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Mobile Pantry Truck Meets Needs Where They Are

continued on page 8

Most Saturdays since October, you 
will see a Mobile Pantry truck parked 
in the parking lot of the Covenant 
Fellowship Reformed Presbyterian Church 
at Swissvale and Hill Avenues. The truck, 
a ministry of Wilkinsburg Community 
Ministry (WCM), is a place where the 
community can pick up grocery-type items 
that they need for free.

Items include everything from frozen 
meat and fresh produce to canned goods 
and paper products. Distribution is from 
11 a.m.-2 p.m.

Lisa Huber, the volunteer coordinator 
for Covenant Fellowship said, “The 
distribution process is fairly seamless. 
Neighbors request items that they need, 
and truck workers bag up the items, which 
are weighed by another volunteer. “

Many of those who come are seniors 
who are on fixed incomes, but young 
families who are in need come, too, 
according to Huber. “The many neighbors 
who come. . . express their true gratitude 
for having this resource available to them,” 
she said.

The Mobile Pantry also 
distributes at Douglas Plaza 
apartments off Laketon Avenue on 
Thursdays and a third Pittsburgh 
location. According to Dan Little, 
the Mobile Pantry coordinator, 
WCM is hoping to add another 
location in Wilkinsburg this 
month at the Foster Love Project 
at 463 S Trenton Ave.

Little said that across its 3 
locations so far, they serve 130-180 
households each week. “Those 
numbers are growing every day as 
the word spreads.”

The purpose of the Mobile 
Pantry truck is to bring food 
and supplies where the needs are 
and avoid the problem of people 
having to find transportation to 
go and pick up the food at a food 
bank.

The idea for the truck came 
from WCM’s Capacity and 
Clarity Committee. Ruth Kittner, 
executive director of WCM, 

says it is their version of a planning 
committee: “Capacity—can we do it?  
Clarity—should we do it? Is it within our 
mission and budget? Is it something the 
community needs?”

“We presented the idea to the Greater 
Pittsburgh Community Food Bank 
(GPCFB) in 2020. It was part of a two–
three year plan to expand services in the 
Wilkinsburg/East End neighborhoods,” 
said Kittner.

GPCFB first funded a large exterior 
refrigerator behind the WCM office, which 
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The Mobile Pantry truck distributing food on a Saturday afternoon at Covenant Fellowship RP Church.

Wilkinsburg Spring Clean Up—March 4, 12–3 p.m.
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Community Forge Events
In the month of March, Community 

Forge is offering two events for Wilkinsburg 
residents.

Entrepreneur Night is Wednesday, 
March 15. It’s a night of networking that 
gives entrepreneurs in Wilkinsburg and 
surrounding areas a chance to connect. The 
two-hour event begins at 5:30 p.m. There is 
no cost. Food and drinks are provided.

Open Mic Night, held on the third 
Friday of every month, is March 17 from 8 
p.m.–11 p.m. This night is a celebration of 
local artists. Singers, poets, and more can 
share their talents with a live band behind 
them. The is no cost for admission and food 
and drinks available for affordable prices 
from local vendors. 

Apply for a Youth Mini Grant
The 2023 grant cycle for the WCDC’s 

Youth & Education Initiative Mini Grant 
Program is open now. Grant applications 
will be accepted until Friday, May 5.

Each spring, the WCDC hosts their 
grant program to provide funds to local 
organizations that support the academic 
and civic endeavors of Wilkinsburg youth.

Now in their 13th year, the WCDC 
has had the opportunity to support many 
organizations and serve thousands of local 
youth through the mini grant program. 
With the help of the Howard & Nell E. 
Miller Foundation, they have been able to 
increase their efforts and help even more 
organizations over the past few years.

Interested in applying? Learn more and 
download an application at wilkinsburgcdc.
org/youth-initiative.
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Art All Over: Bahirah
The current featured artist at the 

WCDC’s 
Lohr 
Gallery is 
local digital 
artist 
Bahirah. 
Come 
check out 
this free art 
show every 
Saturday 

from 12-5 p.m. through April 1. Lohr 
Gallery is located at 725 Wood Street in 
Wilkinsburg. Art All Over is made possible 
through a partnership between the WCDC 
and Casey Droege Cultural Productions. 
Learn more at wilkinsburgcdc.org/
artallover.

