 
WPSD has embarked on a significant 
investment to ensure the safety of students, 
improve the community, and enhance the 
beauty of the campus.

Beginning next summer, the school 
will begin to execute another installment 
of this investment on campus to benefit 
its students.  This project will become an 
extension of the current Children’s Center 
and will be geared toward recreation, 

socialization and education of their littlest 
learners. 

The project involves removing an 
asphalt parking area in order to relocate 
their Children’s Village and introduce 
a new recreation space, accessible to all 
students.  The project is designed to create 
new opportunities for young students to 
run, play and grow during the school day.

Established on the campus in 2007, 
the Children’s Village is a place where 
students can play and learn as they walk 
down main street and enjoy any one of the 
many buildings there.  

Teachers have implemented a 
curriculum that uses each building as a 
teaching destination with specific goals for 
preschool, kindergarten, first grade and 
second grade classes. 

Relocating the village to the front 
of the Children’s Center benefits both 
students and staff.   

For staff, the configuration allows 
for easier supervision and monitoring 
of children. It also improves safety by 
eliminating the need to move students 
along a route that is also used by a variety 
of vehicles. 

Student population, particularly 
between the ages of 3 and 6 years old, 
is growing. The school needs additional 
space for students to exercise and play. 
The project proposes to install a larger 
playground that gives children the chance 
to run, climb, swing, and spin—regardless 
of their mobility or physical abilities. 

In addition to the expanded 
playground, lawn mounds will be a 
part of the new play area. This unique 
feature gives students of all abilities the 
opportunity to play to their fullest extent.  
Lawn mounds encourage creative play, add 
visual appeal, and help to build crucial 
sensory and motor skills. 

The goal is to start construction as 
soon as the students leave next June for 
summer vacation.

Plans are underway to finalize the 
design, select equipment, and receive input 
from teachers and staff. The vision is the 
desire to offer a school to deaf and hard-of-
hearing students that is second to none. 

You can follow the WPSD on 
Facebook, Instagram, Twitter or their 
website to stay current on this project and 
other events. 

1789 S. Braddock Ave.
Suite 410
Pittsburgh 15218

metrofamilypratice.org
412.247.2310

WHOLE People. ALL People.

Neighbor School Continues Improvements for Kids

we're hiring!we're hiring!

7516 Meade st. 
Pittsburgh, PA 

15208

412-242-3598

www.eastendfood.coop

open to every 
one, every day.

8 am - 8 pm
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The Wilkinsburg Thursday Market is  
MOVING…
We are excited to announce the partnership between the 
Wilkinsburg Thursday Market and the Borough’s Art in the 
Park for the 2020 season.  
Beginning June 4th through August 27th, the Market will be 
open every Thursday at the “Parklet on Penn Avenue” from 
4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. with music and activities with Art in the 
Park scheduled from 6:30 – 8:30 p.m.  The Market’s focus will 
be on fresh food and healthy habits. 
More information on our vendors and activities to come.   
Interested in being involved in the Market? 

Email info@wilkinsburgchamber.com

 WILKINSBURG PROUD 
There are many ways to demonstrate pride in our community 
– buy from local business, volunteer to help at community 
events, support community organizations and keep our 
streets clean and litter free. 
The Wilkinsburg Chamber of Commerce believes that if 
it is good for the community it is good for business.  The 
Chamber will launch a new initiative, Wilkinsburg Proud, with 
support from UPMC, Nine Mile Run Watershed Association 
and Pennwood Paint & Supply Company, to show our 
community pride by keeping our business district clean. 
The first phase will begin with a clean-up of the 700 block of 
Penn Avenue in May and, with additional support, continue 
through the summer of 2020. 
Volunteer for Wilkinsburg Proud!  

Contact info@wilkinsburgchamber.com
 

UPCOMING EVENTS
Saturday, April 11  •  9:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.    
Nine Mile Run Spring Stream Sweep

Saturday, April 11  •  11:00 am - 2:00 p.m. 
Shred-It Event & Facility Tours Guardian Storage  
Brinton Rd. 