Business Workshop Returns in April
The next round of the WCDC’s free 

8-week Core Four Business Workshop 
series begins April 12. This series is open to 
aspiring entrepreneurs as well as established 
business owners looking to grow their 
business. Register by emailing Gordon 
Manker at gordon@wilkinsburgcdc.org. 
Learn more at wilkinsburgcdc.org/core-four-
workshop-series/.

Dress for Success Event
A Dress for Success Mobile Services 

Event at the Civically Office at 1001 Wood 
Street, Saturday, June 4, 10 a.m.–2 p.m. will 
bring clothing and employment readiness 
support to local women. This event is free 
and no appointment is required.
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New Roof Signals Historic Change for 
80-Year-Old Borough Building

Slate and rubber roofs 
are being replaced on the 
Borough Building presently. 
Plans for parking lot 
upgrades are next. 

Below: New copper box 
gutters.

Visit Borough Web Page 
for Council and Committee 

Meeting Times

If you have recently walked or 
driven past 605 Ross Avenue, you may 
have noticed the scaffolding around the 
Borough Building. Or perhaps been 
inconvenienced by the closure of Ross 
Avenue, between Wood Street and Hay 
Street. 

Last year Borough Council embarked 
on a once-in-several-generations plan to 
upgrade, repair, and enhance the 82-year 
old Borough Building at 605 Ross Avenue. 
Phase I of the building upgrades are being 
funded by portions of funds raised via a 
$2 million bond offering that the Borough 
issued in 2022.

Begun in 1939 and completed in 1940, 
the Borough Building is a monument to 
good design and construction, retaining 
most of its original materials and design 
elements. But, even the most soundly built 
of structures needs to be upgraded once a 
century or so.

Starting at the top, the first major 
project is the replacement of both the 
slate and rubber roofs.  The slate roof and 
copper box gutters are both original to the 
building.  The slate, having finally reached 

the end of its expected service, has been 
the source of numerous leaks in recent 
years, most recently a persistent leak in the 
Finance Director’s office which routinely 
requires multiple buckets to collect the 
water in certain types of weather.  

The rubber roof is a flat section 
of the roof, not visible from the street.  
The rubber surface has been replaced 
periodically in the last 82 years, with the 
current surface—while not compromised—
past due for replacement. Both the slate 
and rubber roofing systems sit on top of a 
concrete base, a sturdiness typical of the 
entire building.   

The new roof surface is composed of 
DaVinci Roofscapes single-width composite 
slate shingles, with a European Blend 
color pallet.  DaVinci recommended the 
European Blend because “the building has 
historic appeal with classic architectural 
details. European seems the perfect choice 

to keep the authenticity of slate often used 
on older buildings.” Not visible from the 
street, but seen in photos, are the gleaming 
new copper gutters that surround the 
building.  

The roof replacement project is slated 
to be completed by mid-March.  

The next project in the historic 
upgrade to the Borough Building is an 

Code Department’s 
Expanded Hours 

Since January 1, 2023, the Code 
Enforcement department has been offering 
expanded office hours to better serve the 
community. 

The Code Department is now 
open until 6 p.m. Monday, Tuesday, 
Thursday, and Friday and until 8 p.m. on 
Wednesdays, meaning that code officers 
attend regular meetings of Borough 
Council on alternate Wednesdays and 
are available to meet with any residents 
who come to Council meetings seeking 
assistance with a code or zoning matter. 

continued on page 7
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Nancy’s Revival: A Staple of Wilkinsburg
Under new ownership since 

2018, Nancy’s continues to be an 
important part of the community.

Jordan Robarge purchased Nancy’s 
Diner—now Nancy’s Revival—in October 
2018 and has kept the business alive 
ever since. Located at 616 South Avenue, 
this restaurant is an integral part of 
Wilkinsburg.

“The community has always been 
extremely supportive of us,” Robarge 
said. “The restaurant has been around for 
48 years, so it’s definitely a community 
establishment.”

The previous owner of the diner, 
Nancy herself, owned the restaurant for 
forty years, and while Wilkinsburg has 
seen a lot of change during that time, 
Nancy’s has remained an integral piece of 
the community environment.

“I think what Nancy’s has been able 
to provide is just a consistent place that 
has been there, withstood the test of time, 
and the changes the community has gone 
through,” Robarge said. “Nancy’s has just 
always been a small, hole-in-the-wall place 
where you could know that you were going 

to be met with kindness and receive a good 
meal at a decent price, and also probably 
run into somebody you know while you are 
there.”

Prior to purchasing Nancy’s, Robarge 
already owned a food truck, Revival Chili, 
and had been looking for a brick-and-
mortar location for some time.

“I started my restaurant with a social 
mission to only employee returning 
citizens— people that have spent time 
in jail,” Robarge said. “And when I was 
looking for brick and mortar, I was very 
consciously looking at communities where 
we could have an impact.”

Robarge learned about Nancy’s as 
a potential location when catering a 
Monmade event for Bridgeway Capital in 
Wilkinsburg from the owner of Lovett 
Sundries, a fellow Wilkinsburg business. 
So, Robarge went to see the place for 
himself.

“I went in there like that weekend, and 
it was just packed. Every table was taken, 
hustling, bustling, you know, everyone 
was having a good time, it was awesome,” 
Robarge said. “I bought it on a Tuesday 

and kept it running 
on Wednesday.”

Robarge added 
that people in 
Wilkinsburg were 
hesitant when they 
first heard he would 
be purchasing 
Nancy’s, especially 
considering he 
already owned a 
successful but very 
different restaurant 
business through his 
food truck. 

Once 
Wilkinsburg 
residents learned 
that Robarge didn’t 
have plans to change 
Nancy’s too much, 
however, they were 
incredibly supportive. 

After all, Nancy’s has many regulars who 
wanted their favorite restaurant to remain 
the same. Robarge has protected Nancy’s 
as a favorite restaurant and place for 
connecting with others in Wilkinsburg.

The support of the community was 
also instrumental in getting Nancy’s 
through the pandemic. Robarge intended 
to expand Nancy’s soon after becoming the 
owner, but he had to put these plans on 
indefinite hold as a result of COVID-19 in 
2020. However, Nancy’s continued to be a 
favorite among Wilkinsburg residents even 
during such a difficult time.

“Throughout the pandemic the 
community definitely did support us,” 
Robarge said. “We were closed for dine-in 
for 14 months. We were able to survive 
because the community kind of rallied 
behind us and continued to do takeout 
orders to make sure that we could keep 
going. It’s been an honor, in a sense, to 
continue the legacy of what Nancy’s has 
been for Wilkinsburg.”

Just as Wilkinsburg residents see 
Nancy’s as an important part of the 
community, Robarge appreciates the 
community’s continued support of Nancy’s 
since he became the owner. 

“I think it just provides currently a 
consistent setting that is reliable, that you 
know will be there, and that you might 
run into somebody. It’s a community 
space where people are able to get together 
and kind of celebrate the history of 
Wilkinsburg in this establishment that 
hasn’t changed much from 30 years ago.”
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By Kelly Hanna—Public Relations Officer for Wilkinsburg School District

American Red Cross Teaches Fire Safety

MARCH
Wed. 15, Early Dismissal

Wed. 29, Clerical Day—NO SCHOOL
Thurs. 30, Parent-Teacher Conf.

—NO SCHOOL

APRIL
Thurs.-Mon. 6-10, Spring Break

Mon.-Fri. 24-28, PSSA ELA Testing

School CalendarThe American 
Red Cross visited the 
classrooms at Kelly 
Primary to discuss fire 
safety awareness with 
our students. 

Understanding 
the toll that disasters 
can take on our lives 
and emotions; the 
Red Cross developed 
a standardized 
curriculum to help 
educate elementary-aged 
students with needed 
skills to cope with 
emergencies. 

“Prepare with Pedro” is a 30-minute 
program to learn how to stay safe during 
a fire disaster.  Students learned the 
necessary skills to help lessen the fear and 
anxiety they might experience in a disaster. 

They also learned 
psychosocial coping skills 
through deep breathing 
or positive visualization 
exercises to be more 
emotionally resilient 
during an emergency. 

This program 
aims to educate 
students about disaster 
preparedness through a 
“learn, practice, share” 
structure—equipping 
them with the needed 
skills to learn about 
how to prepare, practice 

lifesaving actions, and share what they 
learned with their households and friends. 