Thursday, April 16  •  8:00 - 9:00 a.m.  
Chamber Board of Directors Meeting, 900 Wood St.

Saturday, April 18  •  Noon - 3:00 p.m.  
Garden Dreams Community Open House  
806 Holland Ave.

Tuesday, April 28  •  5:00 - 7:00 p.m.  
Wilkinsburg After Hours  
Wilkinsburg Borough Building

JOIN THE CHAMBER. BE INVOLVED. 
MAKE A DIFFERENCE.

305 S. Trenton Avenue • Wilkinsburg PA 15221
412.242.0234 • info@wilkinsburgchamber.com

wilkinsburgchamber.com

Contact Us
Reach out at info@ncd-fund.org • Visit us at ncd-fund.org

G ot a small business (or an idea for 

one)? Get help with your fi nancing 

needs. Let us connect you with fl exible 

options for start-up costs, working 

capital, equipment, vehicles, leasehold 

improvements and more. 

Contact Rich Newell 
to learn more.

412-322-0290 ext. 101
Newell@ncd-fund.org

Contact Stefani Smith
to learn more.

412-322-0290 ext. 118
Smith@ncd-fund.org

Building Stronger 
Neighborhoods 
Together

Sign Up For Free Books For Children Under 5
Thanks to Dolly Parton’s Imagination 

Library, parents with children from birth 
to age 5 can receive a new age-appropriate 
book through the mail every month. 

The only requirement is that you live 
within the 15221 zip code (or one of the 
other zip codes listed).  Sign up today at 
readingreadypittsburgh.org/dpil

Shop Local. Support 
Wilkinsburg Businesses.

Holiday shopping season is over, but 
you can still support our local businesses.

From special occasions to everyday shopping, Wilkinsburg offers a 
variety of locally owned businesses: a fish market, restaurants, specialty 
groceries, bakeries, a pet store, a jewelry store, a flower shop, beauty 

salons, barber shops, a bicycle shop, a furniture store, auto service 
shops, hand-crafted cosmetics, artisan fashion accessories and more.

Explore all the Wilkinsburg businesses along Wood Street, South 
Avenue, Trenton Avenue and Penn Avenue.

Membership Offers Special Benefits
The Wilkinsburg Chamber of Commerce works to bring both 

business and community together for economic prosperity. The 
Chamber is a membership organization that promotes positive change 
and growth through collaboration of businesses, organizations, 
residents, and civic leaders.  Great reasons to join the chamber: 

• Make business contacts. 
• Receive chamber newsletters. 
• Acquire customer referrals. 

 

Join Dolly Parton's Imagination
Library to have a free book mailed

to your house each month! All
families with a 15221 zip code are

eligible to enroll. 

Free Books for Kids
under 5!

Register online:
readingreadypittsburgh.org/DPIL

continued on next page
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On Jan. 19, the Borough honored the retirement of Larry Malone (left) from the 
Department of Public Works after 29 years of dedicated service. Larry started work at the 
Borough in the nineties as a seasonal laborer and grew into a leader, supportive colleague, 
and mentor to younger co-workers.  We are grateful for his service and wish him a happy 
retirement. (Council member Linda Atkins pictured right.) 

• Bring credibility to your business. 
• Increase your visibility in the community.
• Networking opportunities.
• Gain a voice in government.
• Advertising exposure in the Wilkinsburg Sun.
• Representation to foundations and social organizations.
• Resources and connections to support growth. 
• Use of the Chamber meeting space at no charge.
Contact the Chamber at Wilkinsburg.pa.chamber@gmail.com 

for more information.

CHAMBER, from previous page

 

James Flower Shoppe 

“Serving Pittsburgh for 
Over 100 years” 

712 Wood St.  15221 
412-731-3794 

www.jamesfloralshoppe.com 
 

VALENTINE’S DAY—FEBRUARY 14