Volunteers read age-appropriate stories, 
sounded fire alarms, and used imagery 
to paint a clear picture to support an 
emergency.

100 DAYS OF SCHOOL: Our 
schools were busy on February 7 as 
students had been in school for 100 
days. They are more knowledgeable 
and have grown emotionally, 
physically, and intellectually. 

There were several activities, including 
art projects, counting out 100 pieces of 
popcorn or cereal, playing math games 
where the final answer was 100, and 
doing exercises with 100 jumping jacks.

Left: 1st grade teachers Miss Miller, 
Mrs. Ward, Ms. Bialas, Mrs. Mayhew 
and Mrs. Haut All

Below: Several preschool students 
dressed up like they were 100 days old. 

Addressing Cyberbullying 
And Social Media

In February, our Superintendent and 
administration team hosted an informative 
evening about Cyberbullying and social 
media.

According to statistics, the appropriate 
age for students to begin their social media 
journey is 13.

Officer Coffee from the Wilkinsburg 
Police Department shared the laws and 
consequences of cyberbullying, and 
Andrea Edwards, a resident of Wilkinsburg 
and a student at Westinghouse, discussed 
her bullying experiences and how she 
sought help for resolutions.

To view the presentation, please use 
the QR Code.
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Contact Us
Reach out at info@ncd-fund.org • Visit us at ncd-fund.org

G ot a small business (or an idea for 

one)? Get help with your fi nancing 

needs. Let us connect you with fl exible 

options for start-up costs, working 

capital, equipment, vehicles, leasehold 

improvements and more. 

Contact Rich Newell 
to learn more.

412-322-0290 ext. 101
Newell@ncd-fund.org

Contact Stefani Smith
to learn more.

412-322-0290 ext. 118
Smith@ncd-fund.org

Building Stronger 
Neighborhoods 
Together

1789 S. Braddock Ave.
Suite 410
Pittsburgh 15218

metrofamilypratice.org
412.247.2310

WHOLE People. ALL People.

What Is Happening at the Library?
Adult programs at Main Branch

Connecting Seniors, March 2 & 14, 10 a.m.–11 a.m.—Online 
meeting. Find the link on the library’s website.

Board Game Day, Tuesdays, March 14, 3:30 p.m. All ages.
Crochet Corner with Frankie, Tuesdays, 10 a.m.–12 p.m.—Main 

library, 3rd floor.

Adult Programs at Eastridge
Crochet Corner with Frankie, Saturdays, Mar. 11 and 25, 

11 a.m.–1 p.m.—Beginners and experts welcome.
Tea & Inspiration, Mar. 18, 11 a.m.–12:30 p.m.—Uplifting 

discussions with tea and treats.
Book Club, Wed., Mar. 22, 6:30–7:30 p.m.—Call the library or 

check Facebook for the book title.

Children’s and Teen’s Programs
Afterschool Fun, Tuesdays & Thursdays, 3:30–5 p.m.—May include 

games, crafts, food, and more. For kids through teens: Mar. 2, Dr. 
Seuss slime; Mar. 7 & 9, bubble wands; Mar. 14 & 16, Perler beads; 
Mar. 21 & 23, ceramic painting, Mar. 28 & 30, board games with 
the librarian.

Make & Take Wednesdays at Eastridge Branch, Wednesdays, 
10 a.m.–6 p.m.—Pick up a weekly project kit with supplies and 
instructions. : Mar. 1, Dr. Seuss slime; Mar. 8, bubble wands; Mar. 
15, fruit loop necklace; Mar. 22, flower pot, Mar. 29, science kit 
backpacks.

Lego Club, Wednesdays, 4 p.m.–6 p.m.—The library provides the 
LEGOs®, and you build, create and have fun. Ages 6–18. (Main and 
Eastridge branches)

Film Fridays, Mar. 3, 17 & 31, 4.–6 p.m.—Enjoy a family-friendly 
movie with a fresh bag of popcorn. Minions: The Rise of Gru, The 
Magician’s Elephant, The Sea Beast, respectively.

Saturday Storytime, Saturday, Mar. 4 and Mar. 18, 10:15 a.m.—
Stories, songs, shakers, and craft for children with guardian. 
Ages 2–6. Mar. 4 pets; Mar. 18, race cars.
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BOROUGH, from page 3
upgrade to the parking lot in the rear of 
the building. The parking lot is home 
to the vehicle fleets for the Police and 
Code Department and parking for some 
Borough employees.  

The surface and base of the current 
lot is over thirty years old, and are in dire 
need of repair.  The project will regrade the 
lot, construct a new base, and new surface. 

CELEBRATING 130 YEARS OF
SERVICE TO THE

COMMUNITY

Now Accepting Vendor Applications 
for the 2023 Thursday Market

The Chamber is  looking for vendors for this year’s 
Market—fresh and prepared foods, arts and crafts, musicians, 
artists, you name it!

If you’d like to join us at the Wilkinsburg Thursday Market 
email:  wilkinsburg.pa.chamber@gmail.com 

Free Chamber Member Ads Here!
Did you know that one of the perks of Chamber 

membership is free advertising on the Chamber of Commerce 
page in the Wilkinsburg Sun? Contact the chamber at 
Wilkinsburg.pa.chamber@gmail.com for more information.

The new lot will make more efficient use of 
the current space, increasing the number 
of parking spaces.

The improved storm water system 
will also help alleviate flooding issues 
that have caused repeated flooding in the 
Police Department, replacing a four-inch 
stormwater pipe that runs along that side 
of the building with a larger pipe.  

The parking lot project will also 

address security concerns, adding a 
decorative aluminum fence along Wood 
Street and the entrance off Ross Avenue 
and upgraded lighting.  

Finally, in partnership with Duquesne 
Light, the Borough will install electric 
vehicle charging stations in the lot, in 
anticipation of Borough vehicle fleets 
transitioning to electric vehicles in the 
near future.
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allows 412 Food Rescue to drop off food at 
all hours of the day. 

“In early 2022, the food bank offered 
us the food truck that it had used for the 
Green Grocer program. We said yes, and 
the project was born,” explained Kittner.

The 2010, diesel-run truck is 22 feet 
long. There have been glitches with the 
distribution at times mostly because of 
problems with starting the truck in cold 
weather. 

“Running the Mobile Pantry always 
has obstacles. . . but at the end of the 
day, the obstacles are trivial knowing all 
the new clients we are reaching,” said 
coordinator Dan Little.

You can get up-to-date information on 
the Mobile Pantry at www.facebook.com/
WCM15221.

The program needs volunteers to 
help with distribution days, loading and 
unloading the truck, and bi-weekly food 
deliveries to WCM’s warehouse. If you 
would like to help, email volunteers@
wcm15221.org and state volunteer interest. 

Wilkinsburg
Spring Clean Up

March 4, 12-3 p.m.

Hunter Park under the pavillion. 

Bring a broom and trash bags!

On Saturday, April 15, the 
Wilkinsburg Shade Tree Committee will 
host an annual spring tree planting. 

With the help of TreeVitalize, a local 
non-profit organization, the Borough will 
plant nine trees at locations in Ward 2. 
TreeVitalize partners with the committee to 
select optimal planting locations, provide 
the right tree for the right location at no 
cost to the Borough, prepare the planting 
sites, train volunteers, and supply tools.

They need your help as a volunteer. 

Annual Spring Shade Tree Planting April 15
The event, from 9 a.m.-12 p.m. on April 
15 along the 500 block of Coal Street will 
include refreshments, training, and all 
supplies. You can join in by contacting 
WilkinsburgShadeTree@gmail.com. 

 The Shade Tree Committee is 
planning a fall planting for 2023, and they 
want your input. 

Do you have a location that might 
need a new shade tree? The committee can 
help with shade tree plantings in your area. 
Contact WilkinsburgShadeTree@gmail.
com with questions or suggestions.

continued from page 1

Borough Council Special Events 
Committee is working with Chase Bank 
on informational clinics to support 
financial health. They are kicking off the 
clinics with Elder and Vulnerable Persons 
Abuse to educate residents on how to 
protect themselves from scams and other 
financial abuse.It will be held on Tuesday, 
March 28, 1 p.m., 3rd floor of the Borough 
Building, 605 Ross Ave FREE of charge. 
Light refreshments served.

Clinic on Elder Abuse March 28


